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WELCOME

To celebrate European Day of 
Languages this year several 
schools in the region were invited 
to attend an exciting event to 
celebrate the diversity of culture 
and language in our part of the 
world.
Twelve students from Year 9 at St John’s 
were given the opportunity to take part 
in a wide range of workshops at Our 
Lady and St Bede School in Stockton, 
which were aimed at giving students a 
taste of other languages and cultures.  
The workshops available included 
Russian, Italian, Art Across Europe, Ice 
Cream Apprentice, Finnish, French Fairy 
Tales and Spanish. We also enjoyed a 
delicious Italian-themed lunch.  The 
students from St John’s performed 
brilliantly in all of the sessions and 
were the well-deserved winners of the 
Ice Cream Apprentice competition. The 

event was a huge success and the Year 
9 students were a credit to the Modern 
Language Department at St John’s with 
their enthusiasm, expertise and good 
humour.

Year 7 students also went MFL crazy 
to celebrate the annual European day 
of languages. Students took part in 
a sticker competition, acting as MFL 
detectives to find staff that were wearing 
greetings in various foreign languages. 
Their task was to find the staff members 
name, greeting and language. The LRC 
was transformed into a continental cafe 
where all Year 7 students tasted food 
from Germany, Spain and France with 
some foods proving more popular than 
others! Year 9 students studied Italian 
and Portuguese in their MFL lessons 
and Year 7 and 8 entered a poster 
competition entitled ‘Host the World 
in 2012’ to win £50.00 worth of HMV 
vouchers. 

Overall a very exciting and  
successful day!

Over 100 Year 11 students and their parents spent an evening learning new 
strategies to help with their controlled assessments in writing and speaking for 
either Spanish, German or French. Mr Robertson and Mrs Graham led the session 
where parents were asked to work with their children in an attempt to improve 
their ability to provide support at home during controlled assessment revision. The 
evening proved a huge success and to add to the continental feel a fantastic buffet 
was provided with popular foods on offer from Germany, Spain and France. Parents 
left feeling more confident in supporting their children with MFL revision and both

Mr Robertson and Mrs Graham were blown away by the support  
shown by our Year 11 parents.

YEAR 11  
ContRollEd 
AssEssmEnt EvEning

EuROpEan DaY  
OF LANgUAgES

Last half-term saw the first 
ever MFL award for Year 7. 
Three students were selected 
by their subject teachers in 
Spanish, French and German 
for their superb attitude, hard 
work and passion for MFL, 
which has shone through in 
every lesson. The students were 
presented with a handmade 
trophy designed by the Design 
Technology Department in 
assembly by Mr Robertson. 

Who will win the next  
award in December?

YEaR 7  
AWARdS 

As we write this message 
students and staff at St John’s are 
enthusiastically filling hundreds 
of shoe boxes with various gifts 
and essential items as part 
of our annual contribution to 
Operation Christmas Child. Our 
young people never cease to 
amaze us with their generosity 
and commitment, and it is always 
wonderful to see them dedicating 
so much time and effort in helping 
those who are less fortunate than 
themselves.

There is no doubt that the acts 
of giving and receiving are at the 
very heart of Christmas. Looking 
through the newsletter you will 
see that it is full of superb stories 

of how our young people have 
made the most of their own 
special gifts, enabling them to 
live life to the full. The joy and 
fulfilment that our young people 
generate, when they commit 
themselves to the many activities 
outlined in this newsletter, enrich 
our whole community.

During this Advent, as we 
prepare for Christmas, let us 
all remember that the greatest 
gift the world has ever received 
was the birth of a baby who 
came so that we all may have life 
and, through Him, we have the 
opportunity to live our lives to  
the full.

By the time you read this newsletter we would imagine that many 
of you will be busy preparing for the great celebration of Christmas 
and counting down the days when you can enjoy the company of 
friends and family at this special time of year.

gERARd MORAN  
Headteacher

LISa BYROn
Head of School

We wish you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas.

Staff and Students at St John’s contributed 310 boxes 
to this years Operation Christmas Child appeal
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A WORLD WIthOUt 
WAR - Is It POssIbLE?

