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WELCOME

At this special time of year 
students and staff at St John’s 
are working hard to support those 
who find themselves in difficult 
circumstances.  Charitable 
activities for “Macmillan Cancer 
Support,” “Project Peru” and 
“Operation Christmas Child” 
have taken place over recent 
weeks and we have been 
overwhelmed by your generosity 
and willingness to help.  Our 
young people never cease to 
amaze us with their enthusiasm 
and commitment, and it is 
always wonderful to see them 
dedicating so much time and 
effort in helping those who are 
less fortunate than themselves.  
Their commitment to such worthy 
causes is particularly poignant 
as we begin our Jubilee Year of 
Mercy, recognising that we all 
have a special part to play in 
assisting those who are in need.

During the term students have 
taken full advantage of the 
wonderful opportunities available 
to them from visits to universities, 

museums and exhibitions to 
developing their spiritual, cultural 
and social understanding through 
reflective retreat experiences 
and creative workshops.  With 
a wealth of extra-curricular 
events, sporting tournaments, 
liturgical experiences, musical 
extravaganzas and Catholic 
Partnership activities, this has 
certainly been a busy and exciting 
term for one and all. 

As “A Learning Community 
Guided by Gospel Values” we 
strive to develop the whole 
person, providing experiences 
that can be truly life-changing. 
Such a variety of events have 
encouraged our students to 
develop their own unique talents 
and we hope our newsletter 
provides an insight into the 
amazing activities enjoyed by 
our students, enabling them to 
shine both within St John’s and 
throughout the wider community.  

In this season of Advent there is 
no doubt that the acts of giving 

and receiving are at the very heart 
of Christmas.  Looking through 
the newsletter you will see that 
it is full of superb stories of how 
our young people have made the 
most of their own special gifts, 
enabling them to live life to the 
full.  The joy and fulfilment that 
our young people generate, when 
they commit themselves to the 
many activities outlined in this 
newsletter, enrich our whole 
community.

During this Advent, as we 
prepare for Christmas, let us 
all remember that the greatest 
gift the world has ever received 
was the birth of a baby who 
came so that we all may have life 
and, through Him, we have the 
opportunity to live our lives to the 
full.

I would like to wish you all a very 
happy and peaceful Christmas.

Lisa Byron

Head Teacher    
 

By the time you read this newsletter we 
would imagine that many of you will be busy 
preparing for the great celebration of Christmas 
and counting down the days when you can 
enjoy the company of friends and family.  

LISA BYRON
Head Teacher
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YEAR 12 AND 
10 STUDENTS 
WORK WITH 
BOWES MUSEUM 

A number of Year 12 students studying 
photography here at St John’s have 
recently been working with Bowes 
Museum to produce work influenced 
by the visiting Artist Room Exhibition 
which is currently showcasing the 
work of Robert Mapplethorpe, one of 
the most renowned and accomplished 
photographers of our time.

During a visit to the school by a member 
of the museum’s educational team, the 
students were set an “open brief” that 
required them to produce an image 
that explored who they were, the image 
needed to be captured using a black and 
white format. In addition; students had 
to ensure that their image contained 
what Mapplethorpe called the “magic!” 
Mapplethorpe always looked for that 
‘magic’ quality in his work, that one thing 
that just made his image shine. I’d like to 
think our students managed to capture 
this “magic” - please pay the museum a 
visit and judge for yourself.

The students also had the opportunity 
to curate the actual exhibition on Friday 
27th November, assisting with the 
display and presentation of the work. 
The BBC Look North team visited the 
museum to produce a news clip which 
our Year 12 students starred in. Fame at 
last! 

The preview night of the exhibition 
was by invitation only; the work looked 
incredible and was appreciated by all. 
SRS (a local band) played to create 
a truly magical atmosphere for the 
exhibition. Many thanks to the band and 
to Edward Stringer for arranging this.

Young adults under the age of 25 are 
able to see the exhibition for free until 
the end of April and there are many 
other workshops available on the Bowes 
Museum website, it is not too late to get 
involved.

Mrs Kipling 

Art students in Year 9 were pleased to 
take part in this year’s Community Art 
Exhibition in Tow Law.  The theme was 
community.  Brianna Twedall, Calista 
Donovan, Megan Stoker, Lily Bonas, Paul 
Ughra, Jennifer Hindle, Katie Hook and 
Shauner Molloy all spent a day at the 
Community Centre working with artist 
Alison Diamond. They helped children 
from Blessed John Duckett Primary 
School and Millennium Primary School 
to create two splendid silk screen 
printed banners. Children from Blessed 
John Duckett also spent a morning at 
St John’s with art teacher Mrs Kipling 
creating images of buildings in Tow Law. 
The exhibition was officially opened by 
Councillor John Hart on 13 November.  
Led by a band of St John’s and Jack 
Drum samba players, children and 
staff processed (in decidedly blustery 
weather!) to the church of St Philip and St 
James as well as to St Joseph’s Church 
where the banners and other artwork 
were displayed. Father Ryan gave a 
blessing and the event included musical 
entertainment by members of the choir 
and musicians from St John’s as well 
as the children themselves.  Back at the 
Community Centre everyone enjoyed hot 
chocolate, soup, bread and a brownie.  We 
very much appreciated the opportunity 
given us by Jenny Mountain to be involved 
in this community project.

