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THINKING OF CONTINUING  
YOUR EDUCATION POST-16?  
COME AND SEE US SOON!

IN THIS ISSUE

• Victory at FebFest 2014
• Strictly Returns!
• A Tribute to Richard Holloway

ST JOHN'S 
WELCOMED BISHOP 
SEAMUS TO BLESS 
OUR NEWLY 
COMMISSIONED 
STATIONS OF THE 
CROSS, WHICH FORM 
THE CENTRE PIECE 
OF OUR LENTEN 
PREPARATIONS
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WELCOME

GERARD MORAN  
Headteacher

LISA BYRON
Head of School

Since January students in Years 8, 9 and 
10 have taken part in retreats at the Youth 
Village and the Xcel Centre, taking time 
out of their busy lives to participate in 
team-building activities and enjoying the 
opportunity for personal thought and quiet 
reflection.  The students were extremely 
positive about their experiences, with many 
of them keen to take an active part in our 
retreat programme next year.

During the term many students have 
represented St John’s in a wide range of 
sporting events; from Football to Netball, 
Rugby to Dance, Cricket to Athletics, there is 
no sport beyond our reach.  The number of 
tournaments St John’s enters and often wins 
reflects the enthusiasm and commitment 
of our staff and students and we wish 
them continued success in their sporting 
endeavours.

As you will be aware St John’s is an active 
member of the Hexham and Newcastle 
Catholic Partnership (HNCP), a partnership 
of 12 catholic secondary schools in the 
diocese who work together for the common 
good, sharing resources and providing our 
young people with many opportunities to 
develop their God-given talents and gifts. 
At the beginning of this term our students 
participated in the partnership’s Art 
Exhibition at Durham Cathedral, producing 
outstanding work which was praised by many 
people who visited the exhibition.  Similarly, 
St John’s took part in the World Book Day, 
winning awards for the best presentation, 
best book jacket and best costume (word 
of caution - never cross Miss Heads when 
she is dressed as Cruella Deville!).  Finally, 
we are proud to announce that we hosted 
and won the partnership’s “Bake-Off” 
competition with our Year 9 students making 
delicious savoury and sweet treats which 
were a joy to eat!

At St John’s our students often participate 
in international visits which broaden 
their horizons and raise their aspirations.  
Students in Years 7 and 8 will be travelling to 
Zaragoza at the end of March to experience 
the Spanish culture and reunite with the 

students who visited St John’s last year.  
Friendships have grown from this exchange 
programme with several families in regular 
contact and we hope to build on this fantastic 
start by establishing more links with 
international schools in the near future.

Once again “Strictly” fever gripped St 
John’s during the Spring term and we 
are sure many of you enjoyed our dance 
event which is held to raise money for our 
annual “Project Peru” expedition.  This is 
such a worthy cause and your generosity 
is always overwhelming so a big “THANK 
YOU” to those who have helped us to raise 
the necessary funds to build kitchens and 
classrooms for those people living in the 
poverty-stricken areas of Peru.

Finally, whilst many of us may be looking 
forward to a relaxing break at Easter, 
please spare a thought for our KS4 and KS5 
students who will be preparing for their 
external examinations which start in May.  
With the support of our specialist staff and 
students’ own regular and thorough revision, 
we know they will achieve the success 
they deserve so please keep them in your 
thoughts and prayers.

As we come to the end of the Spring term, 
we look forward to celebrating Easter with 
our families and friends – a time which we 
hope will be filled with great happiness and 
joy.  At this special time of year may we have 
the faith and confidence to place our lives in 
the hands of God, knowing that his love will 
help us to lead fulfilled lives and support us 
through any challenges that lie ahead.

“I have come so that you may have life and 
have it to the full.” John 10:10

We hope you enjoy our Spring newsletter 
and we wish you all a very happy, holy and 
peaceful Easter. 

With our very best wishes,

Gerard Moran, Head Teacher  
Lisa Byron, Head of School

Dear all

As another busy and exciting term draws to an end, we are able to reflect 
on the many wonderful opportunities that have been enjoyed by students, 
staff and parents/carers at St John’s.

STATIONS  
OF THE CROSS
To mark the Year of Faith we 
commissioned local ceramics artist 
Christine Constant to work with a group 
of Sixth Form students to design and 
create new Stations of the Cross and 
altar candle holders for the school 
Chapel. Before they began the design 
process the students spent some time 
reflecting on each Station. This allowed 
the students to relate to the Station 
they had chosen. The students and 
Christine were incredibly moved and 
inspired by the whole process especially 
since some of the students had no 
experience in ceramics. Bishop Seamus 
Cunningham visited St John’s to bless 
the new Stations of the Cross and 
was deeply impressed by the work of 
Christine and the students. The Stations 
of the Cross and candle holders are 
a legacy for the students who will be 
educated at St John’s in the years to 
come.

CAFOD
This Lent students and staff are raising money for CAFOD. 
There have been various events such as raffles, cake 
sales, sponsored silences and many more. In support 
of CAFOD Fast Day on Friday 14th March students and 
staff participated in a ‘Simple Lunch’. This helped us to 
empathise with those around the world who are less 
fortunate than ourselves.

THE SOURCE
The Source is a monthly event led by the Youth Ministry 
Team. Students from across the Diocese meet on the 
first Wednesday of every month at St Mary’s Cathedral, 
Newcastle at 7pm. They listen to guest speakers and 
participate in praise and worship, celebration and prayer. 
The students find this a very enjoyable event and a fresh 
way to explore the Gospel.  

ST JOHN'S RECEIVES TOP 5 STAR RATING FOR 
ATTAINMENT, TEACHING AND BEHAVIOUR  
FROM THE REAL SCHOOL GUIDE



SIXTH FORM COLLEGE   
A Catholic Academy

BIRDSONG THEATRE TRIP

HISTORY 
DEPARTMENT 
VISIT TO POLAND 

The Sixth Form Health and Social Care 
students returned to day care centres in 
Bishop Auckland to entertain the service 
users with a raffle, tombola, quiz, sweets, 
cakes and tea. The students had a wonderful 
time, and they even received a present each 
from the service users as a thank you. We 
will definitely be returning! 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL 
CARE STUDENTS VISIT 
DAY CARE CENTRES

T: 01388 603246   E: sixthform@stjohnsrc.org.uk   
www.stjohnsrc.org.uk

St John’s School & Sixth Form College, A Catholic Academy 
Woodhouse Lane, Bishop Auckland, County Durham DL14 6JT

Whether students are studying traditional A Levels or following a 
vocational route we ensure that all individuals are given an outstanding 
education and tailored advice so that they are successful in taking their 
next crucial step into higher education, apprenticeships or the world of 
employment. With dedicated subject staff, supportive learning mentors 
and highly trained Careers advisors our young people are destined to 
live out their dreams.

So if you’re thinking of continuing your education post-16,  
come and see us soon!

“Students’ outstanding personal development  
underpins their good academic progress” Ofsted

SIXTH FORM COLLEGE   
A Catholic Academy

34 Spanish students spent a day in St 
John's Sixth Form this term. In the 
morning they 'buddied up' with St. John's 
students and shadowed them in their 
lessons. After a lunch in the Cyber bistro 
the students learnt how to play cricket, 
again taught by our Sixth Form students. 
Finally they were given an interesting 
presentation on North East life by our 
resident Spanish/Geordie Assistant, 
Antonio. All students involved had a great 
day and the experience will live long in 
the memory, as will the friendships made 
during another exciting day brought to St. 
John's by the MFL Department.

SPANISH 
SHADOWS 

A-Level students enjoyed a 3 day trip to 
London where they visited the Houses of 
Parliament for a workshop, witnessed a 
trial at the Old Bailey and visited a Prison 
Museum. The trials in the Old Bailey 
included murder and drug dealing! The 
students had a wonderful time with the 
added opportunity of seeing the sights of 
London on an open top bus tour and also 
visiting the National Gallery. 

