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WELCOME

At this special time of year students 
and staff at St John’s are working hard 
to support those who find themselves 
in difficult circumstances.  Charitable 
activities for “Macmillan Cancer 
Support” and “Project Peru” have taken 
place over recent weeks and we have 
been overwhelmed by your generosity 
and willingness to help.  Our young 
people never cease to amaze us with 
their enthusiasm and commitment, 
and it is always wonderful to see them 
dedicating so much time and effort in 
helping those who are less fortunate 
than themselves.

This is an exciting time in St John’s 
history as we are celebrating our 50th 
anniversary.  During this year we are 
hosting a number of events for past 
and present students, staff and families 
from reunions to a family fun day, so 
please come and join us as there will 
be something for everyone to enjoy.  An 
important event for the school in this 
special year will be our Anniversary 
Mass on 18 June 2015 at 5pm. We are 
very proud that Bishop Seamus is able 
to give us his valuable time to celebrate 
with us on this special occasion so 
please keep this date in your diary.   

During this term students have 
taken full advantage of the wonderful 
opportunities available to them including 

extra-curricular events, sporting 
tournaments, liturgical experiences, 
and Catholic Partnership activities.  
From international exchanges to Design 
Technology shows and Media Oscars, 
not forgetting everything in between, 
we have provided opportunities to suit 
everyone’s interests, needs and abilities. 
Yet as “A Learning Community Guided 
by Gospel Values” we strive to develop 
the whole person, providing experiences 
that can be truly life-changing.  

One such event which has really 
captured and inspired all at St John’s 
has been our World War 1 centenary 
exhibition.  Staff and students, with the 
help of Jane Crawford of Daisy Arts 
and Tyne and Wear Museums, have 
worked tirelessly producing poems, 
posters, artwork and a commemorative 
poppy cross to honour those who 
fought and died in the Great War.  We 
were very lucky to have Her Majesty’s 
representative the Lord-Lieutenant Sue 
Snowdon officially open our exhibition on 
11 November, and our evening service 
led by Father Tindall was both thought-
provoking and spiritually uplifting as we 
remembered all at home and abroad 
who have fallen in battle.

Our exhibition and many other events 
have encouraged our students to 
develop their own unique talents, 

developing their spiritual, cultural and 
social understanding through reflective 
experiences.  We hope our newsletter 
provides an insight into the amazing 
experiences enjoyed by our students, 
enabling them to shine both within St 
John’s and within the wider community.  

In this season of Advent there is no 
doubt that the acts of giving and 
receiving are at the very heart of 
Christmas.  Looking through the 
newsletter you will see that it is full of 
superb stories of how our young people 
have made the most of their own special 
gifts, enabling them to live life to the full.  
The joy and fulfilment that our young 
people generate, when they commit 
themselves to the many activities 
outlined in this newsletter, enrich our 
whole community.

During this Advent, as we prepare for 
Christmas, let us all remember that the 
greatest gift the world has ever received 
was the birth of a baby who came so that 
we all may have life and, through Him, 
we have the opportunity to live our lives 
to the full.

We wish you all a very happy 
and peaceful Christmas.

By the time you read this newsletter we 
would imagine that many of you will be busy 
preparing for the great celebration of Christmas 
and counting down the days when you can 
enjoy the company of friends and family.  

GERARD MORAN  
Headteacher

LISA BYRON
Head of School GEOGRAPHERS STUDY THE 

NORTH EAST COAST
On 23rd October, Year 10 Geography 
students spent the day studying coastal 
landforms and coastal defences. We 
looked at features of cliff erosion and 
beach deposition near Souter Lighthouse 
and Lizard Point at Whitburn. We 
discussed the positives and negatives 
of Coastal defences at Hendon, for the 

local area and the implications of these 
defences further down the coast, before 
heading to Seaham Harbour. 

It was a really enjoyable day, and 
students got the chance to use their 
Geographical skills whilst bringing their 
classwork to life in the field.

RSPB 
SALTHOLME
During July the Science department 
took two groups of BTEC Science 
students on a trip to RSPB Saltholme, 
near Port Clarence on Teesside.  
During their visit the groups carried 
out some environmental investigations 
as part of their BTEC assignment, 
including a survey of invertebrates and 
vertebrates at one of the site ponds, 
and some chemical testing for nitrate 
and oxygen levels within the pond 
area.  The groups have used their 
investigation to write up a detailed 
report and suggest improvements 
that could be made to other local 
environmental areas, including our own 
school pond!

MFL news...

ZARAGOZA EXCHANGE 2015!
19 students from Year 7 have signed up to 
take part in the annual exchange with our 
Spanish sister school in Zaragoza. Students 
will host their Spanish friends from 13th - 
19th April, with the return leg taking place 
in Spain from 17th-22nd May. We hope to 
build on the amazing relationship that has 
developed over the last 3 years. Students 
who are taking part will receive a letter about 
the final payment instalment soon. 

MFL INTERVENTION
All students who study MFL are invited to 
drop into the MFL intervention sessions 
which run from 3-4 every Tuesday evening. 

REVISION GUIDES are available to 
buy from Mr Robertson in MFL3 for £2. The 
books provide a comprehensive guide to all 
of the vocabulary and grammar you may 
encounter in your listening and reading 
exams. A worthwhile investment that could 
see you jump a grade! 

MFL DEPARTMENT WELCOMES 
Victor, our new Spanish Assistant, will be 
working with us every Tuesday-Thursday, 
with all year groups and Spanish classes. If 
any student has a Spanish query, Victor will 
be only too happy to help.

A warm welcome also to Miss Villarino, our 
new Schools Direct teacher from Galica in 
North West Spain who will be completing 
her one year initial teacher training with us. 
Like Victor, Miss Villarino would be happy to 
help any student with problems they may be 
encountering with her native language.
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This was an invaluable exchange that 
allowed students to immerse themselves in 
a different culture, and put their knowledge 
of French into practice within a meaningful 
context. In addition to this, St John’s students 
have made some lasting memories, and 
more importantly developed life-long 
friendships! The following extract is from 
Alicia Bassett’s account of her week as a 
French student.

Late on the evening of 5th October, after a 
fairly long journey, we eventually arrived at 
our destination in France, the home of my 
correspondent. The house was wooden and 
quite unusual, but really homely. Early the 
following day, we had a wide selection of 
delicious foods for our breakfast which we 
thoroughly enjoyed and then, just before 
eight o'clock French time, we boarded the 

school bus to take us to the school, where 
our first lesson, funnily enough, was English. 

On Monday we visited a local cheese 
factory and even got to sample some of 
the local produce and my favourite cheese 
was reblochon, even if the smell was a bit 
overpowering! Monday night saw all of us at 
Laser Quest, where we enjoyed two games, 
then later, around eight o'clock , we had our 
tea (in fact this was the time that we usually 
ate at night). 

Megève was the name of the beautiful town 
in which we were staying, and on Tuesday 
morning we had an opportunity to have a 
good look around it and discover its history 
for ourselves. In the afternoon we climbed 
a mountain to find a lovely lake at the top. 
Wednesday is only a half day for French 

children, so after doing Maths and English in 
the morning, some of us went ice-skating in 
the afternoon. My feet are still hurting!

The highlight of our trip however, was 
when we visited Chamonix, a town that 
lies at the foot of Montblanc, which, as its 
name suggests is a white mountain which 
majestically towers above the rest of the 
other mountains in the Alps. While we were 
there, we had the chance of going up a 
mountain in a cable car and from it we had 
stunning views of the magnificent scenery. 
Despite the early start on Friday for the 
return journey home, the exchange more 
than made up for this and I had an amazing 
time!

FRANCE 2014

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES

On Sunday 5th October, 14 students from Year 8 and 
9 took the long journey to Megève from Manchester to 
take part in an exchange with Collège Emile Allais.  

On Thursday 25th September St John's was 
turned into a hub of European and World 
language activity. The annual European Day 
of Language event is always a big day in the 
MFL calendar, but like last year, St. John's 
hosted the celebration for all of the Catholic 
Partnership schools. Over 130 students 
descended on Bishop Auckland from across 
the region to take part in exciting language 
based activities. 

