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WELCOME

LISA BYRON
Head Teacher

Welcome to our Summer newsletter, which we hope 
you will enjoy reading.  As another busy year draws 
to an end, we can reflect on the wonderful events 
and activities that have taken place at St John’s and 
celebrate the amazing talents and achievements of 
our young people.

During this year, students and 
staff have taken part in reflective 
retreat experiences, international 

exchanges and residentials to develop 
their spiritual, cultural and social 
understanding, making them more 
aware of the world around them.  
Whilst our students participate in many 
activities that enrich their education and 
life experiences, it is always wonderful 
to see them dedicating so much time 
and effort in helping those who are less 
fortunate than themselves.  This year, 
a group of 20 students participated in 
our pilgrimage to Lourdes and found 
the experience to be enlightening and 
thought-provoking, returning with many 
stories to tell and memories to treasure.  
In addition our Family Night was well 
attended by our feeder Catholic 
primary schools and parishioners 
from the Escomb Partnership.  All 
enjoyed the readings, music and dance 
performances, not forgetting the 
uplifting samba sounds that filled the 
hall.  

This year we were delighted to 
receive funding from the Northern 
Heartlands Community Initiative Fund, 
managed by the County Durham 
Community Foundation.  This enabled 
students and staff to work together 
on 16 heritage-inspired projects, which 
included Sixth Form students working 
with Northumbria University to map 
geographical dialect changes to groups 
working on environmental research 
and experiencing traditional crafts 
such as ironmongery and proddy mat 
production.  The enthusiasm, passion 

and talents of everyone involved were 
showcased at our celebration event in 
February, culminating in a special and 
poignant performance by our brass 
musicians and NASUWT Riverside 
Band, accompanied by our students 
and directed by Steve Robson. A truly 
memorable finale to an evening of 
remarkable projects.

In June, St John’s enjoyed an exciting 
and interactive Careers day, which 
focused on STEM subjects (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths).  
Students and staff had opportunities 
to participate in a variety of sessions 
and exhibitions facilitated by 40+ 
organisations and the day was enjoyed 
by everyone involved.  

Throughout this year our Duke 
of Edinburgh groups have been 
completing their bronze and silver 
awards, walking up and down dale, 
exploring the wonderful countryside on 
our doorstep and developing their skills 
as effective team-players and resilient 

explorers. The Gold Award beckons!
As you can see from this edition of 

our newsletter, it has certainly been a 
busy year, filled with wonderful events 
and fantastic achievements.  At this 
time of year, we would also like to 
take the opportunity to give a special 
mention to those staff who are leaving 
St John’s for new adventures, new 
locations and new roles.  We would like 
to thank them for their loyal service 
to St John’s, as they have worked 
tirelessly to ensure that every student 
achieves their full potential within a safe 
and supportive environment.  Their 
commitment to St John’s has been 
remarkable and their dedication has 
ensured that our community continues 
to be a very special place to learn, work 
and grow.  On behalf of St John’s we 
would like to say a big “THANK YOU.”

In addition, we would like to take this 
opportunity to wish our Year 11 and 
13 students every success with their 
examination results.  They have worked 
extremely hard and have faced the 
challenges of their exams with great 
determination.  We wish them good 
luck and welcome all who are returning 
to St John’s Sixth Form in September.  

Finally we wish you all a safe, 
enjoyable and relaxing Summer holiday 
and we look forward to seeing you all 
again in September.

Lisa Byron
Head Teacher

“We wish you all a safe, 
enjoyable and relaxing 
Summer holiday and 
we look forward to 
seeing you all again in 
September.”
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Nic Cooper, a Year 12 student who joined St John’s in September 2018, sadly 
died on 4 July 2019 following a brave fight with cancer.  He may have only 
been part of our community for a short time but we feel incredibly proud 

and privileged to have known this fine, young man and his legacy will live on.  
We would like to share with you extracts from our tribute to Nic, which was 
written by Matt Dunn, Director of Sixth Form, who spoke at Nic’s funeral.

“Nic was one of the few people that 
I have met, where every single solitary 
person speaks so highly of him.  