SOCIOLOGY AND 
LAW SIXTH FORM 
TRIP TO LONDON

On Monday 10th March, a group of A-Level 
students went to see the play ‘Birdsong’, a 
love story set 
in World War 
I, at the Gala 
Theatre in 
Durham. The 
students were 
all studying 
either English 
Literature 
or Theatre 
Studies and, 
therefore, it 
was a great 
experience 
for them to 
see some 
live theatre. The play was based on the 
famous novel by Sebastian Faulks which 
students study as part of their AS Literature 
course. The show was fantastic with an 
excellent set, mesmerising acting and 
poignant use of music and students were 
captivated throughout. This was an excellent 
accompaniment to their current studies and 
is one of many English and Drama theatre 
trips in the pipeline for the next few months. 

Keziah Rae Peel and Bethany 
Blenkinsopp, Sixth Form students at St 
John's are planning a trip to Cambodia 
this summer. They are going to an lsland 
called Koh Rong, which is 2 hours from 
the mainland of Cambodia and is in the 
gulf of Thailand. They will carrying out 
a voluntary program educating children 
and getting 'hands on' in community 
projects. Friends of Koh Rong are a small 
independent organisation that are helping 

to build a strong community, a sustainable 
development on the island and changing 
lives. Unfortunately, education is 
extremely low and nutritional rates in 
Cambodia are notoriously poor, but the 
situation on Koh Rong is even more dire, 
as they don't get a balanced diet and 
often children are found eating candy for 
breakfast. Keziah and Bethany will be 
fundraising in the run up to their trip, and 
any support would be greatly appreciated.  

CAMBODIA BOUND

St John's held its very first Social Injustice 
evening this term in which students 
from our Sixth Form came together with 
students from other schools within the 
Catholic Partnership to raise awareness 
of the injustices in our world.  The night 
opened with Peter Maclene the Director 
of Durham Food Bank who gave a very 
insightful talk on the work the food 
bank does around our area in terms of 
benefitting local families. We then went 
on to our ‘rich man poor man dinner.’ 
On arrival, everyone who attended was 
given a raffle ticket, 10 of which entitled 
the holder to a 'rich man's dinner', in 
this case chicken and chips! They were 

also serenaded with music and waited on 
by our very own head of Sixth Form, Mr 
Dunn. Other attendees had to observe all 
of this whilst eating soup and a bread bun, 
which really made those who attended 
aware of just how prevalent and unfair 
inequality is. The night ended with a quiz, 
with topics ranging from dictators to 
films, and talks from students around the 
Diocese who have been to Lourdes, Sierra 
Leone and Peru.  The night was enjoyed by 
all, and students that attended the evening 
contributed to a generous collection of 
food coordinated by St John’s for the Food 
Bank. Written by Megan Hutchinson

SOCIAL INJUSTICE EVENING

Key Stage 4 and 5 students visited Poland 22 – 25 
November for the Holocaust Tour. We had a hectic 
schedule and our itinerary included visits to Remuh 
Old Synagogue, the Kazimerz District – Krakow’s 
Jewish quarter , the Galicia Museum, Oscar 
Schindler’s factory, KZ Plaszow – Concentration 
Camp, Auschwitz1 and Auschwitz 2 as well as the 
world famous Salt Mines. We have listened to the 
story of Zigi Shipper in school several times. During 
our visit to the Galicia Museum we met with a 
survivor of Auschwitz who was three years old when 
she was in the camp. Her story was particularly 
harrowing when she told us, through an interpreter, 
that she had been one of the children who had been 
part of Josef Mengele’s experimentation group. We 
hope to have another visit in the near future.

EXTENDED PROJECTS
Twenty St John's Sixth Form students have this year completed the 
Extended Project qualification which encourages students to author 
an academic essay on a subject of their choice. Introduced in 2006 
with the intention of preparing A Level students for university, Sixth 
Form students have attended degree-level skill sessions and have also 
visited Durham University's Bill Bryson Library to conduct research. 
Completing the course enables students to earn up to 70 additional 
UCAS points and potentially entitles them to a reduced grades offer 
from leading UK universities. Students this year have studied topics 
as varied as Chaos Theory, the need for a national DNA database, 
anti-cancer drug development and the fairness of the British justice 
system.

Year 13 Cambridge Technicals students have been 
studying Digital Graphics since the beginning of the 
year.  They were given a brief to edit and combine 
graphics to create an A3 poster suitable for print to 
advertise Durham World Heritage Site.

Students used a range of tools in both Macromedia 
Fireworks & Adobe Photoshop to create their 
posters. Students have been emailing with 
Durham WHS in order to gain feedback and make 
improvements to their work.  This level of feedback 
has allowed students to design work which would be 
appropriate in a real world context.

DIGITAL GRAPHICS IN A 
REAL WORLD CONTEXT

QUINTIQ SKYPE SESSION
On the 27th November, four Year 13 students took part in a Skype session 
with Quintiq, a world renowned supply chain management company.  
A2 ICT students were looking at supply chain management on their 
course, and created a diagram to demonstrate the process of the supply 
chain. Through Twitter, Quintiq complimented the students on their supply 
chain people and a Skype session was arranged to allow the students to 
discuss the process with an industry expert.
During the hour long session, our students 
spoke to Mark who is based in Europe.  He was 
able to explain to students how a program is 
created and individualised to a company, as 
well as how different packages work when 
installed.  Students were able to ask questions 
to supplement their knowledge and learn more 
about the topic.  
Following the session, Ben said, “I had the ability 
to learn a great deal, not only about the company but also its services.  
This was first hand information which was really beneficial.  Mark talked to 
us about the implementation process & what his company offers to their 
clients.”  
Scan the QR code to find out more about what the students learnt.

St John's Ranked 17th 
Nationally for Post 16 
Vocational Education

At St John’s we pride ourselves on being an inclusive Sixth 
Form and, as our impressive results show, our students 
receive excellent guidance and support to achieve their 
ambitions and fulfill their dreams. 
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In Science, 24th-28th February was 
Sustainability Week. Many events were 
held in school with external experts 
coming in to run activities.

Year 10 students took part in 
workshops on alternative energy 
sources, creating posters to display 
their work. Workshops run for Year 12 
students involved using chocolate and 
milk to demonstrate different types of 
rock formation that may be critical in 
future technological answers to global 
warming.

In our first Café Scientifique of the year 
Professor Jon Gluyas from Durham 
University gave an engaging and 
humorous talk on one method to solve 
the problem of having too much carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere. Sixth form 
students enjoyed the informal café 
atmosphere and took the opportunity to 
ask lots of questions.

Y10 students studying the core science 
syllabus were engaged and enthused 
by an interactive revision day entitled 
‘Journey of a Bottle of Shampoo: Oil 
Rig to Salon’ run by Julie Harrison 
from Inspiron Learning. Working in 
teams, students took part in a variety of 
hands on activities that enabled them 
to revise a whole chemistry module. 
Challenges included designing and 
building a model oil rig, calculating the 
boiling points of different components 
in crude oil, working out the best 
types of plastics for making shampoo 
bottles and finally a Dragons Den style 
presentation of their own design for a 
bottle of shampoo – both the packaging 
and the contents. 

The week was a great success and we 
look forward to running similar themed 
events in the future.

SCIENCE 
SUSTAINABILITY 
WEEK

STRICTLY  
RETURNS!
Strictly St. John’s, which started 3 years 
ago provides a platform for staff and sixth 
form students to  compete against one 
another in a dance tournament inspired 
by the hit TV show Strictly Come Dancing. 
Dancing to popular favourites such as 
salsa, tango, charleston, cha cha, waltz and 
quickstep, participants work hard to perfect 
their routines in an attempt to claim the 
glitter ball trophy. 

Once again the competition is being 
organised in support of Project Peru, which 
sees staff and students from St John’s 
raising funds to carry out work in the under 
developed country. During previous visits 
the St John’s contingent have contributed 
to the building of a classroom, and this 
year’s project will involve building a bakery 
for local people. Previous participants in 
Project Peru have talked about the trip 
as a life changing event, and have gained 
much from a wonderful and challenging 
experience.   

Strictly St John’s takes to the floor on 27th 
and 28th March in the Fred Wilson Hall 
from 7pm, and we look forward to seeing 
you all there!

CATHOLIC PARTNERSHIP  
ART EXHIBITION AT 
DURHAM CATHEDRAL: 
STATUE OF OUR LADY  
AND JESUS
As an annual event The Catholic 
Partnership organise an Art Exhibition 
that is hosted in the Galilee Chapel of 
Durham Cathedral, a stunning venue!  The 
standard of work within the exhibition is 
always very high, containing work from  
various year groups and in a wide range of 
media. 

