
GCSE Geography Unit 2: Human Geography – POPULATION CHANGE 

The Restless Earth 

Key Idea Specification 

Content 

Useful links / resources 

Over time 

the global 

population 

increases 

and the 

population 

structures of 

different 

countries 

change. 

The exponential 

rate of world 

population 

growth. 

 

Countries pass 

through different 

stages of 

population 

growth as shown 

in the five stages 

of the 

Demographic 

Transition Model 

(birth rate, 

death rate and 

natural 

population 

changes).  

 

Changing 

population 

structure. 

 

The impact of 

increasing 

urbanisation, 

agricultural 

change, 

education and 

the 

emancipation of 

women on the 

rate of 

population 

growth. 

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/411162.stm 

 

Study various population pyramids eg US Census Bureau 

database USA Census 

http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/idbpyr.html 

 

Use the population pyramid simulator at 

http://www.ined.fr/en/everything_about_population/play_populati 

on/population_simulator/ to run simulations of population 

change. 

 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/films/1964to1979/filmpage_census.htm 

which describes the 1971 UK census. 

 

The DTM living graph exercise allows students to demonstrate 

their understanding of the graph: 

www.roadstoequality.org/documents/err%20Living%20Graphs.doc 

 

 

 

Use The Guardian Special Report – World Population 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/population/0,2759,184290,00.html  

A range of 

strategies has 

been tried by 

countries 

experiencing 

rapid 

population 

growth. 

The social, 

economic and 

political 

implication of 

population 

change and the 

need to achieve 

sustainable 

development. 

 

The 

effectiveness of 

population 

policies 

adopted in 

different 

countries since 

the 1990s to 

include birth 

control 

For a world youthful population map see 

http://maps.howstuffworks.com/world-youthful-populationmap.htm 

 

For a BBC special report on the ageing population see 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_depth/uk/2004/ageing/default.stm 

 

http://gorgeousgeography.wordpress.com/2007/10/04/voki-for-web 

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asiapacific/6222586.stm is about 

China’s elderly care conundrum. 

 

China Population Information and Research Centre 

http://www.cpirc.org.cn/eindex.htm 

 

 

For a slideshow presentation of a China case study see 

www.slideshare.net/isc/china-population-policies  
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programmes 

and other 

strategies 

adopted. 

 

A case study of 

China’s policy 

since the 1990s 

and one of a 

non birth control 

population 

policy. 

 

For population policies in Europe see 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/4837422.stm 

 

 

 

 

 

An ageing 

population 

impacts on 

the future 

development 

of a country. 

The relationship 

between the 

population 

structure and 

population 

decline and the 

impact on the 

future economic 

development. 

 

The problems 

associated with 

an ageing 

dependent 

population. 

 

Government 

strategies to 

cope with an 

ageing 

population and 

the incentives 

suggested for 

encouraging an 

increase in a 

country’s birth 

rate. 

 

 

A case study of 

the problems 

and strategies in  

one EU country 

with an ageing 

population. 

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/7017856.stm is about the number of 

centenarians in England and Wales reaching a record high. 

 

Census paints portrait of ageing UK 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/2287650.stm 

 

This summarises the main findings of the 2001 Census, and it introduces the 

issues faced by the UK of an ageing population. 

 

Census highlights ageing population concerns 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/2288275.stm  

 

This article deals with the implications of an ageing population in the UK in 

greater depth. 

 

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/4837422.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/7017856.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/2287650.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/2288275.stm


Population 

movements 

impact on 

both the 

source 

regions of 

migrants and 

the receiving 

countries. 

Migration is a 

result of decision 

making push 

and pulls factors 

which can have 

positive and 

negative 

impacts. 

 

Economic 

movements 

within the EU, 

refugee 

movements to 

the EU and the 

impacts of such 

movements. 

 

Poles into the UK follows on from the newspaper article and Panorama 

programme. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/3674543/Telegraph-pick-The-Poles-

Are-Coming-BBC2.html 

 

For up to date information on migration go to: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/talking_point/special/migration  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/search?q=migration 

 

UNHCR has excellent resource on refugees at: 

www.unhcr.org.uk/info/resources/teachtools.html  
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