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 Spreading Hope, Love, Joy and Peace  this Christmas
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WELCOME

LISA BYRON
Head Teacher Dear Students, Families 

and Friends of St John’s,

In this season of Advent, the acts of 
giving and receiving are at the very 
heart of Christmas and, this year, our 
students and staff have participated in 

many activities, which have supported 
individuals both within and beyond 
our learning community.  From the 
launch of our Community Cafe and 
crafting workshops to performing carols 
at local care homes and producing 
Advent windows and Christmas cards, 
our students and staff have been 
incredibly busy during this season.  By 
gathering food, presents and supplies 
for local foodbanks and charities such 
as the Angel Trust, they have really 
demonstrated the true meaning of 
Christmas, bringing hope, love, joy 
and peace to those in need.  Their 
charitable endeavours would not be 
possible without the continued support 
of our families and carers, so I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
you for helping our young people to 
make a real difference to the lives of 
many during this festive period.  

At this special time of year students 
and staff have attended our Advent 
services at St Mary’s Church in 
Bishop Auckland.  Our readers, choir 
and musicians have made these 
services truly memorable for one 
and all, capturing the true meaning of 
Christmas.   

Every year at St John’s, we open 
our doors to local parishioners for 
an afternoon of fun and festivities as 
they join us for their annual Christmas 
lunch.  This year we were delighted to 

welcome members of the community, 
from local churches and from across the 
Escomb Partnership. Guests enjoyed 
a full Christmas lunch with all the 
trimmings, followed by a sing-along with 
the school choir and a much-anticipated 
raffle.  Staff and students all rallied 
around to serve our guests and created 
a fabulous afternoon for all concerned.  

As several parishioners commented, 
“We enjoy coming to St John’s every 
year and the students have been 
wonderful.”  We look forward to 
welcoming everyone back again next 
year so make sure you reserve your 
place early.

As we draw to the end of this busy 
term we would like to give a special 
mention to the members of staff who 
are retiring: Beverley Hevey (Transition 
Co-ordinator), and Janet Bradley 
(Senior Science Technician).  Together 
they have given over 54 years of loyal 
service to St John’s and have taught, 

supported, mentored and guided 
generations of students throughout 
their education.  They have worked 
tirelessly to ensure that every student 
can achieve their full potential within a 
safe and supportive environment. Their 
commitment to St John’s has been 
remarkable and their dedication has 
ensured that our community continues 
to be a very special place to learn, work 
and grow. On behalf of St John’s we 
would like to say a big “THANK YOU” to 
these members of staff and wish them 
a very happy retirement and a well-
earned rest!

As you read our newsletter, we 
hope that you experience a flavour of 
the many opportunities and exciting 
activities that our students have 
participated in.  It is a pleasure to see 
staff, students and the local community 
working in partnership together and we 
are delighted that our students have 
been able to demonstrate their God-
given talents and gifts throughout St 
John’s and beyond.

On behalf of all the Directors, 
Governors and staff at St John’s, I 
would like to wish you and your families 
a very happy and peaceful Christmas.

Best wishes, 

Lisa Byron
Head Teacher

“On behalf of all the 
Directors, Governors and 
staff at St John’s, I would 
like to wish you and your 
families a very happy and 
peaceful Christmas.”
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Thank you to Morrisons, Bishop 
Auckland for supporting our 
Breakfast Club and also for 

donating a raffle prize for Project 
Kenya.

Any students who plan to come into 
school early, should see Mrs Smith in 
advance. She will be available in SF1 
from 7.45am - 8.45am. 

Rise  and Shine...

A group of lucky Year 12 
students, together with 
Mr Johnson and Mrs 

Stephenson, will be travelling 
to the province of Gujurat in 
India at the end of January to 
participate in a cultural exchange 
visit. Having secured funding 
from the British Council, students 
will fly out from Newcastle to 
Mumbai on the 23 January.  

The group will be staying in 
the city of Rajkot and working 
closely with students from 
HL Gandhi Vidyaviyar School.  
Students will be involved a range 
of activities with a particular 
focus upon sharing their 
own cultural and educational 
experiences. Highlights of the 
visit will include  a reception at 
the palace of the regional King, 
a visit to a Hindu temple and 
an opportunity to participate in 
local traditional dance. 

INDIA BOUND 

Year 10 Photography students took 
inspiration from a classic French 
painting currently exhibited in the 

region to create their own artwork and 
to shine a light on issues that matter to 
them. These students studied Nicholas 
Poussin’s painting, The Triumph of Pan 
for 6 weeks working with photographer 
Louise Taylor and Jilly Johnston, learning 
officer at The Auckland Project. 