Nic, the impact that you have had 
upon St John’s Sixth Form has been 
overwhelming and this has been simply 
down to who you are. Very few people are 
genuinely kind; and yet kindness beams 
from you. Very few people genuinely 
consider the feelings of others; yet you 
have put others before yourself; all of this 
without effort, you are simply being you: a 
rare gift.

Without doubt you are an inspiration.  
Your commitment to your academic studies 
has been admirable and everything a 
school looks for in a student. Learning has 
been such an important part of your life 
and, in return, we have learned so much 
from you.

Every now and again you come across 
a person in life who seems to know 
something more about the world than you 
do.  Age is not a factor when it comes to 
this. We often see it in the eyes of a baby; 

a wisdom beyond their years, perhaps 
something that, all too often, we lose along 
the way. Nic never lost this. 

He lived very much in the moment it 
seemed, never rushed, just soaked it all 
in. There was a special energy to Nic, 
whereby he appeared to “get a lot done” 
without becoming too harried into the 
wrong move.  Whether this was through 
his swimming, or capturing the moment 
with a camera, Nic serenely put one foot in 
front of the other and moved ever forward; 
keen to make progress, keen to compete, 
keen to learn.  That was Nic Cooper:  in a 
world that keeps wanting to move faster, 
he helped slow things down, to see things 
more clearly and to make sense of them 
all. 

At this time of year, one of my more 
interesting tasks is to empty Sixth Form 
lockers. Nic had two items in blue locker 
number 2: some Physics notes, and a 
Frisbee that glowed in the dark.   Again he 
teaches us something:  we should always 
keep a bit of ourselves in the locker.”

Eternal rest, grant unto Nic, O Lord,
And let perpetual light shine upon him.

May he rest in peace, 
Amen.

Nic Cooper
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MEDICINE AND 
DENTISTRY DAY

10 of our Year 9 students took part 
in a Medicine and Dentistry Day at 
Newcastle University this term. They 
took part in a lecture on each subject 
as well as workshops on taking blood 
pressure, tying surgical knots, CPR, 
putting together a skeleton from a pile 
of bones, moulding a false tooth and 
examining the teeth of various animals. 
A great time was had by all and the 
students were inspired to consider 
the various career options offered 
by “Aspiring to study medicine or 
dentistry”.

On Friday 21 June, the whole school 
followed an alternative curriculum 
and took part in our Careers 

Day. Over 40 different employers & 
higher education establishments were 
represented in school, allowing the 
students to access a wide variety of 
labour market information and careers 
advice. All students visited the careers 
fair and the exhibitors were very 
complimentary about how well our 
students engaged and asked questions.

Students also took part in various 
workshops ranging from looking at the 
production process for a chocolate 
milkshake with GSK, to piecing together 
stories from WWII by looking at artefacts 
with the DLI. Our own sixth form students 
planned and delivered sessions to the 
younger students, focusing on essential 
skills such as team work. We had many 
parents, family members and ex-students 
come in to talk to groups of students 
about their careers.

We would like to extend our thanks to 
everyone that came into school to make 
our Careers Day such a huge success.

CAREERS DAY

CAREERS

This is an online chat with 
real life engineers allowing 
the students to find out 

about the lives and careers of 
people in several different types 
of engineering jobs. Throughout 
the sessions students were able 
to vote for the engineer that 
they thought deserved to win. 
The engineers and moderators 
also voted for the student 
that asked the best questions. 
Beating students from schools 
across the country and abroad, 
St John’s student, Lily Johnson,  
was chosen for ‘showing a real 
interest in engineering during the 
live chat’ and asking questions 
like: “How did you know you 
wanted to be an engineer?”, 
“Are there apprenticeship 
routes into engineering?” and  
“What roles are available in your 
company?”.

Lily received a certificate and a 
gift voucher. Well done Lily!

This term some of our 
year 8 and 9 students had 
the opportunity to take 
part in ‘I’m An Engineer, 
Get Me Out Of Here’. 

‘I’m An 
Engineer,  
Get Me  Out 
Of Here’
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The visit was a chance for them to 
practise their language skills and 
experience French culture, learn 

about French history and try some 
French cuisine. Students even had the 
opportunity to taste frogs’ legs and snails 
during the trip!

