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School’s out for Summer...
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WELCOME

LISA BYRON
Head Teacher

Dear All, 

We hope our Summer newsletter gives you an insight 
into the wonderful events and exciting activities that 
our students and staff have enjoyed during a busy 
year at St John’s.  

As always, we are extremely proud 
of what our young people have 
achieved and their enthusiasm 

and commitment are outstanding – 
they are truly amazing individuals!

From our special Escomb Partnership 
Mission, working together with our 
parishes and primary schools, to the 
Bishop Auckland Town Council Awards 
where we celebrated our talented 
students; from outstanding musical 
performances at home and abroad to 
our stunning productions of Grease; 
from the amazing achievements of 
our Future Business Magnates to 
the brilliant teamwork of our Duke 
of Edinburgh groups and sporting 
champions - there has never been a dull 
moment at St John’s.  

Back in March, St John’s was hit with 
celebrity fever as our talented staff 
took to the stage to showcase their 
singing and dancing for Staff in their 
Eyes.  The event was a sell-out and 
nearly £2,500 was raised to support 
our annual Project Peru expedition.  
Whilst our students participate in many 
activities that enrich their education and 
life experiences, it is always wonderful 
to see them dedicating so much time 
and effort in helping those who are 
less fortunate than themselves.  This 
year, a group of 16 Sixth Form students 
and 4 staff travelled to Iquitos to work 
within the local community, carrying 
out building work and supporting in 

a girls’ centre.  Such an experience is 
truly life-changing and as “A Learning 
Community Guided by Gospel 
Values” it is important that we provide 
opportunities where all participants can 
fully appreciate how their help, support 
and acts of kindness can make a huge 
difference to the world around them.  

During this year students have also 
taken part in international exchanges 

and competitions, visits to universities 
and reflective retreat experiences to 
develop their spiritual, cultural and 
social understanding, making this year a 
busy and exciting time for one and all.   

As we draw to the end of this busy 
term we would like to give a special 
mention to the members of staff who 
have retired during this academic 
year:  John Lamb (Cover Supervisor) 
and Glynis Ilczyszyn (Learning Support 
Assistant) have been enjoying their 
retirement from Easter.  At the end of 
this academic year George Adair will 
also be retiring after serving St John’s 
for 38 years as both a highly-skilled 
DT teacher and a well-respected 
Pastoral Leader within our learning 

community.  During their many years 
of service, they have taught, mentored 
and guided generations of students 
throughout their education, working 
tirelessly to ensure that every student 
achieves their full potential within a safe 
and supportive environment.  Their 
commitment to St John’s has been 
remarkable and their dedication has 
ensured that our community continues 
to be a very special place to learn, work 
and grow.  On behalf of St John’s we 
would like to say a big “THANK YOU” to 
these members of staff and wish them 
a very happy retirement and a well-
earned rest! 

As we approach the Summer holidays 
we would like to take this opportunity 
to wish our Year 11, 12 and 13 students 
every success with their examination 
results.  They have worked extremely 
hard and have faced the challenges of 
their exams with great determination.  
We wish them good luck and welcome 
all who are returning to St John’s Sixth 
Form in September.  

Finally we wish you all a safe, 
enjoyable and relaxing Summer holiday 
and we look forward to seeing you all 
again in September.

Lisa Byron
Head Teacher

“we are extremely proud 
of what our young people 
have achieved” 
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In June, two lucky groups of Year 7 
students spent a day at Low Barns 
Nature Reserve as part of a project 

to create informative and decorative 
material for one of the hides.  Led by a 
member of the Durham Wildlife Trust, 
they went on a long walk through the 
reserve exploring the flora and fauna 
and worked with creative writer Jane 
Crawford, illustrator Sheryl Jenkins, 
artist Sue Abel and photographer Louise 
Taylor.  Our students were complimented 
on how well they helped children from 
Escomb Primary School who shared the 
experience with them.

We were asked to prepare a 
presentation about our project 
of developing skills needed in 

both the English and Spanish workplace. 
Throughout the course of the day, we 
indulged in numerous presentations all 
focused on the idea of internationalism. 
Above all, internationalism expresses 
the idea that the principles of equality, 
culture and social relations are valid 
for multiple countries, socialising 
with others around the globe and 
experiencing culture allows us to 
transcend our understanding of how 
culture can unite us together as one 
body.

We discussed the many channels of 
experiencing culture, the importance of 
languages - especially for the younger 
generation, and how to respond to the 
problems we face today with factors 
such as the internet. A group of primary 
school children shared their project 
that addressed the ways of learning 
about other countries without travelling 
abroad. Fighting discrimination was 
an integral part of the conference 

with many sharing their thoughts and 
experiences as both students and 
teachers in a school environment. If 
one piece of knowledge was to be 
absorbed during the conference, it was 
the impact of racism and discrimination.

Many would claim the food we were 
offered was the highlight of the day. 
Beamish Hall were incredible hosts 
and Europe Direct organised the event 
exceptionally, managing to create a 
vibrant atmosphere, helping students 
develop the skills and knowledge on 
internationalism that began with the 
Erasmus + KA2 project.

ERASMUS Low Barns
On the 11 July, those who participated in the Erasmus + KA2 project 
to La Coruña, as well as two Spanish students from Zaragoza, 
attended an internationalism conference at Beamish Hall.

“socialising with 
others around 
the globe and 
experiencing 
culture allows us 
to transcend our 
understanding of 
how culture can 
unite us”
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The aim of the Mission was to 
bring together everyone from 
across our Partnership and 

share in various experiences. 
The theme of the Mission was 

‘Unbroken’ recognising that no 
matter where we are on our 
journey, God’s love is constantly 
there, supporting and guiding us. 
Liam Black, a Year 10 Graphics 
student, designed the logo we 
used throughout the Mission. He 
used simple identifiable shapes to 
communicate a clear and recognisable 
message. The triangle- the strongest 
shape, represents personal strength. The 
heart- represents love and tolerance for 
all. Finally the infinity symbol-represents 
empowerment and everlasting. All shapes 
are interlinked to represent the theme of 
Unbroken. 

The students, staff and parishioners 
engaged in some wonderful activities, 

ESCOMB PARTNERSHIP MISSION 2018

This year thirteen of our Year 9 
students braved the heat and joined 

over 400 secondary school students at 
the Summer Festival. 

The theme of the festival was PlanBe. 
There were a host of speakers who 
explored the theme and spoke to the 
students about their plans and how in life, 
things do not always go according to the 
plan you had. The speakers reaffirmed 
this idea to the students and allowed 
them the opportunity to reflect on their 

own plans. In life sometimes it is better to 
simply be still and relish in the moment, 
rather than focusing on what lies ahead. 

One of the speakers was Scarlett 
Moffatt who spoke to the students 
about her life at school and her bullying 
experiences. She was incredibly honest 
and gave the students a lot to reflect on. 
One of the phrases she kept saying to 
the students was, ‘It’s nice to be nice’. A 
simple phrase but when lived, can have a 
huge impact. 

who attended. It was a fun, interactive 
and reflective evening led by the Youth 
Ministry Team. At the end of the evening 
each school and parish were presented 
with a Mission cross which was hand 
crafted by one of St John’s students, 
Bartosz Czemiawski. The crosses gave 
each parish and school a lasting memento 
of the mission experience. 

which varied from flower arranging 
to faith sharing. The Family Night 
was celebrated towards the end of 
the Mission experience and we were 
overwhelmed by the amount of people 

The Diocesan Secondary Schools Summer Festival is an 
annual event led by the Youth Ministry. 