On 1st October, eight students from Year 10 English classes 
travelled to London to participate in a Shakespeare trip as part of 
the Hexham and Newcastle Catholic Partnership.   
The students had a tour of the Victoria and Albert Museum and participated in 
workshops on Shakespeare’s life and texts in performance. In the afternoon, 
students watched a performance of Henry V by renowned all-male theatre 
company, Propeller. The performance was high-energy and portrayed violence 
and war in a modern context. The cast and director answered students’ questions 
after the performance. Students ended the day with a further look around the 
V&A galleries and a visit to the nearby National Science Museum. The trip was 
a huge success with students inspired by the professional actors and a fresh 
perspective on how Shakespeare’s work is relevant today.

POET LAUREATE 
vISITS dURHAM

30 Sixth Form History Students 
visited Durham Johnston School 
for a seminar with Bruce Kent, 
the famous International Peace 
Campaigner. 
He began by talking about his 
experiences as a child, where war was 
a focal point from the outset. He told us 
of lessons on violence at school and in 
particular he compared his knowledge 
on how to disperse a riot in a town 
square, to an algebraic equation – it was 
a formula that he had to learn. After 
leaving school he served as an Officer in 
the Royal Tank Regiment, at which point 
his story changes. He began to study law 
at Oxford University, and then, in 1958 he 
was ordained as a Catholic Priest. After 
30 years, he left the Priesthood and it 
was here that his campaign for peace 
really began. He became President of 
the International Peace Bureau and 
served as President for 7 years. 

His passion for peace is evident in all he 
does, and when posed with questions 
from various students, he answered 
in a way that always encouraged 
action towards peace. From changing 
Remembrance Day to be a day for us 
to see what damage war can do and 
wearing white poppies as well as red 
as a sign of peace, to starting peace 
groups in school and holding exhibitions 
to demonstrate the work the United 
Nations has done. His ideas to promote 
peace were diverse and always exciting, 
which made the seminar so inspiring.  

The seminar was 
engaging and 
informative, and 
with his lively, 
funny and wise 
personality, 
I’m sure he 
encouraged many 
students to take 
action towards 
a more peaceful 
world.

On Friday 19th October, a group 
of St John’s students from KS4 
and KS5 English classes visited 
the Gala Theatre in Durham to 
watch a poetry reading by the 
Poet Laureate, Carol Ann Duffy. 
The reading was followed by a 
performance of a ballet based on the 
fairytale ‘Rapunzel’, for which Carol Ann 
Duffy had written the dialogue. The trip 
was provided as part of the Hexham and 
Newcastle Catholic Partnership. 

Both of the performances were unlike 
anything the students had seen before, 
bringing together music, dance and 
literature. Carol Ann Duffy read poems 
which she had written on a variety of 
topics such as World War One and 
mythology which were funny, moving 
and thought-provoking. Some of the 
students took the opportunity to meet 
Duffy after the reading and had books 
signed. 

The ballet featured spoken word and the 
combination of music from ‘Doctor Who’ 
composer Murray Gold and modern 
dance worked perfectly. 

Overall, the evening was extremely 
enjoyable and one which students will 
hopefully remember for years to come.

ENgLISH dEPARTMENT 
TRIP TO LONdON

‘I enjoyed the performance. It was really interesting to see how the small 
group of men played such a range of roles – including the females.’
‘The fashion and theatre costume display at the V&A was AMAZING!’ 
‘The men playing women in Henry V were hilarious. I didn’t like travelling 
on the packed tube, but it was a wonderful day!’

ThE hOLOCauST 
EDuCaTIOnaL TRuST 
On Wednesday 7th November four 
Year 13 History students took part 
in the second step of a four part 
programme in the ‘Lessons from 
Auschwitz Project’ when they visited 
Auschwitz death camp, in Poland 
for the day. Alice Byrne, Samantha 
Hunter, Charlotte Hanlon and 
Taylor Moore had a very early start 
from Newcastle Airport but it was 
all worthwhile. Read about their 
experiences in the next school news 
letter and on the VLE.

LESSONS  
FROM auSChWITz 
pROjECT

Café Sci is where interested 
scientists get together to discuss 
everyday problems that arise 
within society. 
Café Sci is where interested scientists 
get together to discuss everyday 
problems that arise within society. It 
ranges from year 10 up to sixth form 
and provides an interesting insight 
into everyday science. Recently, we 
held a lecture with Dr. Nick Hole who 
is a lecturer and professor at Durham 
University. He gave us an interesting 
take on Stem Cell Banking and whether 
it should be private or public. We 
partook in activities that made us think 
about what stem cells are like in the 
outside world and how important it is. It 
was incredibly interesting to have a take 
on biology outside the classroom. 