The students and staff visited the 
360-degree cinema at Arromanches, 
which provided an insight to the 100 
days of the Battle of Normandy and how 
important the D-Day landings really were. 
After the cinema, the group visited some 
of the landing beaches and the German 
battery where some of the original 
machinery is still located.

The students and staff were extremely 
busy during their stay and had 
opportunities to try out their language 
skills at the local Saturday market (with 
a special stop at Sephora) as well as an 
afternoon of shopping and exploring in 
Saint-Malo. They also completed onsite 
activities at the Chateau, which included 
archery, zip wires, and a “nightline” where 
students were blindfolded and had to 
trust their group leader to lead them 
around the course safely… some groups 
were more successful than others!  

A highlight of the trip was visiting the 
UNESCO world heritage site, Mont St 
Michel, where students learnt about the 
history of Mont St Michel and learnt that 
the winding streets were an inspiration for 
J. K. Rowling when writing about Diagon 
Alley. Another highlight was spending 
the last day at Disneyland Paris on the 

various rides and watching the parade 
and Illumination Show along Main Street.

The students thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves during the visit and made 
some great memories by immersing 
themselves in a different culture and 
practising their language skills. 

CHÂTEAU BEAUMONT The  Schools’ 
Physicist of the  
Year 2019
The Schools’ Physicist of the Year 

2019 event was held on the 25 
June at Durham University. The 

awards were presented by Steph 
Bartle MPhil, a PGCE student who is a 
former pupil of Framwellgate School 
Durham, and Professor Nigel Glover 
FRS, Head of the Physics Department 
at Durham University.  The awards 
recognise students who have worked 
hard, made great contributions in 
class or made impressive progress in 
Physics over the past year. 

This year, 35 young people from 
schools and colleges across the 
region were chosen including our 
own Hannah Costello in Year 10. 
Congratulations Hannah, we are very 
proud of you. 

A group of 37 of our students from Years 9 and 10 kick started 
their Easter holidays early with a visit to Château Beaumont, 
located just outside of Normandy in Northern France. 

Miss Devlin's Year 10 GCSE Statistics 
class have been taking part in a 

Statistics and Art project this term. 
This involved a visit to Durham's 
record office in June. During this visit 
the students had the opportunity to 
visit the strong room where all the old 
records are kept.  They carried out 
some Statistical calculations, looking at 
birth and death records from Bishop 
Auckland and Weardale from over 100 
years ago.  Back in school, the class 
are working with an Artist to produce 
a piece based on their findings that 
will be displayed in the Maths corridor 
next term. 

STATISTICS
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NO MAN’S LAND

Year 12 
Sociology 
students 

were invited to 
the No Man’s 
Land exhibition 
at Bishop 
Auckland Town 
Hall, where they 
observed images 
of war, from a female perspective. This 
was an extremely powerful exhibition, 
one in which the Sociology students 
were able to apply their theoretical 
knowledge, in order to interpret the 
images of the situations that women 
were involved in, many of which were 
hidden from the media at the time. The 
group worked with Creative Writer Dr 
Lucie Brownlee and Photographer Lee 
Dobson.  They also had the privilege of 
meeting Alison Baskerville, one of the 
professional photographers exhibiting 
work.

Students were then invited to 
an event to celebrate International 
Women’s Day. They heard speeches 
from some extremely inspiring and 
influential women, including Sue 
Snowdon, the Lord-Lieutenant of 
County Durham. Our students then 
participated in Beyond No Man’s 
Land, an exhibition showcasing young 
people’s experiences in life. Our 
students were not only the models 
for the images, they also helped with 
directing the shoot. The images were 
then shown in the Town Hall. It was a 
fantastic experience for the students - 
one which they will remember forever.

When we went to Zaragoza we 
stayed with our exchange 
families, who we had already 

met when they stayed with us a few 
weeks before in our homes. My exchange 
partner is called Guillimo, which is Spanish 
for William. 