The morning started with hot chocolate and 
croissants, and students were welcomed 
by Mr Robertson. This was followed by an 
awe-inspiring performance by the 'Pearl of 
Africa' choir with some follow-up questions 
on life and language in their native Uganda. 

Students separated into groups, taking their 
names from famous battles from World War 
1 to mark the centenary year, and spent the 
rest of the day working with new friends from 
our partnership schools. Sessions in Greek, 
Japanese, Hindi and French were enjoyed 
by our students and our guests. Overall, it 
was an incredible day, as one parent from a 
partnership school summed up below.

"My son, was invited to the European 
Day of Languages Event on Thursday 
at St John's - I just wanted to send my 
thanks and gratitude for giving him this 
opportunity, he thoroughly enjoyed the 
day and came home full of chat about 
it - obviously feeling quite inspired, his 
highlight seemed to be the African singers 
and learning new and exciting languages 
which has given him a clear idea about 
where the subjects he wants to study at 
GCSE."

We would like to thank the MFL and DT 
departments for the wonderful trip we had, 
but not for the fact we had to be at school 
for midnight! We spent 7 hours on the coach 
to Calais with a bus driver that sounded like 
batman, a further 2 hours on the ferry to 
Calais and then 3 hours to Paris, however, 
we all enjoyed the journey.

When we arrived we headed straight to 
the Pompidou- modern art museum and 
public library where we spent 2 hours at 
the Pompidou either being interested by all 
the incredible structures or hiding from the 
really tall security guards that we couldn’t 
understand. We then proceeded to the 
square outside where we were able to visit 
souvenir shops and some of us even got 
caricatures done by some persistent street 
artists.  We then travelled to the hostel we 
would be staying at for the next 4 days, on 
the journey there we saw lots of fascinating 
things. The ageing structures and the 
daredevils skateboarding through the streets 
and roads were highlights. 

After we had settled into our assigned rooms 
we were escorted to a 3 course dinner, which 
was eaten with vigour, then eventually we 
headed to our rooms where we awaited our 
doom! ( Not really, just a really long walk 

around Paris).

The next morning and every one following 
we were treated to a massive breakfast of 
croissants, toast, fruit, yogurt and orange 
juice. After filling ourselves up we started 
on our quest around Paris, visiting the Sacre 
Coeur (Sacred Heart), a Roman Catholic 
church situated at the top of a hill. It may 
have been a sacred church but most of us 
needed a sacred chair by the time we got 
to the top! Although it was tiring walking 
everywhere it gave us the opportunity to have 
fresh crepes on the streets of France. 

After the Sacre Coeur we had the long 
journey to the Arc de Triumph which involved 
several underground passages and annoying 
the people in the queue as we skipped past 
them all. When we arrived at the base we 
took some photos but realistically only a few 
people were interested in the architecture. 

We then made our way towards the Eiffel 
Tower, but not before stopping in the nearby 
park alarming the ice-cream shop owner 
as our 20 strong group of foreign teenagers 
attempted to order in our high quality 
French. After this we went to the base of the 
tower and the surrounding gardens where 
we took some serious touristy pictures, we 
then went on a boat ride/narrative guide 

along the Seine river.

On the third day we all awoke early, ready for 
the day and the teachers were more excited 
than us! As soon as we saw the great gate 
everyone was in uproar. Where were they 
going to go first? Who would they find? What 
should we do? We split off and went to enjoy 
the amazingly hot weather, trying every ride 
we could, and visiting every shop we saw.

The next day we started our long journey 
home, rushing to make sure we left nothing 
behind. However we found that we weren’t 
the ones to forget something - our ‘Batman’ 
bus driver had left his passport at home-in 
England! He managed to sweet talk French/
English customs  and we were off on the 9 
hour journey home (ferry and coach) where 
we had bags of washing for our parents  
and no money to spare. What an amazing 
experience we all had!

by Erin Theyer, Sophie Curry, Lara McCallam, 
and Sarah Makepeace 10 H

Paris 2014 

“What an amazing 
experience we all had!”
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TEACHER EXCHANGE
July this year saw 5 members of staff from 
Colegio 'El Salvador' Zaragoza join St John's 
for a week of CPD during which they spent 
time with teachers from across the school, 
and shared the homes of our generous staff. 
They had an amazing week, and enjoyed 
exciting sessions looking at assessment for 
learning, co-operative learning strategies 
and ICT to enhance teaching. A huge thank 
you to Miss Mould, Miss Clappison and Mr 
McIntyre who delivered the sessions, and to 
all of the staff and students that our Spanish 
guests observed during the week, including 
their visit to St Joseph's Primary in Newton 
Aycliffe. In March 2015 we will have another 
opportunity to showcase our school when 
we host four Chilean teachers from Santiago 
who will spend a month working within the 
MFL department and our feeder Primary 
Schools. 

I really enjoyed the MFL/Music trip to 
Barcelona, and I'm sure everyone who went 
would say the same thing! It was a great 
opportunity to learn, try traditional Spanish 
cuisine and enjoy yourself by spending time 
with friends outside of school. We visited 
many iconic places such as la Sagrada 
Famalia and Camp Nou. I would definitely go 
again. It was an amazing experience.

Barcelona 2014 
by Holly Scott (Year 9)

BARMY BRITAIN
On Thursday 6th November, 14 Year 
7 students attended a performance of 
Horrible Histories ‘Barmy Britain’ at 
Darlington Civic Theatre. The visit was 
in recognition of the students’ positive 
start in History. The actors told the story 
of Britain’s History in an engaging and 
informative manner, and a great time 
was had by both staff and students. From 
the game show ‘Who wants to blow up 
parliament?’ to a rapping Queen Victoria, it 
was very clear that Britain’s History truly is 
‘barmy’!

NETBALL SUCCESS
Both St John's A and B teams performed 
outstandingly well, growing in confidence 
and skill throughout the under 12 South West 
Durham tournament. This was the first time 
that we had both teams reaching the semi 
finals, and we were relieved that our teams 
did not have to play each other! The A team 
won their semi final, and beat Greenfield 
School in the final to secure the title. Their 
success in the tournament enabled the girls 
to go on and compete in the level 3 school 
games, where they continued to develop 
their skills in a competitive environment and 
worked incredibly hard to achieve a 3rd place 
finish. Well done girls!

Stop Press!
3 of our students have been selected 
to compete for Great Britain Catholic 
Schools at the FISEC Games athletics 
meeting  in Malta during July 2015. 
Ashlyn Bland (Yr 11), Ciara Hughes (Yr 
10) and Ethan Crawford  (Yr 9) are really 
looking forward to the opportunity, and 
we wish them the very best of luck.

Congratulations to Callum Gibson, 
Emma Dodds, Mark Hyatt and Lauren 
Bell who took part in the Senior Maths 
Challenge at Teesside University on 
12th November. The team finished 6th 
in a field of 16 schools from around the 
region. 

Congratulations to Ben Walton and Josh 
Grey who have been selected for North of 
England Rugby under 16’s, as well as to 
Michael Walton who is now in the under 
18 squad. 

Congratulations to the Year 10 girls who 
have made it to the last 16 of the U16 
National Cup following an unlikely victory 
over Rossett School in Harrogate. We 
started the game with only 10 players due 
to illness, but were quickly reduced to 9 
when Vicky Rodgers left the field feeling 
unwell. Having held the Harrogate side 
to a 2-2 draw after extra time, the girls 
claimed the game on penalties! Miss 
Somers commented after the game ‘I was 
incredibly proud of them!’  

YEAR 9 NORTHERN ECHO 
POETRY COMPETITION
Following the First World War's centenary 
anniversary, students in Year 9 participated 
in a regional poetry competition to write 
their own war poem. Having studied a 
variety of War Poetry including, 'Dulce et 
Decorum Est', 'In Flanders Field', 'The 
Night Patrol' and 'How to Die', students 
completed a homework project where they 
had to construct their own poem. Each 
student performed their work in front of 
their class and the best three were voted for 
and put forward to The Northern Echo. Our 
students' work was placed on their website 
with the chance to win an ipad for the best 
poem. The quality of work produced was 
exceptional, with students employing highly 
emotive vocabulary to try and recreate the 
horrors and heartbreak of the war.  All 
winning poems were also put on display in 
the school's Centenary Exhibition. 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
Students in year 7 have been reading Charles Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol this year and have produced some 
outstanding work. We have been studying the past, present 
and future in both literary tasks and written ones, with 
students reflecting on what makes up the identity of a 
person. In order to celebrate this, students saw an amazing 
performance of A Christmas Carol performed only for St 
John’s students in our Main Hall. A great time was had by all 
in preparation for Christmas. “And so, as Tiny Tim observed, 
God Bless Us, Every One”!