Poussin’s 1636 original is currently 
on loan from the National Gallery to 
the Bishop Trevor Gallery at Auckland 
Castle, as part of the National Gallery 
Masterpiece Tour 2019.

Working with The Auckland Project 
regeneration charity and photographer, 
Louise Taylor, the students created a 
photographic artwork tackling the issues 
of excess and identity in modern society. 
The work is on display at Auckland Tower 
visitor centre, Bishop Auckland Market 
Place, until January 5.

Jilly Johnston, learning officer at The 
Auckland Project, who led the initiative 
said, “The idea behind this project was 
to encourage more young people to 
engage with art, as well as providing a 
platform for participants to showcase 
their own creativity and discuss some of 
the issues that matter to them.

The result has been two impactful 
artworks, which demonstrate a real 
connection to The Triumph of Pan 
and show how its emotive themes still 
resonate more than 380 years after 
Poussin painted it.”

The Triumph of Pan shows a group 
of nymphs and satyrs revelling before 
a statue of Pan, the god of woods and 
fields, as they take part in a celebration of 
Bacchus, the Roman god of wine, fertility 
and theatre. 

The Year ten photography students 
from St John’s focussed on Poussin’s 
projection of identity and deception 
and translating it into how they perceive 
people to wear a metaphorical mask in 
the modern day. The 12 students then 
combined their individual photographs to 
create a life size figure of Pan himself.

Student Harry Walker said, “It was 
really exciting to be involved in this 
project and I gained a lot of confidence 
and a sense of achievement working with 
other people. It’s really good to have our 
work displayed outside of the school and 
know that the public can see it.”

The  Triumph of Pan



04 www.stjohnsrc.org.uk

STEM CLUB 

This term the St John’s STEM club 
has been a huge success. So far, we 
have investigated Chemistry,

Biology and Physics by carrying out 
fun and interesting experiments, such as: 
setting our hands on fire (under careful 
supervision), mummification, balloon 
rockets and several chemical reactions. 
We have also been involved in national 
competitions organised by 
external companies.

Our most recent project, 
set up by Engineering 
Eco-inventors, asked 
the students to design 
an eco-friendly charging 
point for electric cars. The 
students involved had a 
great time playing with 
specialist software in the 
Technology department 
and had some great ideas 
and designs.

Next term, the STEM 
club will be taking part in 
more projects. The BP STEM Challenge 
will open in January and February and 
the students will have to design their own 
wearable technology that is both

On Sunday 13 October Miss 
Richardson, Miss Heads and Mr 
Brook travelled to A Coruña, 

Spain. The visit was part of our ongoing 
Erasmus+ programme with Colegio 
Cristo Rey. The aim of the trip was 
to look at teaching techniques used 
in a Spanish school, particularly with 
higher prior attaining students, to see 
how these could be implemented in 
our own lessons. It was an interesting 
experience for us to spend time in 
a variety of lessons and compare St 
John’s and Cristo Rey. We were very 
busy throughout the week and had 
opportunities to visit A Coruña city, 
Santiago de Compostela and even a visit 
to see the Mayor!

ERASMUS+ VISIT TO A CORUÑA

Well done to all the Year 
7 students who got 
involved in organising 

our first Year 7 fundraiser for 
the mental health charity Young 
Minds.  

We had lots of delicious cakes, 
biscuits and sweet treats baked 
and sold to staff and students, 
raising £94.20.  

Thank you and well done to 
everyone involved, you were 
amazing!   

Young Minds 
imaginative and beneficial to 

society. We will also take part 
in a competition held at GSK 
in Barnard Castle, which will 
involve trips to their facility.

STEM club is open to all 
students and is run by Mr 
Moore and Mr Poots in the 
Science Department. 

We look forward to welcoming new 
members in the new year. 
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Poetry Live! 2019
An excitable bus ride full of 50 

students travelled to the west 
of Yorkshire. Poetry Live! saw 

an eager group of students arrive at 
Leeds just before the turn of midday. 
The overall behaviour and eagerness of 
the students was highly commendable. 
With Owen Sheers as the opener, the 
students responded really well to what 
was likely, for most of them, their first 
live experience of poetry. Moving on to 
Carol Ann Duffy, there was a respectable 
round of applause as this poet took to 
the stage. However, her analogy of love, 

using the imagery of an onion, seemed to 
throw a few of the students off, causing 
the odd giggle amongst the crowd. 
Expectedly, the highly anticipated John 
Agard lead to an eruption of cheers and 
thunderous applause as the suave poet 
entered the hall. His influential poem 
Half-Caste left the students in awe, 
again, surrounding the hall in a round of 
applause. 