Summer Festival 2018

This year St John’s, our Catholic Feeder Primary 
Schools and the local Parishes, which form the 
Escomb Partnership, have taken part in a Mission led 
by the Youth Ministry Team. 

“It was a fun, interactive and 
reflective evening led by the 
Youth Ministry Team.”

A huge congratulations to Alex 
Sams who has just received 
four Post-16 qualifications 

in a variety of areas, including 
Literacy, Numeracy and Mountain 
Biking Leadership. 

Alex left St John’s at the end 
of Year 10 in July 2017 to attend 
5Palms Education Provision. He 
received his certificates during a 
presentation with Miss Byron and 
Mrs Barnham at the end of this July. 
Alex now hopes to join the Army. 
We are immensely proud of Alex’s 
achievements and wish him every 
success for the future.

WELL DONE ALEX!
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Spirits were not dampened at all after World Book 
Day was cancelled due to the snowy weather. Staff 
and students supported the rescheduled event 
wholeheartedly and the amazing costumes, donated 
books and money raised were testament to this! 

Oompa Loompas were out in 
force in the PE department, 
Mary Poppins was a force to be 

reckoned with and Mr Parker came to 
school in his dressing gown! 

Miss Heads, LRC Manager, recycled 
some old library books for her costume 
and everyone in Year 7 made a cone 
that was then assembled, in secret, 
to make her huge, back aching Book 
Fairy wings! Her Year 8 students all 
made a flower from pages of old books 
and these formed her special tiara 
and tutu. Although a wonderful wand 
completed the outfit, Miss Heads was 
most disappointed that she did not win 
the staff competition and she is already 
working on a bigger and better costume 
for next year! 

Harry Potter characters were popular 
with both staff and students, Wally 
and Wanda were seen wandering the 
corridors, there were boys in dresses 
and Gansta Grannies, a few of the 101 
Dalmatians and Captain Hook was last 
seen doing some acrobatics in the Gym! 

We were overwhelmed with all of our 
students’ costumes and it was a difficult 
job selecting a winner from each Year 
group. The following students were 
presented with a £25 Odeon Cinema gift 
card, in the hope that they would watch a 
movie based on a book! 

Year 7: Emmie Gribbin
Year 8: Laura Blakey
Year 9: Eve Rose
Year 10: Cameron Ramsey
Year 11: Ellie Boyes
Sixth Form: Kathryn Sanderson

Staff also pulled out all the stops and 
Miss Byron selected two winners - Miss 
Embleton as a fabulous Mary Poppins and 
Dave Mawdsley as a wicked Witch-King 
of Angmar. 

To support the event all staff were 
asked to "Drop Everything and Read" for 
10 minutes in every lesson today and it 
was reported that this went on for much 
longer in some lessons! 

Thank you to everyone who supported 
us. 2062 books were donated to the 
school LRC and a sum of £724 was 
collected. This will be used to buy 
additional resources to support our “Drop 
Everything and Read” initiative every 
Wednesday afternoon. 

“2062 books were donated to 
the school LRC and a sum of 
£724 was collected.”
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St John’s was very well represented at the 
Youth Awards Presentation Evening at the 
Town Hall on Monday 25 June, and what an 
evening it was, celebrating the achievements 
of young people in Bishop Auckland!

Our school was represented by five 
fabulous individual nominees - 
Amy Dolphin, Alexandra Golightly, 

Matthew Lonergan, Emily Owen and Jack 
Purdham. 

Three members of the Year 7 Rugby 
Team were also present to represent 
their team, who were nominated for their 
outstanding contribution to sport. 

All of the nominees were presented 
with a certificate and Special ‘Mayor’s 
Medal’ Awards were handed out to 
four outstanding nominees and one 
team. Two of our students received well 
deserved Mayor’s Medal Awards - School 
Champion was awarded to Alexandra 
Golightly and the Triumph over Adversity 
Mayor’s Medal Award was presented to 
Emily Owen. 

Amy Dolphin, Year 11, is a kind and 
considerate student who recently put 
her First Aid skills to the test. Amy was 
a passenger in her Mam’s car when she 
noticed a number of cars had stopped 
to help someone at the side of the road. 
When they realized that the person had 
collapsed, Amy’s Mam stopped the car 
and Amy approached the scene and 
told the people who had gathered there 
that she was a First Aider. Amy then 
proceeded to administer CPR to the 
man who had collapsed. She bravely 
continued to administer CPR until an 
ambulance arrived. The paramedic 
instructed Amy to continue with the CPR 
until they had unloaded the equipment 
that they needed to take over. We are 
extremely proud of Amy and we felt 
she deserved special recognition for 
everything she achieves in school and 
in our local community. Unfortunately, 
Amy was unable to attend the Awards 
Evening – but she did get a special 
mention and everyone was informed that 
she had a prior engagement – watching 
Katy Perry in concert! Amy was invited to 
school later in the week and Miss Byron 
presented her certificate during a special 
Cake Break for all our nominees. 

Our School Champion Award winner, 
Alexandra Golightly from Year 9, was 

nominated for fully embracing life at St 
John’s; she participates enthusiastically 
in all lessons and takes full advantage 
of the many extracurricular activities 
on offer – Dance, Drama, Swimming, 
Film Club to name a few. She tackles 
everything with sheer determination 
and her wicked sense of humour. Her 
fundraising efforts for The Education 
Centre for Children With Down Syndrome 
(ECCDS), based in Newton Aycliffe, and 
for the Downs Syndrome Association 
were also commended. Alexandra and 
her triplet sisters, Eleanor and Felicia, 
thoroughly enjoyed the Awards Evening 
and Alexandra took to the stage to have 
her photographs taken, like a true star. 
At one point she was even wearing the 
Mayor’s Chain of Office! 

Emily Owen, Year 7, is a campaigner 
for the charity Changing Faces, which 
helps young people suffering from 
life-changing facial injuries. Emily was 
just nine when an aerosol, which was 
thrown into a garden fire, exploded, 
causing serious facial injuries. This was 
obviously a terrifying experience for 
Emily and heart-breaking for her family 
to see Emily lose her self-confidence 
and sparkle. But now, less than three 
years after suffering her horrific injuries, 
Emily has regained her confidence and 
is inspiring other young people that have 
suffered facial disfigurement. Emily has 
even launched her own YouTube channel 
that has become a haven for other girls 
like her. We were delighted, emotional 
and extremely proud when Emily was 
presented with the Mayor’s Medal for 
Triumph over Adversity.