This year our school entered two sets of 
work created by our Year 8 and Year 9 
students. The Year 8 students produced 
some beautiful textured panels that 
were inspired by the recently exhibited 
Lindesfarne Gospels. The year 9 students, 
whose work is pictured, produced a 
stunning recreation of Madonna and 

SACRED SONG 
AND SCRIPT 
St John’s musicians recently performed at 
Durham Cathedral as part of the Sacred 
Song and Script Art Exhibition.  Students 
performed The Journey, a piece depicting 
a walk through the Anglo-Saxon era, 
incorporating both live performance and 
pre-recorded sound effects.  Listeners are 
taken on a journey that begins in an ancient 
monastery, passing through a disease 
ridden town, then onto a battlefield ending 
with a dramatic climax.  St John’s students 
collaborated with musician Jack Burton 
in creating this unusual soundscape that 
was premiered in a 7th Century Saxon 
Church in Bishop Auckland for FebFest 
2014.  The ensemble piece incorporated 
violin, piano, trumpet and vocals with pre-
recorded sounds such as mud squelching, 
church bells, horses and the recreation 
of a medieval blacksmith’s. Laurie Kalus, 
Charlie Frankcom, Holly Hankey, Edward 
Stringer and Ellen Poot all performed their 
controversial piece with skill and conviction 
– Well done! 

ST JOHN’S NEWS

Child, a popular subject throughout Art 
History. The students used very basic 
materials such as newspaper, fabric and 
glue but worked exceptionally well to 
create such a professional outcome! The 
piece was illuminated with subtle spot 
lighting producing a particularly emotive 

and atmospheric ambience. Such was it’s 
impact within the venue that a number 
of people who attended the exhibition 
mistakenly thought that it was a part of 
the chapels permanent collection of Art 
works. It was also voted the most popular 
exhibit by the Cathedral staff.  

Back: Katie Walton, Sydney Longstaff-Jones, Lucy Hart, Elle 
McGregor, Natasha Jameson,Sarah Makepeace

Middle: Harry Atkinson, Jessica Mellody, Elise Mathews, Ellie 
Crampton Front: Caroline Russell, James Thompson

A team of six year 8 students from St 
John's became real-life engineers for a day 
when they researched, designed and built 
solutions to real engineering problems as 
part of The Institution of Engineering and 
Technology’s (IET) Faraday Challenge Day 
on 18th March.

Forty-five schools across the UK were 
chosen to host the 2013-14 IET Faraday 
Challenge Days. Our successful bid to host 
this event also enabled teams from across 
the Catholic Partnership to take part.

The brief for these young engineers 
was shrouded in secrecy to avoid unfair 
preparation and research.  Teams had to 
race against the clock to solve a real-
life engineering problem, putting their 
engineering and technology knowledge and 
skills to the test.

Gareth James, IET Head of Education, 
said: “Students who take part in the Faraday 
Challenge Days experience hands-on design 
and practical work giving them a peek into 
the life of a real engineer, the variety of 
engineering out there and the central role it 
plays in our everyday lives.

“There is huge demand for new engineers 
and technicians and we’re confident that this 
will challenge young people’s perceptions of 
engineers and hopefully make them consider 
engineering as a career choice.”

The events aim to encourage more young 
people to study and consider exciting and 
rewarding careers in science, technology, 
engineering and maths (STEM) by using 
creativity, innovation and problem-solving 
skills.

Each team member in the winning group 
will be awarded a prize as well as a trophy 
for their school. The top three teams from 
across the UK will receive an all-expenses 
paid trip to the national final in Oxford next 
year to compete for a cash prize of up to 
£1,000 for their school.

The Faraday Challenge Days are part of 
a wider Faraday education programme, 
made up of a whole host of teaching 
resources and activities to inspire and 
attract the engineers of tomorrow.

SINGING  
FOR SYRIA
Members of St John's 
Pop Choir recently helped 
to raise money for the 
Syrian Children’s appeal 
by singing at our local 
Sainsbury's store.  They 
were joined by the pupils 
of St Anne’s Primary 
School and together they 
collected over £200.

CELEBRATING MUSICAL SUCCESS!
Congratulations to Sophie Ruddick who won first 
prize in the Disney song category at the Darlington 
Performing Arts Festival in March.  

Who will lift the glitter 
ball trophy this year?

The Liturgy group have been kept very 
busy lately performing in a selection 
of events. They were very lucky to be 
invited to sing for Bishop Seamus 
during his visit to St John’s in December 
2013.  Fortunately, nerves did not get 
the better of the group as they sang at 
such a special celebration. Probably 
their most thrilling and memorable 
event was at Durham Cathedral in 
January, where they performed music 
as an accompaniment to the Catholic 
Partnership Sacred Song and Script 
Exhibition in the Galilee Chapel.  It was 
exciting for the group to be singing 
in such an awesome and almost 
overwhelming setting.  In addition, the 
group successfully accompanied the 
Lent reflections led by Emma Ramsey 
on Ash Wednesday, and most recently St 
Mary’s Church welcomed their musical 
contribution in their Sunday Service 
in March.  Future ventures include 
Evensong at Bishop Auckland Castle and 
Sandringham Care Home. Well done to 
all involved!  

MUSIC AND 
LITURGY
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CATHOLIC 
PARTNERSHIP 
ENGLISH DEBATE
On Monday 3rd February, 9 students 
from Year 10 travelled to Carmel College 
in Darlington to compete in the Catholic 
Partnership Debate Competition. The 
competition saw the students debating 
on a range of very complex issues such 
as racism in sport, extreme political 
views in education and even the power of 
veto in the United Nations! It was a very 
challenging but enjoyable day and one 
which the students got a huge amount of 
benefit from. The students were excellent 
and, although we did not win, they certainly 
exercised their arguing skills to the max!

HIGHLIGHTS RURAL TOURING SCHEME  
PRESENTS RASA THEATRE IN

STATES OF VERBAL 
UNDRESS
St John’s School 

Wednesday 30 April at 7.15pm

Tickets £7 Adult/£5 Student 

FREE light supper featuring 
international cuisine before the 
performance!

Tickets available from school on 
(01388) 603246 or online at  
www.highlightsnorth.co.uk

Who do you think you are?  Would your 
identity change if you moved to the 
next town or across continents?  In this 
vibrant and dynamic show, a cast of 
distinguished performers from diverse 
backgrounds have come together in 
a unique quest to find the voices of 
Britain today.  Based on interviews with 
Burmese, Iranian, Singhalese, Tamil, 
Chinese, Vietnamese and Britons with a 
multiplicity of identities, the show takes 
a poignant, funny and insightful look at 
what happens when new identities slip, 
when our roots show, and when, caught 
off guard, we are revealed in a state 
of verbal undress.  'States of Verbal 
Undress' truly reflects what we share 
as a people rather than what makes us 
different.

RASA Theatre’s visit includes Drama 
and Creative Writing workshops and 
a special performance for Year 10 
students. Recommended for 12+
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ST JOHN’S NEWS

‘THE SOUND 
OF MUSIC’- 
REHEARSING 
LIKE ‘MADD’!

Rehearsals are now well underway for St John’s summer 
production of The Sound of Music which will take place 
on the 10th and 11th of July. The cast is made up of all 
year groups from 7-13 and sees many of the Guys and 
Dolls cast making a reappearance, as well as lots of new 
members too. The show promises to be another huge 
success for St John’s MADD group and is sure to be one of 
your ‘favourite things’ this summer!

There is still time to join the cast if you would like to be 
involved in making the hills of St John’s come alive. Please 
see Miss Kirkwood for more information. 

BAKE OFF 
VICTORY!

10TH & 
11TH
JULY

YEAR 9 FIRE SAFETY 
WORKSHOP AT 
BISHOP AUCKLAND 
COMMUNITY FIRE 
STATION
Our Year 9 Level 1 Interpersonal Skills 
students had a fantastic day at Bishop 
Auckland Community Fire Station on 
31st January 2014 . Whilst there, they 
met John Trowell, Manager of Blue 
Watch and his team of dedicated fire 
fighters.  They found out about the 
many varied types of work the Fire 
Service does and gained a valuable 
insight into how vital team-working 
skills are in the Fire Service. Students 
were given special junior fire fighters' 
kits and participated in some exciting 
team challenges, including a treasure 
trail in the dark and a challenge in 
which they had to race with the hoses in 
order to put out an imaginary fire. 