On Monday we explored the school and 
had our lunch in school – the lunchtime 
lasted over 2 hours! We explored a park 
by doing a treasure hunt there and then 
went on a tour of the Football Stadium in 
Zaragoza, La Romareda. 

We had a great visit to a theme park 
and it was really hot. 

On the weekend Guillimo and his 
family took me to two Mountains, one 
was an old fort and the other had lots of 
swimming pools and spas. 

When it was time to leave, we travelled 
by bus to Barcelona Airport. We had 
about 5 hours to wait, as our flight was 
delayed, but once we left, we were soon 
home. 

It was a great experience and I wasn’t 
homesick at all. I would like to go back 
again next year. 

Andrew Batty, 7Y

ZARAGOZA, MAY 2019The science club recently took part 
in a regional STEM competition in 
partnership with GSK in Barnard 

Castle. The project involved working with 
industrial partners from GSK to design an 
eco-friendly factory. For this, the students 
had to design and build a model of their 
factory, write a professionally bound 
report, make a display and also perform 
a 5 minute presentation to competition 
judges from GSK. 

The students received excellent 
feedback from staff at GSK for their hard 
work and enthusiasm for the project. The 
students who took part, Xander Dunnill, 
Jacob Anderson, Katie Brooks-Shea, 
Sophie Campbell, Olivia Illingworth and 
Emily Goulbourn, all received a bronze 
Industrial Cadets Award. This is a nationally 
recognised STEM accreditation, that 
recognises the development of skills in 
STEM areas that industrial partners are 
looking for in future employees. 

The students were a credit to the school 
and are looking forward to their next STEM 
challenge in September. 

SCIENCE CLUB 
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Year 8 History students experienced 
the opportunity to hold a piece of 
real history in their hands.  Staff 

from the DLI collection told the story of 
real soldiers from the DLI through genuine 
artefacts once used by the soldiers.  
Items such as county records, medals, 
replica weapons and uniforms were all 
brought into school for the students to 
use. 

Mrs Scorer

REAL STORIES, Real lives

‘We were given leather dog tags with a 
soldiers name on them, we then studied 
County records and could see which town 
they were from, when they had joined 
up and how old they were; we even got 
to hold the same rifle they would have 
been issued with to fight in the trenches.  
We looked at amazing trench art that 
they had produced whilst bored in the 
trenches, carvings from shell casings and 
bullets. They were all really impressive; 
one soldier had turned a huge artillery 
shell into a bucket. We were also lucky 
enough to meet a former DLI soldier who 
came along to help and showed us how 
the rifle worked and other stories, such as 
why the dog tags are made from metal 
now (leather degrades). At the end we 
found out if our soldier survived the war, 
and in some cases if he achieved a medal. 
I have really enjoyed my History lessons 
learning about the First World War, but 
this really brought the topic to life’.

Liam Maddison 8A

HISTORY
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WORLD Book DAY 2019

Snow White and the seven dwarves 
(otherwise known as the PE 
Department), Hufflepuffs, witches 

and wizards, cats and crayons, a 
gladiator, a giant Little Miss Sunshine, 
Thing 1 and Thing 2, Fagin and a full 
nativity scene, were among the many 
characters wandering the corridors on 
Friday 15 March. 

Students and staff once again 
exceeded all expectations with their 
fantastic costume creations to celebrate 
World Book Day 2019. 

At St John’s, we work hard to promote 
reading for pleasure for all of our 
students. Thank you to everyone who 
supported this event in school; there 
were some amazing costumes, hundreds 
of books donated to the LRC and £688 
was collected. The donated books and 
money were used to support our Drop 
Everything and Read initiative every 
Wednesday in school.  

In recognition of their amazing 
costumes, the students below 
all won a £20 gift card for the 
cinema:
Year 7
Cameron Leaver (Roman Centurion 
from his favourite book)
Year 8
Eleanor Tippey (crayon from the 
Day the Crayons Quit)
Year 9
Laura Blakey (Keith from Voltron)
Year 10
Eve Rose (Karou from The 
Daughter of the Smoke and Bone)
Year 11 
Ben Carney (Cardinal from The Da 
Vinci Code)
Cameron Ramsey (Scott Pilgrim 
from Scott Pilgrim's Precious Little 
Life)
Nathan Simpson (The Ghost of 
Christmas yet to come)
Sixth Form 
Joe Dinsley (Hufflepuff) 
Danni Taylor (Hufflepuff)
Jamie Atkinson (Ant Middleton 
from First Man In)
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH EXPEDITION 
In June this year, we had 44 students (8 groups) all packed 
and eager to start their final assessed expedition around the 
picturesque landscape of gorgeous Middleton-in-Teesdale.  