Community Art Exhibition
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During the day they gave short presentations 
and ran lively workshops in African song, 
dance and drumming with children from 
some of our Primary feeder schools: Blessed 
John Duckett, St Chad’s, St Wilfrid’s, St 
Joseph’s Newton Aycliffe and Our Lady and 
St Thomas.  In the evening over 150 people 
were treated to a vibrant and energetic 

performance by this young and highly 
talented group in an exciting programme 
packed full of fun, fine vocals, drumming 
and dance.  It was lovely to see some of 
the children on stage too, performing what 
they had learnt earlier in the day.  Perfect 
entertainment for all the family and an 
opportunity to purchase beautifully hand 

crafted traditional products.

We are delighted to inform you that thanks 
to the generous donations of those who 
attended, we raised £1,193 to help sustain 
and improve the standard of education, 
healthcare and living conditions in Uganda.  

THE PEARL 
OF AFRICA 

The Pearl of Africa Children’s Choir returned to the 
North East in September and were enthusiastically 
welcomed back to St John’s – their third visit!  

Through Highlights Rural Touring Scheme, early in November 
Canadian indie folk collective The Fugitives provided a superb 
evening of entertainment. Young, funny and uplifting they 
performed a varied programme demonstrating brilliant 
musicianship, top-notch song writing and complex vocal 
harmonies.

In December we welcomed Morgan and West in Parlour 
Tricks, a brand new family-friendly show full of jaw-dropping, 
brain-bursting, gasp-eliciting feats of magic in the delightful 
setting of a Victorian parlour. The pair performed with wit, 
charm and plenty of panache!

HIGHLIGHTS RURAL TOURING SCHEME
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Stand aside  Alan Titchmarsh! Make 
way, Monty Don... There's a new breed 
of Horticulturists in town, as for the first 
time in our school's history, St John's 
has become the proud recipient of a 
Royal Horticulture Society's prestigious 
Outstanding Award!

Students in Years 9-11 have participated 
in a challenging but rewarding vocational 
qualification in Horticulture with our DACC 
( Durham Agency Against Crime) partners, 
led by PC Iain Robertson and colleagues. 
During the course, students learn how 
to plan and manage projects whilst 
helping local community groups such 
as Evergreen Primary School and local 
parishes, St Mary's and St Wilfrid's. Whilst 
doing this, they also studied for accredited 
qualifications which could help them in 
their future careers.

So far, the group have worked on a range 
of projects including designing and 
planting sensory gardens for children with 
special educational needs and disabilities, 
to crafting wooden planters and planting 
hanging baskets for local churches. It was 
their work from the church renovation 
project and Evergreen primary which 
caught the eye of the judges, who found 
their level of talent to be particularly 
impressive, considering the age of the 
students and the length of time some 

students had been studying the course. 
The maturity and empathy of the group 
when listening to the needs of their clients 
was also commented upon as an area of 
strength.  

They were invited for tea with Lisa Byron, 
Headteacher, and letters of commendation 
sent home

"The award shows the effort and the sheer 
talent of the group we work with at St 
John's and we look forward to developing 
the project further next year " said Iain 
Robertson, Leader of the 'Haggrid' 
Horticulture project.

Already, Year 9 student, Alexander Sams, 
has been chosen as one of only two 
students to represent the Durham based 
project in a talent showcase  for City and 
Guilds examiners in December.

The students who are involved with the 
Haggrid project are Alex Sams, Patrick 
Miller, Liam Miller, Ryan Graydon, 
Cameron Johnson, James Howe, Barney 
Jardine
Pictured: Students Barney Jardine and Cameron 
Johnson receiving the Outstanding Award on 
behalf of St John's at the spectacular RHS  
Awards Event held in October 2015

Mrs Kathryn L Palmer 
SENDCo (Special Needs and Disabilities 
Co-ordinator)

ST JOHN’S HORTICULTURE GROUP 
ARE OFFICIALLY... OUTSTANDING...

HURRAY FOR 
THE HAGGRID 
GROUP!

For the 
last year of 
my life at 
St. John’s 
I’ve been 
involved 
with a 
brilliant 
group 
which has 
inspired me 
to respect 
the natural 

world around me. It’s brought me 
closer to mates I had already known 
for years. Together we go out into 
the community and help other 
schools, in particular, a favourite of 
mine is the Chilton Primary School 
Project: basically we helped to 
create a mini nature reserve for 
the youngsters. This included:  logs 
placed together and covered in bark, 
making a mini house for animals. 
This keeps them safe and it was a 
good way of re-using the wood from 
the trees we felled. We have a good 
laugh with our leaders, Uncle Butch 
and Grandad Dave, who are really 
policemen in another life. These 
guys were really proud of us when 
we got an award from the Royal 
Horticultural Society which was 
named, ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood 
Outstanding Award’. I work six hours 
a week on this project and these 
are the happiest, busiest and most 
positive times for me. They helped 
me to decide on my future career 
plans and it’s definitely going to be 
the outdoor life for me.