Whilst having lots of fun, students also 
learnt some serious safety messages 
and had time to reflect upon the 
demands which choosing such a career 
involves. Mrs Palmer, who teaches 
the course said, "The visit was a great 
success and the students were talking 
about it for days after. We are hoping to 
offer this opportunity for other students 
next year as well". Many thanks to 
John Trowell and all the staff at Bishop 
Auckland Fire Station.

The second year of the Catholic 
Partnership Bake Off took place on Friday 
28th February here at St John’s.  Six 
schools took part, and all of the students 
had a fantastic day demonstrating a high 
level of skill and some excellent and 
innovative products.  

Natasha Cummings and Bethany King 
from Year 9 represented St John’s.  The 
pair had to create  chocolate éclairs 
making their own choux pastry, and were 
the outright winners with some amazingly 
light and crisp pastry.  The girls then 
made a Mediterranean vegetable tart 
using short crust pastry which they chose 
to enhance by flavouring it with mature 
cheddar cheese.  The girls added their own 
pesto sauce to the tartlet and filled it with 
courgette, mozzarella cheese, peppers 
and red onion.  Finally the task was to 
decorate 3 cupcakes along a theme.  The 
girls chose to demonstrate their excellent 
piping skills and created 3 cupcakes with 
flower and butterfly decorations that they 
made from sugar paste.

Natasha and Bethany were consistent 
throughout the day and should be 
commended for their excellent skills and 
creative product ideas.

Ron Hogg, Durham's Police and Crime 
Commissioner (PCC), was invited to St John's 
to meet with sixth form students who had 
expressed an interest in justice and policing. 
Mr Hogg gave an overview of his role and 
what his responsibilities are, including how 
he holds the police budget, and how he 
consults the public to determine the policing 
priorities for County Durham and Darlington, 
which he holds the Chief Constable to 
account for delivering. Pupils also asked Mr 

Hogg questions to find out about how the 
police tackle problems such as anti-social 
behaviour, underage drinking and road safety 
issues, in particular, speeding. Mr Hogg 
said: "I was delighted to receive an invite 
to St John's. The pupils I spoke to have a 
genuine interest in serving or improving their 
community, psychology of crime knowledge, 
or the criminal justice system as a whole. 
The students asked interesting questions on 
issues concerning young people and I have 

invited them to join my Community Panels 
so they can further be involved in my work 
and be kept up to date on policing and safety 
related matters." Mrs Tara Saville, Head of 
Science said: "This was a great opportunity 
for students to find out more about the role 
of the Police and Crime Commissioner; they 
really enjoyed the experience and got a lot 
out of it."

SIXTH FORM 
STUDENTS POSE 
QUESTIONS 
TO DURHAM 
COMMISSIONER

FUTURE 
BUSINESS 
MAGNATES
Six students in Year 8 are 
competing in the Future Business 
Magnates competition for 2014
Following the launch of the competition in 
November, students have completed three 
challenges and recently started challenge 4. 

Challenge 1 was a team building day 
at Bishop Auckland College. Our team 
competed in a range of activities including 
building a model and creating a short 
presentation in order to learn how best to 
work with as a team.  Unfortunately, the 
team didn’t score highly on this challenge 
but excelled in Challenge 2.  This challenge 
was all about researching an idea, and 
students travelled to CORE in Newton 
Aycliffe to take part in the launch.  Following 
the event students began pulling together 
their ideas and came up with the notion of 
a plug which attaches to electrical devices 
and allows electricity to be cut off remotely 
using an App. A combination of excellent 

research and a fabulous report allowed 
the students to gain a massive 98 out of a 
possible 130 points.  Challenge 3 was all 
about turning an idea into a viable business, 
and students worked with their business 
partner, Ebac to develop manufacturing & 
distribution options.  Results for Challenge 
3 have just been announced & the St John’s 
team scored 104 points out of a possible 140. 
A fabulous achievement. 

Challenge 4 will be focused on marketing.  
The introductory challenge day took place at 
NETPark, Sedgefield where students were 
introduced to marketing principles such as 
the 4Ps and product life cycles.  At the end 
of the day, students presented a marketing 
plan to their fellow competitors which has 
now been judged and will count towards their 
mark for challenge 4. The remaining part 
of the challenge will focus on the student's 
marketing plan for their own business.  

Follow the competition at  
http://futurebusinessmagnates.co.uk/
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A Tribute to 

CAPTAIN  
RICHARD HOLLOWAY

19 JUNE 1984 - 23 DECEMBER 2013

On 23rd of December 2013, St John’s community came 
together in prayer to show love and support to Mrs Holloway 

and her family as they said goodbye to Richard who was killed 
in Afghanistan. Richard, a former student at St John’s was an 

Officer in the Royal Engineers.  
“Richard joined the Army in 2008, attending 
Sandhurst Young Officer Training before 
moving on to the Royal Engineers’ Troop 
Commanders course and subsequently the 
All Arms Commando Course for which he 
was awarded the Commandant’s Certificate. 
In November 2009 he was posted to 59 
Commando Squadron, 24 Commando 
Engineer Regiment where he initially served 
as a Support Troop Commander. He stepped 
up as the Battle Group Engineer to the 
Danish Battle Group for Operation HERRICK 
14 splitting his Mission Specific Training 
between Denmark and the UK.”

In 2012 Richard undertook further 
arduous specialist training around the UK, 
undertaking exercises that would prepare 
him for the next phase of his career.  

“It was a transition that could not have 
come more naturally to him. Although 
the combination of selflessness and 

professionalism in unfamiliar and testing 
environments were impressive, it was the 
warmth of his personality that set him out as 
a popular and effective leader. He was the 
embodiment of the contemporary Officer, 
respected and revered in equal measure. 

Typically, Richard volunteered to deploy 
early to Afghanistan. By the time the rest 
of the Unit arrived in theatre, Richard was 
already fully established. He had cemented 
his relationship with all of the foreign 
partners and external organisations that are 
so essential to creating operational effect. 
His unique laid back manner and infectious 
personality crossed cultures and saw him 
build strong friendships with the Afghan 
Force whom he worked tirelessly to mentor. 

As a nation, we are indebted to that rare 
breed of individual like Richard who through 
richness of character, selflessness and 
unwavering courage, strive to improve the 
security and hope of those less fortunate 
than ourselves; without which the world 
would undoubtedly be a darker place. 
Unfortunately it was while carrying out 
this work, and conducting battle damage 
assessment after an airstrike on an 
insurgent stronghold, that Richard was 
engaged by insurgents at very close quarters 
and killed.

It is easy to pay tribute to someone whose 
values and professional standards shone 
through as clearly and brightly as Rich’s; 
unfortunately that makes his loss all the 
harder to bear.”

Commanding Officer

“In life Richard gave us 
the greatest joy; his death 
has caused us the greatest 
sorrow and despair. 
But in our grief we are 
sustained by a wealth 
of treasured memories 
which depict a child who 
developed naturally into 
an exceptional young man. 
He was an inquisitive child, 
avid to learn, often highly 
active and energetic but 
who could also sit quietly 
with a book or patiently 
construct all manner of 
things with Lego.

We love Richard for his 
sensitivity, the strong 
principles by which he 
lived, his wicked sense of 
humour and dry wit, his 
ability to inspire others, 
his love of the simple 

things in life, his strength 
of character and humility, 
his single-mindedness. 
Regrettably his sense of 
what is appropriate in any 
given situation did not 
always extend to his dress 
sense, the preferred option 
being t-shirt, jeans and 
flip-flops! Above all we 
love him for his passion for 
life and his willingness to 
share that passion with us, 
his family, his friends and 
his brothers-in-arms.

