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WELCOME

As you read through our newsletter 
you will see that it is full of amazing 
accounts of how our students have 
made the most of their own special 
gifts, living life to the full whilst 
supporting those less fortunate than 
ourselves.  The joy and fulfilment 
that our young people generate, 
when they commit themselves 
to the many activities outlined in 
this newsletter, enrich our whole 
community and, on behalf of our 
Governors and staff, we would like 
to congratulate our students on their 
endeavours as we are incredibly 
proud of their achievements.

At this special time of year students, 
staff, families and 2 of our local 
primary schools came together 
to celebrate the season of Advent 
with a special candle-light service.  
From our wonderful readers to 
our talented musicians and choir, 
all students embraced the true 
meaning of Christmas to make 
the event a truly memorable and 
beautiful occasion.  

Recognising that many people in 
our community and beyond may 
be vulnerable and experiencing 
difficulties at this time of year, we 
have been keen to offer our support 

In this season of Advent there is no doubt that the acts of giving 
and receiving are at the very heart of Christmas.  

LISA BYRON
Head Teacher

Dear Students, Families and Friends of St John’s

in a variety of ways.  As a school 
we collected many food items for 
The Well, a local food bank in West 
Auckland, who acknowledged the 
tremendous efforts of our young 
people when they wrote, “Thank 
you very much for your fantastic 
efforts, you really will make a 
difference in people’s lives and bring 
a little light and hope into their very 
difficult situations.”  Similarly, our 
students demonstrated their love 
and kindness for others by taking 
part in “Operation Christmas Child,” 
donating simple shoebox gifts for 
children in over 130 countries.  We 
are delighted that we contributed 
284 shoeboxes to the Samaritan’s 
Purse appeal this year.    

Our Christmas Fair and end of term 
non-uniform day, both organised 
by our Year 12 students, are raising 
funds for worthy causes such as 
“Project Peru,” and the UNICEF Zika 
Virus Appeal as well as enabling 
some of our students to carry out 
charitable work in an orphanage 
in Brazil.  The enthusiasm and 
commitment of our young people 
never cease to amaze us and it 
is always wonderful to see them 
dedicating so much time and effort 
in helping those who are less 
fortunate than themselves.  

During the term students have taken 
full advantage of the wonderful 
opportunities available to them 
from visits to universities, museums 
and exhibitions to developing 

their spiritual, cultural and social 
understanding through reflective 
retreat experiences and creative 
workshops. With a wealth of 
extra-curricular events, sporting 
tournaments, liturgical experiences, 
musical extravaganzas and Catholic 
Partnership activities, this has 
certainly been a busy and exciting 
term for one and all.   As “A Learning 
Community Guided by Gospel 
Values” we strive to develop the 
whole person, providing experiences 
that are truly life-changing.  Such a 
variety of events have encouraged 
our students to develop their own 
unique talents and we hope our 
newsletter provides an insight into 
the amazing activities enjoyed by our 
students, which have enabled them 
to shine both within St John’s and 
throughout the wider community.  

At this special time of year it is 
important to reflect on the wonderful 
opportunities and experiences that 
we have enjoyed and, as we prepare 
for Christmas, let us all remember 
that the greatest gift the world has 
ever received was the birth of a baby 
who came so that we all may have 
life and, through Him, we have the 
opportunity to live our lives to the 
full.

On behalf of the Governors and all of 
the staff at St John’s, I would like to 
wish each and every one a very happy 
and peaceful Christmas.
Lisa Byron, Head Teacher
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We took a break from our usual BANG, 
POP, WHIZZ science experiments recently 
to get into the festive spirit. On the 5 
December we decided to spruce up the 
tree with some home grown crystal 
decorations. To do this we added a Borax 
solution to warm water. We then placed 
carefully crafted pipe cleaners in the 
shape of our choosing into the solution 
and warm water. We left it overnight and 
with the help of ‘Santa Science’ crystals 
began to form. Eventually, with some 
added solution later we had made our very 
own Christmas tree decorations.  

On the 12 December we decided to make 
our very own snowmen with some craft 
skills. We fashioned the desired shape 
out of balloons then applied PVA glue and 
newspaper to make the outline.  With a 
few balloon pops we all managed to form 
our snowmen to be painted at a later date.

Science Club is on Mondays 3.00 -4.00pm 
in Lab 9.

SCIENCE CLUB
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Year 9, 10 and 11 
students enjoyed another 
successful trip to the 
Clothes Show Live at the 
NEC which was the last 
show at this venue after 
27 years.  Myself, Mrs 
Mangles and 37 students 
were up at the crack of 
dawn to get on the road 
and try to avoid traffic but 
that did not stop students 
asking, “Are we nearly 
there yet?”. Students 
were able to take part 
in craft activities, watch 
demonstrations and 
small fashion shows from 
up and coming designers 
and listen to fashion 
industry experts.  Many of 
the top fashion courses 
from around the UK were 
represented and students 
had the opportunity to 
look through portfolios 
and look at practical 
outcomes. If all that 
wasn’t enough there was 
opportunity to for a little 
retail therapy and to get a 
selfie with Joey Essex of 
course!  The main fashion 
show was a fantastic 
array of music, dancing, 
fashion with a little 
mannequin challenge 
thrown in.  Thank you 
to all 37 students who 
attended and to Mrs 
Mangles who made the 
day such as success.  

Mrs Coulthard
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Since 1990, more than 113 million boys and 
girls, in over 130 countries have experienced 
God’s love through the power of simple 
shoebox gifts collected from local churches 
and schools by the charity Samaritan’s 
Purse.

Once again this year, students and staff at 
St John’s have worked extremely hard to 
coordinate this project in school.

Tutor Groups throughout the school were 
asked to contribute small toys, school 
supplies, hygiene items, shoeboxes or 
wrapping paper and during Pastoral Time 
each group then carefully wrapped and 
packed shoeboxes with gifts and Christmas 
messages to support this fantastic charity.