PAUL FARLEY’S POETRY 
Paul Farley was the Poet Laureate for the Durham Book 
Festival held in October this year. As part of his time here in 
the North East he was a guest at the Festival, revealing his 
commissioned poem (his own version of The Lambton Worm), 
and speaking to our Year 9 poetry competition winners about 
his experience in writing. 

He read some examples of his own poetry, mostly inspired by 
his life in Liverpool and also talked about his own experience 
of reading War Poetry and working as a professional writer. 
The students had the opportunity to ask Paul questions. It was 
a fantastic experience for our students to be involved in the 
Book festival and have the experience of speaking to someone 
who makes a living from writing, especially given that they 
were the winners of our poetry competition! 

Students Lead Creative Writing Workshop
In partnership with Writing North, three Year 11 students have been 
completing their own creative writing project this term. Josephine 
Ayre, Aisha Watson, and Wyatt Sugden all participated in a workshop at 
The Discovery Museum in Newcastle last year, and following this they 
applied for their own funding from Writing North. The plan was to deliver 
a workshop that engaged younger students in creative writing outside of 
the classroom. Their funding bid was successful and the next step was 
to plan their workshop with a professional writer. They chose the theme 
of ‘Journeys’ and the Locomotion Museum in Shildon was selected as 
the venue for a day packed full of writing activities with a group of 15 
Year 8 students. The Year 11 students worked alongside the professional 
writer to give their younger peers an amazing experience of writing 
with the museum as an exciting backdrop. The feedback from the Year 
8 students was great, they enjoyed exploring the museum and writing 
from a train’s perspective, giving them a personality and a past through 
their writing. 

Part of the funding proposal required Josephine, Aisha and Wyatt 
to present their project back to members of Writing North as well 
as to students and families from other schools. They did a fantastic, 
professional job, and the members of Writing North were so impressed 
with the group that the possibility of future projects is already being 
discussed. Wyatt has even had some of his own writing published in 
‘Cuckoo’, the young writers’ magazine from Writing North. 

Election Results Are In!
Congratulations to Harry Newton and Megan Lambert who have 
been elected as this year's Head Boy and Head Girl. On hearing the 
news they commented "We are delighted to be chosen as the voices 
of St John's students. We promise to achieve our purpose as both 
Head Boy and Head Girl and make positive changes within our school 
community. Our first step is to hold a meeting with pastoral group 
representatives. We are grateful for all your votes and we will make 
sure you will not regret your choice."

Duke of Edinburgh continues to grow in popularity at St 
John’s. We offer the award at Bronze, Silver and Gold levels, 
giving young people the opportunity to complete a personal 
challenge and gain a certificate that is recognised by both 
universities and employers. We had a busy expedition 
season last year with 10 Bronze and 11 Silver participants 
successfully completing the expedition in Teesdale.  We 
are also very proud that our first Gold expedition group of 5 
participants successfully completed their expedition in the 
Lake District.

"Many thanks to the staff and parents who volunteer 
to help us deliver the DofE programme and support 
the young people on expeditions." 
For more information about the DofE contact: Mr Lamb.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH NEWS

KEY SKILLS
For our Wider Key Skills project we organised a very successful 
charity quiz and band night for Sixth Form students and staff raising 
£132.95 for the Dogs Trust Charity. We have had lots of interest for 
another quiz later in the year, and we would like to thank everyone 
who took part in the quiz and made it a success. Anna Colwell, 
Bethlyn Coleby, Matthew Watson, James Gillis and Lucy Desai
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RUNNERS GO 
THE DISTANCE
40 Year 7 and 8 students travelled to 
Teesdale School on November 5th to 
compete in the District Cross Country, 
which proved to be a very successful 
event for St John’s. Each race was made 
up of 90 athletes, with boys and girls 
from each year group running in teams 
of 10. The Year 7 boys’ team won their 
event, with all 10 of our students finishing 
in the top 30! The Year 7 girls finished 
5th overall and all of our competitors 
performed excellently. The Year 8 boys 
also won their event, with the girls 
finishing 3rd. 

As a result of such fantastic effort 
from every individual, St John’s won 
the event overall and our team spirit 
and enthusiasm really shone through. 
Well done to all those who competed, 
and particular congratulations to 
Will Barnham, Adam Wilson & Chloe 
Faircough who will now go on to 
represent South-West Durham in the 
County Cross Country Competition later 
in the year.

The event for Years 9-11 took place on 
November 13th At Barnard Castle School. 
There were some fantastic performances, 
with the Year 9 boys’ team finishing 
second in their event. Special individual 
mentions must go to Ryan Watson (2nd), 
Sophie Wood (5th), Ethan Dixon (6th) & 
Cameron Galloway (6th). However, the 
outstanding the performance of the day 
came from the U16 boys’ team who won 
their event. Eight athletes finished in 
the top 25, with six of them qualifying 
to represent the District Cross Country 
Team. This is even more impressive as 
the team included 7 students from year 
10, who were running against Year 11s. 

This show is an ambitious, exciting tourist 
attraction planned for Bishop Auckland. It is 
being devised with the help of the creative 
team from Puy du Fou in the Vendee area 
of France using their immensely successful 
night show as a model upon which to build. 
The intention is to try to regenerate the 
community spirit in the surrounding area and 
gather together a large team of volunteers 
who will stage the show, as actors or back 
and front stage crew. No age limit here, 
whether you are 5 or 95, there will be a place 
for you.

It will be an epic, large scale and visually 
stunning open air night spectacle that will 
celebrate the vibrant history of Britain and 
the North East. It will take place on the site 
below the Victorian viaduct from which the 
name Eleven Arches comes. The show in 
France has been running since 1978, been 
seen by over 10 million people and is put 
together by a team of 3,400 volunteers. The 
Eleven Arches project would need a team of 
600 volunteers to make it viable and watched 
by an audience of 6,000.

The particular significance for St John’s is 
the opportunity that it will offer our young 
people to become involved in this major 
project. An important part of the scheme 
is to establish the Eleven Arches Academy. 
St John’s will be used as a venue to enable 
some of this training. This will run after 
school for volunteers between the ages of 
8-25. Qualified staff will train young people 
in the diverse skills needed to stage the 
show. Horse riding, sword fighting, artistic 
direction, pyrotechnics (fireworks!), technical 
direction, sound and lighting, animal care, 
landscaping, and costume design would 
be among the courses on offer.  As far as 
possible, local people will be asked to pass 
on traditional skills that are in danger of 
disappearing. This will start in October 2015 
with the first show being staged in May 2016.

Check out the Puy du Fou Cinescenie site: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2eS-
rQ_7MrE and the Eleven Arches site: http://
elevenarches.org/

Mark Rossi

The Eleven Arches Night Show
An exciting new opportunity for personal development will soon be available for 
the students, teachers (and parents too) of St John’s. You may have heard, read 
or seen about the Eleven Arches Night Show proposals but not be fully aware of 
the unique opportunities it will offer the young, and not so young, members of St 
John’s and the wider community.

HARD WORK AND 
POSITIVITY REWARDED
At the end of the summer term our current 
Year 9 were treated to an afternoon 
performance by Chris Cross. After a year of 
positivity and hard work towards their studies 
and extracurricular activities, they were given 
the opportunity to relax and enjoy the magic 
show. Chris began the show by sharing his 
unique journey, explaining how he developed 
his passion into a career.