Alex Sams, Year 9
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Year 10 retreat
In October forty eight students from Year 10 
travelled to the Emmaus Youth Village in Consett 
to participate in a residential retreat. The 
students were able to spend time exploring their 
faith through workshops, music and reflection. 
They all had an amazing time. 

After the creation of a much admired memorial cross for the school’s First World War 
Centenary Exhibition last year, a small band of Year 11 students, who are following 
a Level 3 Heritage and Traditional Crafts course have recently hand crafted over 50 
steel poppies for sale, raising an impressive £426 for the Royal British Legion and Help 
for Heroes. Anthony Allison, Keiron Foreman, Kieran Hall and John James Perangie 
welcomed Royal Marines Reserves Si and Steve together with Officer Training Cadets 
James and Harry one afternoon and presented them with a poppy to be displayed in 
their unit in Newcastle.  In memory of Captain Richard Holloway, who attended St John’s 
School from 1995 to 2000 the boys were also proud to present a poppy to his unit and it is 
on display in the Chapel on the base in Poole. 

HAND CRAFTED POPPIES

HISTORY
Year 8 students in History have recently completed their 
first independent project on the Industrial Revolution. 
Students were asked to create a chapter of a textbook 
designed to teach year 6 students about the impact of the 
Industrial Revolution in the North of England. There were 
some outstanding projects from the year 8 students showing 
their creativity, their ability to conduct research and their 
understanding of the major changes in England during the 
Industrial era. A huge well done to our year 8 Historians! 
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NEW GLEE CLUB IS FORMED!
The Glee Club is up and running for the second year in a row 
and we are delighted to welcome some new Year 12 members. 
They have already had their first performances at the Sixth 
Form Open Evening and the Sing To Win Competition. The 
competition is at the Cornmill Shopping Centre in Darlington 
from 6pm if you would like to come and support them. 
Alternatively you can vote for them on the Cornmill Centre’s 
Facebook page after they have performed.

They are a wonderful bunch of young people and I couldn’t be 
more proud of them.

Miss Batty

Lourdes 
THERE ARE STILL PLACES AVAILABLE ON 
OUR EASTER PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES. 

Hello my name is Joseph 
Shimwell, and I won a 
national competition for 
film reviews on the website 
intofilm.com. Into film is a 
website where film clubs 
all over Great Britain can 
upload reviews and talk 
about films in your film 
club group. I reviewed 
my all-time favourite 
film Signs, which I would 
advise anyone to watch, 
the film is so layered and 
terrifying. Hope you enjoy 
the review. #filmclub 
#intofilm #signsfilm @
St.Johnsnewsletter.

Let me just start by saying I like M. Nigh Shyamalan, I 
believe he is a great director who has made great films, 
although his career has dipped down in the past 6 years, he 
still remains one of my favourite film makers of all time.

So when siting down to watch this film I had lots of high 
exceptions, I had heard something about the ending (I will 
come to that later) but I was going to view the film without 
any knowledge of it. And if I had to be honest I was super 
impressed.

The film follows the story of a priest turned farmer (Mel 
Gibson) who lives with his two children (Rory Culkin & 
Abigail Breslin) and his ex-baseball player brother (Joaquin 
Phoenix). The film tracks their life when huge crop circles 
begin popping up all round the world including in their back 
yard. The family begin to watch in paranoia as their whole 
world turns insane, whilst the farmer is battling with his 
faith.

Suspense is the driving force for this terrifying film, but 
don't expect jump scares or even much horror, prepare 
yourself for terror. This is not a film for everyone, as it has a 
slow narrative and to be honest not much goes on, but that 
is why the film works, as it drains every last bit of tension 
from you, before piling on the scares in the last 20 minutes. 
The film is a true work of genius, never before, well since 
Hitchcock, has suspense and dread been handled as well 
as this.

Joseph attends Film Club every Thursday in the LRC from 
3.00pm – 5.15pm
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COCA COLA 
COMPETITION
From September to November Year 9 Business 
Students worked together in four groups to create 
a branded fruit drink for a national competition 
organised by Coca Cola.  Their task included 
business topics such as costs and revenues, 
branding and working with local charities.  Groups 
presented to the 6th form A’Level class who judged 
them based on the criteria given by Coca Cola.  
Declan Grayson played the role of Sir Alan Sugar 
and fired some tough questions at the group.

Little Man Enterprises Calista Donovan, Chiedza 
Ndiyamba, Louie Robson, Anna Bates, Caitlin 
Wheldon, Shivam Sharma and Matthew Greathead 
were the stand out performers and won by a land 
slide with a very good professional presentation and 
ideas that were well thought out.  Their presentation 
has been submitted to Coca Cola to compete with 
other schools all over the country and they are 
waiting to find out if they have been successful in 
making it through to the next round.