This involved two days 
walking 24 Km over 
some of the most 

beautiful landscape; undulating 
hills, meandering rivers and pretty 
cobblestone villages all helped to 
make it a challenging but enjoyable 
route for all.  Despite the heat, all 
students performed fantastically well, 
were well organised and prepared 
for any eventualities! Team work 
was evident throughout the day with 
everyone taking turns carrying some 
of the heavier equipment and sharing 
the map reading responsibility.

On the evening, the students had to 
prepare and cook their own meal with 
only their group Trangia,  which they 
successfully completed.  Spirits were 
high even with the huge amount of 
midges and tired legs!

The next day began with an 
extremely early start of 6.00am 
-  Breakfast was eaten, equipment 
was packed and we were on road by 
8am!  The sun was already shining, so 
water was replenished and sunscreen 
on ready for the day ahead.  The day 
involved students navigating their 
way to Low Force, crossing over the 
Wynch Bridge and along the river, 
using their map skills, lots of stamina 
and team work, while taking lots of 
pictures and videos to be included in 
their presentations. By 2pm all groups 

had safely arrived back at the Market 
Place after successfully completing their 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award.  The 
staff are very proud of them and have 
seen how hard they have worked, not 
only on their expedition, but also their 
additional volunteering, skills and physical 
parts of the award. Well done everyone.

This year in school, the Duke 
of Edinburgh has had record 
number of participants 

undergoing the award at both Bronze 
and Silver Levels.  Mrs Davis and 
Mr Law have 44 Year 9 students 
participating in the Bronze Award after 
school, whilst Mr Nugent has a group 
of 9 Students during the school day, 
which has been fantastic.  

Mrs Hannant has 18 Year 10 students 
doing Silver,  as well as Mrs Maddison 
having 12 Silver curriculum students.  

All students have successfully 
completed their final assessed 
expedition in some of the most 
beautiful local locations such as 
Middleton-in-Teesdale, Hadrians Wall 
and Richmonshire. They have all built 
on their new skills of map reading, 
outside cooking, camp-craft, team 
work, first aid and communication 
skills. All students have also given up 
1 hour a week to volunteer, learn a 
new skill and increase their physical 
ability.  It is a huge commitment which 
they have all accomplished and we 
are all so proud and happy for them. 
The DofE award is recognised by 
employers who acknowledge the 
value of skills which are enhanced 
through the programme including 
their confidence, leadership and 
resilience to realise their full potential. 
All this would not happen without the 
kindness of the members of staff who 
give up their nights, weekends and 
time to help organise and support the 
Leaders.  Thank you very much  for 
their help and support, I know the 
students appreciate it.  

We look forwards to next year and 
hope the students continue with their 
next level and welcome new Bronze 
students.

DUKE OF 
EDINBURGH 
ROUNDUP
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Our extensive heritage project 
culminated in February with a 
week-long exhibition and a grand 

evening celebration. We welcomed Jane 
Ruffer, from the Auckland Project, as 
our guest of honour and enjoyed music 
performed by Cream Tees, a young 
traditional band from Teesdale.  Over 200 
students took part in 16 mini-projects led 
by over 20 members of staff. Through 
performance, presentations and displays 
every group was able to share their 
experiences and inspire others.  

We were extremely moved and 
privileged to listen to the glorious 
sounds of the NASUWT Riverside Band, 
accompanied by our students and 
directed by Steve Robson.