The 284 shoeboxes were collected from 
school last week; “We had so many that it 
took an entire Year 7 tutor group to help load 
them all onto the van!” They are now on their 
way to children in Eastern Europe. 

“Thank you to everyone who contributed 
- students, staff, parents and carers, 
grandparents, office staff, dinner ladies, 
cleaners and even a local Dentist Surgery, 
who donated a box of toothpaste!”

This simple act of kindness, once again 
highlights what a fantastic community we are 
at St John’s.

Miss Heads, LRC Manager

ST JOHN’S SPREADS 
CHRISTMAS JOY TO 284 
CHILDREN IN EASTERN EUROPE

On Thursday 15th December a fabulous 
Christmas Lunch, complete with all the 
trimmings, was served across three 
sittings to all students and staff. Our 
catering staff and dinner ladies did a 
fantastic job and everyone was left feeling 
festive and full up!

Christmas Dinner

After last year’s successful interpretation 
of the Flint Street Nativity, Staff and Sixth 
Form Students decided to once again don 
their wigs and costumes and put on a 
hilarious performance of Cinderella. From 
the playful wit of the charismatic Buttons 
to Mr Morley’s newly well-endowed 
chest; this panto had everything going 
for it, even a dancing horse! It was clear 
to see the hard work put in by the whole 
cast (albeit being held together by Mrs 
Holloway), which was met with rapturous 
laughter by the audience, encouraging all 
of the actors to give it their all.  Being a 
participant myself I have enjoyed working 
on this panto which has been a joy to do 
and further affirmed my love of amateur 
dramatics. Well done to everyone who took 
part and helped out, and to Mrs Holloway, 
whom with the wave of her magic wand 
turned our acting skills from feeble mice 
to princes and princesses destined for 
the Theatre Royal's matinee show (oh no 
they're not!). 

Tom Raine, Year 13

CINDERELLA
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Year 12 
Charity 
Christmas
Fair
For the last few weeks Year 
12 students have been busy 
preparing for the Charity 
Christmas Fair. The Year 
12 students decided that 
their nominated charities 
this year would be Cancer 
Research and Project Peru. 

Each of the five tutor groups 
organised various stalls 
selling wonderful Christmas 
treats ranging from  
Christmas crispy cakes to 
reindeer dust!! 

They raised a fantastic 
£1,200 and everyone is 
looking forward to what 
treats are in store for next 
year’s fair.

Joshua Wanless, Year 7, 
with the prizes he won at the 
Christmas Fair

WELL DONE!
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ERASMUS+ VISIT TO LA 
CORUÑA- NORTHERN SPAIN

It has been a very busy time for 
international relations this year! The 
staff have been involved in a European 
working partnership between various 
schools around Europe. Our staff 
enjoyed a visit to Colegio de Cristo Rey 
in La Coruna and the staff there have, 
in turn, visited us here at St John’s.  
In addition, teaching staff from Carlo 
Schmid Gymnasium in Tubingen in 
Germany joined our Spanish colleagues 
to spend a week experiencing life at St 
John’s.

Our visit to Colegio de Cristo Rey in 
Spain was very successful and we have 
formed friendships with the school 
which will hopefully last a lifetime. The 
purpose of the visit was to see how other 
countries encourage and teach their 
students and bridge the gap for their 
underachieving students. The school had 
a wonderful friendly atmosphere and 
we were warmly welcomed into their 
classrooms from Kindergarten all the 
way to Sixth Form.

One very important aspect to their 
teaching in Spain was the importance 
of speaking English. From a very young 
age the children are taught English 
and when they move into year 4 & 5 ( 
our Year 10 &11) the staff are required 
to teach Science, Maths and one other 
subject to the children in English. This 
is amazing, not only do the students 
have to take-in and understand the new 
topic but they must first understand 
it in English! When we were there we 

were very humbled to see the lessons 
we were observing being taught in 
English and to see the verbal interaction 
between the students, teachers and 
ourselves.

Another important aspect of their school 
life is the emphasis on their culture and 
history. All the students were aware and 
indeed educated, on national history 
but more focused on their local history 
and local traditions. It was wonderful 
to listen to the staff and students tell 
us about their heritage. One of these 
places of interest was called ‘Tower of 
Hercules’ which is the oldest working 
lighthouse in the world. It was originally 
built by the Romans in the 1st Century 
AD and has since been updated and 
preserved over the years, but has always 
remained a maritime signaling beacon. 
Many British Pilgrims have entered 
Spain at this location to follow the 
Pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela 
where it is believed the remains of St 
James are buried. Along with other sites 
of pilgrimage in Europe, Santiago de 
Compostela is one of the most popular 
and still today thousands of people walk 
a minimum of 100km along signed and 
maintained tracks called the Camino 
Way. We were lucky enough to visit this 
wonderful site and were truly astounded 
by the peace and beauty of the area.

We all look forward to continuing 
relations with the school and our new 
friends and would like to say thank you 
to them for their exceptionally kind 
welcome.

ERASMUS+ - WATCH THIS SPACE! 

Plans are well under way to apply for 
further EU funding like the 9,000 euro 
award received last year with our job 
shadowing project in narrowing the 
gap of disadvantaged learners with 
our link school in La Coruña, Spain. 
Key action 1 and 2 bids are planned to 
create mobility of staff and students 
primarily to Spain and Germany but 
also to develop staff to attend courses 
across the EU. Watch this space...

Erasmus+ Visit to La Coruña- Northern Spain 
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Another important aspect of their school life is the emphasis on their 
culture and history.  All the students were aware and indeed 
educated, on national history but more focused on their local history 
and local traditions.  It was wonderful to listen to the staff and pupils 
tell us about the heritage.    One of these places of interest was 
called ‘Tower of Hercules’ which is the oldest 
working lighthouse in the world.  It was 
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over the years but has always remained a 
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pilgrims have entered Spain at this location to follow the Pilgrimage to 
Santiago de Compostela where it is believed the remains of St James 
are buried.  Along with other sites of pilgrimage in Europe, Santiago de 
Compostela is one of the most popular and still today thousands of 
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We all look forward to continuing relations with the school and our new 
friends and would like to say thank you to them for their exceptionally kind welcome.  