Matthew Lonengan, Year 10, has made 
a fantastic contribution to community 
music over the last 12 months, both as a 
performer and a young workshop leader. 
Matthew has been a regular member 
of Jackass Youth Theatre, Runaway 
Samba, Baque de Ogum and Cuttlefish 
Orchestra all of which come under the 
umbrella of Jack Drum Arts. As part of 
Jackass Youth Theatre, Matthew has 
made huge contributions to the ensemble 

performances we have produced as 
part of our partnership with the National 
Theatre's Connections programme, 
devising and performing music for 
theatre. Matthew is a truly talented 
member of our school community and we 
would like to wish him continued success 
in all that he does. 

Jack Purdham, Year 10, was nominated 
for both an individual award and a team 
award by the Stockton and Darlington 
Youth Railway.  Jack has been a volunteer 
for the Youth Railway Team for nearly 
three years. They raise money for 
many charities, mainly the Royal British 
Legion. Jack takes part in fortnightly 
meetings and works with his youth team 
colleagues at the station during school 
holidays supporting Bishop Trains. We 
are extremely proud of Jack and all he 
achieves, both in and outside of our 
school community. 

To conclude the Awards Evening, 
Councillor Fleming said:

“We have been completely bowled 
over this year by the sheer talent, 
courage and determination of our young 
people. What a fantastic evening!”

“All of the nominees were very 
deserving, and should be extremely 
proud of themselves.”

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
TOWN COUNCIL 

Youth Awards 
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The students spent the first term 
involved in a very intensive 
programme of art workshops 

lead by Judy and myself. Each student 
developed design work for their 
section of the carpet page selecting 
appropriate imagery to convey 
aspects of our historical and spiritual 
heritage. The responses were truly 
outstanding and we were delighted 
with the way the work developed. 

The students then worked onto the 
velum using oil paint and gold leaf, as 
they applied their final designs. The 
students handled the materials with 
great skill and created highly stylized 
imagery. Following this, the students 
were then tasked with a highly 
specialised approach to the framing of 
the work. Judy and her husband John 
taught the students an embossing 
technique known as pouncing and 
allowed all the students to create 
detailed pattern into the poplar board 
frame. This central frame was then 
surrounded by a larger mahogany 
frame that was inlaid with spruce and 
ionised titanium. 

The students were lucky enough to 
visit Judy in her studio and actually 
carry out the ionising process 
themselves. For our students, the 
opportunity to work with such an 
experienced practitioner as Judy 
and to be exposed to all of the 
incredibly specialised techniques, 
materials and processes was a unique 
and fascinating learning journey. 
The students absolutely loved this 
experience, as did Judy and myself! 

It was an absolute pleasure to work 
with such a wonderful group of 
students who really have created an 
outstanding Art work and exemplified 
all of the qualities we hope to foster in 
our outstanding learning community. 
This work will form part of the 
permanent collection of art works to 
be housed in Auckland Castle and, as 
the work is produced on vellum, it will 
be there for many hundreds of years 
to come: a legacy for our students, 
school and community.

Mr Quigley

THE ILLUMINATED CARPET 
PAGE IS COMPLETE!
You may remember from the Christmas Newsletter that we 
announced an exciting opportunity had arisen for our Year 12 
Art students to work with local artist Judy Hurst in the creation 
of an illuminated Carpet Page.

Some 1500 students from 
across the Lieutenancy took 
part, assembling in the Market 

Place and Millennium Square before 
processing up to the Cathedral led 
by Dohl drummers and flags of 
Commonwealth countries.  

After a performance of traditional 
Indian dances by Breeze, the 
Dean welcomed the huge youth 
congregation.  He said, "United by 
ties of friendship, we gather here 
representing a rich diversity of faiths 
and backgrounds.  We give thanks and 
celebrate you, our young people, with 
your many gifts, and pray that you 
may be blessed and be a blessing." 

It was wonderful to hear so many 
voices raised in song, including One 
Voice, Sou-a-lle/Bele Mama, You are 
the Future and World in Union.  With 
Mrs Holdsworth, before the event, 
students had learnt not only about 
the Commonwealth but also about 
Namibia, the country they represented 
on the day waving the flags they had 
created.

OBSERVANCE 
FOR THE 
COMMONWEALTH
In April students from 
across all Year groups 
represented St John’s at an 
exciting Observance for the 
Commonwealth in Durham, an 
idea of the Lord Lieutenant of 
Co Durham, Mrs Sue Snowdon, 
to mark a meeting of the 53 
Commonwealth Nations in 
London.  



08 www.stjohnsrc.org.uk

Working with Artist and Assistant 
Director of Changing Relations 

CIC, Polly Turner, a group of twelve  
Year 9 students have been exploring 
the issues surrounding domestic 
abuse and healthy relationships,  
through an arts-based project to 
support their learning.  After watching 
and discussing a film which uses the 
testimonies of three local County 
Durham women, the students have 
embarked upon the creation of a 
collaborative piece of art work with 
textiles.  A public event will be held in 
the Autumn term at which the group 
will share their art work and findings.

DOMESTIC 
ABUSE AND 
HEALTHY 
RELATIONSHIPS Northern Heartlands works 

with local communities to 
celebrate and increase their 

understanding and appreciation of their 
natural, industrial and cultural heritage.  
At the end of February, we were thrilled 
to learn that our bid for a grant from 
the Northern Heartlands Community 
Initiative Fund (managed by County 
Durham Community Foundation) had 
been successful!  Some 16 members of 

staff came forward to take part with 
groups of students representing 12 
departments.  Some of those mini-
projects are already underway and the 
full project will culminate next February 
with an exhibition and celebration 
event as we all share the places and 
themes we have explored and the 
pieces of visual and performance art 
we have created. 

Northern Heartlands

After a long, hard year of GCSE work, 
and to commemorate the end of five 
years at St John’s, Year 11 celebrated 

their Prom at Wynyard Hall on Tuesday 
10 July. They all departed from school 
on coaches not knowing which venue 
they were going to. It’s the first time that 
we’d kept this a secret and rumours had 
abounded all year, with some students 
even trying to resort to bribery in order to 
extract the location from staff!

The party atmosphere on the coaches 
and then arriving at Wynyard all together 
was a brilliant experience. The weather was 
beautiful, and at such a scenic location, 
both inside and out, the Prom was a truly 
memorable celebration. 

Every one of the students looked 
absolutely stunning and their behaviour 
was exemplary. There was dancing and 
laughing from start to finish with Luke 
Butterfield and Neve Ringwood being 
crowned Prom King and Queen. After the 
final song, ‘(I’ve had) The time of my life’, to 
which everyone danced, there were many 
happy tears.

It really was a special night and one that 
I certainly won’t forget. The occasion once 
again filled me, Mrs Pryer and tutors with 
immense pride in the remarkable young 
adults of Year 11.

Mrs Barnham, Head of Year 11

PROM 2018
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FUTURE 
BUSINESS 

MAGNATES

Winners2018
A team of students from Year 8 
were crowned Winners of Future 
Business Magnates Winners 2018 
for their innovative business idea 
“Generation Jigsaw.”

Future Business Magnates is a 
prestigious business enterprise 
competition for schools in County 

Durham with 18 schools across the region 
competing this year.  The competition 
aims to introduce young people to the 
basics of starting and running a business 
and to encourage entrepreneurial skills 
in a fun and exciting way. Launched in 
the Autumn term, each team develops a 
business idea and competes in a series 
of six business challenges throughout 
the course of the year, which include 
everything from team building and 
product design to finance and branding. 
The final challenge requires students to 
present their business idea to a Dragon’s 
Den style panel of industry experts. 

