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December
❏ Monday 12- Year 13 mock exams continue
❏ Tuesday 13- Parishioners’ Christmas Lunch, 12-2pm. Students will 

be served by members of our Student Leadership Team and 
enjoy a festive performance from our Vocal Ensemble. 

❏ Tuesday 13- Due to our Parishioners’ Christmas Lunch taking 
place in the Sixth Form Bistro, Sixth Form students, other than 
those with external exams in January, will be remote learning. 

❏ Thursday 15- Christmas Concert, The Queen’s Christmas 
Message, 6pm. We still have a few tickets available for this event 
which promises to be a very special and festive evening filled 
with Christmas entertainment and celebration. Refreshments 
and a tombola will be available on the evening. 

❏ Friday 16- Student Christmas Lunch Day. 
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As we enter our third week of Advent, we 
focus on the theme of Joy and consider all of 

the reasons we have to be joyful. We also 
think about those people who may not feel joy 
around this time of year and pray for them. It 
has been wonderful to see the many Advent 

Angels now adorning our Christmas tree 
outside of the Main Hall, a reminder of the 

help we are giving to bring some joy to others 
this Christmas. 

A special mention this week goes to Yasmin 
Watson in 9A who selflessly committed to 

running 30,000 metres throughout the month 
of November to raise money for the Ukraine 
Humanitarian Appeal and Newcastle Helping 
Street Friends charities. So far Yasmin has 

raised a superb £315 and we are so proud of 
her compassion and efforts in helping others 

to feel joy. 

Following on from finishing their studies of 
Baroque music, Year 10 GCSE Music students 
and musicians attended a concert by the Royal 
Northern Sinfonia in St Cuthbert’s Church, 
Darlington, which included a programme of 
Baroque music. Before the concert, they 
enjoyed an Italian meal and had the chance to 
celebrate their achievements this year so far. 

Well done to our amazing Vocal Ensemble 
who took part in the Durham Music Choir 
Competition on Wednesday at the beautiful 
Ushaw College. The students were an 
absolute credit to St John’s and were 
commended for their beautiful 
performance, which they will be performing 
again at next week’s Christmas concert. 

This week, Mr Poots took four of our 
students to Teesside university to take 
part in the Top of the Bench Teesside 
regional heat, where they competed 
against 14 other schools. They did 
extremely well, working together to 
complete an online quiz, research and 
a practical investigation. 

Members from our MADD Performing 
Arts Group were invited to perform 
alongside St Chad’s and St Wilfrid’s 
primary schools in their Christmas 
Nativity at St Mary’s Church. The students 
read and performed beautifully and were 
fantastic representatives for St John’s. 

Duke of Edinburgh celebration

On Wednesday afternoon, GCSE and A 
Level Drama students took part in a 
Physical Theatre workshop with 
representatives from Durham Gala Theatre. 
The workshop was hugely engaging and 
beneficial to the students and they were 
complimented on their enthusiasm and 
talent. 

On Tuesday we 
celebrated the 
achievements of our 
Duke of Edinburgh 
students at a 
Celebration Evening 
to honour their 
fantastic efforts and 
successes. 



The Christmasaurus, Tom Fletcher
The number-one-bestselling children’s 
novel from Tom Fletcher. This is a story 
about a boy named William Trundle and 
a dinosaur named the Christmasaurus. 
It’s about how they meet one Christmas 
Eve and have a magical adventure. It’s 
about friendship and families, sleigh 
bells and Santa, singing elves and flying 
reindeer. It’s about discovering your 
heart’s true desire, and learning that the 
impossible might just be possible.
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❑ Monday 19 December- Sixth Form Dinner 
Dance, 7pm, Ramside Hall

❑ Tuesday 20 December- Last day of term. 
School will finish at 1.05pm on this day, 
with buses leaving at 1.15pm. Students are 
invited to wear a Christmas accessory 
alongside their normal uniform for the 
last day only. .

❑ Wednesday 4 January- School reopens
❑ Thursday 12 January- Sixth Form 

Progress Eve
❑ Thursday 19 January- Year 9 Progress Eve

Text