A friend has described 
him as ‘a pig in muck’, 
so happy was he in his 
chosen career. We are 
so very proud of his 
achievements and his 
absolute commitment and 
dedication to the Armed 
Forces. We are in awe 

of his supreme courage, 
regularly going as he did 
where we dare not go. It is 
timely to give our thanks 
to all those who fight to 
protect our cherished 
freedom and make the 
world a better place. 
Richard touched the lives 
of a great many people and 
has made his mark on the 
world. It is a privilege to be 
his parents. Our flowers 
for him are red, white and 
blue. On land, in the air 
and on water - wherever 
we are, whatever we are 
doing, he will forever be 
at our side, gently urging 
each and every one of us 
forward.” 

Mum, Dad and Luke

All Powerful God, we honour all men 
and women: sons and daughters, 
husbands and wives, fathers, brothers, 
sisters, mothers, who have laid down 
their life for their country.

Their sacrifice is too humbling for 
words except those uttered in prayer.

Loving Lord, bless them forever in Your 
eternal peace.

Let the sounds of strife, the cries of battle 
, the wounds of war, be calmed for all 
eternity in Your loving and endless grace.

Let these great warriors find rest at 
last, ever reminded that we who are left 
behind cherish their spirit, honour their 
commitment, send them our love, and will 
never forget the service that they gave.

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and let 
perpetual light shine upon him.

May he rest in peace. Amen

A Prayer for  
RICHARD 

Messages of Condolence from St John's Community: 
‘The news of Richard’s passing was a shock, and I was so saddened to hear 
of such tragedy. I will always remember Richard as a model student, quietly 
confident and so unassuming, always giving of his best. You and 
your family are in my thoughts and prayers today and always.’

‘I am so sorry for your loss. it will be the little things that you 
remember, the quiet moments, the smiles, the laughter, and 
although it may seem hard right now, it will be the memories 
of these little things that will help to ease the pain and 
sorrow. I know that words, however kind cannot mend your 
heartache but hopefully will help to ease it. Keeping you all in 
my thoughts and prayers, now and always. God Bless.’

‘I am so sorry to hear about your son, I have been thinking 
about you and your family. My thoughts are with you and your 
family.’ 

‘My deepest thoughts and prayers go out to you and your family, you should be so 
proud of your son, he has done some amazing things and I’m so sorry that he had to 
go at such a young age. He is gone but never forgotten for his greatness.’

“Farewell Rich, you will always 
be remembered as a loving son, 
an excellent friend, a truly 
professional Officer, but most of 
all as an inspiration to us all - 
farewell, we will remember you.” 
Commanding Officer 

“Rich was a dedicated, loyal and well-
respected man who naturally inspired 
those around him. He loved his job, 
believed in what he was doing and was 
immensely proud of everything he had 
achieved.

His get up and go, determination 
and appetite for the outdoors was 
inspiring. More often than not we were 
out walking, cycling, kayaking, diving 
or surfing and it was the constant 
banter and jokes that always made the 
day more enjoyable.

Rich was popular, a true friend and 
great guy, he touched the lives of all 
he met, more than he ever knew. His 
possibilities were endless, and his 
passing is a tragic loss to us all. I have 
learned a great deal from Rich, and 
will treasure the memories I have of 
our time together. I feel humbled, 
deeply privileged, but above all, proud. 
Proud to have been able to call him 
my friend.

The years I have known him have been 
the best of my life; and for this I will be 
eternally grateful. He was, and still is, 
a hero to his friends.”

Ed Martin, Friend

“During a weeklong Canoe Club trip to 
Scotland as a University student, a paddler 
came a little unstuck. The canoeist was 
suffering from a suspected fractured ankle, 
and his boat was pinned. After performing a 
fairly complex operation to unpin the boat, 
without breaking sweat, ‘Little Rich’ found 
that the canoeist could not carry on due to 
his injury. Looking up the side of the gorge 
Rich makes the call that not even he could 
carry the injured party to safety, so a call to 
Mountain Rescue would be needed.

After discovering, unsurprisingly that there 
was no mobile phone signal at the bottom 
of that gorge in the middle of nowhere, the 
only option for Rich was to climb out and 
go for help himself. He ran the 10km back 
to the car park to raise the alarm, provided 
coordinates for the injured party, and then 
ran the 10km back to the canoeist so that he 
could help the Mountain rescue team when 
they arrived. He was still smiling!

After the safe extraction of the canoeist, Rich 
calmly climbed down to his boat to lead the 
remaining paddler down the remainder of 
the route.

For those who may not be familiar with Army 
values and standards, they are: selfless 
commitment, courage, discipline, integrity, 
loyalty and respect for others. During this 
one incident in Scotland Rich demonstrated 
each of these values without even knowing it.

It was ‘Little Rich’, whose enthusiasm and 
love of Army life inspired me to apply to 
Sandhurst. He was an inspiration to me 
and many others. I will never forget him. I 
will think of him when I am in a little over 
my head. I will think of him when I don’t 
know which direction to take. I will always 
remember him.”        

Barnaby Munn, Friend
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In September 2013, 22 students 
started their GCSE Computing 
course.  
This is the first group of students to study 
this qualification and they have been 
developing their skills using ‘Visual Basic’ 
to enhance their basic programming skills.

The students have gained a range of skills 
that they have put to use in creating a 
wide range of programmes, including: 
basic calculators, complicated calculators 
and programs to change the size of font 

and colour when a particular button is 
clicked. They have also created a system 
which allows a user to enter the number 
of marks they got in an exam and it states 
whether they passed or failed. We then 
created a more complicated programme 
which allowed the user to enter their mark 
and in response were given a grade from 
A - D.

To find out more about Computing at St 
John’s, see Mr Minton in ICT1

Two of our students represented 
the UK at a conference in Berlin 
on the 7th & 8th February as part 
of the ‘Make IT Safe’ programme. 
Alongside ECPAT UK & the 
European Commission’s ‘Daphne’ 
programme, Marie and Sam, both 
Year 12 students, travelled by train 
to Luton before flying to Berlin to 
work alongside their peers from the 
Netherlands, Austria, Belgium & 
Germany. 

Presentations were given by leading 
experts in the field of internet 
safety & child exploitation.  Marie 
& Sam also spent time working 
with the other peer experts from 
around Europe, discussing their 
role within school, best practice 

and how to develop sustainability 
for the project.  Following the 
conference, Marie and Sam will be 
feeding back to the Digital Leaders 
in school to help develop workshops 
and resources to be used to 
make students more aware of the 
dangers of being online and how to 
protect yourself from such threats.  

ECPAT UK has worked alongside St. 
John’s Digital Leaders to develop 
their understanding of the role 
of peer experts and has trained 
10 students who will now work to 
promote safe use of the internet.  
Further workshops and training will 
take place throughout the academic 
year.

FOCUS ON:

COMPUTING @ ST JOHN’S

For the fourth consecutive year, ten 
girls from Year 9 and 10 attended the 
annual Girls and Gadgets Conference at 
Teesside University. Abbie Bridgett, Katie 
Collins & Laura Robinson described their 
experience:

“At the end of last term we went to the 
Girls and Gadgets conference at Teesside 
University.

The event began with a talk from two 
speakers including Eileen Brown, who 
works for Microsoft UK and Siobhan 
Fenton, an award winning freelance 
producer of computer animated film. 
They showed how girls were presented 
negatively in computer games and how 
a woman would present them differently 
if they had the choice and that particular 
design job. They also shared information 
about the wide choice of jobs available 
in computing, and the best ways to be 
qualified for these jobs. One speaker told 
how she worked with 'Little Big Planet' 

and also 'Grand Theft Auto' and she 
spoke about how she could personalise 
anything she wanted to and name streets 
after family members; which they found 
amusing. They really inspired all students 
to follow their dreams and made us 
realise that one day we will achieve them, 
just like they did.  We were also told that 
although teenage girls are now using 
computers and the internet at rates 
similar to their male peers, they are still 
five times less likely to consider a career 
in technology which is why the trip was 
made. It showed us that women would 
be just as capable as men to work  in the 
computer industry. 

After that we went around the campus 
to a computer suite where we took part 
in our first activity, which was to create 
an online game. The best part of the trip 
was making a computer game; it was a 
maze and ball game where you tilt the 
board then let the ball fall into the space 
it is supposed to. Afterwards, we were 

able to try it out and see if it worked and 
personalise all the colours and textures 
on the game. We got to let our friends 
try out the game too. This task proved 
difficult, although with the help of the 
teacher and students we were able to 
complete it.