ERASMUS+ VISIT TO 
ST JOHN’S SCHOOL - 
NOVEMBER 2016

This term we have been delighted to 
welcome wonderful colleagues from 
Spain (Isaura, Caroline and Mita) and 
Germany (Olga, Judit, Reinheld and 
Bettina) to St John’s to work with us, 
observing out teaching practices. We 
are always proud of our students here 
at St John’s but hearing from from 
our European colleagues how well 
behaved, good mannered and kind our 
students are was a real pleasure. All 
the students worked extremely hard 
in lessons and made the staff feel 
very welcome. One area of difference 
they were amazed with, between our 
school and theirs, is the amount of 
provisions we have, (such as interactive 
whiteboards, ICT rooms, free text 
books) for our staff and students to use 
on a daily basis.
As a special surprise the Year 7 had 
practised a new European song in 
their music lessons and sang it to our 
visitors during assembly with much 
gusto and dancing. They were amazing 
and moved the Spanish and German 
teachers to tears. Well done Year 7!
We will continue to grow our 
international relations with the school 
and staff we have met and hope that we 
can meet again and learn more from 
each other. It has been an inspirational 
learning experience for everyone 
involved and we look forward to 
developing this relationship further.

 
 
Erasmus+ visit to St john’s School - 
November 2016   
 
This term we have been delighted to 
welcome 3 lovely Spanish teachers ( Isaura, 
Caroline and Mita) and four German 
teachers ( Olga, Judit, Reinheld and  Bettina) 
into our school to work alongside us, 
observing our teaching practises   We are 
always proud of our students here at St 
John’s but hearing from them how well 
behaved, good mannered and kind our 
students are was a real pleasure.  All the 
students worked extremely hard in lessons 
and made the staff feel very welcome. One 
area of difference they were amazed with, between our school and theirs, is the amount of 
provisions we have, (such as interactive whiteboards, ICT rooms, free text books, ect) for 
our staff and students to use on a daily basis.  
 
As a special surprise the Year 7  had practiced a new European song in their music lessons 
and sang it to our visitors during  assembly with much gusto and dancing.  They were 
amazing and moved the Spanish and German teachers to tears.  Well done Year 7!  
 
We will continue to grow our international relations with the school and staff we have met 
and hope that we can meet again and learn more from each other.  It has been an 
inspirational  learning experience for everyone involved and we look forward to developing 
this relationship further 
 
 
 
 

MFL



07A Learning Community Guided by Gospel Values

European Day of Languages 
extravaganza at St John's
Thursday, 22 September saw St John's 
transformed into a sea of colour, 
excitement and flair as the MFL 
department hosted the European Day 
Of Languages on behalf of the Catholic 
Partnership. Ten schools along with 
ten of their top Year 7 or 8 linguists 
converged on St John's for a day that 
will live long in the memory. Students 
and staff were met with a hot chocolate 
and croissants and a welcome talk by 
Mr. Robertson Head of MFL, describing 
how languages open doors throughout 
life and how important it is to ensure 
we continue to develop linguists of the 
future.

Students were then separated into 
mixed groups which were named after 
key European cities, to show respect 
for the current situation facing the 
European Union at such a turbulent 
time. The menu of sessions on offer 
gave everyone an incredible experience 
of not only European languages but 
world ones too. All students spent time 
studying Portuguese, French via Fairy 
tales and children stories, Japanese 
language, craft and tradition, Spanish 
pop musics and Russian for beginners. 
One of the most impressive parts of 
the days for everyone at St. John's was 
watching students from all corners 
of the region come together and 
celebrate languages as one, making 
new friendships along the way. Finally 
St. John's Sixth Form MFL students, 
who had been following groups around 
the sessions, provided names of the 
top linguists and these students were 
awarded a prize by Mr Robertson for 
their outstanding effort throughout the 
day. 

The final act of the day was to take some 
group photos to keep as a reminder of 
what was a special day not only for St. 
John's as hosts but also every student 
and member of staff involved. We can't 
wait for the next one.

HOSPITALITY ON THE PILGRIM ROAD 
TO SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA
Before half term and as part of the 
Erasmus Project, a group of teachers 
travelled to Spain to observe the 
Spanish education system in a school 
in the town of Olieros near La Coruña 
in the province of Galicia. The Mayor of 
Oroso, another province close to the 
city of Santiago de Compostela invited 
them to walk a short stretch of the 
famous Camino de Santiago and to visit 
its marvellous Cathedral. A link has 
now been established between Oroso 
and Bishop Auckland and research is 
being carried out into the English Way, a 
pilgrim road from here to Santiago.

We have been privileged to host an 
exhibition of photographs depicting 
hospitality at various stages along the 
Pilgrim Road.  These pictures, taken 
by Manuel G. Vicente, convey not only 
the solidarity, friendship and mutual 
understanding that are forged on the 
pilgrimage but also the beauty of the 
landscape and the shared history and 
culture of the region. 

On 22 November we were delighted to 
hold an official viewing of the exhibition 

and to 
welcome 
the Lord 
Lieutenant 
of Co 
Durham, 
Mrs Sue 
Snowdon, 
Vice-
Chairman 
of 
Durham 
County 
Council, 
Cllr 
Mike Dixon, Deputy Mayor of Bishop 
Auckland Town Council, Cllr David 
Fleming, International Officer, Brian 
Stobie and Community Culture 
Development Coordinator, Debbie 
Connell as well as other guests.  The 
event was reported in the Spanish 
press and there is great excitement 
both here and in Galicia surrounding 
our developing partnership and the 
opportunities it offers for cultural 
exchange and collaboration.