This year, our team from St John’s 
wowed the judges with “Generation 
Jigsaw”, a bespoke jigsaw puzzle 
aimed at connecting generations and 
encouraging conversations in a world 
saturated by technology. The students 
recognised that social isolation is a 
serious issue for people, both young and 
old, and wanted to create a product to 
help. The double-sided jigsaw is designed 
to be played in groups and has numbers 
engraved on the reverse of each piece 
which correspond to questions designed 
to break down barriers between the 
generations and get people from all 
walks of life talking. Their slogan was 
“connecting pieces, connecting people.” 
Students also believed it could be 
beneficial for people suffering from 
dementia. 

Scoring highly in every challenge 
the team shone brightest during the 

final challenge where 
they presented their idea 
to industry experts. The 
judges thought the product 
addressed a serious issue 
and that it was executed 
fantastically by the team.

St John’s, who were 
supported by their 
business partner Right 
Lines Communication’s, 
were announced as the 
winning team at a glitzy 
awards evening attended 
by business leaders, 
members of the media and 
representatives from Durham 
County Council. Not only did they take 
home the Future Business Magnates 
winner’s trophy, but each student also 
bagged themselves a £50 voucher 
and £2000 for the school to spend on 
enterprise activities. 

“I have really enjoyed the FBM 
experience as I have learnt a lot about 
how to set up a business, as well as 
making lots of new friends and sharing 
our strengths and skills.”  
Jessica Dailey, Year 8

“Future Business Magnates is one of 
the best things I have ever done. I have 
learned so many new skills and business 
terms that I can now apply to my future. 
I have made lots of new friends and have 
had an experience that will never be 
forgotten!”  Rebekah Lees, Year 8 

Mrs Miller who co-ordinated the project 
in school said:

“The students approached every 
challenge together as a team with 
enthusiasm, determination and creativity 
and I am so happy that their efforts have 
been rewarded. It has been a pleasure to 
work with such a motivated and talented 
group of students. “

“The competition has been a fantastic 
opportunity for students to learn more 
about industry and entrepreneurship and 
has been a framework through which to 
encourage the development of many of 
the soft skills students will need in the 
labour market.”

The winning team: Ella Stanbridge, Amadeusz 
Nowicki, Rebekah Lees, Jessica Dailey, Katy 
Mattison, Callum Giblin, Erin Clarke and Alice 
Chilvers. 
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH

This year two groups of Year 10s 
successfully completed their 
Silver Award in the picturesque 

valleys of Weardale and Swaledale.   
During their training expedition they 
were tested on their navigation and 
map reading abilities around a 22K 
route which passed the beautiful 
Tunstall reservoir.  The group 
worked well together and navigated 
successfully some very tricky to locate 
footpaths.  On the second day they 
practised first aid skills and emergency 
procedures. For their final assessed 
expedition they walked from Tan Hill to 
Muker, on the second day from Muker 
to Reeth and the third day consisted of 
a lovely circular route around Reeth.   

All of the students were amazing 
and worked together to successfully 
complete their award with great 
enthusiasm and team work.  They 
overcame difficulties by working 
together and supporting each 
other. We are all very proud of their 
accomplishment and wish them look in 
the future with their Gold Award if they 
proceed onwards.  Well done Silver 
Explorers!

SILVER DUKE OF 
EDINBURGH AWARD

Reservist Major Sandy Hennis spoke 
to a large number of students on a 
visit to the school in March about 

her experience as a member of the 
first female team of polar novices to ski 
across the Antarctic.  

After a tough two-year selection and 
training process Major Hennis became 
part of the six-strong Ice Maiden team 
who spent 62 days skiing 1,000 miles.  
She was the girlfriend of Mrs Holloway's 
son, Richard, a member of the elite 
Special Boat Service, before he was 
killed in Afghanistan at the end of 2013.  
Major Hennis said: "Rich showed me that 
you have to make the most of every 
moment of your life.  We all have fears 
but we can all get over them.  You can 
push yourself so much further than you 
think is possible."  She urged students 
to never be put off by others or give up 
on their dreams, but rather to rely on 
their determination to succeed.

Ice  Maiden Visit 

Major Hennis delivered her 
inspirational presentation 
at our Duke of Edinburgh 

Awards Event and presented 
the awards to Bronze and 
Silver winners.  Although the 
occasion was undoubtedly one 
of celebration of the students' 
achievements, it was also 
tinged with sadness as we 
said goodbye to John Lamb 
who was retiring at the end 
of term.  A fine and, at times, 
moving tribute was paid to him 
by his colleagues who referred 
to the profound and lasting 
impact he has made on over 
200 students undertaking their 
Duke of Edinburgh qualifications 
at St John's.  They wanted him 
to know how deeply he has 
been appreciated and valued 
for his selfless volunteering , 
generosity and commitment, 
and expressed their gratitude to 
him for his years of leadership 
and tireless dedication to the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme. 

DUKE OF 
EDINBURGH 
AWARDS 
EVENT

BRONZE DUKE OF 
EDINBURGH AWARD

As part of their Volunteering 
Section for the Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh Award, students have 

been transforming the school garden 
and planting flowers and vegetables.

Thanks to Mr Maddison, Mrs Smith 
and Mrs Burke for helping.

Before
After
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Taking advantage of the glorious and 
unseasonal hot weather, the group 
camped at Gillside Farm overnight 

and navigated their route through 
Glenridding, Greenside Mines and onto 
Lanty’s Tarn.  

The practice expedition clashed with 
the England vs Belgium World Cup game, 
but this did not deter the students from 
learning navigation and exploring the 
area.  They gathered information for their 
expedition focus, which was to look at 
tourism opportunities in this area post 
the Storm Desmond floods of December 
2015.  

The group saw a meteor shower at 
night, buzzards and the local Herdwick 
sheep.  After a quick stop to explore the 
facilities at Helvellyn Youth Hostel and 
explore Greenside Mines as potential 
visitor attractions and facilities, the group 
navigated their way back to the campsite.  

Students saw the impact of the 
flooding on the village and subsequent 
tourist areas.  At the time of the visit work 
was still going on in the beck to secure 
the flood defences, but the village had 
returned to its former state and was 
bustling with both British and foreign 
tourists.  In order to experience the 
tourist opportunities in the area the group 
took a trip on the Ullswater steamer from 
Glenridding to Pooley Bridge allowing 
them to take photos and gather visitor 
numbers for this particular attraction.  

Following on from their practice 
expedition, and again enjoying fantastic 
weather, the group started their 
qualifying expedition from Grassholme 
reservoir, making their way over Wythes 
Hill on the Pennine Way and finally 
camping at Low Way Farm, Holwick. 
The group were comparing the tourist 
opportunities in the North Pennines with 
the Lake District National Park,  focusing 
particularly on visitor numbers and 
facilities on offer in Middleton in Teesdale 
and comparing them with Glenridding.  
Day 2 was spent heading up the Pennine 
Way towards Forest in Teesdale, taking 

The Bronze Duke of Edinburgh group 
conducted their practice expedition in 
Glenridding, Cumbria in June. 

in the tourist attractions of the Winch 
Bridge, Low Force and High Force. The 
River Tees offered a wide variety of 
various wildlife including ducks, fish and 
even a deceased mole!