During the afternoon we took part 
in a second activity to show us how 
text messages worked and how they 
were sent and received. This activity 
was extremely beneficial as this topic 
appeared in our homework task a few 
weeks later!

Overall this experience proved extremely 
beneficial as we feel we have gained a 
lot from the visit, and found out a lot of 
useful information which we will need to 
know for our exams.  Overall we learnt 
that it isn’t just men in the computing 
industry and women can play a vital part 
in the future of computer design and 
games.”

GIRLS AND GADGETS CONFERENCE  
@ TEESSIDE UNIVERSITY

WHAT’S ON 
IN THE ICT 
DEPARTMENT?

Safer Internet Day took place on the 
11th February 2014.  

SID (www.saferinternet.org.uk) aims to 
help students to create a better internet 
together by raising awareness of online 
safety & security.  Throughout the week 
Mr McIntyre delivered assemblies to 
students to highlight the risks of being 
online and to show students where 
to turn if there is something they’re 
concerned about. 

#SID2014 –  
SAFER INTERNET 
DAY 2014 

St John’s Digital Leaders are a newly 
established group of students who aim 
to help their younger peers access 
technology in a safe and responsible 
manner.  The Digital Leaders are all Sixth 
Form students: Marie Watson, Jonathan 
Payne, Josh Thompson, Ben Hardy, Daniel 
Quigley, Ben Wigham, Samantha Boylan & 
Kirsty Henderson, and they are currently 
in the process of planning workshops 
for students in lower school and will be 
involved with the Year 5 & 6 transition 
days.

DIGITAL  
LEADERS  
@ ST JOHN’S

ECPAT EUROPEAN 
CONFERENCE IN BERLIN

On Friday 14th March, Alex Groves from Teesside University came to speak to Year 11 students 
studying website design.  Alex’s lecture, ‘Want to design a good website or app?’, is part of 
Teesside University’s 'Speakers into School' programme. During the session students were 
introduced to the principles of good website design, and were able to compare poorly designed 
websites with examples of well-designed website and explore how this impacted on the end 
user.  The session looked at client needs and target audience needs and how to identify them.  
Students planned a homepage for a student focused school website and presented their ideas 
to the group, explaining their choice of content, placement of objects and other key design 
decisions.  Alex taught students about creating focal points in a website and the importance of 
ordering buttons and navigation links.  Students have been able to apply this knowledge to their 
own coursework to improve and refine their own designs to ensure that their websites will be fit 
for purpose and target audiences.  

TEESSIDE UNIVERSITY LECTURE – 
WEBSITE AND APP DESIGN 

Follow us on Twitter: @StJohnsICT

Year 12 Collaborative Working 
– Barriers to Communication
Students in Year 12 created a 
presentation using Google Docs about 
the barriers to communication and how 
to overcome them.  All students worked 
on the document simultaneously in order 
to help with research.
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ST JOHN’S NEWS

ST JOHN’S STAFF 
GIVE PRIMARY 
PUPILS A BOOST
A group of more than 25 students from 
our feeder primary schools are currently 
attending booster sessions for English and 
Maths, with the aim of achieving a Level 
6 in their Key Stage 2 SATS.  This year’s 
sessions are building on the massive 
success we had last year with a similar 
project.  Within the sessions we hope to 
both engage and inspire the students to 
reach their full potential through activities 
and puzzles which focus on the key skills 
required for a Level 6.  The students 
involved are a pleasure to work with 
and their enthusiasm for the subject is 
infectious!

MUSIC TO MY EARS…
Congratulations to Lauren 
Bell and Aaron Robinson 
for providing musical 
accompaniment to the St 
John’s Art Exhibition in 
the McGuiness Gallery in 
Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall.  Their acoustic guitar 
playing sweetly serenaded 
guests as they perused the 
excellent art work of Y11 
students. 

ST JOHN'S 
ART SHOW  
On the evening of Friday 7th of 
March the Art Department hosted 
a fantastic Art Show. The opening  
show set in motion a 3 week 
exhibition that profiles initially the 
work of Year 11 and is then followed 
by the work of Year’s 12 and 13. 
The exhibition is displayed within 
Bishop Auckland Town Hall’s Tom 
McGuinness Gallery.  The atmospheric 
gallery is overrun with a wide range of 
works of Art in a broad range of media and 
approaches.  

The exhibition’s opening night was 
extremely well attended with over 200 
people passing through the gallery space 
on the evening. The atmosphere in the 
space was very positive as students 
and their families viewed the work and 
were able to discuss the ideas, concepts 
and feelings that they were trying to 
communicate. The feedback from the 
students and the adults who attended was 
that they all felt a great sense of pride 
to have their work displayed in such a 
prestigious environment. 

The exhibits reflect the breadth of 
approach taken within the Department, 
with work that explores both traditional 
and contemporary practice. The nature of 
the work is also very personal and clearly 
displays a philosophy that places the 
student, their feelings, their experiences 
and their love of art at the centre of the 
creative processes. This open ended 
and exploratory approach has resulted 
in a highly diverse range of outcomes 
that demonstrate skill, creativity and 
contextual understanding.

Throughout the exhibition period, those 
who attend are encouraged to vote for 
their favourite works. The most popular 
work will receive The Rossi Prize for 
excellence in Art and Design! Good luck 
to all! 

VICTORIOUS AT FEBFEST 
ART EXHIBITION!

The Art Department hosted a very 
successful 2 day workshop led by 
Japanese artist, Shiori Quigley
The students explored a wide variety 
of artistic approaches with the starting 
point Japanese Haiku, a form of poetry. 
The students produced some wonderful 
poems that displayed a combination of 
creativity and literary skill. The artist 
then translated the scripts and taught 
the students how to write their poems 
using complex Japanese characters, 
known as Kanji. The poems were 
created using a combination of Sumi ink, 
wax and paint, all applied using a special 
Fude brush! The artist encouraged 
students to explore the characters on 
a very large scale, which resulted in 
two huge works of approximately 10 
ft square! The following day the artist 
led an origami workshop in which the 
students folded the various decorative 
papers they had produced. The large 
scale papers were folded as a joint 
exercise, to construct two life size 
cranes which were quite spectacular! 

Shiori commented on the independence, 
energy and creativity displayed by the 
students throughout the workshops. 
Their ability to pick up complex 
techniques was very impressive! 

St John's students in front of the installation entitled “ Fusion “. The work is a combination of Calligraphy, 
Origami, Painting and Animation. 

A MUSICAL FEBFEST 2014 

As part of this year's FebFest, 
students prepared for an unusual 
outdoor performance in Bishop 
Auckland Market Square that 
included live music, visuals and 
dance.  
Jane Crawford of Daisy Arts 
commissioned St John’s students to 
develop work that embraced ‘all things 
Japanese’ to follow the theme of the 
2014 Arts Festival.  Tony Morton worked 

in the music studio with Alex Best, Jake 
Scott, Mark Hyatt and Charlie Frankcom 
to help guide and assist their musical 
journey.  Using a variety of samples and 
sounds they created a hip-hop inspired 
pre-recorded track, embellished with 
other Japanese samples that were 
triggered live through technology 
during the performance.  Mark and 
Charlie enhanced their pre-recorded 
work with live guitar and bass guitar 
improvisations which proved to be a 
successful accompaniment for the 
dancers.  Incorporating flowers and 
silk red sashes, Miss Smith guided 
her group of dancers through themed 
choreography of authentic, controlled 
movements.  In contrast, Elizabeth 
Aitkin and Josh Thompson fused their 
freestyle street dance into the mix with 
skill and conviction, bringing the piece 
right into the 21st Century.  Framing the 
music and dance was animation which 

was projected onto the buildings around 
the Market Square. Beautifully crafted 
origami models stimulated by Haiku, 
a form of traditional Japanese poetry, 
have been patiently photographed and 
sequenced by students to create a 
collection of stop frame animations.  

The performance could almost be 
described as a mini-Lumiere experience 
that challenged staff and students on 
many different levels.  Congratulations 
to all involved on a successful project! 

Following the workshops the students 
worked for a full day with myself and 
Mr Morton of the Music Department 
to produce an animation in which their 
poems and artworks came to life!