MFL  / international news in brief...
A huge welcome to Miss Richardson 
and Miss Herbet who joined the 
team in September. Miss Richardson 
returns to St John’s after completing  
her PGCE diagnostic placement 
in French and Spanish and Miss 
Herbert is embarking on the Schools 
Direct ITT programme. Both are 
great additions to the team and 
will add so much to our thriving 
department. 

Spanish Exchange - letters will be 
sent out in late December/ early 
January detailing the payment plan. 
Spanish students will arrive Tuesday 
25 April and return home Monday 1 
May, whilst our visit to Zaragoza will 
depart Sunday 22 May and return the 
following Friday 26 May. As ever it 
looks like being a memorable event 
for all involved. 

Le fevre grant - work is currently 
underway to give students from Year 
9 and Year 10 the opportunity to take 
part in an MFL Arts based project 
with our French partner school in 

Senlis, France. This will culminate 
in a discounted trip to France as the 
department was awarded £5,000 
to supplement part of the visit. For 
further info see either Mr Robertson 
or Miss Richardson. 

Chilean teacher exchange- once 
again St John's is opening its doors 
to the wider world with the second 
Chilean teacher exchange taking 
place in January. Four staff from 
our link school near Santiago Chile 
will spend 3 months visiting various 
Primary and Secondary schools 
around the region, observing 
teaching, working with students 
and sharing their rich culture and 
warm and friendly personalities with 
students and staff. The programme, 
developed by Mr Robertson’s work 
with Durham County, will allow 
students to not only develop their 
language skills but also learn so 
much about the incredible country 
that is Chile. 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 
Matthew Stringer in Year 9 was recently 
awarded a distinction in Grade 8 
saxophone.  This is an amazing result for 
such a young musician who has only been 
playing the sax for approximately 2 years.  
Get his autograph now!  

Further congratulations must also go 
to Matthew Curry , Grade 3 Flute, Jules 
Jones, Grade 2 Flute, Jake Kinsey & Oliver 
Trowell for Grade 5 Guitar, Aeryn Morris 
Grade 5 Baritone, Kirstie Oaks Grade 4 
piano, Hope Simpson (Year 11) Acoustic 
Guitar Grade 3

Year 9 musicians recently entered a local 
Battle of the Bands competition, held at 
Bishop Auckland Town Hall on Monday 
12th December. Hosted by King James, the 
competition included bands from St John’s, 
Whitworth Park School and King James.  

Matthew Stringer on sax,  Gemma Salter, 
bass,  Noah Haswell on keyboard with 
Cameron Jennings and David Popham 
on vocals named their band 13” Ruler,  
opening with a  Coldplay number.  The Amps 
favoured a more indie inspired set, featuring 
Oasis songs with Liam Dixon on bass, 
Frankie Dobson on guitar, Anthony Howells 
on guitar and Alex Pickering in command of 
the kit. 

All musicians have been rehearsing for 
hours in the lead up to their debut battle 
performance under the direction of Wayne 
from Academy of Sound.  Students have been 
faced with difficult decisions and dilemmas 
along the way, just like any other real band 
having to chose their own repertoire, learn 
new lyrics and chord sequences, discussing 
logistics and rehearsing thoroughly until 
satisfied that their sound is professional, 
clean and tight.  All students certainly 

have high standards as their passion and 
commitment were more than evident on 
performance night.  

Meeting early, performers completed a 
sound check with resident technicians; 
ensuring instruments and equipment were 
good to go. 13” Ruler opened the concert 
with a slick set and memorable sax solo 
from Matt Stringer. Following on from an 
accomplished, semi-acoustic duo from 
Whitworth Park, The Amps swiftly changed 
the atmosphere, rocking the audience with 
renditions of Oasis tracks.  Most notable 
were the steady beats from Alex Pickering on 
kit - impeccable timing and style throughout.  
Well done! 

After a controversial Facebook vote, 
The Amps were positioned second to 
winners from King James. The result 
did not deter from the talent of St John’s 
students who represented themselves 
with professionalism throughout. All 
students commended each other on their 
performances whilst family and friends 
clearly enjoyed the evening, supporting with 
hearty cheers and applause. Congratulations 
to everyone involved in a fantastic gig.  

BATTLE OF THE BANDS 2016 

13” Ruler – Matthew Stringer, Gemma Salter, Noah Haswell, David Popham 
and Cameron Jennings and The Amps – Liam Dixon, Frankie Dobson, Alex 
Pickering and Anthony Howells MUSIC IN THE 

COMMUNITY 
Singers and 
instrumentalists have 
been very busy over the 
Festive season preparing 
to perform at a variety 
of venues in the local 
community.

The choir have been 
rehearsing some difficult two-part choral 
repertoire to present alongside the Bishop 
Auckland Choral Society at their annual 
concert in the Town Hall.  St John’s 
students have performed with the Choral 
Society in previous years and look forward 
to another successful collaboration.  Brass 
and woodwind instrumentalists will also 
make an appearance performing more 
light-hearted pieces including Winter 
Wonderland and Jingle Bells. Well done 
to all the students who have given up their 
spare time to rehearse for the concert. 

Eden House 

Miss Bell 
accompanied 
15 singers to 
Eden House 
residential home 
to deliver some 
hearty Christmas 
Festive spirit. 
Residents enjoyed 
their singing and 
students enjoyed the opportunity to meet 
and talk with members of the community. 

St John’s 
musicians 
participated 

in some fun, performing at the local 
Bishop Auckland Sainsbury’s store.   
Singers and instrumentalists braved the 
cold temperatures of the busy foyer in 
order to raise funds for the school Music 
Department.   Well done to all involved – 
the fancy dress was appreciated too! With 
thanks to Mrs Dolan for her support in 
organising our visit. 

Bishop Auckland Town Hall – A Celebration 
of all things Musical - Monday February 13, 
2017  

St John’s Music Department is to host a 
concert in celebration of the talent at St 
John’s and would like to warmly invite any 
singers or instrumentalists to audition for a 
solo or group performance slot during the 
February event.  