The final assessment of the group 
stated:-

“This well trained Bronze group 
successfully completed their expedition 
in Teesdale, camping at Low Way Farm 
in Holwick and visiting the waterfalls of 
High Force and Low Force. They coped 
admirably in the extremely hot and dry 
weather, sharing water and resting in the 
shade wherever possible.

Team work was excellent, as were 
walking, camping, navigational and 
observation skills.

The group have also embarked on 
creating a school garden as part of their 
volunteering section and have learnt 
cycling techniques and food skills for their 
physical and skill section.’

Thank you to Mrs Smith and Michael 
Stephenson for supporting the group.

BRONZEReport
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Set in the fictional Rydell High School 
in the 1950s, Grease follows the 
cool T-Birds and sassy Pink Ladies 

as they navigate the highs and lows of 
school life. It includes the famous songs 
‘Greased Lightnin’, ‘Hopelessly Devoted’ 
and ‘Summer Nights’ as well as many 
other toe-tapping tunes. 

Auditions were held back in November 
and Mrs Rose and Miss Bell were blown 
away by the talent on show, so much so 
that it was decided to have a split cast 
of Pink Ladies to allow for all students 
to shine! Rehearsals began in January, 
and since then everyone has worked 
exceptionally hard to create another 
fantastic performance! The dedication 
and commitment students showed 
throughout the rehearsal process was 
incredible, and we really could not have 
asked for a better cast, especially when 
many of the cast were also completing 
their GCSEs and A Levels at the same 
time. 

Our superb cast this year, led by Mrs 
Rose as Director and Miss Bell as Musical 
Director, was headed up by both Molly 
Raine (Year 12) and Jessica Maroney 
(Year 11) as Sandy and Cameron Jennings 
(Year 10) as Danny. They took on their 
lead roles with huge enthusiasm and 
style and gave Olivia Newton-John and 
John Travolta a run for their money! They 
were supported by an incredible team of 
Pink Ladies and T-Birds who showcased 
unbelievable vocal and acting talent, and 
plenty of comedy moments too.

Kenickie- Josh Bridgwater (Year 13) 
Rizzo- Mia Cooper (Year 12)/ Sophie 
Ruddick (Year 11)
Roger- Joe Lupton (Year 10)  
Jan- Eve Patchett (Year 13)/ Molly 
Dutchburn (Year 9)
Sonny- Daniel Wilson/ Ross Carson 

This year’s Summer production saw students from Years 7-13 put on their best 
show yet in the form of the highest grossing musical of all time, Grease!

(Year 8)      
Marty- Kiera Taylor (Year 11)/ Sophie 
Sharp- (Year 10)
Doody- Richie Anderson (Year 12) 
Frenchy- Charlie Jackson (Year 9)/ Ellie 
Houlahan (Year 11)

The talent did not stop there. More 
amazing acting ability was showcased by 
Matthew Mellody (Year 8) in the role of 
Eugene and Ellie Bennett (Year 11) in the 
role of Patty who made the audience cry 
with laughter throughout. Sophia Dunn 
(Year 10) wowed with her stunning dance 
ability in the role of Cha-Cha, Frankie 
Dobson (Year 10) was a Rock n’ Roll 
superstar who was ‘Born to Hand Jive’ as 
Johnny Casino and Elize Davies (Year 11) 
gave an incredible rendition of ‘Raining on 
Prom Night’. 

The principal cast were supported by 
an excellent team of dancers, who did all 
their own choreography, and of course 
a fantastic group of chorus members. 
There were even some special staff 
cameos with Miss Batty as Miss Lynch, 
Dave Mawdsley as Vince Fontaine and 
Mr S Smith as Teen Angel, supported by 
his wonderful angels, Mrs Barnham, Mrs 
Smith, Miss Batty and Emma Ramsey.  

This year’s production was a 
particularly significant one, as it was 
the final show for many of our students 
who are leaving St John’s for University 
or to study Performing Arts at College. 
We, therefore, say a very heartfelt 
goodbye to our Year 13s: Eve Patchett, 
Josh Bridgwater and Mia Cooper and 
our Year 11s: Sophie Ruddick, Elize Davies 
and Ellie Houlahan, who have all been 
involved in many school productions, 
some since they were in Year 7. They will 
be sincerely missed. We wish you all the 
luck in the world and thank you for the 
incredible dedication you have shown 

over the years. You are the true definition 
of St John’s Eagles and we know you will 
continue to soar and succeed in whatever 
you do in the future.

So there we have it; after two amazing 
sell-out shows, the St John’s production 
is over for another year. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank all of the 
wonderful students involved for making 
the show such a success, as well as all 
of the staff and parents/carers for their 
continued support.  

So what will next year have in store? 
You’ll just have to keep an eye out in 
September to find out, but if it’s Fame 
you’re after, you know just where to 
come!

Grease Cast 2018- “You are supreme!”
Mrs Rose, very proud Director and 

Head of Drama

IS THE WORD!
Grease 

Molly Raine - Sandy Jessica Maroney - SandyCameron Jennings - Danny
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HERITAGE PROJECT

A visit to the Fifteas Tearooms 
in Bishop Auckland's Market 
Place by a group of Year 9 

students is another part of our At 
Home with Heritage Project.  The 
group met Manager, Becci Nye, 
who talked to them about why 
afternoon tea became an important 
event, her reasons for establishing 
the tearooms, the elegance of fifties 
fashion and why women made so 
much effort with their appearance. 

At a later date the students 
will explore the continuing tradition 
of deliveries by Ringtons of their 
tea and other products around the 
Bishop Auckland area.

Fifteas Tearooms

The Hear My Voice Project earlier 
this year provided an opportunity 
to celebrate the voices of 21st 

century women and their inspirations, 
telling their stories, hopes and vision 
for the communities in which they live 
and work.  This formed part of the 
Suffragette Centenary and some of our 
Sixth Form students had the chance to 
work with Project Leaders creative writer, 
Rachel Cochrane and photographer 
Sophie Teasdale.  The outcome of their 
workshops has been on display in Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall.  Students were also 
invited to attend a free showing of the 
2015 film Suffragette at the Town Hall 
and at the Gala Theatre a performance 
of J M Barrie's The Twelve Pound Look, 
produced and directed by ex St John's 
student Rory Stuart. 

HEAR MY VOICE PROJECT 

As part of our At Home with 
Heritage Project two groups 
of students from our Modern 

Foreign Languages Department 
have been out to Weardale, 
exploring Stanhope and enjoying a 
short talk by Oscar Watson about 
tourism at the Durham Dales 
Centre.  

Their walk around town took 
in the fossilised tree, St Thomas' 
Church with its Frosterley Marble 
font, the old railway station, River 
Wear and famous stepping stones.  

Next term they will work with 
an artist to create a leaflet which 
will be translated into French and 
Spanish for exchange visitors.  