SCHOOL PRODUCTION ALL 
SEWN UP!
Congratulations to our Year 9 textiles group 
Katie Bradley, Leah Burns, Olivia Hardwick, 
Natasha Jameson, Mary-Ann Jones, 
Arabella Rea, Danielle Sidebottom, Elisha 
Summerson, Emily Newport, Lauren Taylor 
and Courtney Thomson-Bell  who worked 
incredibly hard as a team to design and 
produce costumes for the school production 
of The Sound of Music at the end of the 
summer term.  A huge success, well done.

Did you know? Here at St John’s School and Sixth Form College, we are proud  
to be celebrating our 50th anniversary!

The Sound of St John's!
The hills of St John's were certainly alive as 
students performed classics such as 'Doe-
Re-Mi', 'How Do You Solve a Problem Like 
Maria?' and 'Edelweiss'. The performance 
was particularly poignant as it was a farewell 
for some of our Year 11 and Year 13 students, 
including Stuart Thompson, who is currently 
studying Drama at Arts Educational College 
in London on a Scholarship. The production 
was a huge success and received rave 

reviews. A special thanks should also go to 
our Caretaker Colin Hardy who created an 
amazing stage and set for the students to 
perform on, and the Year 9 textiles group 
who made fantastic costumes for the 
show. We are now aiming for the school's 
2015 summer production, Joseph and His 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, to be even 
bigger and better!

On the 10th and 11th of July, 
students from Years 7-13 
wowed audiences with their 
performance of the famous 
musical The Sound of Music. 

DRAMA TRIP  
TO LONDON!
In the last week of the summer term, 30 students 
from Years 7-13, along with Miss Kirkwood, 
Miss Moran and Mr Rose, visited London for 
three days. They got the chance to see iconic 
London landmarks, eat in some famous London 
restaurants and do some serious shopping on 
Oxford Street. They also went to see two amazing 
London shows; Billy Elliot and The Lion King and 
took part in a Stage Combat workshop delivered 
by the choreographer for The Lion King and one 
member of the cast. The whole trip was a fantastic 
opportunity and gave students the chance to 
explore the world of Performing Arts. Watch this 
space for the next Performing Arts trip!
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On the 22nd October, Daniella Coates and 
Jemma Nelson were given the opportunity 
to visit Auschwitz with the ‘Lessons from 
Auschwitz Project’, organised by the 
Holocaust Educational Trust. Every year, 
two sixth form students from educational 
establishments nationwide are selected to 
work with the Trust in order to build upon the 
common preconceptions of The Holocaust. 
The programme consists of two seminars, a 
day visit to Poland and a Next Steps project. 
The wider aim of the Lesson from Auschwitz 
Project is for the ambassadors to take their 
own personal lesson learnt to the wider 
community. For their Next Steps project, 
Daniella and Jemma are going to be working 
with the History Club to create a display 
board where everybody can learn about the 
Holocaust. There will also be assemblies 
for each year group in the week in which 
Holocaust Memorial Day falls, 27th January 
2015.

Jemma’s Account - My visit to Auschwitz-
Birkenau was remarkably life changing and 
during my visit I felt a mixture of emotions. 
Before the visit we were asked to write 
down what we expected Auschwitz to be like 
and how we expected to feel once there. 
Personally, I expected Auschwitz to be quiet 

and peaceful yet when I arrived I did not 
feel any sense of peace. For me viewing the 
famous watchtower of Auschwitz-Birkenau 
was one of the most significant parts, as 
was the gate which read ‘Arbeit macht Frei’ 
in translation ‘work will set you free’ in 
Auschwitz One. 

At Birkenau I physically could not believe my 
eyes at how big the camp was. I remember 
walking towards the watch tower and the 
railway station with some understanding of 
what was waiting behind but it wasn't until 
we reached the very top of the watch tower 
and you could capture a view of the entire 
concentration camp that I realised just how 
big it actually was. At this moment it really 
hit home just how many people were trapped 
in this camp although it was impossible for 
me to imagine that thousands of people were 
cramped into my surroundings. 

What touched me the most during my visit 
was the very final part to the day - The 
Jewish Prayer Ceremony. We all gathered 
in a room at Birkenau where pictures where 
displayed of families and individual Jews who 
lost their lives during The Holocaust. These 
pictures were the original photographs 
brought to the camps by the Jews when they 
were sent there. I was extremely emotional 
when I saw images of newborn babies and 
little children who I know did not get the 
chance in life, and who were murdered in 
ways which are unthinkable. 

Now the visit is over I have become a 
Holocaust Ambassador and it is my 
responsibility to share my experience and 
continue to remember the Holocaust by 
educating others around me.

HOLOCAUST 
MEMORIAL

Textiles Stories
On Friday 23rd May, Year 9 textiles 
students were lucky enough to view 
the Highlights Contemporary Craft 
Tour Textiles Stories exhibition in 
Stanhope. The Tour showcases the best 
of contemporary crafts in stunning rural 
locations, providing communities with 
access to high-quality craft, which is 
usually accessible only in urban areas. 

Textile Stories showcased three artists; 
Paddy Hartley, Debra Robert and Stella 
Adams Schofield whose work brings 
to life real and imagined stories, told 
through the medium of textiles.  During 
the exhibition students were able to 
view the amazing work and find out 
the stories behind the pieces.   Stella 

Adams Schofield spoke to students about 
her own work and where she got her 
inspiration.  

Students were very impressed with the 
work of Paddy Hartley, his garments 
combined and interpreted elements 
of surgical, social and military history 
with a contemporary art making 
process.  The outcome of his research 
has been to bring the untold stories of 
WW1 servicemen treated for horrific 
facial injuries to a broad national and 
international audience.  The day ended 
with a workshop in which students were 
given instruction on surgical stitching 
which was practised on a banana!

DURHAM BRASS FESTIVAL
Over 200 students and staff were entertained in July 
by Funky Style Brass, a large group of highly talented 
and wonderfully quirky musicians from France.  Their 
combination of showmanship, outlandish costumes, 
boundless energy, infectious music and dance had the 
audience on their feet.  What a treat!

FEBFEST AWARD
During July at Palace Green Library in Durham, art and music students were 
proud to receive from the Lord Lieutenant of Co Durham, Sue Snowdon, an 
award for their Japanese-themed art work, animation and music as part of this 
year’s Febfest, run by Jane Crawford, director of Daisy Arts.  

After being on display in Bishop Auckland Town Hall, the students’ winning 
exhibit was on show in Durham City alongside exhibits from London’s Victoria 
and Albert Museum.

ARTY GEOGRAPHY PROJECT
Miss Swainson and a group of Year 8 students participated in an arty geography project, 
going on a visit to research a stretch of the River Wear.  With artist Lone Helliwell they 
then created a stunning collage which is now on display in our Student Reception area.  
We were delighted that pupils from some of our Primary Feeder Schools were also able to 
take part and to join us for two events to celebrate all the amazing artwork, visual pieces 
and performances created. The highlight at both events (apart from the cakes!) was a 
presentation and flying display of Birds of Prey from Walworth Castle

On the 20th October, 6 GCSE Drama students from 
Year  9 and 10 (Josh Bridgwater, Ellie Clayton, Arabella 
Rea, Molly Frankcom, Hope Simpson, Daniel Nodding) 
went to Bowes Museum in Barnard Castle to get 
involved with a fantastic Art and Drama project. The 
project, aptly entitled 'VanGoYourself' involves people 
recreating iconic paintings using only themselves and 
a few choice props. The students had a fantastic time 
and loved being part of such a unique and interesting 
venture. Our sincere thanks to Keith Alexander, 
Content Director, Culture Street who has turned 
footage of our students into a film which promises to 
be a huge success; it may even go viral! Scan the QR 
code to have a look for yourself!

Van Go Yourself

Scan me...

This year we are proud to be celebrating our 50th Anniversary 
and have planned a number of events and activities to mark 
this historic milestone.  Past students and staff enjoyed a 60s 
and 70s night in October which included escorted tours round 
school, fascinating displays of archive material, memories and 
photographs, live music from Friends Re-ignited, a quiz, bar and 
pie and peas supper.  Our Christmas Celebration on 17 December 
will recognise the continuing importance we attach to student and 
staff participation in religious festivals.  Some lasting art works are 
to be created, we hope to renovate a garden in one of the quads 
(in due course we shall be seeking help!) and will be producing a 
commemorative newsletter next summer.  