Katelyn Payne  

 
It is with great delight we can 
announce one of our students has won 
the prestigious Young People’s Extra 
Special Achievement Award from 
Spennymoor Town Council.
On 23rd November  at Spennymoor Town Hall 
12 year old Katelyn Payne  was presented 
her award by Mayor Patricia Lawton. The 
Spennymoor Young People’s Awards were 
launched last year by the Town Council and 
celebrates the achievements of children in the 
Local Community.

Town Mayor Pat Lawton said “Spennymoor Town 
Council believes in the importance of investing 
in our young people, recognising them for their 
ability, hard work and achievements”.

Katelyn Payne has a condition called Alopecia 
Universalis, she has no hair on her body. Over 
the year Katelyn has helped raise funds to 
support other children with the condition from 

across the UK. She helps to organise a 
Children’s Alopecia Camp which is now 
in its seventh year. Earlier in the year 
Katelyn created an awareness video 
for Global Media Giant Barcroft TV, her 
video has close to 200000 views on You 
Tube.

Following the success of this video she 
recently has been filmed over two days 
for a documentary due to be aired on 
the Discovery Channel worldwide in 
2017. To complete the filming, in the 

New Year Katelyn will be filmed in a 
photoshoot as she models for a Beverly 
Hills Company called Joli Cameleon. 

Katelyn’s dad said “We are all incredibly 
proud of how well Katelyn has adjusted 
to life with no hair. We would like to 
thank all the teachers and students at 
St John’s for supporting Katelyn every 
day, this support is invaluable and will 
help this young lady achieve her dreams 
in life.”
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The Pope John Paul II Award 

The award was offered to all our Sixth Form 
students and enables them to become more 
actively involved in the life of their parish 
and community. Students are reminded that 
religion is not just for learning, nor a list of 
rules designed to stop you doing what you 
want. Religion is for living and through taking 
an active part in their church and community 
students will experience the contentment 
and fulfilment that comes from serving 
others, especially those in great need.

The award gives students a feeling of 
personal achievement that they gain from 
taking part and their participation will help 
to show future employers and educators 
that they are individuals who can make an 
ongoing commitment to a task. The award is 
non-competitive, flexible and voluntary.

Eighteen of our Sixth Form have signed up 
to this award and attended the launch of the 
award at St Mary’s Cathedral in October with 
the Papal Nuncio.

PEER MENTORING IN MATHS:
Due to last year’s success, we have re-started the peer mentoring between Sixth 
Form students and Year 7.  Last year saw both year groups benefiting greatly from 
this experience.  We are lucky to have 21 Sixth Form students volunteer to work with 
the Year 7 students, 16 of those are from Year 13 who have volunteered their lunch 
time to be involved!  The Year 7 students are working on basic Maths skills such as 
Multiplication and Fractions/Decimals/Percentages and have the chance to ask their 
Sixth Form buddy about topics they may be unsure about during lessons. This will 
hopefully increase their confidence in Maths. So far, all Year 7 students have been 
speaking very positively about the experience in lessons and look forward to working 
with their buddies.

“The award gives students a 
feeling of personal achievement”

The Pope John Paul II Award is dedicated to the memory of the late 
Pope, St. John Paul II, whose love of young people was so profound. 
The Award was launched in 2006 in the Diocese of Derry, Ireland 
and is in its initial year in Hexham and Newcastle.
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Year 9
CHARITY 
WORK
This academic 
year, Year 9 has 
chosen to support 
Butterwick House 
Children’s Hospice 
as their nominated charity. There will be 
fundraising events throughout the coming 
year so that they can raise as much money 
as possible.

On 3 October, Amy Dolphin (9R) started the 
fund-raising off in great style by collecting 
an amazing £50 from very generous 
Sunderland fans on the supporters’ bus on 
the way home from the match.

Well done Amy!

In September we celebrated the success of our students at the school Awards 
Evening. The awards were given to those who have shown great commitment to 
their studies in the previous academic year across the curriculum.

Left to right:Millie Tinkler, Anna Bates, Jack Clarke, John Grey, Elliot Pole, Caitlin 
McLeod, Alex Douthwaite

ACADEMIC SUCCESS AND CELEBRATION

We also presented awards to those students, who were nominated by staff, for their 
excellent contributions to individual subjects.

Left to right: Leigh-anna Hallett, Lucy Wright, Jennifer Hindle, Logan Sanderson-
Howes, Katelyn Place, Charlotte Mardula, Kiera Taylor, Hamish Wigley-Smith, Emily 
Maguire, Ciara Holmes, Benjamin Oliver, Ellie Houlahan, Julia Liberska, Neve Mason, 
Kennedi Spensley, Ross Dunbar, Amelia Troup, Chiedza Ndiyamba, Holly Frankland, 
Harry Joyce,  Calista Donovan.

Oscar is an 
acrobatic gymnast 
who has been 
selected to attend 
trials for the 
British team. He 
currently trains 
for at least twenty 
hours every week 
and if he’s successful he will travel with 
Team GB to Putain in China for the World 
Championships in March 2016. A star in 
the making!

Good luck Oscar.

WELL DONE 
TO OSCAR 

GASCOIGNE-
ALLEN (9R)

WELL DONE 
TO HADYN 
CRAGGS  

(9A)

Another 
international star 
is Hadyn Craggs 
(9A). Haydn 
represented 
Great Britain in 
Water Polo at a 
competition in 
Spain over the 
summer holidays. He also has several 
competitions coming up over the coming 
months .