MFL TRIP TO 
WEARDALE 

As part of our At Home with 
Heritage Project a group of 
Year 8 students are looking 

at inspirational people past and 
present.  Last week they ventured into 
the beautiful wilds of Weardale, near 
Ireshopeburn to visit Ellie Langley to 
find out how she lives and works.  

Ellie lives in a remote farmhouse 
and explained to the group how she 
and her partner create all their own 
energy.  She also takes in rescue sheep 
and uses their wool to craft hats.  She 
was kind enough to show the students 
round the property and to demonstrate 
wool processes to them in her 
workshop.  

Everyone had the opportunity to 
make bracelets and met the sheep, 
Kester, who provided the wool!  
Another hit was Tim, the cat.

In the Autumn term Ellie will be 
coming into school to run a full day's 
workshop with the group.   
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People up and down the country 
got together to raise a cuppa to 
our beloved NHS and raise funds 

for NHS charities.
We held a Tea Dance on Friday 

6 July and students, staff and local 
parishioners shared an enjoyable 
afternoon of music from our talented 
musicians, dancing, tea and cake in 
the bright and airy Lecture Theatre, 
decorated with bunting made by our 
Year 7s. 

Asda Bishop Auckland very kindly 
supported us in this event, bringing 
along delicious scones, complete 
with jam and clotted cream and a 
selection of cakes. Danielle Wigham, 
the Community Champion at Bishop 
Auckland and a past student of St 
John’s, also brought along some 
games and NHSBig70 pens to give 
away, much to the delight of our 
students!

All profits from the sale of tickets will 
go to NHS charities. 

The NHS turned 70 this month 
and we thought what better 
way to celebrate one of the 
nation’s most loved institutions 
than with a cup of tea. 

We were delighted to welcome 
into school four nurses from the 

Paediatrics Ward at Darlington Memorial 
Hospital. They each spoke about their 
roles and showcased their talents and 
equipment – students left the session 
with heads in bandages, arms in slings, 
knowledge of x-rays, CPR, how to clean 
their hands properly and they all left the 
session covered in stickers for being 
good patients!

Sarah Lynch, a member of the Charity 
Team, from the County Durham and 
Darlington NHS Foundation Trust, kindly 
came in to school and spoke to students 
about how the NHS has developed 
over the past 70 years. She informed 
students of the amazing discoveries, 
advancements and improvements that 
have been made in the NHS. Students 
were fascinated to learn about everything 
from organ donations to the first ever 
hand transplant. 

The fantastic team from South West 
Durham Wellbeing for Life provided 
students with two exciting and interactive 
workshops. Wellbeing for Life provide 
services that can support people to 
improve their health, wellbeing and quality 
of life. The team came armed with huge 
plastic plates and foods and some Tug 
of War ropes! Students learnt about the 
importance of healthy diets and a healthy 
and active lifestyle. They particularly 
enjoyed going outside and seeing how 
fun exercise can be. 

Miss Heads took the opportunity to 
invite her son, William, to school for 
the day to lead workshops. He was 
diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes in 
October last year and, at just 15 years old, 
he is now a volunteer for Diabetes UK. 
He spoke about the amazing support he 
has received from the NHS and shared 
his experiences of daily life living with 
Type 1 Diabetes. Students were amazed 
to see all of his medication and to listen 
to his story. He even brought in Rufus, his 
Diabetes teddy bear that he was given 
in hospital, to show the students how he 

As part of our Year 7 Retreat Day and to help celebrate 
the 70th anniversary of the NHS, all of our Year 7 students 
took part in a carousel of activities to raise awareness of the 
amazing services provided by the NHS.

RAISING AWARENESS OF THE NHS

NHSBig70

tests his blood glucose levels and how 
he gives himself insulin several times a 
day. The most fascinating part of his talk 
was when he showed  students his new 
Freestyle Libre – his continuous glucose 
monitor that he wears on his arm and 
scans with his phone, just like Theresa 
May does! 

Students ended a hectic but informative 
day by decorating special red, white 
and blue NHS bunting that was used to 
decorate the Lecture Theatre for our 
NHSBig70. They reflected upon how the 
NHS had helped them, either personally 
or someone close to them, and wrote 
messages of thanks on the bunting. 

Thank you to the Paediatrics Ward at 
Darlington Memorial Hospital, the County 
Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation 
Trust, South West Durham Wellbeing 
for Life, Asda Bishop Auckland, William 
Barker and Diabetes UK and all who 
supported this amazing event.

Miss Heads, LRC Manager. 
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ACADEMY 
OF SOUND 
CONCERT

MUSIC

Academy Of Sound is a free after 
school group open to all students 
who are currently receiving 

Guitar, Bass or Drum Tuition within 
school, and exists to allow students 
who are receiving tuition to put their 
skills into practice by becoming involved 
in playing and performing music as part 
of a band or group. 

The concert involved 30 students 
from across all year groups performing 
live, some for the very first time, and 
included a varied mix of not only 
modern pop and rock music, but also 
saw some groups performing their own 
material. 

Beatpoet Music Services deliver all of 
the Guitar, Bass and Drum Tuition within 
school and after the concert their lead 
tutor, Wayne McAloon said:

“All of the students involved really 
enjoyed the experience, are keen 
to be involved in the future, and it’s 
brilliant to see them beginning to put 
into practice the skills that they are 
learning in lessons. At Beatpoet Music 
we believe that the Performing Arts are 
a fantastic way for young people to 
develop self-confidence and self-belief 
and the sense of community within 
the Music Department at St John’s is 
really wonderful. Students feel valued, 
are happy and keen to support and 
encourage each other, and it is a real 
privilege to be involved with such a 
great musical community.”

June went out with a bang and 
a crash, of drums and guitars, 
at St John’s, with the first 
Academy Of Sound Concert.

Earlier this year three of our talented 
musicians (Ellie Houlahan, Millie Cairns 

and Kiera Taylor) had the privilege of 
working with composer David Golightly 
to create a newly commissioned hymn 
to be performed for the first time by St 
John's choir at a special event in Witton 
Park to commemorate the awarding of the 
Victoria Cross to Lieutenant Commander 
George Bradford in 1918.  Sadly David 
passed away before he could hear The 
Soldier's Hymn performed.  The choir 
also sang Rule Britannia, accompanied by 
soprano Susan Robertson, during part of 
the service held in the Memorial Garden, 
created in honour of George and his 
brother, Brigadier General Roland Boys 
Bradford. 

David Golightly

Maracatu is an ancient carnival tradition 
from the north-east of Brazil. This 

Afro-Brazilian drumming music is totally 
unique and is deep-rooted in religion and 
spirituality.

Over the course of 10 weeks, 
students spent their curriculum music 
lessons learning about the culture of 
Maracatu and how to play in a Maracatu 
ensemble. They were led by musicians 
from Jack Drum Arts, a local CIC that 
offers performance workshops and 
opportunities around County Durham.

On Tuesday 26 June, 15 students had 
the opportunity to show off their skills at 
a performance in Crook Market square. 
The performance was enjoyed by the 
public, who danced and clapped along in 
the blazing hot sunshine. The students’ 
performance was very energetic and 
uplifting, creating a carnival atmosphere 
in the centre of Crook.