FUTURE EVENTS FOR PAST STAFF AND STUDENTS
Tuesday 24 March  A 1964 evening of entertainment with  
   music, drama  and more!

Saturday 16 May  An Open/Drop-in Day

Thursday 18 June  5.00pm Mass celebrated by Bishop   
                                                 Seamus Cunningham followed by  
                                                 a BBQ with music and more!

FOR CURRENT STAFF AND STUDENTS  
AND THEIR FAMILIES
Saturday 20 June  Family Fun Day

50th Anniversary

For further details please check the school website or telephone 01388 603246 or email staff@stjohnsrc.org.uk 

Do contact us if you have any memories or stories you would like to share! 

Future Musical Concerts  
and Performances 
Various members of the Choir and 
instrumental groups will represent St 
John’s in concerts and engagements 
across the region in the coming weeks.  A 
busy time for all involved, and we hope to 
see you there!

23 November  Bishop Auckland Castle,  
  Evensong

9 December  Butterwick Hospice in  
  Bishop Auckland 

12 December  Beamish Museum 

14 December  St Mary’s Church,  
  Bishop Auckland 

18 December  Metro Centre 
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Over the last half term, students have been researching and reflecting 
on the events and significance of the First World War and have produced 
information, art work, poetry and music to reflect their own interpretations. 
All of the work was presented in a week long exhibition to mark the 
centenary of the conflict. 

Students worked on a variety of cross-curricular projects including composing 
their own war poetry in English, debating the morality of war in Religious 
Education, researching life in the trenches in History and exploring the 
changing face of Europe through maps in Geography. 

Students were encouraged not only to research the First World War, but to 
consider how it is relevant today and what it means to them personally. In 
photography and Design, students created their own modern interpretations 
of war propaganda, similarly, in Fine Art, students took inspiration from 
World War One artists in order to create their own fine art pieces. In BTEC art, 
students also created collages inspired by poetry and letters from the Great 
War and in 3D art, created models of a plane, a horse and an artillery gun! 

In addition to learning about the conflict and considering its impact and 
significance, students also reflected on the importance of remembrance. 
Working with local artist Jane Crawford, students produced ‘proggy poppies’ 
to remember local people who served in the First World War and 
‘poppy prayers’ to express their own thoughts and 
feelings about those who gave their lives during the 
conflict. Three students in Year 11 even designed 
and crafted a permanent war memorial which will be 
placed in the grounds of the school to serve as a focal 
point for remembering the fallen. 

Marking the centenary of the First World War is of 
immense importance for so many reasons, not least 
the fact that first-hand recollection is all but gone and 
with that we risk the conflict fading from our collective 
memory. It is more important than ever for us to share 
the realities of the Great War with our young people – 
the poems, the paintings, the accounts and the artefacts 
and to encourage them to form their own opinions and 
interpretations. In the media there has been endless 
debate about how best to mark the centenary, and for 
me, the answer is to view it through the eyes of our 
young people - which is why we created this exhibition. 
The students have done such a fantastic job; I have 
been absolutely overwhelmed by their knowledge, their 
enthusiasm, their creativity, their compassion and their 
maturity in dealing with such an important event in our 
history. 

Miss Murphy

Our thanks to Keith 
Alexander, Content Director, 
Culture Street who created a 
short film entitled ‘Flowers 
Rise Up’ about the exhibition. 
Scan the QR code to have a 
look for yourself!

LORD 
LIEUTENANT’S 
VISIT
On 11th November, we had the honour of 
welcoming the Lord Lieutenant Mrs Sue 
Snowden, who officially opened the exhibition and 
placed a wreath by our memorial after joining 
us to observe a 2 minutes silence to remember 
the fallen. Mrs Snowden was overwhelmed by 
the work students and staff had put in to the 
exhibition, and she particularly commented on the 
depth of understanding the students were able to 
express when talking about their projects. Later 
in the day, the exhibition was open to students 
who were also treated to a ‘trench food’ lunch of 
Bully Beef and Brown Stew!

In a letter of thanks to the school Mrs Snowden 
commented 

“Your displays are very special because 
they mark, commemorate and 
remember the lives of all those who 
lived, fought and died in the war. I 
was so impressed with the diversity 
and standard of the exhibits which 
also reflected your understanding and 
appreciation of what service means, 
and the knowledge that we are living 
the future they fought for. Well done 
and thank you to all who contributed, 
you have done an amazing job. It was 
an honour to be with you today.“

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
In the evening of the 11th, Fr Dennis Tindall led us in a formal service to remember 

those who lived, fought and died during the Great War which was attended by 
parents and members of the local community, including the Mayor of Bishop 

Auckland and the Vice Chairman of Durham County Council. The evening included 
a moving performance piece by students with original compositions and readings 
taken from World War One letters and poetry. The names of local servicemen who 

lost their lives in the conflict were read by Cadets from the school and a special 
wreath was placed by our head boy and girl. The service was truly moving and an 
important opportunity to come together as a community to show recognition and 

gratitude for those who gave their lives so we could live ours. 

First 
World War 
Centenary 
Exhibition

‘I feel extremely lucky to have seen 
this. A really good experience RIP 

to the fallen ones.’

‘The exhibition is a fitting tribute to those who gave so 
much to ensure our freedom. A wonderful example of 

what can be achieved when people work together.’

‘A fantastic project. The feelings and 
emotions are represented in great depth 

through all the different media. The 
evening service was outstanding. Very well 
done to all involved. We will remember.’
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Students took part in a number of workshops with the local 
composer over a 5 week period, culminating in a performance of an 
original composition, in which all 14 students contributed and played. 
Will Lang is an acclaimed folk musician based in Newcastle and in 
the past has worked with, and composed music for Durham Choral 
Society and the National Youth Choir of Great Britain. He is currently 
touring with the international street-theatre percussion group 
'Spark!' and had this to say about his work with our students: 

“It was a pleasure to meet and work with St John’s Y9 
music group on their WWI composition project. In the time 
I spent with them I asked them to consider the thoughts, 
feelings and emotions of those not only in the trenches, but 
also those left at home to wonder. The group really stepped 
up to the challenge and drew on what they had learned 
in history lessons, and most importantly, from their own 
family’s experiences”.
Nathan Sharp who attended all of the workshops said, “In music 
recently we have been studying WWI and writing our own songs, 

working with Will Lang. We started by studying the war in more detail 
and went on to write our own lyrics inspired by the war. We put all 
of our lyrics together and wrote a song called “The War’s Not Over 
Yet”. The best thing about the workshops was that Will helped us with 
great ideas, but we had ownership of our own parts, including drums, 
guitar and vocals. Working with Will meant that we got to work with a 
professional and he helped us to improve our music theory.”

Not only did students perform as part of the remembrance service, 
but they also had the opportunity to perform for the Lord Lieutenant 
of County Durham, Sue Snowdon, during her visit to the school. 
Charlotte Caton spoke to the Lord Lieutenant. 

“She really enjoyed the performances. She liked the fact that 
we combined lyrics about WWI with modern music. She 
also said she would be on the phone to us about performing 
next year at Durham Cathedral for their remembrance 
service.”
We look forward to hearing more of the students’ work as they 
progress throughout their GCSE years. 

YEAR 9 
REMEMBERS

During St. John’s week of remembrance, our year 9 GCSE students performed a selection of music to 
commemorate the centenary of the outbreak of World War I as part of our school exhibition.  Students played a 
mixture of arrangements and original compositions based on the theme of war, and for one of their pieces the 
students worked with composer, producer and musician Will Lang. 

On 31st June this year, 30 Sixth Form students and staff embarked 
on Project Peru 2014, spending sixteen days in Iquitos, Peru, a city 
on the bed of the Amazon River. We had spent months fundraising 
to pay for our flights, from coffee mornings to bungee jumps and quiz 
nights, and so we were finally on our way. After a gruelling 30 hour 
journey we landed in the rainforest, and upon arrival there was an 
atmosphere of excited nervousness.  