Good luck Haydn.

FOCUS ON
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Late on the evening of 21st May, after a 
fairly long journey, we eventually arrived at 
our destination Zaragoza, the home of my 
new Spanish friend. We had already met 
and spent a fantastic week in the North 
East when we played host in April: we 
visited St James’ Park, Durham Cathedral 
and Beamish. We enjoyed meals out, 
going to Laser Quest and bowling as well 
as attending parties with my new Spanish 
friend. 

The journey had taken us via Newcastle 
to Barcelona airport 'El Prat' where 
Mr Robertson had hired a Spanish bus 
company to take us on the 4 hour journey 
to Zaragoza. We were shocked at the 
standard of coach - we thought that it 
had been hired for FC. Barcelona and 
Lionel Messi not twenty students from 
Bishop Auckland - it was an amazing trip! 
When we arrived we were greeted by our 
Spanish friends and family and taken to 
their homes. The flat was very modern, but 
really homely. Early the following day, we 
had wide selection of delicious foods for 
our breakfast which we thoroughly enjoyed 
and then, just before eight o’clock Spanish 
time, we boarded the school bus to take 
us to the school, where our first lesson, 
funnily enough, was English.

On Monday, we visited the school and 
had a guided tour and even got to sample 
our first taste of Spanish school food, 

some of which we didn't like and it was an 
experience we will never forget. Monday 
night saw all of us at Laser Quest, where 
we enjoyed two games, and then later, 
around nine o’clock, we had our tea (in 
fact this was the time that we usually ate 
at night.)

Zaragoza was the name of the beautiful 
City in which we were staying, and on 
Tuesday morning we had an opportunity 
to have a good look around it and discover 
its history for ourselves. In the afternoon, 
we visited the centre of the city and looked 
around the impressive Basilica. We also 
went to the biggest aquarium in Europe, 
painted pictures in the 'Francisco Goya' 
museum of Art, attended a real Spanish 
Football match, where Zaragoza were 
unfortunately beaten 1 -0  by Mirandes. 
We had a guided tour of the stadium 
and one of our favourite activities was 
'La chocolatada' a churros (Spanish, 
doughnuts and melted Chocolate party).  
We will never forget our incredible Spanish 
adventure, I am going back to Spain in the 
summer with my family to spend a week 
with our new friends.

Thanks to the Exchange I now have a new 
found love of the culture and my Spanish 
has really improved.

Kate Berry and Emily Ellison

SPANISH 
EXCHANGE

On Sunday 21st May, twenty excited 
students from Year 7 took the long 
journey to Zaragoza, Spain from 
Newcastle to take part in an exchange 
with our sister school Colegio, El 
Salvador

This was an invaluable exchange that 
allowed students to immerse themselves 
in a different culture, and put their 
knowledge of Spanish into practice within 
a meaningful context. In addition to this, 
St John’s students have made some 
lasting memories, and more importantly 
developed life-long friendships!  

Read all about our exciting adventures in 
Kate and Emily’s article.
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For the third year running, twelve schools along with ten of their top Year 8 or 9 
linguists converged on St John's for a day that will live long in their memories. 
Students and staff were met with hot chocolate and croissants and a welcome talk 
by Mr Robertson Head of MFL. He described how languages open doors throughout 
life and how important it is to ensure we continue to develop linguists of the future.

Students were then separated into mixed groups which were named after teams 
competing in the Rugby World Cup, to show respect for each nation taking part 
in such an iconic event. The menu of sessions on offer ensured that everyone had 
an incredible experience of not only European languages, but world ones too. All 
students spent time studying Greek language and culture including Zorba dancing, 
French via Fairy tales and children stories, French and German music and language, 
and 'The Great Spanish Bakeoff'. 

One of the most impressive parts of the days for everyone at St John's was watching 
students from all corners of the region come together and celebrate languages as 
one and making new friendships along the way. Finally St John's Sixth Form MFL 
students who had been following groups around the sessions provided names of 
the top linguists and these students were awarded a prize by Mr Robertson for their 
outstanding effort throughout the day. The final act of the day was to take some 
group photos to keep as a reminder of what was a special day, not only for St John's 
as hosts, but also every student and member of staff involved. We can't wait for the 
next one!

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES 
EXTRAVAGANZA AT ST JOHN’S St. John's goes 

International 
crazy...
Many lessons at St. John's took on 
an global twist to celebrate the first 
'International Week of Education' since 
the school was awarded the coveted ' 
International School Award'. Such was the 
wide and impressive range of activities 
taking place all students were in some 
way given the opportunity to work on an 
International theme throughout the week. 
Activities included...

English- heated (debates) about the 
current refugee crisis

Maths- Chinese numbers and Islamic Art

Geography - flags of the world

P.E - American football week

Physiology - different views of eating 
disorders by other cultures

Business - globalisation of the foreign 
markets

MFL - RENFE (Spanish railway, project 
with a local artist), SKYPE with Chilean 
school

Science - RSC global experiment water/
hydrogels 

Food Technology - Italian food week

Sociology - Skype with a Spanish school - 
focus on the school day in both countries.