Emily Mason

CaFé SCI

Poet Laureate, Carol Ann Duffy

ST JOHN’S NEWS

Bruce Kent

SERVICE OF 
REMEMBRanCE
On Monday 12th November we held 
a Service of Remembrance in our 
memorial garden to commemorate 
all the lives that have been lost due to 
war and to pray for our service men 
and women who risk their lives every 
day for our country. Some of our 
students who belong to the Bishop 
Auckland Air Cadets led the service, 
and Laurie Kalus a Year 12 student 
played The Last Post to mark the end 
of our two minute silence. The service 
was well received and many students 
and staff commented on the poignant 
atmosphere. 

They shall grow not old, as we that 
are left grow old; age shall not weary 
them, nor the years condemn. At 
the going down of the sun and in 
the morning, we will 
remember them.
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ICT  
@ ST John’S

Students at St John’s have been developing 
their skills in ICT across a range of the 
traditional Office applications and industry 
standard software. 
This includes Photoshop for digital image editing 
and Flash for digital animation. However, in recent 
years there has been an emergence in Web 2.0 
Tools. These tools are web based and students have 
the advantage of being able to access work from 
anywhere and through mobile technologies too.   

On these pages we have illustrated some of the 
tools that have been used. Scan the QR codes using 
your smart phone or ipad to see some of  
the students’ work for yourself!

Explain Everything, 
Daniel Edgar

Students at St John’s have been using iPads in the  
classroom across many subject areas this year. 
They have really enjoyed this experience and have been making many outstanding 
pieces of work using exciting apps such as iMovie, Explain Everything, Comic Life and 
Coaches Eye. The school is also excited by the impact that iPads are having, and it is 
a project that we are looking to continue to invest into in the future. In addition, lots of 
staff are making use of individual iPads and Apple TVs in their lessons to record such 
things as students performances and student voice.  ip

a
D

S

ICT  
@ ST John’S

USINg pREzI TO pRESEnT RESEaRCh:

Kirsty Henderson Georgina Dunbar Alexis Warrior

USINg gLOgSTER TO  
pRESEnT RESEaRCh

Camille Hilditch Hollie Watson

FoLLoW US

CREaTIng COMICS In PIxTON  
TO pLan anD pRESEnT IDEaS:
CYBERBULLYInG BY hEIDI CoULThARD

SChOOL: @stjohnseagle        

STUdENT LEAdERS: @stjohnseaglet       

pROjECT pERu: @stjohnsperu

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH SCHOOL NEWS, EVENTS & MORE...

USINg BLOgS TO ShaRE IDEaS anD RESOuRCES: TEaChERS BLOgS: 
Monday 12th November saw a great turn out 
of staff for the first ever 
iTeachmeet. This was the 
fourth in a series of internal 
Teachmeets that have been 
hosted in the last 12 months,  
and this particular event 
focussed on the use of 
technology and applications in the classroom. 
Scan the code or use the link below to have a look 
at some of the tools that staff are using in their 
classrooms.

http://teachersicttoolkit.wordpress.com/ 

If you don’t have a smartphone to read the QR codes, 
you can go online and follow the links below: 

http://stjohnsnationalsunit27.wordpress.com/ 

http://stjohnscamtechict.wordpress.com/

http://enrichment2bookclub.wordpress.com/

http://stjohnsictstudents.wordpress.com/

WEBSITE PLANNINg 
USINg MYBaLSaMIQ:
Liam Shields 

vIdEOS
SaM LEaRnIng:

WhY STuDEnTS  
ShOuLD uSE ThE VLE:The ICT department have recently purchased 10 

kindles for use during reading and literacy activities. 
Mrs Palmer’s Year 7 group had the opportunity to 
use the Kindles during English to read a range of 
texts, including ‘Ratburger’, the new book by popular 
author David Walliams. Students have also enjoyed 
using the ‘text to speech’ feature of the devices, 
which allows the story to be read aloud whilst 
students read to themselves. Liam Miller  
(Year 7) said “ I love using the kindles because it is 
a really fun way to read and helps you learn new 
words”. A new ‘Kindle Reading Club’  for Year 7 and 
Year 8 students run by Mrs Palmer and Miss Gough 
operates every Thursday lunchtime.