We dedicated our time to a number of projects on the outskirts of the 
city. In Terminal, a barrio suffering extreme poverty, we helped with 
the installation of a football pitch for local children on the premises 
of a new parish school. Whilst carrying out our demanding task, 
groups of us were able to go for walks around the barrio and get to 
know some of the local people. This was one of the hardest parts of 
the trip, seeing first-hand the living conditions of so many people in 
such cramped conditions.  Yet the people who had so little were so 
grateful, and generous with what they did have. It really brought it 
home for many of the group. 

We also worked in a Children’s Centre for girls ages 3-18 who stayed 
there Monday to Friday then went home to their families scattered 
around the local barrio at weekends. Whilst there, we helped in the 
construction of a bakery which will allow the girls to learn a trade 
for future employment. We also spent time teaching and leading 
workshops with the girls. It was in these sessions that we were able 
to form such close relationships with them, for which we are so 
thankful. 

Project Peru was an immeasurable experience in which everyone 
who took part came home with a more realistic yet still optimistic 
view of the world. Seeing first-hand how people live in a world so 
different from our own made us realise the importance of humility 
and the possibilities for us to make a real difference. 

Project Peru 2014
Written by Megan Hutchinson 

and Megan Lambert

‘PROGGY POPPIES’  
MARK CENTENARY 
On 1st July, 25 students and 2 staff from Carlo-
Schmid-Gymnasium (Turbingen, Germany) visited 
the school as part of a centenary project organised 
by History and Language inspectors at County Hall. 

During the day, our visiting students attended 
German, History and English lessons. They also 
investigated the stories of a German and English 
soldier in the first world war using primary sources. 
In the afternoon students and staff made 'Proggy 
Poppies' to take home as a keepsake and a symbol 
of remembrance for soldiers on both sides. Our 
visitors were really impressed by our school and the 
lessons they attended, and would love to organise an 
exchange between our two schools in the future.

Poppies on Display
Year 7 students took part in the intu Metro 
Centre World War 1 Centenary Event in 
August by decorating huge poppies, some 
dedicated to servicemen and women who fell 
during past and more recent conflicts.  The 
poppies were displayed in Exhibition Square 
and the activity also raised funds for the 
Royal British Legion.
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Go, Go, Go Joseph!
Rehearsals have now begun for St John’s 
Summer Production of Joseph and 
His Technicolor Dreamcoat. After the 
amazing success of The Sound of Music 
back in July, the MADD Group have gone 
from strength to strength and are now 
looking even better than ever, with over 
50 students from Year 7 to 13 involved 
in the production. The cast are already 
sounding great together, with Year 11 
student Michael Flood taking the lead 
role of Joseph. It is not too late to join the 
cast, and we are always on the lookout for 
enthusiastic singers, actors, dancers and 
musicians to be involved. Tickets will not 
be on sale until next year, but watch this 
space for more upcoming MADD projects 
and rehearsal news.

AYCLIFFE 
ANGELS 
CELEBRATED
On 18th September 20 Aycliffe Angels, 
accompanied by members of their families 
and companions, attended a special tea 
party here at St John’s in recognition 
of their outstanding contribution to the 
Second World War working at Royal 
Ordnance Factory Aycliffe. The Lord 
Lieutenant of Co Durham Mrs Sue Snowdon 
presented the Angels with Certificates 
of Appreciation.  Our guests were also 
presented with a copy of the book produced 
during a project at St John’s a few years ago, 
and had the opportunity to view the fine piece 
of stained glass crafted in their honour. 

The entertainment included the showing of 
a DVD of the project, an animation, and live 
music performed by students.  Our visitors 
were looked after by attentive students who 
greatly enjoyed hearing their stories.  One 
of the highlights of the occasion was the 
presence of a TV crew from BBC Look North 
and the resulting broadcast that evening! 

Swimming Success!
Students from Year 7 to Year 11 performed 
outstandingly at this year’s Catholic 
Partnership Swimming Gala. With a 33 
strong squad, St John’s were able to enter 
every race for the first time this year, and 
the students were a credit to our school, 
showing great enthusiasm and support for 
each other throughout. 

A total of 7 team medals and 17 individual 
medals were awarded to St John’s across 
all age groups, with gold going to Peter 
Golightly, Claudia Chapman (25m breast 
stroke) and Zoe Dowson (25m front crawl). 
Silver medals were awarded to Grace 
Dutchburn, Ben Thrower and Josh Esteris 
(25m front crawl), Adam Wilson (25m 
backstroke), and Oliver Trowell and Daniel 

Avery-Mcaleese for 25m breast stroke. 
Bronze medals were achieved by Joseph 
Mathwin, Joseph Aitken, William Calderbank, 
Holly Scott, Freddie Harrison and Caitlyn De 
Villiers (25m front crawl). Tom Andelin also 
picked up bronze for 25m breast stroke and 
Bradley Leatherbarrow and Haydn Craggs 
for 25m back stroke. 

Our Year 7 boys gave it their all in the team 
relay events, with nail biting finishes in 
both races. They pipped their third place 
competitors at the post to take two silver 
medal positions, and this rounded off a 
fantastic performance which saw the team 
finish in 2nd place overall in the competition.  

Excellent overall results were achieved by 
our students in other age groups too as 

Year 8 and Year 10/11 boys followed suit by 
securing the runners up position. Our Year 
9 boys and girls teams both succeeded in 
picking up bronze position overall in their 
competitions. 

Congratulations to all of our swimmers, 
the gala really gave us an opportunity to 
showcase our students’ talents. Not all of 
our competitors are club swimmers, but 
they are dedicated and committed to extra-
curricular swimming at school which takes 
place on Tuesday and Thursday mornings 
from 7.30-8.15am. All year groups are 
welcome. 

PHOTO: Year 7 Boys Team from left to right : Josh 
Esteris, Freddie Harrison, Adam Wilson and Daniel 
Avery-Macleese. 4 individual and 2 team medals. 

Environmental 
Education
Earlier this term, one hundred Year 9 
students spent a day bathed in glorious 
sunshine at the Minsteracres Estate 
working with environmental consultant 
Andrew Pennington and his team of 
conservation volunteers. Students learnt 
how to build bridges, paths and fences, 
and spent time clearing ponds and 
woodland, all of which have contributed to 
Minsteracres' long-term conservation plan 
for the area. 

St John's will now be working in 
partnership with Minsteracres in the field 
of environmental education and further 
visits are planned for the coming year.  

Year 10 students from St John's and St Patrick's (Thornaby), worked with local 
artists Jane Crawford and Sue Abel on a Spirited Arts project at Auckland 
Castle, producing outstanding pieces of art work based upon themes of The 
Afterlife, Spiritual Journey and Images of God.

The exhibition was held in the Chapel and opened by Mrs Jane Ruffer of Auckland 
Castle at a private viewing for participating students and their parents. Mrs Ruffer 
presented commendations to a number of pieces and praised all students for the 
high standard of work submitted, all of which was subsequently available to view 
by the general public.

SPIRITED ARTS  
AT AUCKLAND CASTLE

Oh! I do like to be beside the seaside... by Claudia Titton

Travelling Alone by Emily Lister

Made in the Image of God by Olivia Tinkler 
and Ben MacFarlene

God is 
Trinity by 
Eden Wood 
and Kate 
Nevin
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THREE PEAKS CHALLENGE  
in memory of Capt Richard Holloway

Back in June, over 30 of Richard’s 
local, university and military friends 
completed a National Three Peaks 
Challenge (Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike and 
Snowdon).  

Even Mrs Holloway managed to stagger to 
the top of Snowdon without the threatened 
encouragement of an electric cattle prod! 
Over £15,000 was raised for Battle Back 
(through Help for Heroes) which helps 
rehabilitate injured servicemen and 
women. Money has already been spent 
on specially adapted kayaks and archery 
equipment and will also help finance 
sporting and adventurous activities and 
expeditions. Jaquie and Neil are very 
grateful to all those at school who have 
donated so generously, and to past 
students from St John’s who took part in 
the challenge including Richard’s brother 
Luke and friends Adam Wilde and Ronnie 
and Carly Maughan. 