AT HOME WITH
We believe we have helped open 

our students’ eyes to the riches of the 
world around them, to recognise and 
value their heritage and to understand 
the importance of protecting it for the 
future.  Young people of all ability levels 
and across all year groups have been 
able to visit and explore places they 
have not been before, meet new people 
from different walks of life and have had 
the privilege of working with talented 
professional artists, from whom they have 
learnt and developed new skills, and had 
the chance to seeing and appreciating 
things from a different perspective.  

Without funding, this simply would not 
have been possible and we are extremely 
grateful to the Northern Heartlands 
Community Initiative Fund, managed by 
County Durham Community Foundation. 
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Heritage
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MUSIC

A huge congratulations to the 
following students who have 
recently taken their music 
examinations.  Well done to all of 
you – what a talented bunch! 

Jacob Simpson, Grade 3 
Saxophone AND Grade 5 Drums 
Corey Birch, Grade 2 Kit 
Jack Harburn, Grade 3 Guitar 
Katie Brooks-Shea, Grade 3 Guitar
Ben Armitage , Grade 1 Guitar 
Millie Cairns, Grade 6 Voice
Chloe Dodd, Grade 5 Cornet
Chloe Smith, Grade 7 Tenor horn
Hannah Costello, Grade 5 Tenor 
horn
Jak Camp, Grade 5 Euphonium
Alice Chilvers Grade 4 Trombone
Adam Finch, Grade 4 Baritone
 
Chloe Smith also recently won the 
under 18 Brass Quartet contest 
at the North Skelton Band Music 
Festival. She was joined by three 
other members of Spennymoor 
Town Band. Well done Chloe! 

ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE...
Over 80 St John’s students performed 

in Bishop Auckland Town Hall in 
a love themed concert in February. 
Students performed well known hits 
like It Must be Love by Madness and 
All You Need is Love by the Beatles 
featuring singers and instrumentalists.  
Jak Camp, Chloe Smith, Katy Taylor, 
Sri Keshav Rajesh, Mia Roe and Keira 
Taylor all performed accomplished solos. 
Emily Dolan and Abigail Ketteringham 
performed one of their favourite duets 
from Wicked the musical, whilst Eve Rose 
and Ethan Dowson presented a violin 
duet. Lucy Carville and Katie Brook-Shea 
also performed a guitar duet with their 
tutor, Wayne McAloon. 

The Year 7 Vocal Group displayed 
their talents, singing and playing their 
own accompaniments on ukulele – well 
done! Uzaan Khan provided variety to 
the proceedings with an exciting solo 

dance to Michael 
Jackson’s Billie 
Jean. 

Although the 
selection proved 
to be very 
difficult, students 
were awarded 
and presented 
with trophies: 

Instrumentalist of the Year, Jacob 
Simpson

Vocalist of the Year, Kiera Taylor
Most Improved instrumentalist, Sri 

Keshav Rajesh 
Most Improved vocalist, Mia Roe 
The variety and talent shared 

throughout the evening is a true reflection 
of the commitment and dedication of all 
our youngsters in the Music Department.

 A fantastic well done and 
congratulations to everyone involved. 

Music students participated in a 
very noisy and energetic SAMBA 
session led by past St John’s 

student Sam Ward-Hardy.  Sam talked 
with St John’s students about his recent 
trip to Brazil, living with a family whilst 
learning about the tradition of percussion 
ensembles in local communities 
and celebrations. ‘I got to meet my 
musical heroes which was amazing’ 
Sam explained, talking passionately 
about his performance in a renowned 
carnival, playing alongside 140 other 
percussionists! 

Eve Rose and Matthew Lonergan 
also play for Runaway Samba outside 
of school, rehearsing and preparing for 
performances all over the country. During 
Year 5 induction days, Eve and Matthew 
guided primary students through intricate 
routines, supporting the workshop 
sessions with confidence and skill. 

St John’s students entered into the 
spirit of playing, showing an interest to 
pursue the ensemble sessions further. 
Watch this space…ear defenders at the 
ready! 

Runaway Samba! 