We welcome any students from Year 7 – Year 
13 with a passion for music and performing 
seeking to share their talent with others. If 
anyone is interested, please speak to Miss 
Bell or Mrs Wearmouth for more details 

– auditions will be held on Tuesday 17th 
January, 3-4pm in Music Room 2. If you 
require any equipment, backing tracks or 
assistance then please don’t hesitate to ask.   

Any old instruments.....? 

If you have any unused instruments laid 
around at home collecting dust, please 
donate to the Music Department as we can 
certainly find a use for them. 

See music staff for more details if necessary. 

There are currently spaces for beginner 
saxophone, clarinet, trumpet and trombone 
– please see Music staff for more details.  
Don’t regret it – DO IT!

YOUR MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEEDS YOU!

MUSIC
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Crook Community 
Christmas Parade
Singers, musicians and actors form St 
John’s were invited to participate in this 
year’s Crook Community Christmas 
Celebrations. The family fun day celebrates 
the arrival of Christmas, where students 
performed in a magical parade on Sunday, 
27 November in the lead up to the Christmas 
Lights switch on.

Staff from Jack Drum Arts visited St 
John’s in the lead up to the Balkan themed 
parade, delivering a variety of workshops to 
prepare MADD students for a challenging 
performance.  Styled as foxes, owls and 
rabbits in effective, handmade costumes, 
students learnt how to move mysteriously 
around a live audience, twisting and turning 
to the beat of a drum.

St John’s musicians were also lucky to 
have gained knowledge and experience 
from members of the The Baghdaddies – a 
popular band who play a blend of music 
inspired by Balkan melodies, ska and latin 
grooves. 

The professional brass and woodwind 
players who have appeared at Glastonbury 
(!) worked with our young musicians in 
developing improvisation skills, playing in 
difficult time signatures and also how to 
dance, march and groove whilst playing – not 
an easy task!  

Finally, St John’s singers learnt a traditional 
Balkan Christmas song that they repeatedly 
sang throughout the parade. Singer, Emily 
Dolan commented, “We practised walking 
around whilst singing, so we knew how hard 
it was going to be at the parade. Learning to 
walk in time to the beat and in time with each 
other was difficult. Overall I really enjoyed 
it because it was a good experience to try 
something new.”

All students were totally committed, 
motivated and excited about the opportunity 
to be part of quite an unusual community 
celebration. They gave up their own time to 
attend intensive weekend rehearsals in the 
lead up to the final event.  

Laura Emerson, lead Arts and Music 
Worker from Jack Drum commented 
on their participation after the parade.   
“The St John’s kids were AMAZING on 
Sunday! The MADD team acted with such 
professionalism. They stayed focused for 
the whole parade and their performance 
looked incredible. The choir were absolutely 

Alice Chilvers Y7 trombone, James Nodding Y8 cornet, Hannah 
Costello Y8 tenor horn & Chloe Smith Y8 tenor horn. 

on point and you could hear the singing all 
the way up the street!  They were a credit to 
the school and Jack Drum, and I was really 
proud of them.” 

Ziad, trombonist from the Baghdaddies also 
passed on his praise. 

“I just wanted to say we really enjoyed being 
part of the event and that I was really, really 
impressed with all the students, the amazing 
choir, the drummers and the hardy bunch 
of brass players.  Please pass on that we 
thought they were absolutely fantastic, we 
really enjoyed working with them!  Well done 
everyone!”

The Music Department are also incredibly 
proud of all the students who participated. 
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SOMME 
2016 
PROJECT 
LEGACY
You may remember reading in our 
Summer Newsletter about the 24 Year 9 
students who were privileged to participate 
in the Somme 2016 Project and to attend 
The National Commemorative Event to 
mark the Centenary of the Battle of the 
Somme at The Thiepval  Memorial to the 
Missing on 1 July.

In early September Sixth Former Alex 
Johnson, Jennifer Hindle and Calista 
Donovan from Year 10 were invited to talk 
about their experiences with a delegation 
from France including the Director of 
the Amiens Academy and the Regional 
Inspector for English, who were in 
County Durham to sign an international 
agreement with Durham County Council.  
Daunting though the occasion may have 
seemed, the students were able to enjoy 
an excellent afternoon tea!

Ellie Houlahan, Sydney Pears and Kiera 
Taylor agreed to attend a full meeting of 
Durham County Council in September 
in order to share with Councillors their 
experiences and to be interviewed on 
camera.  After a speech of appreciation 
by the Chairman to all those who had 
represented their County, the students 
received a round of applause from the 
Chamber. 

On 1 October, the 100th anniversary of 
Roland Boys Bradford’s bravery in the 
field, a service of commemoration was 
held at St Paul’s Church, Witton Park.  
Roland and his brother George were both 
awarded the Victoria Cross during the 
First World War.  Their other brothers, 
James and Thomas, were also decorated 
for their roles in the 1914 to 1918 conflict, 
with Military Cross and Distinguished 
Service Order respectively.  A Memorial 
Garden is being created in recognition 
of The Fighting Bradfords.  The service 
was attended by Molly Salter and Ciara 
Holmes.

 Four of our students took part in the 
Festival of Remembrance in Durham 
Cathedral on 12 November. To an 
audience of some 700 people, Tayla Currie, 
Gabrielle Hart, Kieran Newbery and Elise 
Wringe gave an account of their visit to 
France and described how much their 
experience means to them.  Earlier in the 

evening they had the privilege of attending 
a Reception in Priors’ Hall where they 
met the Lord Lieutenant of Co Durham, 
Mrs Sue Snowdon, and Dave Henson, 
close friend of Captain Richard Holloway 
and Bronze Paralympian.  During the 
interval the students stood at the display 
of photographs and artwork created as 
part of the Somme Project and spoke to 
members of the audience.  The event was 
filmed by Made in Tyne and Wear and is 
to be broadcast on Boxing Day and New 
Year’s Day on Freeview Channel 7 and 
Sky 117.  Jennifer Hindle wrote a piece 
for the Festival Programme and Sophie 
Rivers and John Perangie were filmed and 
interviewed in the Cathedral as part of the 
media call.
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Awards presentation evening
On Wednesday 7 December 2016, we held 
our awards presentation evening in the 
Fred Wilson Community Hall.  This is our 
second presentation evening designed 
to give the young people a platform to 
celebrate their success with parents, staff, 
peers and leaders.  