Following their highly successful visit in 2013 The Pearl of Africa 
returned  to the North East this autumn.  This exciting touring choir 
is made up of 18 energetic  young people  from Uganda who perform 
concerts, and run workshops to help raise awareness and much 
needed funds to sustain and improve the standard of education, 
healthcare and living conditions in their own schools.  We welcomed 

the talented Choir to St John’s School on 25 September when they 
gave short presentations, held informal cultural exchange sessions 
and ran lively workshops in African song, dance, drumming and 
crafts. That evening they gave an exciting, colourful and vibrant public 
concert and we managed to raise over £1,000 for the choir!  

History Students go  
Digging in Frosterley
Once again Year 13 students went digging in Mrs 
Maddison’s field with Durham University archaeologists 
and volunteers. This year their mission was to help 
excavate the area where they hoped they would find the 
cross of the Medieval Church. After much hard work and 
a box of chips they achieved their aim. 

Runaway Samba was performed at South Hetton Primary School 
in November as part of the East Durham Creates initiative.  After 
intense rehearsals with staff from Jack Drum Arts, St John’s 
students were at their peak, on form and full of energy.  Members 
of Runaway Samba also opened the proceedings at our school Open 

Evening in September, and have since performed at Music Port, a 
popular Music Festival in Whitby.  Well done to all of the students 
involved: Daniel Shield, Sarah Makepeace, Sam Ward-Hardy, Faith 
Bell, Ellie May Agnew, Jack Short, Kelsey Taylor, Jo Lupton, Chloe 
Faircolugh and Misha Maicevschi. 

THE PEARL OF AFRICA 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR

RUNAWAY SAMBA! 

Over £15,000 was 
raised for Battle Back
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HISTORY DEPARTMENT VISIT 
TO YPRES AND THE SOMMEArtsmark Gold

Artsmark is the Arts 
Council England’s 
flagship programme 
to enable schools and 
other organisations to 
evaluate, strengthen 
and celebrate their arts 
and cultural provision. 
After submitting a very lengthy and highly 
detailed application for renewal in July and a 
visit from a validator earlier this term, we are 
proud to announce that we have retained our 
Gold status!  We are delighted that the Arts 
Council recognises the extent and range of 
the opportunities we offer all our students to 
engage with the arts within the curriculum 
and through extra-curricular activities and 
projects.  The examples you see in this 
term’s newsletter reflect the creativity we 
encourage and we remain committed to 
extending our arts provision for the benefit 
not only of our own young people but also the 
wider community. 

On 17th June, 17 Year 9 and 10 students accompanied by 3 staff members 
travelled to the World War One battlefields to gain an insight into what it was 
like to fight during the war.  Along with our guide Andrew, we visited many 
poignant and interesting sites during a very busy 3 days.

When we arrived in northern France we 
took the opportunity to visit Poperinghe 
where Andrew informed the group about 
soldiers from across the empire who 
fought and died in the trenches.  We viewed 
graves commemorating Jewish, Buddhist, 
Sikh and Muslim soldiers as well as the 
graves of several nurses who were killed as 
they worked.  It was a sobering way to start 
our trip as it reminded us of the sacrifices 
made by many different people. Afterwards 
we went to the Menin Gate to witness the 
Last Post ceremony, which was incredibly 
busy but nonetheless very moving.

On our second day we focused on the 
Battle of the Somme (1st July 1916) and 
the effects of the battle.  Andrew took us to 
the fields where the battle was fought and 
told the group the story of the Accrington 
Stanley Pals, a group of men from the 
same area who were virtually all killed on 
1st July.  At the site we were able to see 
remnants of the battles including shells 
that had been recently found.  We then 
travelled to Newfoundland Park, focusing 
on the contribution of soldiers from 
Newfoundland, Canada.  Here we got to 
experience a preserved trench system. 

Possibly the most exciting part of the day 
for everyone was our visit to Lochnagar 
crater, a giant crater left by a mine that 
had been planted by British miners who 
tunnelled under a German trench.  In the 
afternoon we laid a wreath to the missing 
at Thiepval Memorial, where students 
were able to look for family names on 
the memorial, and we all gained an 
appreciation of how many families were 
affected by the Great War. In the evening 
we ate at a restaurant called Avril’s, 
notable for all the chickens in the garden.  
Andrew showed the group a British Tommy 
uniform, which was expertly modelled by 
Luke Bailey.

Our last full day 
of the visit was 
incredibly busy.  
We started at the 
Firing Post in 
Poperignhe where 
Andrew told the 
group about what 
happened to 
British soldiers 
who deserted their 
post. The most sobering experience of the 
day was our visit to Langemarck German 
Cemetery, which is starkly different to 
British Cemeteries. We then travelled 
to Vancouver Corner to learn about gas 
attacks.  Here Stuart Sowerby-Forrester 
got to wear a gas mask and run across the 
memorial, demonstrating how difficult it 
was to run while wearing a mask.  We also 
visited the newly renovated Passchendaele 
Museum, which included reconstructed 
trenches and an interactive cinema 
experience about the battle. Our busy day 
was rounded off with a visit to Ypres for 
some much needed chocolate shopping 
and free time to look around the beautiful 
town. 

On the last day we had time to go back to 
Ypres and visit the IFF Museum.  For many 
students this was one of the best parts of 
the trip.  The museum is fully interactive 
and you can learn about soldiers from your 
local area.  It gave the students a good 
insight into how the war affected ordinary 
Belgians including the migration of many of 
them to Britain. The trip was an incredibly 
enjoyable experience, the weather was 
amazing and the students were a credit 
to the school.  Andrew and Geoff (the bus 
driver) thoroughly enjoyed themselves and 
even England’s exit from the World Cup 
failed to dampen our spirits!

St John’s Band, Arcanum recently recorded 
original material in a professional studio 
at Sunderland University.  During the 
October half term Sam Ward-Hardy, Sarah 
Makepeace, Jack Short and Jane Hayman 
all spent the day rehearsing and recording 
to produce their first album. 

Three songs: Highway 66, Unlike Movie 
Scenes and Imagination Paradise were 
rehearsed and polished before each 
individual recorded parts on their own 
instrument.  With Sam and Sarah on guitar, 

Jack on keyboard and Jane leading the 
singing, musicians commented that their 
day was nerve-racking and exhausting as 
they were pushed to their limits to produce 
perfect, seamless tracks. 

Arcanum rehearse weekly, predominantly 
writing their own material. The Music 
Department wish them well in their future 
projects, fully supporting their progress and 
development all the way – well done!

Recording Success!

Holly Hankey, Charlie Frankcom and 
Mark Hyatt performed a varied musical 
programme for the Japanese Women's 
Association at Durham Castle in September.  
The audience comprised many people of 
note, including the Consul General of Japan, 
Vice Chancellor of Durham University, Chris 
Higgins and representatives of Japanese 
companies within the region.  Our students 
were well received in the Grand Hall, 
accepting flowers from Lord-Lieutenant Sue 
Snowdon and best wishes from members of 
the audience.  Well done Holly, Charlie and 
Mark.  

TOP CLASS 
PERFORMANCE AT 
DURHAM CASTLE 

Charlotte: How do you contribute to the 
musical life of the school?

Miss Bell: St. John’s is an exciting place 
to work as a music teacher because 
there is always so much going on. One 
of my main aims when I started working 
at this school was to make sure that the 
music department offered something for 
everyone. Working together with Mrs. 
Wearmouth, we offer a wide range of 
clubs for students, including 2 choirs, 
folk group, ukulele club, keyboard 
club, brass group, string group and 
theory club. I have also been working 
with the school’s MADD group, on their 
upcoming performance of Joseph and 
His Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat.  
In music lessons I have tried to make 
my subject as practical as possible. 
For example, the year 8 group have 
been performing blues music, using 
keyboards, drums, bass guitars, 
electric guitars and ukulele, meaning 
students have had more choice in what 
instrument they want to play.     

Charlotte: Do you enjoy working at St. 
John’s?

Miss Bell: St. John’s is a fantastic 
place to work! The staff and students 
are all really friendly and have made 
me feel like part of the team straight 
away. I am always really impressed with 
the enthusiasm of the students here 
(especially my 60-strong junior choir). I 
also love the amount of opportunities on 
offer for students and staff at the school, 
including performance opportunities 
like the WWI exhibition and school trips, 
such as the upcoming trip to see Joseph 
in Darlington and the year 9 trip to see 
world music group Pacific Curls in 
Hamsterly.