The impressive outcome, entitled “ 
Fusion”, was entered for the FebFest 
Art Exhibition and was selected as the 
winning entry for 2014, the first time 
in 9 years that our school has been 

awarded this highly competitive prize! 
The image shows out students proudly 
standing in front of their installation!

Well done to all who participated 
this fantastic project! 
Mr Quigley. 
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KS3 PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION

Music students recently participated 
in a workshop provided by Newcastle 
based company Generator.  Students 
were introduced to the processes of 
song writing, and started to create their 
own original material.  Those involved 
have been invited to attend a weeklong 
series of workshops being held at 
Bishop Auckland College over the Easter 
holidays to 
continue 
to develop 
their skills.

STUDENT 
SONG WRITERS 

It has proven to be a very successful 
course with two large groups making 
real progress within their studies. The 
students have learnt a great deal about 
the “ Art” of Photography. This has been 
an eye opening experience and a steep 
learning curve for many and has required 
a realisation that Photography is an “Art 
form” and requires more thought  than 
producing a “ selfie “!  

In recent weeks the students have been 
working to produce entries for a Catholic 
Partnership KS3 photography competition. 
This intra-Diocese competition is always 
highly competitive and produces work of a 
very high standard.  The competition takes 
entries for 12 different categories ranging 

from traditional genres such as Landscape 
and Portraiture to categories reflective 
of our school ethos such as Faith and 
Saints. As a department we have entries 
for all 12 categories and as you can see 
the quality of the imagery is superb! The 
Partnership will host an evening at the 
Sunderland Glass Centre on Wednesday 
2nd April at 6pm at which all nominees 
work will be displayed. On that evening 
the winning entries will be selected 
and prizes awarded to the successful 
artists. We look forward to reporting 
future successes following the awards 
night! Congratulations to all successful 
nominees and fingers crossed for you all!

ALL OVER BY CHRISTMAS?
On 27th November a group of 10 
More Able and Talented Year 9 
students attended a WWI workshop 
run by Durham County Council 
called "All Over by Christmas?"  The 
students spent the day at the Durham 
Leadership Centre in Spennymoor 
with two other schools investigating 
what it was like for soldiers in the 
trenches on Christmas Day 1914.  The 
students used primary sources in 
three different languages to gather 
evidence to work out exactly what 
happened on that day, and if there 
really was a Christmas truce.  To 
finish the day the students worked in 
two groups to produce a wall display 
in English, French and German, 
demonstrating their knowledge of the 
Christmas truce.

MAT HISTORY CLUB
This year the History Department are 
running a More Able and Talented 
History Club, allowing MAT students 
from different year groups to work 
on collaborative projects.  So far 
each student has made an individual 
presentation about a person or time 
period of History that interests them, 
and they are currently taking part in 
several debates using international 
debating rules.  On Friday 28th 
February Eve Patchett (9A) and Maya 
Gibson (9A) proposed that Richard 
III had murdered the Princes in the 
Tower, with Aidan Wright (8M) and 
Ross Dunbar (7O) opposing.  Future 
debates include "Margaret Thatcher 
was the greatest British Prime 
Minister" and "Soldiers in WWI were 
lions led by donkeys".  In the summer 
term our students will be working with 
students from St. Thomas More in 
North Shields on various projects.

On 27th January, 12 Year 9 students 
visited Durham Cathedral as part of 
Holocaust Memorial Day.  The theme this 
year was 'Journeys', and St John's worked 
alongside students from St. Michael's in 
Billingham on three different workshops 
which aimed to challenge stereotypes 
about refugees and perpetrators of the 
Holocaust. They also listened to a talk 
about the Polish Resistance in Warsaw 
during World War II.

In the afternoon, Ruth Barnett, a survivor 
of the Kindertransporten spoke to the 
students about what happened to her 
family during the Holocaust.  She gave a 
very moving talk which inspired students 
to find out more about the Holocaust and 
especially the fate of Roma gypsies.

HOLOCAUST  
MEMORIAL DAY AT 
DURHAM CATHEDRAL

WRITERS’ LAB 
EXPERIENCE
On Thursday 6th March, Year 
10 students Wyatt Sugden, 
Jonathon Willis, Josephine 
Ayre and Aisha Watson visited 
the The Discovery Museum in 
Newcastle Upon Tyne.
Whilst there, they participated in a 
fantastic Writers’ Lab workshop, 
which was the first event of its kind, 
funded by Bridge North East and 
Carmel Teaching School Alliance. 
During a packed day of interesting 
events, they got the chance to 
make their own notebook, write a 
collaborative poem and produce 
short shories. As inspiration, 
students were allowed access to 
the museums archives which are 
not available to the public. They 
saw a variety of preserved Victorian 
animals and explored drawers full 
of all sorts of weird and wonderful 
collections from a bygone era, 
including rare tribal outfits and 
decorative items. They also talked 
to Roy Bearpark, an archivist at the 
Museum, who explained some of 
their lesser known conservation 
techniques, such as vacuuming 
the badger collection and polishing 
hippo teeth.

The day culminated in some 
wonderful examples of poetry and 
prose based upon the artefacts.

The students had a brilliant time and 
have the chance to bid for funding of 
£500 for a creative writing project in 
the future.

HISTORY DEPARTMENT VISIT 
NEWCASTLE UNIVERSITY
Recently, we enjoyed a trip to Newcastle 
University with the rest of our form class 
(8M). We went to the University Library 
and spent a day looking at items from the 
industrial revolution and doing work on 
the topic.

When we arrived at the University, we 
were greeted by several members of 
staff who had volunteered to give us the 
experience of the day, and as a result we 
were very humble and incredibly eager to 
learn about the wonders of history.

We spent a lot of time learning about the 
mines, how safety wasn't very good and 
how we could have been affected if we 
had worked in the mines. 

Our first activity was about a young boy 
who had died in the mines. We were 
given a piece of writing and we had to 
try and work out what it said. The hard 
part was that it was in old-fashioned 
handwriting and was nearly impossible 
to read. It turned out that it had been a 
message that a young boy had engraved 
on to his lunchbox for his mother; he 
had done this because he knew he would 
not survive a mining accident that had 
caused him and lots of other miners, 
including his father, to become trapped. 
Our second activity was writing a report 
on a mining accident. Information was 
put on the board for us and we had 

to write a Government mine safety 
inspector’s report about an explosion that 
had happened at a mine near Newcastle. 
We had to include things like the death 
toll, why we think the accident and our 
recommendations on how to make the 
mine safer.

For the final activity, we worked in teams 
of three to come up with a petition to 
make the Government come up with new 
laws to improve mine safety. After all of 
the presentations were finished, we were 
told that the Government had introduced 
laws to improve mine safety. Then it was 
time to go. Overall, I had a good day at 
Newcastle University; I really enjoyed 
myself.

By Aidan Wright and Tyler Wilson 8M

ST JOHN’S NEWS

As a successful addition to the Art Department’s Curriculum, 
Photography was introduced at KS3 this year. 

Charlotte Thompson Hannah Dunphy

Sarah Makepiece Elle McGregor

Eleanor Vasey Lucy Hart
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ST JOHN'S SCHOOL REPRESENTED AT 
COMMONWEALTH DAY OBSERVANCE
Eight lucky students won the opportunity 
to attend Commonwealth Day Observance 
at Westminster Abbey in the presence 
of Her Majesty the Queen, Prince Philip, 
and other senior members of the Royal 
Family. The prestigious service was 
attended by representatives from all over 
the Commonwealth and aimed to display 
the distinct cultures and traditions of each 
country, as well as the ways in which they 
continue to work together.

In her keynote address, Malala Yousafzai, 
the young school girl shot by the Taliban in 
Pakistan and currently residing in England, 
spoke passionately with regard to the right 
to education for all, whilst Lord Sebastian 
Coe and Dame Tanni Grey-Thompson 
spoke of their hopes for this summer's 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow as a 
force for good. The students involved have 
participated in this year's Commonwealth 
Essay competition on the theme 'Team 
Commonwealth'.  

Students: Priya Sheikh, Jonathon Willis, Will Dent, Josephine Ayres, Wyatt Sugden, Maria O’Hanlon, 
Aisha Watson and Georgia Cannell.

