
   

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Policy on Drugs Education and Procedures 
Related to Drugs and Solvent Abuse 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Document Management 

Date Policy Approved: March 2020 

Reviewed by: Paula Watson 

Date reviewed and amended: Feb 2020 

Next review date: Feb 2023 

Approving Body: Local Governing Body 



   

 

 
 

1. Background: 
 

(i) Evidence of widespread availability of hard and soft drugs in all areas of the school’s 
neighbourhood and outlying parts. 

(ii) Much evidence of drug-related practices being usually limited to recreational 
activities rather than associated with school. 

(iii) A parent/carer inevitability that some drugs/solvent abuse will ultimately affect most 
schools, e.g. cannabis. 

 
2. Education Programme 
 

(i) The Pastoral programme will provide the prime platform for giving accurate 
information concerning drugs and solvents. 

(ii) A developmental programme will provide students with the expertise and skills to 
make informed judgements at appropriate times in their lives. 

(iii) Priority will be given to enlisting external providers with up-to-date information and 
advice both for staff and students. 
The above programme will encompass: 
(a) details concerning substances involved  
(b) attitudes to drugs 
(c) social context of drug taking 
(d) county lines 
(e) conditions giving rise to drug taking – peer group pressure 
(f) legal implications 
(g) health aspects of drug taking 
(h) emphasis on personal responsibility and the building of self-esteem 

 
3. Procedures Relating to Incidents of Drugs/Solvent Abuse 
 
(1) Any instances of drug possession or abuse will be dealt with in a manner which emphasises 

the serious nature of such a breach of school rules. Normally this will involve a period of 
exclusion to allow the school time to investigate the situation and to allow the student(s) time 
to reflect on their actions. Before returning to school a meeting will be arranged with the 
student(s) and their parent/carers in which assurances will be required that there will be no 
repetition of drugs/solvent abuse in or around the school premises. Appropriate drugs advice 
and counselling will also be sought. Failure to co-operate fully with the school in these 
matters may lead to permanent exclusion.  

(2) Any student found dealing in controlled substances on the school premises will be subject to 
immediate disciplinary action and this will entail reference to the police, as a possible 
criminal activity might need to be investigated. 

 
Conclusion 
In the interests of the whole community, the school’s drugs education programme and policy statement will 
set out to: 
 
(1) Provide an informative base from which students will be able to make informed decisions. 
(2) Give clear guidelines to students in the event of drug abuse on the school premises. 
(3) Work towards the continued preservation of a safe and secure environment for everyone where 

drugs/solvent abuse has no place. 
 
 