The evening started with a warm welcome 
to parents, participants and governors 
from Chris Parker who then handed over 
to Mr Lamb to introduce the guest speaker 
and start the presentation.

This year 31 participants have completed 
the award; it was a proud moment to see 
them receive their certificate from Marcia 
Holmes, Operations Officer for Durham.

Bronze Awards
Harry Armstrong

Amy Dolphin
Jennifer Hindle

Ryan Scott
Marcus Breden –Brown

Neve Mason
Edward Thompson

Lucas Richards
Lucas Stokoe
Sophie Rivers

Katherine Storey
Claudia Chapman

Ella Goodwin
Holly Taylor

Sophie Andelin
Wissem Azzouzi
Joshua Welsh

Matthew Edgar
Stephen Henry               
Aidan Kempin            
Ben Thrower
Travis Lawton

Silver Awards
Joshua Bridgwater
Michael McGrory

Erin Theyer
Jack Maddison
Charlotte Caton

Shauna Herd
Sophie Curry 

Bethany Mellody
Jessica Mellody

To conclude the evening Claudia and 
Ella presented Marcia with a bouquet 
of flowers. The participants, parents, 
leaders, guests and governors enjoyed 
refreshments and an informal chat in the 
Lecture Theatre.  During refreshments 
we held a raffle which raised £173 to help 
purchase new equipment.

I would like to thank the leadership team 
and Governors for funding the annual cost 
of the DofE Operating Licence; the young 
people for completing their awards and 
attending the evening, parents/carers for 
supporting the participants through their 
DofE journey and John James Perangie for 
taking the photographs.

A special thank you to the leaders who 
give their time freely to plan and deliver 
expedition-training, plan and supervise 
day walks, practise expeditions as well as 
final expeditions and guide our students 
through their DofE journey.

Mr Lamb

On 16th May 2016, Lisa Byron and 
John Lamb attended a once in 
a life time Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award Gold Award Presentation 
at Buckingham Palace, London. 
During the event the School 
was presented with a special 
plaque from the DofE Charity by 
celebrity supporter Jon Culshaw, 
acknowledging the school’s 
commitment to running the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award and thanking St 
John’s for giving young people the 
opportunity to transform their lives.  

We were also proud to see David 
Churm from our school receive 
his Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award 
from HRH the Earl of Wessex at the 
Palace on the same day.

GOLD AWARD 
PRESENTATION 
AT BUCKINGHAM 
PALACE

Lisa Byron (Head teacher) and John 
Lamb receiving their DofE Licensed 
Organisation plaque from celebrity 
presenter Jon Culshaw. 

Mr Lamb, Mrs Davies, Mrs Smith and Mrs Burke  all 
completed  challenges to raise money and celebrate the 
60th year of the Duke of Edinburgh award. Mrs Burke 
completed a “Sue's Triathlon” -  180km split equally 
between swimming, walking and an exercise bike. Miss 
Davies and Mr Lamb completed walking challenges and 
Mrs Smith cycled the coast to coast. Well done everyone!

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARDS 
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On the recent ‘drop down day’ in 
November, all lessons were replaced 
with alternative events. Year 9 spent the 
day considering their futures and what 
possibilities could be in store. 60 students 
spent the day at Newcastle University 
with other schools and university staff at 
an event called ‘Investigate your future’. 
Students were paired with students at 
the university and took part in interactive 
activities and had a tour of the campus.

‘I enjoyed doing challenges 
around the whole of Newcastle 
University, as it showed me what 
life would be like there.’ 
Faye Berry

‘I enjoyed looking around the 
university and meeting people 
who go there.’ 
Abigail Hodgson

‘I liked going to Newcastle 
University because it was good 
to understand university life and 
how it can help you with your 
future career. When we were 
there we had a tour around the 
university and it made me think 
about going to this university 
in the future to have a good job 
when I leave school.’ 
Uzzan Khan

 

The rest of the year group had plenty 
to keep them occupied in school, with 
five different careers-based sessions to 
attend.  The Navy spoke about their wide 
range of career opportunities on offer, 
whilst ex St John’s students, who now 
have apprenticeships at Glaxo Smith Kline 
in Barnard Castle, spoke about working on 
both the scientific aspect of the company 
and also the marketing. Two universities 
spoke to students – Northumbria and 
Teesside - and students were also able 
to use the software ‘Kudos’ to investigate 
what careers’ routes are appropriate 
for their skills and talents and what they 
would need to pursue these.

DROP DOWN DAY’ 
YEAR 9

‘I found the Navy session really 
interesting and it inspired me to 
be a naval engineer.’
Ollie Johnson

‘I enjoyed learning about 
apprenticeships and it made 
me reconsider if I wanted 
to go to university or do an 
apprenticeship.’
Emily Greathead

‘I enjoyed it when they talked 
about different clubs in 
university and what things you 
can get involved in that is fun.’
Witoria Lasark

‘I enjoyed the Teesside University 
and the Glaxo people the 
most. IIt made me want an 
apprenticeship and inspired me.’
Leon Quinn

 

The day had something for everyone 
and was thoroughly enjoyed. The guest 
speakers from the various organisations 
were very impressed with St John’s 
students and their enthusiasm and 
interest in their sessions. We hope to 
continue exploring our futures together.

In September all year 12 students were 
involved in a 'Bridging Day' looking and 
reflecting on the transition from Year 11 
into Year 12.