Our retreat programme at St John’s 
allows every year group in school to 
experience a day or residential retreat. 
This term all of Year 9 were provided 
with a day retreat at the Xcel Centre, 
Newton Aycliffe. Steve Murray a 
Christian Mime Artist led the retreat. 
He challenged students to think about 
who they are and not to conform to 
the pressures of the media and their 
peers. He empowered them to believe 
in themselves and to live life to the full. 
Students were moved by his honesty 
and his approach. A Year 9 student said, 
‘Thank you for an amazing day. You 
have helped me to value myself more’

A number of Year 8 and Year 10 students 
attended a residential retreat at the 
Diocesan Youth Village. The location of 
the Youth Village is idyllic and we are 
lucky to have such a wonderful resource 
in our Diocese. The residential retreats 
are led by the Youth Ministry Team. All 
our retreats are well received by the 
students as it allows them the unique 
opportunity to explore their faith and 
their values more deeply. A Year 8 
student said, ‘It was a very enjoyable 
experience. Perfect for everyone’

RETREATS

SPORT AT ST JOHN’S

ENGLISH 
SCHOOLS  
CUP 
The Year 9 and 10 girls football team 
had a fantastic English Schools Cup 
run this year, making it all the way to 
the quarter finals of a competition that 
is open to every school team in the 
country. The girls made it to the last 64 
following a very difficult away tie to St 
Wilfrid’s in Wakefield. The last 32 saw a 
comfortable 4-1 win over Shelly College 
in Huddersfield. At the last 16 stage, 
St John’s finally got a home tie against 
Kepier School. In difficult conditions the 
girls played fantastically well, winning 
the game 7-1 with goals from Erin Kelly, 
Lucy Postle and Sophie Wood. 

The quarter finals brought another long 
journey to Sandbatch to play Congleton 
School. It was a very exciting fixture that 
was played in very windy conditions and 
hail stones! Congleton had previously 
won the Playstation Premiership 
competition at Anfield and boasted an 
Everton forward, and a Manchester 
United and England midfielder in their 
starting line-up. The girls played really 
well, keeping the Congleton forward very 
quiet and creating some chances of their 
own. The single goal that separated the 
two teams was a wonder goal scored by 
the England Player. Well Done Girls! 

CATHOLIC PARTNERSHIP  
CROSS COUNTRY
Boys and girls’ teams from Years 
7, 8 and 9 travelled to English 
Martyr's School in Hartlepool for the 
Catholic Partnership Cross Country 
Championships. The Year 8 boys’ team 
won their event and there were several 
outstanding individual performances. 
Erin Hopps & Jasmine Sharp finished 
2nd and 3rd in the Year 7 girls race; 
Ryan Watson finished 7th for the Year 8 
boys; Alisha Wakes was 8th in the Year 
8 girls’ race and Ethan Dixon finished 
7th and Lucy Postle 9th for the Year 
9 boys’ and girls’ teams. Well done to 
all who competed. We wish the Year 
9 boys well for the upcoming County 
Cross Country Championships, having 
qualified as regional champions before 
Christmas.  

YEAR 8 BOYS - CHAMPIONS

YEAR 8 GIRLS 

YEAR 7 GIRLS - 3RD PLACE 

YEAR 7 BOYS 

YEAR 9 BOYS – RUNNERS UP

DISTRICT 
SPORTS HALL 
ATHLETICS
The Year 7 and 8 boys' and girls' teams 
recently competed in the District 
Sportshall Athletics Event. There 
were some exceptional individual 
performances on the afternoon, but 
particular mention must go to the Year 
7 girls’ squad who were close runners 
up and the Year 8 boys who finished as 
Champions. They will compete in the 
County Championships before Easter.

Staying with athletics, two students 
have achieved great success outside of 
school in recent weeks. Jasmine Sharp 
(pictured receiving her gold medal at the 
North-East Counties Indoor Field Events 
Championships) is now ranked 7th in 
the UK for her Shot Putt. This comes on 
the back of a successful summer last 
year in which she achieved UK rankings 
in Pentathlon, Javelin, High Jump, Shot 
Putt, 60m Hurdles, 800m and 1500m. 

Ashlyn Bland (year 10) continues to 
show her Team GB potential with 
an U16 Scottish National Indoor 
Championship Gold Medal for 300m, 
with a time of 41.20, which is well 
inside the required outdoor national 
qualifying time. She has followed this 
up with a bronze medal in the English 
U17 Championships at 300m with a 
PB time of 40.04, equalling Gateshead 
Harriers club record which has stood 
for nearly 30 years! The fact that Ashlyn 
is still aged 14 makes this all the more 
impressive.

Barcelona 47 students and 5 
staff will be flying to Barcelona 
on 14th July to experience the 
language, culture and music of 
this iconic city. Could all students 
participating in this trip ensure 
that an up to date passport and 
European Health card has been 
handed to Mr. Robertson, and 
that all payments are up to date.

Paris 50 students and 5 staff 
are also travelling to Paris, the 
city of romance during the final 
week of term in a joint MFL and 
Design Technology venture. 
Could all students participating 
in the visit ensure that an up 
to date passport and European 
Health card has been handed 
to Miss Hillyard, and ensure all 
payments are up to date.

Zaragoza Exchange 16 Year 7,8 
and 9 students will be travelling 
to Zaragoza on 31st March to 
spend the last week of term 
living as a Spanish student in 
the annual exchange between 
St. John’s and our sister school 
in Spain. Photographs and a 
full description of this amazing 
experience will be in the next 
edition of St John’s News. 

MFL 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

On 14th March Al Humphrey visited 
St John's to speak to year 7 about his 
adventures, including the 4 years he 
spent cycling around the world! He 
spoke with passion about where he 
had been, who he had met and the 
importance of challenging yourself 
both physically and mentally. He gave 
strong messages about never giving 
up, and how we can break down what 
seem like impossibly large challenges 
into small, more manageable pieces. 
His adventures also included rowing 
across the Atlantic Ocean, sleeping in 
tents near lions, cycling through +40 
and -40 degrees and eating boiled 
mice!!  It proved to be a fascinating 
and inspirational talk. Our thanks to Al 
Humphrey.

AL HUMPHREY VISIT
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SPORT AT ST JOHN’S YEAR 9 
FUTSAL
The Year 9 football team are still on 
course to go one better than last 
year and finish the season with 5 
trophies. After recent impressive 
displays in the League and both 
District Cups, the squad has also 
qualified for the County Futsal 
Finals. They were disappointed 
to finish as runners up in the 
District Futsal last week, but are 
determined to come out on top at 
the Counties. Special mentions 
must go to Ellis Tait for his rare goal 
scoring performances and Jamie 
Redfearn’s impromptu appearance 
in goal, pulling off a remarkable 
double save which was reminiscent 
of Jim Montgomery’s in the 1973 FA 
Cup Final. 

YEAR 7 RUGBY 
LEAGUE
The progress that the Year 7 rugby 
team has made this season has 
been very impressive. With a squad 
of over 20 students it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to select 
our strongest starting 15, with 
competition for places very strong. 
The team reached the North East 
Rugby League Final and finished 
runners up in a very physical match. 
Enough chances were created to win 
the game, but gale force conditions 
made our usual silky passing game 
very difficult. The girl’s rugby in 
Years 7 and 8 is also becoming 
popular, and the girls involved 
should receive recognition for their 
commitment to training. Keep up 
the good work!

YEAR 7, 8 & 
9 WILDCATS 
BASKETBALL

It’s extremely pleasing to see 
basketball becoming more and 
more popular with St. John’s 
students. 
After two successful trips to watch 
the BBL Trophy final in Birmingham, 
complemented by the partnership with 
the Durham Wildcats, both girls and boys 
from Years 7, 8 and 9 have successfully 
competed in District tournaments recently, 
as well as Wildcats’ tournaments. The 
Wildcats’ tournaments are proving 
extremely popular, providing the 
opportunity for students to compete on an 
official BBL court, complete with match 
commentator, and an opportunity to watch 
the Wildcats compete in home league 
fixtures. The Year 7 Boys were unlucky to 
finish as runners up in their tournament, 
receiving their medals during the half time 
interval between the Durham Wildcats 
& Surrey United. I am expecting future 
winner’s medals from this particular team, 
who show a great deal of potential.

Follow us on Twitter to keep up to date with 
all the latest news.... @stjohnseagle