A huge thank you to all staff who have 
worked really hard to embrace the week 
and show how committed we all are to 
making our students good global citizens. 
We have certainly given our students 
a greater insight into the wider world 
around them.

Many thanks, 
Philip Robertson 

Thursday September 24th saw 
St John’s transformed into a 
sea of colour, excitement and 
flair as the MFL department 
hosted the European Day Of 
Languages on behalf of the 
Catholic Partnership. 
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A Year 9 class debating the 
Refugee crisis as part of 
International Week in English.

St John’s has received a 
prestigious recognition for our 
“outstanding” international 
education programme.
We have been accredited by the British 
Council with the International School 
Award (ISA). 

The award lasts for three years and 
should strengthen future applications by 
St John’s for funding to develop its array 
of cross-curricular links with schools and 
communities worldwide.

The British Council, which promotes 
cultural relations and educational 
opportunities between the United Kingdom 
and the rest of the world, described St 
John’s application as “outstanding” and 
praised its “commitment and passion” 
towards its international programme.

Among the features singled out were 
partnerships 
with both local 
schools and 
others as far 
away as Spain, 
Chile, Peru and 
Bangladesh. 

As an example of 
its commitment 
towards the 
programme, St John’s annual Project Peru 
campaign involves around 30 staff and 
students embarking on a three-week trip 
to the Amazon jungle to build vital facilities 
for residents in the remote city of Iquitos.

The British Council report noted: “Your 
links with Spanish speaking countries like 
Chile and Peru make the embedding of 
Spanish more interesting by combining 
language studies with topical global 
themes such as sustainable living, for 
example.”

Other initiatives include staff and student 
exchanges with a school in Zaragoza, 
Spain, with contact maintained on a daily 
basis so that the two schools can share 
resources and ideas. 

Similar links have been forged with a 
school in Megeve, France, following a 
sustainability project looking at topics such 
as renewable energy and organic farming. 

Another joint initiative with a school in 
Tubingen, Germany, involved students 
working tactfully and sensitively together 
to create part of an exhibition at St John’s 
to mark last year’s centenary of the 
outbreak of the Great War. 

The school’s cross-curricular projects 
also involve feeder primary schools and 
other secondary schools as well as talks 
to students by Durham University students 
from countries as diverse as Brazil, 
Russia, Canada, Iraq and Pakistan.  

Participation has extended to the 
wider community with families offering 
accommodation to exchange students and 
the public supporting ongoing Project Peru 
fundraising ventures.

The report also praised St John’s 
international co-ordinator and head 
of Modern Foreign Languages (MFL), 
Philip Robertson, for co-ordinating an 
“impressive array of work” and described 

him as “a credit 
to the school 
and the wider 
community”. 

Mr Robertson 
thanked his 
department and 
the school as a 
whole, adding: 
“It is a massive 

honour for the school and means we are 
part of an elite group of schools to have 
received this status.

“As well as the kudos of being able to 
say we are an international school, it 
will hopefully unlock more doors for us 
to attract more funding and grants to 
continue our work. 

“From the students’ point of view, the 
exchange visits have allowed individuals 
coming here to learn about British values 
and for our students to discover other 
cultures and customs.” 

The International School Award is seen 
as a guiding framework for schools to 
help them embed their international work 
within their curriculum and to prepare 
their students for life in a global society. 

St John’s annual Project Peru campaign 
involves around 30 staff and students 
embarking on a three-week trip to the 

Amazon jungle to build vital facilities for 
residents in the remote city of Iquitos.

Name:             
 

Chinese Numbers 
 

         

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
         

 

2 + 3 = ? 

 
1 + 5 = ? 

 
3 + 4 = ? 

 
6 + 2 = ? 

 
4 + 5 = ? 

 
7 + 1 = ? 

 
3 + 6 = ? 
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Year 10 Science students and Engineering and English students 
from the Sixth Form enjoyed their tours round the Museum and 
their rides on the Steam Engine!

Jaquie Holloway

Full Steam Ahead!
Mrs Holloway was fortunate to be granted some 
special funding for arts activities but decided to 
blow the lot on one big project – trains!  
Cultural and creative participation can be transformative and 
helps to raise our students’ aspirations and self-esteem. It 
inspires them to extend their knowledge and understanding of 
the world around them, to develop their own gifts and talents and 
to develop a range of transferable skills.  As a school we have an 
opportunity to strengthen our links with the wider community as 
well as with artists and arts organisations.

Members of staff from 11 departments came forward to take 
part in this cross-curricular project and students from Year 7 all 
the way through to Year 13 are currently involved. We are also 
pleased that children from St Joseph’s Primary School Newton 
Aycliffe are joining in.  Each group is investigating something 
different such as carbon pollution, engine and carriage design, 

refugees and migration, characters who travel by train and 
advertisements for train travel.  Visual artwork under way 
includes a clay relief panel, vintage posters, a film, photography, 
book sculpture, a highly original overlaid map of Spain marking 
the AVE routes and, we hope, a steel sculpture.  