Although the poets must be 
commended, we, the teachers, must also 
thank the students for their incredible 
behaviour during the course of this trip.

On Thursday 12 December we 
welcomed nearly 70 parishioners 
from across the Escomb 

Partnership to enjoy a Christmas lunch. 
The lunch was cooked by our in house 
kitchen staff and our students served the 
feast to the parishioners. 

This is an annual event which we 
look forward to each year. It gives the 
parishioners from within the partnership 
the opportunity to meet up, enjoy some 
lovely food and sing along to some 
festive favourites.

A great time was had by all, especially 
taking part in the highly anticipated raffle.

PARISHIONERS’ CHRISTMAS LUNCH
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COMMUNITY Cafe
We were recently delighted to 

find out that Mrs Maddison and 
Miss Heads had been successful 

in their application to the Dales Area 
Education in the Community Fund for 
funding to support our initiative for a 
Growing Garden and Community Café 
project in school. 

The funds will support plans for a 
produce garden for the kitchen, in which 
our students will get their hands dirty 
in plots, growing and cultivating fresh 
vegetables and tending to plants in the 
school greenhouse.

October saw the launch of our first 
Community Café, with Year 9, 10 and 
11 catering students, along with Mrs 
Maddison and Mrs Smith, working hard 
making a selection of foods. The tables 
were professionally set with  our newly 
purchased crockery and Year 11 students 
served tea and coffee and greeted 
guests, showing off their hospitality skills.

The idea is that students will grow 

fresh produce in the garden, and this will 
help them to learn about healthy foods, 
sustainability and where ingredients 
come from. Once ripe and ready to be 
harvested, the vegetables will be picked 
and used as ingredients in soups and 
other tasty recipes to be served in the 
Community Café. 

The cafe will give students the 
opportunity to gain life and employability 
skills, as well as helping them towards 
their catering qualifications and 
encouraging teamwork.

Our Christmas Community Café saw 
Year 7 students welcoming guests and 
serving tea, coffee and seasonal mince 
pies. 

Year 7 student George Best said, “I 
have really enjoyed serving in the café 
and the customers were all very nice.”

Look out for dates of our next 
Community Café. 
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Parents and students have been 
taking a leaf out of the librarian’s 
book after helping her turn 
textbooks into tinsel.

Family and friends joined Year 7 
students for an afternoon of craft-making 
for the festive period. We were joined by 
Mams, Dads, Grandads and Grandmas 
and enjoyed a relaxing afternoon of 
crafting, mince pie eating and listening to 
Christmas songs. 

After years of telling students not 
to fold over the corners of pages, LRC 
manager, Miss Heads showed them how 
to fold books in order to make Christmas 
tree and angel table decorations.

 “I’ve always loved crafts – sewing, 
knitting and card making – so thought it 
would be a nice thing to do with students 
and families and wanted the craft to be 
related to the library. 

Mum Melanie Anderson joined her 
family Hannah and Laura and Lily 
Atkinson at the event. “I think it’s a 
great way to recycle and we have really 
enjoyed coming into school,” she said.

Mum Leanne Harris joined her daughter 
Nicole. She said: “It is so nice being 
offered the opportunity to come in and 
using the old textbooks this way is a 
great idea for Christmas.” 

Look out for details of the next Craft 
Workshop coming up in the new term. 

Christmas Craft Workshop
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ANGELS TO 
THE RESCUE 
Angel Trust supports projects that 

enhance and improve our local 
community and promote good 

citizenship. This year we decided to 
work in partnership with them to support 
young people in our local community who 
are in need.

All students were given time during 
Pastoral sessions to work together to 
pack Christmas gift bags for teenagers; 
some packed a gift bag on their own, 
others worked within a group to produce 
a gift bag between them and some were 
very good at organising lists of items for 
the group to contribute!

It was a real community effort that 
saw students, staff, parents, carers, 
grandparents, former members of staff 
and friends of St John’s fully supporting 
our new initiative, by sending in both 
completed gift bags and lots of  goodies 
to go inside. 