Charlotte: What is your favourite type of 
music?

Miss Bell:  That is a really tough 
question, because as a music teacher 
you need to be very open-minded when 
it comes to musical tastes. Growing up 
I was always really into rock music, as 
well as songs from musicals and choral 
music. Some of my favourite bands 
are quite alternative, like The Dresden 
Dolls and Yeah Yeah Yeahs. I also love 
classic rock artists like AC/DC, Queen 
and Led Zeppelin, as well as glam rock 
artists David Bowie and T. Rex. At the 
moment some of my favourite artists are 
Mumford and Sons, Damien Rice and 
George Ezra. 

Miss Bell joined St. John’s 
Music Department in 
September this year. 
Charlotte Caton (year 9) 
talks to Miss Bell about her 
time at St. John’s so far.

Spotlight  
on Miss Bell

SIXTH FORM COLLEGE
A Catholic Academy

SIXTH  
FORM
DID YOU MISS OUR OPEN EVENING?
THERE IS STILL TIME TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT OUR FANTASTIC SIXTH FROM...
T: 01388 603246   E: sixthform@stjohnsrc.org.uk  www.stjohnsrc.org.uk

St John’s was proud to host a 
performance by Whitebone Productions 
of Bane 3 in October.  First seen at the 
Edinburgh Festival  Bane is a comic 
story of revenge, heavily inspired by film 
and graphic novels with Bruce Bane as 
a tough-talking hired-hand that shoots 
first and asks questions later.  Writer 
and creator Joe Bone plays all of the 
characters, conjures all of the settings 
and provides all of the sound effects, to 

bring his anti-hero to life with just his 
body, his voice and a stunning live guitar 
soundtrack from Ben Roe; an inspiring 
and mesmerising performance which 
created a thrilling theatrical experience!  
Members of the MADD group provided 
an excellent James Bond-inspired 
curtain-raiser and we very much 
appreciated our promoters’ group of six 
Sixth Form students.

BANE 3
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SPORTS DAY 
We were fortunate to have some exceptional weather for our 2014 Sports 
Day. The morning saw students take to a range of traditional sports, 
competing for their house teams. There were some fantastic performances 
from all year groups, and some very closely run races! The afternoon 
involved some less traditional activities including sprint shot, the splash 
relay, continuous relay and everyone's favourite, tug of war. The results 
were very close, with only 7 points separating the top two spots.  In 4th place 
was Cuthbert, 3rd place went to Wilfrid, Bede finished runners up, leaving 
Aidan to take the honours.

On Wednesday 24th September we celebrated 
St John’s 10th Annual Sports Award Evening. 
Over 150 students were awarded with half and 
full colours for their dedication, commitment 
and performance in representing St John’s. In 
addition, 18 students were awarded with a Gold 
Eagle for achieving county honours in a range of 
sports.

The guest speaker for the evening was Tamara 
Taylor, a member of the Women’s World Cup 
winning Rugby Team who gave an amazing 
insight into her journey to the World Cup. 

The second half of the evening was dedicated 
to individual awards. A new addition to this 
section was for Team of the Year, which was 
won by the under 14 boys’ football team who, 
over the last two years have won 6 trophies 
and had an excellent English Schools Cup run. 
Congratulations to all of our dedicated students, 
and particularly to Ashlyn Bland who won the 
prestigious Eagle Award.

The evening culminated in gratitude to Mr 
Rhodes, who introduced the Sports Award 
Evening when he started teaching at St John's. 

SPORTS  
AWARDS 2014

SPORTS LEADERS 
as Active Volunteers 

In order for the students to gain awards they 
need to complete a number of volunteering 
hours. To achieve a Bronze Award they need 
to complete 50 voluntary hours, Silver Award 
100 hours and Gold Award 200 hours. 7 
students have now completed a minimum of 
50 hours for their Bronze Award, and special 
congratulations go to Steven Taylor who has 
completed over 200 hours, and will therefore 
receive the Gold Award.

Josh Green and Rachel Brown have been 
active Leadership Champions for the 
Academy, and have played key roles in 
volunteering for the Sainsbury’s School 
Games Level 2 and 3. Both students are now 
close to completing their 200 volunteering 
hours for their Gold Award, and were 
nominated for the Wear Valley and Teesdale 
SSP Young Volunteer of the Year Award.

As part of the Leadership Scheme students 
have opportunities to gain additional 
National Governing Body certificates in both 
leading and officiating. This has enabled our 
students to bring their skills back into school 
and contribute in a very positive way. For 
example, by supporting the extra-curricular 
programme, helping with the running of our 
sports teams and delivery of sessions and 
officiating in matches. 

In addition to the Durham County Scheme, 
St John’s has also offered the Junior Sports 
Leadership Award in school for the past 8 

years. The nationally recognised scheme is 
a popular and well-established addition to 
the PE curriculum in school, and part of that 
success can be attributed to the close links 
we have with our local and feeder Primary 
schools, where students have been involved 
in delivery of PE sessions, running festivals 
and assisting with sports days and other 
events. 

The students’ achievements during this 
course go far beyond their final certification. 
Students develop confidence, knowledge, 
team work skills, communication and many 
other life skills that are vital to success. 

We have seen leadership grow and develop 
at St John’s in recent years, and we are 
delighted that we have been successful in 
our application to become a Leadership 
Academy. Gaining accredited Leadership 
Academy Status is a product of hard work, 
dedication, motivation and innovation by staff 
and students, and we are privileged to be 
one of the few delivery centres to have been 
awarded the status. 

We are dedicated to growing leadership 
skills at St John’s, and have now introduced 
leadership awards in Literacy, Numeracy and 
Language. It is fantastic to see our confident 
and inspiring young people giving back to 
other subjects, sharing their passion and 
expertise with younger students in school. 

Each year a number of our 
students are selected to be 
involved in the County Durham 
Leadership scheme, which 
enables participants to access 
various opportunities such 
as officiating and coaching 
qualifications. 
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Follow us on Twitter to keep up to date  
with all the latest news.... @stjohnseagle

St. John’s Spreads Christmas Joy 
to 329 children in Belarus
Since 1990, more than 113 million boys 
and girls, in over 130 countries have 
experienced God’s love through the power 
of simple shoebox gifts collected from 
local churches and schools by the charity 
Samaritan’s Purse.

As part of our Sixth Form Wider Key Skills 
Project, a group of students have worked 
extremely hard to coordinate this project in 
our school.

Tutor Groups throughout the school were 
asked to contribute small toys, school 
supplies, hygiene items, shoeboxes or 
wrapping paper, and during enrichment 
time each group then carefully wrapped and 
packed shoeboxes with gifts and Christmas 
messages to support this fantastic charity.

The 329 shoeboxes were collected from 
school last week; we had so many that 
another van had to be sent to carry them 
all. They are now on their way to children in 
Belarus.

Miss Spedding’s Tutor Group, 7M, were 
chosen to help load them onto the van, as 
they collected a fabulous 44 shoeboxes 
between them.

Thank you to everyone who contributed 
- students, staff, parents and carers, 
grandparents, office staff, dinner ladies, 
cleaners and even a staff member’s 
grandma knitting a bagful of fabulous hats!

This simple act of kindness, once again 
highlights what a fantastic community we are 
at St John’s.

CAN YOU HELP US 
TO RAISE FUNDS?
It's very easy – we have registered with easyfundraising.
org to shop with over 2000 well known retailers like Amazon, 
Argos, M&S, eBay, John Lewis and many more and whenever 
you buy something, the retailer donates money to us.  Yes - it 
really is that simple!  It's completely free and your shopping 
won't cost you a penny more.

By using easyfundraising to access over 2000 well known 
retailers, shoppers can generate a free donation and as 

donations can be as much as 15% of the purchase price, St 
John’s will benefit with very little effort.

We are not asking you to donate, just to shop online as you 
normally would.  The only difference will be to register with 
Easyfundraising and then to access the retailers through 
their website.  It is totally secure and takes on the additional 
security of the retailer (Argos, Asda etc.).

To support St John’s and Project Peru 2015, visit  
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjohnscs and follow the instructions.