In November we hired a steam engine for a day in Shildon. Over 
100 students (and staff!) enjoyed rides followed by entertaining 
and informative guided tours round The National Rail Museum  
and time to explore on their own. Two other groups have visited 
since and Graphics students went to Durham City to conduct 
research and take photographs for their posters.

The completion of the project will be celebrated at an exciting 
evening event at the National Railway Museum Shildon on 
Wednesday 10 February for which special performance work is 
being created including a soundscape, dance, drama and music.
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Continued...

Over 100 students (and staff!) 
enjoyed rides followed by 
entertaining and informative 
guided tours round the museum

Members of staff from 11 
departments came forward 
to take part in this cross-
curricular project and 
students from Year 7 all the 
way through to Year 13 are 
currently involved.
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During their visit to The National Rail Museum  Shildon Year 9 Art 
students took a selection of close-up photographs and under the 
guidance of sculptor Phil Townsend are now creating clay relief 
tiles. These will be fired, oxidised, refired then mounted to make 
one large panel which will be installed on a wall outside the Art 
Department.  

Year 7 and Year 8 Nurture groups have been 
working hard this term doing lots of research and 
work on steam trains. At the end of our project, we 
asked local Artist Sue Warlock to help us to create 
steam trains from books and paper.

We began by creating the boiler and base for the 
train using cardboard tubes covered in newspaper, 
next we created a length of track for our  trains to sit 
on using long strips of paper folded into thin lengths 
then glued together.

After morning break we began selecting our 
materials and creating our own individual trains. I 
didn’t want to be left out, so I designed my own train 
too! 

All of the students worked responsibly using the hot 
glue gun and sharp scalpels -  no fingers were glued 
together and no fingers  were lost! 

Sharlett told me, “I have learned never to give up and 
to just keep trying and that I  have a creative mind”

Our model trains all looked fantastic and were all 
very unique, each and every one of them having lots 
of character and style.

When asked what they enjoyed most about the day, 
Rhys said, “I enjoyed the day because I liked cutting 
things, using dangerous tools and making my own 
model”

Miss Heads
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EUROVISION SONG CONTEST 2015

Hexham and Newcastle Catholic Partnership Eurovision Song Contest 2015 was held 
at Carmel College on the 9th December 2015. 17 pstudents from Years 7, 9 and 12 
represented St John’s and came third with a Greek version of “Santa Claus is coming to 
town. It is a great opportunity to learn a new language, to have fun and to come together 
with different schools to celebrate their ability to learn a new language. All students sang 
brilliantly with so much talent and effort - well done to all who performed from St John’s.

Should parents want to see more pictures of the days event please go to:  
http://hncps.co.uk/

Or to view a video of the event visit: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2nyAWsYr1QeZlByX0VMa1Z3X3c/view?pli=1  

OUR TALENTED SINGERS ARE:

 

Year 9
Millie Cairns 9O

Sophie Ruddick 9J

Year 7
Sophie Bush

Annia Walton

Alice Coulthard

Eleanor Giolghtly

Lauren Nicholson

Ellie Bates

Eve Rose

Aboahbea Attuah

Emily Meale 

Hannah Gash

Emily Scorer

Olivia Thompson

Emily Edwards

Year 12/13
Giorgia Terminell -  Introduced the 
song in Italian

Tom Raine - Translated into English

Duke of Edinburgh's Awards Evening

Wednesday 10th December was the Duke of Edinburgh's Awards Evening with guest 
speaker Sue Turnbull. It was a fantastic night which was well attended by many of the 
participants and their families. We had a range of awards from Bronze, Silver and Gold. 
Also, one of our former students received his Basic Expedition Leaders Award, which 
will enable him to assist the school staff with upcoming expeditions.

For the Duke of Edinburgh award students complete four sections: Physical (taking 
part in a sport), Skill (learning something new), Volunteering (helping in the community) 
and the Expeditions (carrying all of their food and equipment to navigate a route and 
camp for a weekend). It is a fantastic qualification which is extremely rewarding and 
excellent for job and university applications. St John's is currently recruiting for the 
awards, therefore if your child is interested they need to see Mr Lamb for more details.

Well done to all the students involved and thank you to all the parents for their ongoing 
support.

The St John's Duke of Edinburgh Team
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Sports

St John’s meet 
the New Zealand 
All Blacks
On Thursday 8th October 2015 St John’s 
received an exciting invitation to attend 
a rugby training session held by the New 
Zealand All Blacks at Mowden Park 
Stadium. Twelve students from across 
five year groups attended the event and 
received expert coaching from players 
such as Sonny Bill Williams, Jerome Kaino 
and Brodie Retallick. 

The atmosphere in the stadium was 
fantastic and the boys displayed their 
skills in front of 4000 fans watching 
from the stands. All of the students 
were outstanding ambassadors for our 
school and felt that they had gained vital 
experience for their rugby progression.

Also at the event, The New Zealand All 
Blacks kindly signed an official shirt for 
St Johns School. This was raffled at our 
prestigious Sports Awards evening in 
October and was won by a member of 
staff at St John’s. The winner would like 
to remain anonymous for the moment as 
the signed shirt is wrapped ready for a 
Christmas gift!