Niall Mahaffey, 8A, took on the role 
of miniero (a metal cylindrical shaker) 
player for the performance. “I very 
much enjoyed the experience and 
would definitely do it again. The best 
thing about the performance in Crook 
was being in the band, meeting new 
people and getting welcomed into a new 
community. You also get to learn a lot 
of different beats and sounds that you 
can take and put into your school work. I 

liked it because you have challenges and 
complications you can overcome.”

Eve Blackett, 8A, played the gonguê (a 
metal cowbell). “I felt embarrassed at 
first, but once I saw people enjoying the 
performance I felt a lot happier. After the 
performance I felt really proud of myself 
and I think the public really appreciated 
it too. I really liked doing the Maracatu 
workshops as it was a good experience 
and I found out one of the drummers got 
paid to do this as his job and also got to 
travel the world.”

Tyler Eleanor, 8A, had the difficult 
task of playing the alfaia, a large, heavy, 
wooden, rope-tuned drum and Amadeusz 
Nowicki 8A, had the even more difficult 
task of playing the agbê (a gourd shaker 
covered in a net of beads), as he not 
only played a difficult rhythm, but had to 
dance some fancy footwork at the same 
time. Both boys enjoyed the experience 
and especially the ice cream they enjoyed 
in the sun afterwards!

St John’s would like to thank Jack Drum 
Arts for the amazing opportunity to learn 
about the culture and music of Maracatu. 

Anyone interested in learning 
Maracatu can take part in rehearsals on 
Wednesday nights during term time. 
For more information please see their 
website: www.jackdrum.co.uk

MARACATU

This term students from 8A and 8S have had the opportunity 
to experience creating a new style of music. 

On Friday 29 June, 
students from St John’s 

Music Department put on a 
mini-concert for residents at 
Eden House Care Home. The 
residents enjoyed repertoire 
from our upcoming tour to Tubingen 
in Germany, including choir pieces, 
wind band pieces and a selection of 
solos and duets. The residents really 
appreciated the talents of our young 
people and we look forward to 
returning in the Christmas term, for 
our annual performance.

EDEN HOUSE
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The following students have 
recently passed Music Grade 
Examinations. 

Adam Finch, Year 8, achieved 
distinction Grade 3 on Baritone, Alice 
Chilvers, Year 8, gained Grade 3 merit 
on trombone and James Nodding, 
Year 9, Grade 5 pass on cornet.  

Charlotte Newbold, Year 8, has 
passed grade 4 Piano with Merit and 
Sophie Clarkson, Year 10, Grade 5 
distinction in singing.  

A huge well done and well deserved 
congratulations to all the students. 

Music Exam Success 

The Music Department have 
recently purchased some funky 

new plastic trumpets for whole class 
teaching from September. Having 
secured some funding from EMI, it 
has been possible to buy enough 
instruments for KS3 students to have 
the opportunity to try and make some 
mighty sounds during lesson time.  

This is a great resource for the 
Music Department as the plastic 
construction of the instruments 
is robust and hardy, perfect for 
classroom scenarios.  Another good 
feature is that all three valves are 
identical and interchangeable, a 
big plus for learners when cleaning 
instruments.

The lightweight construction super 
colour range is a plus too!

I think other departments will need 
some ear defenders – watch out, here 
comes the noise! 

BRASSED OFF!

On Monday July 2, St John’s 
Music Department welcomed a 
group of 30 Year 5 and Year 6 

children from primary schools across 
the county to play and enjoy some 
new, exciting musical experiences. 
With the help of staff from the Durham 
County Music Service, Miss Casewell, 
brass specialist, Miss Unwin, woodwind, 
and Miss Hodgson, violin, guided 
students in learning and performing 
new repertoire alongside St John’s 
musicians.  Mr McAloon, Beatpoet 
Service, led a song writing workshop 
with guitarists and drummers creating 
chords and original lyrics in their 
performance. 

St Cuthbert’s Crook, St Charles 
Tudhoe, Our Lady and St Thomas 
Willington and Thornhill in Shildon all 
participated in the experience playing 

favourites such as Swing Low Sweet 
Chariot, Oh When the Saints, Patrick’s 
Reel, Eastenders and the Can Can. 

St John’s musicians helped the 
youngsters throughout the day, where 
performances were shared amongst 
each other. For some, it was the first 
time that many had performed in such 
a big band or in front of quite a large 
crowd. 

Following lunch, staff from Jack 
Drum Arts lead an introductory Samba 
session with St John’s Matthew 
Lonergan (Y10 GCSE Music) leading 
the workshop.  Ear defenders were 
an absolute must as the students 
pounded syncopated rhythms whilst 
dancing to and fro!

We look forward to seeing some of 
the students in September. 

Eve Rose and Elle Foxton 

PRIMARY PLAY DAY

Year 9 GCSE Music Students have 
been lucky enough to create, 
develop, devise and perform music 

inspired by the River Gaunless.  Directed 
by Jane Crawford of Daisy Arts, the 
students have worked alongside Rupert 
Ludlow Philbrick who specialises in film, 
sound, music and performance. Over 
a period of 6 months, students have 
explored improvisation, creative writing, 
ensemble performance and composing 
with music technology.

History and context was a focal point of 
the project too, “We started in Cockfield 
on our adventurous walk to find and 
record all of the sounds that we could 
hear… and those we couldn’t! On our way 
we learnt about the area’s history and 
what kind of things people of the past 
used and worked on, and in, in order to 
survive.”

After many hours devising and 
rehearsing original material, the premiere 
performance of the River Gaunless 
Symphony was held at The Stable Bar, 
Manor House Hotel in West Auckland on 
July 3.

Students engaged in ensemble 
performance, embracing improvisation 
with some trepidation but excelling in the 
moment. Instruments played live over 
pre-recorded sounds / effects from the 
river and environment. The piece was 
complemented with spoken word with an 
inspired piece written by Bethany-Paige 
Clark:

Cold as ice I lay asleep.
My limbs and body stiff,
I emerge from my slumber in the frozen 
tundra,
to animals roaming amongst my body,
drinking my blood, grazing my skin.
Trees take hold: Hazel, birch, oak and 

elder.
They decorate 
my tributaries, 
nest in my hair.
Then they came: 
Stone-walled 
mills, smelt and 
mines.
Choking, 
coughing, my 
lungs give in,
to the dust of 
the night I sleep 
again.

Bethany-Paige 
Clark sang lead vocals with 
Annia Walton. Hannah Costello and 
Chloe Smith, tenor horn, Elizabeth Dent, 
keyboard, James Dowson clarinet, Freya 
Lowerson electric bass, James Nodding, 
cornet, Kacper Ochmann Cahon and Sri 
Keshav Rajesh electric guitar.  

“This project has taken the students 
from St. John’s on a fantastic journey… 
helping to expand their knowledge 
and understanding of music and the 
potentials to uncover melody and rhythm 
from the world that surrounds us.” Rupert 
Ludlow Philbrick

RIVER GAUNLESS SYMPHONY

  

 

River Gaunless 
Symphony  

 

Tuesday 3 July, 6:30pm 
at The Stable Bar 

The Manor House Hotel, 
West Auckland DL14 9HW 

 

 
 

 

AN INVITATION 
from Daisy Arts to our 

 
 Students from St. John’s School & Sixth Form 

College have created a new musical score that 
incorporates soundscape and live playing. 