The gift bags were filled with practical 
items such as hats, gloves, socks, 
toothpaste and toothbrushes and other 

toiletry items. Small puzzles, playing 
cards, dominoes, school supplies, hair 
accessories, make up and jewellery were 
all lovingly packed. Of course, sweets 
and chocolates were also included. Each 
gift bag was then marked with a sticker 
to indicate if it was for a teenage girl or a 
teenage boy.

The bags were collected from school 
by Clair and Joanne from Angel Trust on 
Monday 16 December. They were both 
absolutely delighted that their cars were 
full to bursting with over 200 of our gift 
bags!

Clair McGregor, of Angel Trust,  
explained to Year 7 students that they will 
be delivered to children’s wards, families 
in need, women’s refuges and homeless 
teenagers, all within the County Durham 
area and will be delivered in time for 
Christmas. 

Miss Heads would like to thank 
everyone for supporting this new initiative 
and we look forward to supporting Angel 
Trust again in the future. 

Ho, Ho, Ho – we packed over 200 
Gift Bags for teenagers!
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This term a group of Year 8 and 
Year 9 students went to the 
Northumberland International Dark 

Sky Park near Kielder. 
On one evening we used the 

telescopes at the Kielder Observatory to 
look at stars and the moon. We were very 
lucky with the weather and the clouds 
parted so we could see the staggering 
amount of stars visible in the dark sky 
park. The friendly and knowledgeable 
staff answered all our space-related 
questions and we even got to touch 
some asteroids and rock from the moon! 

Another evening we enjoyed learning 
about light in a hands-on session led 
by staff from the Observatory, followed 
by a visit to the planetarium where 
we considered exo-planets and the 
possibility of finding life in the Universe 
other than that on Earth.

When the stars weren’t out we took 
part in adventurous activities at the 
Calvert Kielder centre – archery, axe 
throwing, high ropes, orienteering, team 
building activities and the king swing. A 
great time was had by all!

KIELDER SPACE & ADVENTURE TRIP

This term we were lucky enough 
to take part in the Holocaust 
Educational Trust’s Lessons from 

Auschwitz Project. This is based on the 
premise that ‘hearing is not like seeing.’

This was one of the most overwhelming 
experiences of our lives.  Prior to visiting 
Auschwitz in Poland we were given 
the opportunity to learn about pre-war 
Jewish life and listen to an actual survivor 
of the  Holocaust. When learning about 
pre-war Jewish life, we learned about 
how Jewish communities in Europe 
were gradually being marginalised for 
their beliefs. Football clubs across the 
continent, such as Kaunas in Lithuania, 
consisted only of Jewish players as the 
rise of Fascism and Nazism made Jewish 
people feel inferior and unaccepted. 
Zionism - the development and protection 
of a Jewish nation in what is now Israel 
- was on the rise in countries such as 
Croatia and Romania due to the rise of 
anti-semitic beliefs. In particular, Germany 
was marginalising Jewish people from 
society by the 1935 Nuremberg, which 
prevented Jewish people from marrying 

Germans, entering particular restaurants 
or sitting on park benches. We found 
this deeply saddening as the signs of 
persecution were inevitable, yet nothing 
was done to prevent the atrocities of the 
Holocaust.  Listening to the holocaust 
survivor was harrowing, he told us 
that Nazi SS officers let their German 
Shepherds savagely attack him because 
he was too close to the gate; laughing as 
he screamed.

After this preparation, we flew to 
Poland where we visited both Auschwitz I 
and Auschwitz-Birkenau II. We witnessed 
the torture chambers beneath the blocks, 
the uninhabitable conditions and the 
centres where the Jewish and other 
inmates, such as Roma and Sinti gypsies, 
Soviet POW and homosexuals were 
stripped of their identity upon arrival; 
being known by the tattooed numbers  
on their arm, rather than their names, and 
having their heads shaved making them 
almost unrecognisable. Around the camp 
were statistics of the deaths in Auschwitz: 
1,100,000 Jews of which 450,000 of 
them were Hungarian Jews transported in 

1944 and 960,000 died, 23,000 gypsies, 
74,000 Polish people and 15,000 Soviet 
POWs. We entered the gas chamber, a 
poignant moment as we were told this 
was where 2,000 Jews were murdered in 
just one day in 1941. 