The raffle raised over £400 towards our 
PE Sports fund. A big thank you goes to 
everyone who bought a ticket. 

Steve Smith
Due to the building work in the Summer Term, this year’s Sports Day 
took place in September. Students from Years 8 to 11 competed for their 
houses in a range of events. 

The morning events were optional and traditional including runs, jumps 
and throws. In each year group two boys and two girls competed in each 
event. In the afternoon everyone was involved and students competed in 
less traditional activities including a continuous relay, splash relay, sprint 
shot and everyone’s favourite tug of war!

It was a close contest between the 4 houses. If you did not get a chance to 
see the results, please follow the link and find out more!

http://youtu.be/wBAzwwPc_R4

SPORTS DAY 
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CATHOLIC PARTNERSHIP 
SPORTSHALL ATHLETICS 
On the 15th November 28 students from 
Years 7 and 8 took part in the Catholic 
Partnership Sportshall Athletics at the 
Dolphin Centre in Darlington. All students 
performed exceptionally well and a great 
team spirit was shown, particularly when 
cheering on other students in their events. 

Teams achieved the following positions: 

Year 7 girls: 6th

Year 8 girls: 6th

Year 7 boys: 7th

Year 8 boys: 5th

Well done to all involved!

SPORTS AWARDS 
2015
Each year in September we celebrate our 
sporting achievements of the previous 
academic year. This year Mr Rhodes came 
back as the guest speaker and spoke 
passionately about his experiences in 
various roles in sport. During the first half 
of the evening we celebrated students 
achieving their half and full colours for 
dedication and performance within their 
sports. Over 150 students attended this 
fantastic evening. 

We also celebrated all the trophies that 
the school had won in the School Games, 
Catholic Partnership events, District and 
County events and National Competitions. 

The second half of the evening saw 
students receive individual awards for 
endeavour and performance. This year’s 
prestigious Eagle Award was given to 
Sophie Wood who represented England in 
the summer for girls’ football. 

Nine students went to the Regional 
Trampoline Competition on Saturday 28th 
November at Gateshead Leisure Centre 
and they were excellent!

Madeline Leach won the bronze medal 
coming 3rd out of 22 in the Under 14 Girls 
Intermediate category. Madeline, along 
with her team mates Elisha Yorke, Olivia 
Hind and Eve Coverdale won first place 
and took gold as a team. They will all be 
competing in January in the next round, 
which is Zonals.

Year 10 student Maddison Ferguson 
came 6th out of 18 in the Under 19 Girls 
Intermediate category, a fantastic place 
considering she is the youngest in this 
age category. 

Year 7 student Aimee Jacomb came 27th 
out of 87 in the Under 14 Girls Novice, 
the largest category. Congratulations are 
also in order for Catherine Batty, Rosie 
Shimwell and Zoe Dawson for performing 
in their first trampoline competition. 

TRAMPOLINING
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Follow us on Twitter to keep up to date  
with all the latest news.... @stjohnseagle

Since 1990, more than 113 million boys and girls, in over 130 countries 
have experienced God’s love through the power of simple shoebox gifts 
collected from local churches and schools by the charity Samaritan’s 
Purse.
Once again this year, students and staff at St John’s have supported this fantastic charity.

Some students packed a complete shoebox at home, some brought in small toys, 
school supplies, hygiene items, shoeboxes or wrapping paper and for one whole week, 
during Enrichment Time all tutor groups from all year groups were involved in lovingly 
wrapping and packing shoeboxes.

“On 23th November we were extremely proud and slightly emotional, when 364 
shoeboxes were collected from school by volunteers from Samaritan’s Purse.”

The shoeboxes will start their journey from a warehouse in Stanley, where they will be 
checked by volunteers before being sent on their way to children in Romania, ready for 
Christmas. 

“Everyone in school contributed to this project in some way; students, staff, parents, 
carers, grandparents, dinner ladies and cleaning staff – it was a real community effort 
and by collecting 364 shoeboxes, we have proved that every little bit really does help”

Linzi Heads LRC Manager

St John’s Spreads Christmas Joy...

20 METRE POOL & 3G FLOODLIT PITCH NOW AVAILABLE FOR HIRE! 
We are proud to announce that the swimming pool at St John’s has undergone a massive £74,000 refurbishment. In addition to 
our students using the 20 metre pool during their PE lessons,we are also offering swimming lessons during the evenings and 
at weekends.  We are able to deliver Stages 1 - 10 of the ASA “Learn to Swim” Programme so please contact us if you wish to 
find out more.

The pool is also available to hire after school and at weekends with lifeguard supervision included in the cost.

For more information on pool hire or swimming lessons, contact John Holmes on 07775903089

We are delighted to inform you that our new 3G pitch is now completed. This is a fantastic facility for our curriculum, extra-
curricular provision and wider community.

The 3G floodlit pitch, with division nets suitable for football matches or practice, is also available for private hire.  
Please contact John Morris on 01388 603246 for further details.