Jak Camp 

Eve Rose & Ethan Dowson 

Abigail Ketteringham 
& Emily Dolan 

Year 7 Choir
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Roll with It
Students who receive lessons 

with Wayne McAloon 
of Beatpoet Services, 

rehearsed and prepared repertoire 
in anticipation of an informal 
presentation of their talent. The 
concert opened with a delicate 
interpretation of Ed Sheeran by Sri 
Keshav Rajesh on acoustic guitar 
followed by duets with Oliver 
Gibson and Niall Mahaffety, Katie 
Brooks-Shea & Hannah Godwin. 
Lucy Carville and Ross Carson both 
sang and played their chosen songs 
whilst Jacob Anderson, Zac Elliott, 
James Holliday and Jacob Simpson 
thrashed out Nirvana, Teen Spirit 
much to the pleasure of audience 
members! Closing the concert were 
Matthew Tippey on lead guitar and 
vocals, Harry McGregor on bass 
and Jacob Simpson on kit. They all 
played with stage presence and style 
having recently made their debut 
appearance at a local summer garden 
party. 

A huge congratulations to all the 
performers involved. Students had 
clearly thoroughly prepared their 
pieces, playing with precision and 
passion. Watch out for the next 
Beatpoet presentation coming in the 
new academic year.  

SPORT

Katie Brooks-Shea and Hannah Godwin 

Niall & Oliver 

A huge congratulations to all of 
the members of the Year 7, 8, and 
9 football teams who have had 
a fantastic and very successfull 
season this year. Mr Turnbull, Mr 
Hutchinson, Mr Palmer and Mr 
Mangles would also like to say a 
huge thank you to all of the boys 
for their effort this year and hope 
next year will as enjoyable and 
even more successful. Well Done! 

FOOTBALL 
SUCCESS
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On Holy Thursday, this Easter, 
20 students from Years 7-10 
and 3 members of staff left St 

John’s School to begin their pilgrimage 
to Lourdes.   After a 26 hour coach 
drive the group arrived safely at the 
Hotel Alba.  They spent their time 
in Lourdes visiting the shrine of Our 
Lady, participating in the torchlight 
processions, attending liturgical 
celebrations and meeting our local 
HCPT Group. Some of the students 
made the brave decision to bathe 
in the Holy Water. This is a very 
private and personal experience and 
the students who participated were 
extremely moved by the process. 
The pilgrimage was a huge success 
and everyone returned with stories 
to tell and memories to treasure.  The 
pilgrimage will run again Easter 2021.   

LOURDES EASTER 2019

Each secondary and primary 
school within Hexham and 
Newcastle Diocese were invited 

to attend an Induction Service for 
Bishop Robert Byrne at St Mary’s 
Cathedral, Newcastle. Year 8 students, 
Mia Roe and Eleanor Tippey, attended 
the service along with Miss Byron and 
Emma Ramsey. It was a very special 
occasion and Bishop Robert was 
eager to begin his new role as Bishop 
of Hexham and Newcastle.

INDUCTION  
OF BISHOP 
ROBERT BYRNE

Congratulations to James 
Dowson, Year 10, who 
successfully applied to take 

part in the STAAR (Summer Time 
Advanced Aerospace Residency) 
Programme run by the RAF.

STAAR is designed for students 
who demonstrate an interest or 
aptitude for one or more STEM 
subjects. STAAR Recruits learn 
about advanced aerospace 
systems on a week-long 
residential course.

James was one of only 40 
students in the country to be 
selected; a fantastic achievement 
and we wish him well during his 
course.

A STAAR IN 
THE MAKING 

In February, 10 of our Year 8 students 
attended the official opening of the 
new internal refurbishment of the 

Northumbrian Water Hide at Low Barns 
Nature Reserve.  They represented 
the 2 groups who  last summer had 
visited the Reserve and worked with 
other school children and professional 
artists to create vibrant and informative 
displays on the walls of the hide.  
Thank you to Daisy Arts and Durham 
Wildlife Trust for sharing this exciting 
opportunity with us!

Low Barns Nature  Reserve  

“When the Bugle Calls” was a project 
some of our art and music students 
participated in after we had been to an 
exhibition at Bishop Auckland Town Hall.  
We worked with Naomi Beeley, from the 
Durham Light Infantry Collection, and 
musicians Helen Temperley and Gary 
Miller.  At the beginning of the day Naomi 
showed us some objects that were linked 
to or involved in World War 1, which were 
either donated or belonged to the DLI. 
We were allowed to try on replica outfits 
and uniforms that would have been worn 
in the war, mostly by soldiers and nurses.  
We were separated into two groups and 
began to work with the experts.