Towards the end of the trip, and in 
the follow up seminar, we focused upon 
the relevance of the Holocaust today. 
We sat in between the two blown up 
Gas chambers in Auschwitz-Birkenau II, 
where the Nazis had tried to destroy the 
evidence when they were losing the war 
and reflected upon our day with a Jewish 
Rabbi who highlighted that without 
remembering the Holocaust, the potential 
for a similar genocide is a dangerous 
possibility. Further, at the follow up 
Seminar, we discussed anti-semitism 
in our world today such as the Golden 
Dawn in Greece in 2013, Germany’s 
2019 national emergency degree of 
anti-semitism in Dresden and the rise of 
far-right Neo-nazi and Fascist parties in 
the UK. 

Jack Nevin and Harry Joyce, Year 13

LESSONS FROM AUSCHWITZ 
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In June 2019 the Level 3 Heritage 
and Traditional Craft class were 
commissioned by Mrs Jaquie Holloway, 

on behalf of  the Durham Cathedral 
Festival of Remembrance committee, to 
design and manufacture a sculpture to 
commemorate the 75th anniversary of 
the D-Day Normandy landings.

In order to research the D–Day landings 
and for inspiration for their design work, 
the students visited the  D.L.I. collection 
at Seven Hills, Spennymoor. They 
were  given an  enormous amount of 
information regarding D-Day and also 
the role of the D.L.I in the invasion. The 
students were invited to handle a de-
commissioned Lee-Enfield 303 rifle and a 
Bren gun. They also had the opportunity 
to try on a WW2 D.L.I uniform, helmet, 
gas mask and kit bags. 

We would like to thank the staff at the 
D.L.I. collection for a great visit, which 
gave the students inspiration to enable 
them to design a fitting sculpture.  

The next investigative visit was to the 
Locomotion Railway Museum in Shildon.  
They found out how men and equipment 
were transported around the country 
during the build up to the invasion. The 
students were able to see the D.L.I. flat 
bed railway truck carrying a Bren carrier.  

Both of these visits proved invaluable 
to the students in gaining the information 
to assist them with their design work and 
sculpture.

DURHAM CATHEDRAL 
FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE
75TH ANNIVERSARY D-DAY SCULPTURE 
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Follow us on Twitter to keep up to date 
with all the latest news.... @stjohnseagle

We are extremely proud of 
Ben Creamer, one of our 

current Year 9 students, who 
recently broke our school record 
for being the youngest student to 
be presented with the prestigious 
Eagle Award. This was for his 
outstanding contribution to various 
sporting events during the last 
academic year. 

This is an impressive achievement 
for Ben, as the Eagle Award is the 
highest sporting award attainable 
in school. 

Ben currently plays for 
Sunderland Under 14s and we 
would like to wish him every 
success in his football career. 

SOARING HIGH, LIKE AN EAGLE

Jonas Railton – known as the ‘silent 
assassin’ in the boxing community 
– recently travelled to Ireland to 

compete in the Wexford Box Cup. 
The Year 8 student flew out with his 

father and coach, Anthony Railton, 
who trains the youngster at Bishop 
Auckland Boxing Club. 

Jonas faced tough competition but 
won his semi final bout unanimously 
after beating an opponent from 
Clonmel Boxing Club.

The sporting star beat the young 
Irish fighter on a split decision gaining 
another title this year and becoming 
2019 Wexford Box Cup Champion.

Earlier this year, the boxer followed 
in his father’s footsteps when he 
became the England Boxing National 
Schools Champion. Jonas competed in 
the same boxing competition against 
the same club his father fought 20 
years ago.

He first won the regional final of 
the England Boxing National School 
Championships making him the Tyne 
Tees and Wear Champion.

He then went on to win his quarter-
final fight in Bridlington and then at the 
semi-final in Crawley. before returning 
back to the town for the final against 
William Howard, from Repton Boxing 
Club.

After three 90-second rounds, 
Jonas was announced as winner, and 
national champion.

Along with his parents, we are 
incredibly proud of Jonas and all of 
his achievements.  His dedication and 
discipline are commendable. 

We were all delighted when Jonas 
was shortlisted for and won the Most 
Promising New Talent Award in The 
Northern Echo’s Local Heroes Awards. 
A very deserving winner. 

THE SILENT 
ASSASSIN 

Adam McAuliffe took part in the 
Unified European Championship 
on 24 November 2019. He won 

as a gold medal finalist and a European 
Champion belt holder for K-1 B Class 61.0 
kg - 64.3 kg. 

This has led to an invitation to the 
Unified World Championships in July 
2020. 

He has also taken part in another 
fight on 8 December, in a local home 
Supershow for WTKA, winning the fight 
by unanimous decision. 

We wish Adam good luck for the 
Unified World Championships in July 
2020. 

What a triumph!

THAI BOXING 