 

Join us for an evening that will take you on a meandering 
journey of the River Gaunless, through music  

and the spoken word 
 

A Heritage Lottery Funded Project. Daisy Arts working in partnership 
with the Wear Rivers Trust and Groundwork NE & Cumbria 

 

 
 



18 www.stjohnsrc.org.uk

As part of the schoolwide “At 
Home with Heritage” project, 
the Science Department are 

focusing on the industrial heritage of 
coal mining in the area and looking at 
how our surroundings are changing 
to reflect the move towards more 
renewable energy sources. 

On 3 July, a group of Year 9 
students visited Emerald Biogas, 
a food waste anaerobic digestion 
facility in Newton Aycliffe. As you 
can imagine, in the heat, it really 
didn’t smell very good! However, 
the students showed a great deal 
of maturity in overcoming the smell 
and engaging with a tour of the 
operations, asking many insightful 
questions along the way. 

We found out about how food 
waste from local schools, restaurants 
and manufacturers is taken by the 
plant and processed into gas that 
is put back onto the grid for use in 
our homes. Some of the gas is also 
used to generate electricity onsite 
and again fed back into the grid for 
use in the local area. By-products of 
the process are used on the fields by 
farmers to help grow the next round 
of crops.

One student said, “Although 
it absolutely reeked it was still 
interesting. I found the process of 
removing the other gases from 
the methane interesting.” Another 
commented, “The trip was an eye 
opening experience, I didn’t know that 
waste food could be made to come 
back as gas for my oven.”

We look forward to continuing the 
project …

SCIENCE 

TRIP TO 
EMERALD 
BIOGAS

STEM DAY
On Friday 22 June our Year 8 and Year 9 students took part in a 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) day. The aims 
of the day were to increase engagement with STEM subjects and 
to highlight the vast range of careers in STEM that are open to our 
students.

Many local companies came into 
school including Glaxo, Formica, 
Hydram and Northern Gas. Their 

representatives ran interactive sessions 
giving the students a wide range of 
experiences, such as the procedure for 
getting dressed before working in a clean 
room, seeing how explosive milk powder 
is and understanding how excavators are 
put together. Bishop Auckland College 
were also involved and brought along a 
3D printer.

Newcastle University ran workshops 
on the benefits of choosing to study 
STEM subjects and Durham University ran 
an interactive talk on astrophysics and 
hands-on sessions about air quality, rock 
cycles and movement of magma beneath 
the Earth’s crust.

Some of our own Sixth Form students, 
Will Richardson, Peter Danks, Richie 
Anderson and Aidan Wright, have been 
working all year as Science ambassadors 
for the school. They have completed 
training and have been delivering 
workshops to our feeder Primary 
Schools. These students developed and 
ran their own workshops for the STEM 
day, which were enthusiastically received 
by both our Year 8 and Year 9 students. 
These sessions saw students extracting 
DNA, making their own rockets, testing 
different boat designs and cracking codes 
to solve a mystery.

Students also undertook engineering 
challenges including building the 
tallest towers from cocktail sticks and 
marshmallows and building dragsters 

powered by balloons that were designed 
to look like the bloodhound, the world’s 
fastest car.

Many of the Year 9 students took 
part in a speed networking session 
where they got to talk to people with 
various different careers about what 
they do, how they got into it and ask 
any questions that they wanted to. The 
people that came in included some of 
our ex-students who were delighted to 
come back into school and share their 
experiences.

Following the STEM day, our student 
voice surveys found a marked increase 
in the number of students who said they 
were engaged with and enjoyed STEM 
subjects. We also found an increase in 
the number of students that would like 
a career in STEM and in the number of 
students that believed there are STEM 
jobs for people like them in our local 
community.

Overall it was a very successful day 
enjoyed by the students and we look 
forward to making it bigger and even 
better next year!

 “I enjoyed the full day. 
The best part was 
speaking to the people”

“I enjoyed the STEM day because you 
were thinking without knowing it”

“Meeting new people and 
finding out more about what 
they do and what STEM life is 
like was really interesting”

“The 3D printer 
was amazing!”
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NORTHERN ENGLAND CHAMPIONS
SPORTS

On Tuesday 10 July our Under 15s Cricket Team 
travelled to Barnsley for the Northern Counties 

8-a-side cricket tournament, involving teams from 
Durham, Yorkshire and Northumberland. The team 
finished the day in joint first position, with Michael 
Graham, Matthew Thrower and Ollie Johnson all 
retiring in matches throughout the competition. 
Joseph Quigley and Toby Grainger should also be 
commended for their solid performances with the bat. 

The final winners were decided after a nail biting 
Super Over. Isaac Fernyhough bowled extremely 
well, restricting South Hunsley School to seven 
runs. Matthew Thrower and Michael Graham went 
out to bat, with the former hitting a four, a two and 
another four in the first three balls to crown St John's 
as champions. It is the second time this team has 
achieved the status of Northern England Champions, 
having previously been National Runners Up. 

All the boys performed fantastically well, bowling 
and fielding to very high standards. Michael Graham 
received an individual award from the competition 
organisers, after catching a six in mid air, off the pitch 
and throwing the ball back into play. 

Congratulations to all the team!

Our Year 7 athletes did us all proud at 
the recent Catholic schools athletics 
competition: 

Ben Creamer had an outstanding day picking 
up 3 gold medals in long jump, 200m and 
4x100m relay.

Charlie Lennon won the 800m race
Layla McMahon won discus
The boys won 4x100m relay- Ben Creamer, 
Finlay Hall, Aidan Barrass , Will Lister.
Will Lister came 2nd in 300m race
Aidan Barrass took 3rd place in the hurdles
Finley Hall came 2nd in 100m
Sam Tall came 3rd in shot putt
Well done to everyone involved! 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
ATHLETICS 
COMPETITION 
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Follow us on Twitter to keep up to date 
with all the latest news.... @stjohnseagle

Staff in their Eyes 2018
On 15 and 16 March 2018, staff and students took to the stage as their 

favourite musical acts to wow a packed house. 

With acts ranging from Ed 
Sheeran and Adele, to Steps 
and Honey G, the crowd were 

treated to a variety of performances, 
involving intricate choreography and call 
and response audience participation.  The 
biggest shock of the night came from a 
confetti cannon-wielding Disney Princess 
in the form of Mr Smith, performing “Let 
It Go”, a sight (and sound) to behold. 
The winning acts for the two shows 
were our very own rappin’ chaplain 
Emma, performing as Honey G and the 
pop powerhouse super-group of Miss 
Robinson, Mrs Oulton, Mrs Rose, Mrs 
Sowerby and Miss Batty performing as 
Girls Aloud.  

The real winner over both evenings 
was, of course, Project Peru.  The two 
evenings raised £2400 to help fund 
projects in Iquitos for this year’s trip. The 
money also helped to fund the purchase 
of “Boris” the cement mixer, who has 
already speeded up the building projects, 
and will hopefully save a few hours of 
back breaking labour for our staff and 
students visiting this year!

Thank you to all those who supported 
the event. 

Mr R Morley 