In our music session, we wrote poems, 
which we centred on the boys and 
families that were affected by the war; 
we extracted the lines that we liked best 

and then created one song. Then we 
added chords to the pieces and put them 
together and practised them. When our 
two hour session was over, we moved 
into another room in which we created 
pieces of art that we based on the events 
of the war. We made sketches, models 
and paintings of war-related concepts 
and then placed then on a board which 
we displayed. 

A few weeks after our day with the 
visitors, we were invited to perform 
our songs and show our art work at St 
Wilfrid’s Primary School.  The children 
there had done the workshop too.  All 
of our students that participated in the 
event thoroughly enjoyed the whole 
experience and would love to participate 
in projects like this again; it has been a 
brilliant opportunity!
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This year’s summer production 
saw students from Years 7-13 put 
on their leg warmers and take to 
the stage for ‘Fame: the Musical’!

Set in the fictional P.A High School 
of the Performing Arts, the show 
follows the budding actors, 

dancers and musicians as they navigate 
adolescence and the world of showbiz! 

Auditions were held in January and 
Mrs Rose and Miss Bell were blown 
away by the talent on show, with over 
60 students auditioning. The dedication 
and commitment students showed 
throughout the rehearsal process was 
incredible, and we really could not have 
asked for a better cast, especially when 
many of the cast were also completing 
their GCSEs and A Levels at the same 
time. This year’s cast were also a huge 
help in decorating the set and ensuring 
the whole production came together 
seamlessly.

This year’s principal cast consisted of 
these awesomely talented individuals:

Sophie Sharp (Year 11), Kiera Taylor 
(Year 12), Molly Raine (Year 13), Joe 
Lupton (Year 11), Richie Anderson (Year 
13), Keir Goodwin (Year 11), Elize Davies 
(Year 12), Molly Dutchburn (Year 10), 
Charlie Jackson (Year 10), Katy Taylor 
(Year 10), Evan McGowan (Year 7), Ellie 
Bennett (Year 12), Laura Blakey (Year 9), 
Daniel Wilson (Year 9), Matthew Mellody 
(Year 9).

The audience were totally blown 
away by the singing and acting talent 
on display from the principal cast, with 
several commenting that they felt like 
they were watching a professional 
performance! Their ability to take the 
audience on a journey with the characters 
and showcase a huge range of emotions 
was something amazing to watch. 

The principal cast were supported by 
an excellent team of dancers, who did all 
their own choreography, and of course 
a fantastic group of chorus members. 
There were even some special staff 
cameos at the beginning of the show 
from Miss Batty, Miss Hutchinson, Ms 
Somers and Dave Mawdsley. 

This year’s production was a particularly 
significant one, as it was the final show 
for many of our students who are leaving 
St John’s for University or College. We, 
therefore, say a very heartfelt goodbye 
to our Year 13s: Molly Raine and Richie 
Anderson and our Year 11s: Keir Goodwin 

“Fame!”

and Joe Lupton who have all been a huge 
part of the school production family and 
will be sincerely missed. We wish you all 
the luck in the world and thank you for 
the incredible dedication you have shown 
over the years. You are the true definition 
of St John’s Eagles and we know you will 
continue to soar and succeed in whatever 
you do in the future!

So there we have it; after two amazing 
sell-out shows, the St John’s production 
is over for another year. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank all of the 
wonderful students involved for making 
the show such a success, as well as all of 
the staff and parents for their continued 
support.  We really do have some 
incredibly talented students here at St 
John’s and it is an absolute pleasure to 
watch them go from strength to strength. 

So what will next year have in store? 
You’ll just have to keep an eye out in 
September to find out, but we may 
just mix it up a bit next year with cast 
members both old and new!

Fame Cast 2019- “We’ll always 
remember your name!”

Mrs Rose, very proud Director and 
Head of Drama