The activities including working in groups 
to 'discover' their talents, developing 
essential skills needed for independent 
study and looking out for the various 
distractions that sixth form life can hold.

'It was a great day that helped me get to 
know my tutor and members of the tutor 
groups better, I loved the team tasks 
and had a laugh watching other teams 
dancing the Macarena!'  Year 12 student

'It was lovely to see the Year group 
getting involved in the activities and 
thinking about their next two years of 
education, as our theme for this year 
is 'Living Life to the Full' - the Year 12 
certainly reflected this during the day' 
Mrs Thompson Head of Year 12

ENJOY THEIR 
'BRIDGING DAY'

YEAR 12

Charles Jemmett 
Year 8 is a 
member of the 
Youth Council in 
Newton Aycliffe 
and was chosen to 
lay the wreath at 
the memorial on 
behalf of the Youth 
of the Town. Charles also represented 
St John's by wearing his school uniform 
and a poppy. His respectful and 
mature attitude made him an excellent 
ambassador for both St John's and the 
youth of Newton Aycliffe.

YEAR 8
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SMOOTHIE DAY 
As part of our Drop Down Day in 
November, Year 8 students were 
set a task of designing and selling 
smoothies around the school in order 
to make a profit for their House. 

There were plenty of mouth-watering 
creations to tempt the buyers, 
including ice cream, Oreo cookies and 
exotic, fresh fruits. 

Overall the students raised £124 for 
charity. 

The House which made the most 
combined profit and had the most 
creative ideas throughout the day 
were Bede and they were declared 
the winners! 

Well done to all of the staff and 
students involved in the day, it 
provided a chance for Year 8 to 
develop their teamwork skills. 

On Tuesday 13th December 34 students 
from Year 8 visited the Palace Green 
Library in Durham to explore Royal 
Fashion in Medieval England. Students 
took part in a number of different 
workshop activities which enabled them 
to gain an insight into the development of 
material production through the Middle 
Ages. Students thoroughly enjoyed 
the day and it provided an opportunity 
for them to explore history in different 
environments. 

The sessions were led by Dr Charles 
Farris from the University of 
Westminster, who commended all of our 
students for their hard work and inventive 
ideas throughout the day. 

ROYAL FASHION IN 
MEDIEVAL ENGLAND 

HISTORY

Ten Year 7 students are involved in 
a Heritage Project working closely 
alongside the Four Clocks Centre in 
Bishop Auckland. Students will be 
researching a local apprentice from 
the 19th century and discovering about 
Bishop Auckland during the 1800s, 
before creating a film which will be 
shown in the Four Clocks Centre.

Watch this space...

HISTORY IN 
THE MAKING...

YEAR 8

YEAR 7
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17 year old Claudia Titton, from Willington 
in County Durham, addressed esteemed 
guests that included MPs, lords and key 
educational stakeholders.

Teenagers from each area of the North 
East and MPs from across the North 
East joined Claudia and the influential 
delegates at the National Citizen Service 
(NCS) North East event, which was 
sponsored by labour peer Lord Lennie of 
Longsands, at the parliamentary venue.

Speaking to the gathered audience that 
included North East MPs Ian Mearns, 
Mary Glindon and Alan Campbell, Claudia, 
Year 13, said: “Despite how it may seem 
now, before I took part in NCS I was a shy, 
unconfident girl.”

Calling on other young people to take 
up the opportunity to take part, she 
added: “Because of NCS my attitude to 
life has dramatically changed and many 
opportunities have come my way since 
taking part. 

“I hope many others like me can have a 
completely life-changing NCS experience, 
and that friendships and social action 
continues to inspire young people.”

Also speaking at the event was Redcar 
MP Anna Turley, who said: “NCS puts 
young people in the driving seat of positive, 
proactive social action – they decide where 
and how they want to help; it’s all totally 
youth led. 

“NCS is a national movement yet I’ve seen 
first-hand that it is bringing about positive 
change at the most local of levels: within 
individual communities, families, and in 

our young people themselves. It 
is empowering teenagers to ‘be 
the change they want to see in 
the world’ by working together 
for something bigger than 
themselves, by creating a legacy. 
That’s why I’m proud to support 
the amazing shared experience 
that is NCS.”

Since V•Inspired and National 
Youth Agency (NYA) began 
delivering NCS in the North East 
in September 2015, nearly 5,000 
teenagers have taken part in the 
scheme - collectively ploughing in 

a staggering 147,000 volunteering hours to 
good causes. This equates to an economic 
contribution of just under £1million to the 
local economy, based on the minimum 
wage.

Jessica Taplin, CEO of V•Inspired, said: 
“I passionately believe that NCS is a 
key part of the solution necessary to 
empower young people in the North East 
and beyond. The positive impact that 
the programme has on individual young 
people, schools, and communities shone 
through at this event.”

Kim Smith, Director of NCS North 
East, added: “I warmly welcome the 
commitment reiterated today by teenagers 
including Claudia, schools, MPs and 
others in supporting efforts to enable even 
more young people to take part in NCS.”

Open to all 16 and 17 year olds in the 
North East, NCS involves teenagers 
spending time away from home during 
the holidays enjoying adventure, fun and 
freedom before returning and developing 
important confidence, leadership and 
communication skills.

They then work with their team to design 
and deliver a rewarding community project 
that makes a real difference to the local 
area.

Bookings are now open for the 
unmissable summer 2017 NCS 
experience. Parents or teenagers are 
urged to call 0191 247 4020 or visit 
NCSNORTHEAST.co.uk to secure a place 
on an upcoming programme.

ST JOHN’S SCHOOL STUDENT SPEAKS 
AT THE HOUSE OF LORDS EVENT
One of our students had the special honour of speaking in parliament 
as the need to further improve young peoples’ access to life-changing 
opportunities in the North East was pushed into the national 
spotlight at the House of Lords, Westminster.

Once again St John’s students 
performed fantastically well at the 
Catholic Partnership Media Oscars, 
beating stiff competition from many 
other schools across the Diocese to win 
awards for a huge variety of amazing 
projects. Over 30 students had work 
nominated, with St John’s winning 
accolades including: Photography, 
Short Film, Trailers, Promotion and 
Magazines. The event was a full black-
tie affair with a red carpet welcome, 
opportunities for selfies with a giant 
Oscar award and a 3 course dinner. 
Students were dressed to impress 
and looked incredible gracing the red 
carpet, well done to all involved!

Mr Barber- Head of Media Studies

MEDIA OSCARS 
HARDWICK HALL,  
28 NOVEMBER 2016 

Music students enjoyed an afternoon of 
Christmas playing at the Metro Centre.  
James Nodding performed a cornet 
solo – Jingle Bell Rock - during the 
programme and Aeryn Morris played 
a baritone duet arrangement of In the 
Bleak Mid-Winter with Durham Music 
Service teacher Miss Casewell.  The 
school ensemble played Christmas 
favourites White Christmas, Baby its 
Cold Outside along with more traditional 
carols for the appreciative audience.  
Students also managed to fit a little bit 
of shopping in too! 

MUSIC AT THE METRO CENTRE

Miss Casewell with St John’s musicians 



15A Learning Community Guided by Gospel Values

SPORTS

On Saturday 3 December our Under 14 
boys performed exceptionally well in 
the recent regional schools Trampoline 
Competition. They won Silver medals in 
what was a tough competition - well done 
boys!

REGIONAL SCHOOLS 
TRAMPOLINE COMPETITION 

In the summer St John’s Under 13 cricket 
team retained their District Softball title, 
progressing to the County Competition 
at Maiden Castle, Durham. For the 
second year running they qualified for 
the County Final. The previous summer 
the side finished as County runners up, 
losing their last wicket in the last ball of 
the match. The boys used that previous 
disappointment to motivate them to a 
very close victory over Durham Johnston 
in this year’s final.

The boys were then invited to compete in 
the Chance2Shine National Competition 
– playing the Northern County’s Qualifier 
at Barnsley Cricket Club in Yorkshire. 

County Players are not permitted to 
play in the National Competition and 
so three Year 7 students joined the 
squad, playing a year up. The team 
played representative sides from 
Northumberland, Cumbria, Yorkshire, 
Lancashire and Derbyshire – once again 
beating all sides in a league format.

Being Northern County Champions 
meant the team progressed to the 
National Final which included three other 
teams from around the country. These 
semi-finals and final matches were 
played at Northampton’s County Cricket 
Ground at the end of the 2016 season. St 
John’s comprehensively won their semi-
final, but were unlucky runners up in the 
final, losing their last wicket with just 
seven runs required for the win. Finishing 
second in the country is a fantastic 
accomplishment and the boys should be 
extremely proud with what they achieved 
this year.

U13 Squad: Toby Grainger; Michael 
Graham; Matt Thrower; Oliver Johnson; 
Oliver Mould; Hayden Payne; Joseph 
Quigley; Isaac Fernyhough; Will Curry; 
Kershav Rajesh.

National Cricket Success

NATIONAL CHAMP GO-
KART RACER.
James Lowther, Year 10, has beaten 
dozens of other racers in eight races held 
around the country to become the winner 
of the Northern Karting Federation’s 
Championship.

He has been racing since he was eight 
years old. James will now go on to 
compete in the British Championships 
next year. Go James!

MUSIC AT THE METRO CENTRE
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Follow us on Twitter to keep up to date  
with all the latest news.... @stjohnseagle

Mia Scott places 
8th in the country

Mia Scott in 9O is set for a future of 
stardom in British Gymnastics after 
recently competing in the British 
Espoir Gymnastics Championships 
in Basildon where she placed 8th in 
the country. This young lady is a huge 
talent as well as being extremely 
conscientious towards her studies 
as she crams all of her work load 
and training into a very busy week. In 
addition, she also made it through to 
the Bar final where she came 2nd in 
this event claiming the silver medal in 
the British Espoir 2016 competition.

As a result of Mia’s huge 
achievements in the sport so far and 
her most recent fantastic performance 
she has now also been invited to 
join the British Junior GB squad in 
January. This is an incredible accolade 
for an incredible student and we, 
along with her family, are extremely 
proud of her impressive talents and 
remarkable achievements.

Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New 
Year from all at  
St John’s!

Who says teenagers don’t 
read books anymore? 
That’s just not true for 
our students and we have 
evidence to prove it!

So far this term our Year 
7s have read and passed 
Accelerated Reader quizzes 
on 1,220 books between 
them – that equates to an 
amazing 21,575,005 words 
read!

Congratulations to Emily 
Falconer, Adam Finch and 
Alice Chilvers who are 
already Word Millionaires 
– meaning they have each 
read over a million words 
since September. This is an amazing 
achievement so early in the academic 
year. They will hopefully be joined by 
other Millionaires at our prestigious 
Millionaire’s Club party later in the 
school year.

Books by David Walliams and Roald Dahl 
still continue to be the most popular 
choice, as well as the Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid series and the ever popular Tom 
Gates series. 

The most read book this term has been 
Pig and the talking Poo (I can’t imagine 
why!) 

One of our favourite authors at the 
moment is Dan Freedman, author of 
the Jamie Johnson series, which has 
also been made into a television series 
for CBBC. We would very much like him 
to pay a visit to school and are hoping 
to organise this in the New Year – in 

the meantime we are delighted that he 
has been replying to our tweets and 
retweeting pictures of our Reading 
Lessons. We have a set of signed books 
that we will be giving away as a prize 
in January, so get reading his fabulous 
books to be in with a chance of winning!

If you would like any help choosing 
appropriate books, please see Miss 
Heads or use www.arbookfind.co.uk to 
help.

You can also follow Miss Heads 
on twitter StJohn'sReadingLady@

readingladyabc for up to date literacy 
news and new book releases.

Keep reading!

LRC 
UPDATE 