KINdLES

FOCuS On:
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The Geography department is running an after 
school club every Thursday from 3-4pm. 
This will be an opportunity for budding Geographers to use 
computer technology such as Google Earth, earthquake and 
volcano disaster management websites and play Geography 

games. Students will have the opportunity to work towards 
an environmental award for the school, and plan an out of 
school visit. For the creative Geographer, there will be the 
opportunity to make models and artwork and maybe create 
short animations about topics they are interested in.

EVERY  
THURS 
3-4PM

Before half-term over 400 students 
took part in a range of activities to 
raise awareness of the difficulties 
and challenges faced by blind and 
partially sighted people and to raise 
money for RNIB to fund books and 
reading services.  Did you know 
that only 7% of the books available 
to sighted people are accessible 
to the blind?  Inspired by RNIB’s 
theme of “Open up a world of 
reading to everyone”, students in 
Years 7 and 8, supported by staff, 
held a cake sale and a second-hand 
book sale, entered competitions 
and participated in a Sponsored 
Read Pyjama Party.  Winners of the 
competitions were invited to a Mad 
Hatter’s Tea Party (a scrumptious 
spread provided by Marcus) which 
included a lively drama performance 
by actors from 7R.  We were 
very grateful to Heather Hebden, 
Manager of the Opthalmology Unit 
at Durham, Darlington and Durham 
Hospitals, Robyn Kinnersley, a 
young partially-sighted student, and 
Owen Bainbridge, a blind footballer, 
all of whom spent much time with 
us during the week discussing how 
to look after our eyes, the effects of 
certain eye diseases, how blind and 
partially sighted people manage, 
and, above all, how blindness need 
be no barrier to leading a full and 
exciting life!  A huge thank you to 
all those who supported our RNIB 
week, including parents!  

We raised just over £500!

The Xcel Centre has become a 
favourite  venue for us  to hold  
our day retreats.
In October it was the turn of Year 11 to 
spend the day at the Centre reflecting 
on their time so far at St John’s and 
the milestones along the way of their 
personal spiritual journeys. They spent 
some time comparing their feelings 
to family friends and school in Year 
7 to how they feel now. They had the 
opportunity to validate each other and 
receive validation from their tutors. This 
allowed students to recognise qualities 
in themselves and others. Led by Emma 

Ramsey, our Chaplain, they reflected on 
the Parable of the Talents and produced 
their own adaptation of the parable. At 
the end of the retreat every student was 
given an envelope containing a prayer 
card with another student’s name on 
and they were asked to be that student’s 
guardian angel for the rest of year 11. 
Students appreciated the opportunity 
to step away from school and reflect on 
how they have moved on and how they 
can take charge of their futures. Once 
again thanks to their Xcel Centre for the 
use of their fantastic facilities and the 
warm welcome we always receive.

READ  
fOR RNIb

SUPPORTINg  
OUR SOLdIERS

BAKE SALE  
FOR ThE ROYaL 
BRITISH LEgION
Two Year 7 classes (7R and 7J) got into 
the spirit of Remembrance Day with 
a cake sale on Friday 9th November. 
The event was held in aid of the brave 
veterans of the Royal British Legion. 
Miss Chambers & Miss Moran would like 
to thank all of the students & staff who 
took part in the sale for raising £62.91 
for such a brilliant cause. Well done!

Three Year 7 classes-7M, 7H and 7J 
(pictured) got into the festive season 
early during their RE lessons as they 
prepared Christmas cards which will be 
sent to frontline troops in Afghanistan. 
The cards will be sent along with 
specially packed Christmas parcels 
through www.supportoursoldiers.co.uk  

All of the cards included an image of a 
poppy, a personal message and a prayer. 
If you would like to donate your own 
parcel please visit the website for more 
details.

YEaR 11  
RETREAT

SAM Learning is accessible to all 
staff and students at St John’s, 
and covers a wide range of 
subjects across the curriculum.
It can be used both in school and at 
home, and students can log in and 
complete interactive tests, exam 
practice questions and exam papers.

Staff can make use of SAM Learning 
to assign homework and also monitor 
students’ progress with a wealth of 
content to help improve students’ 
learning. Focus can be on specific 
learning objectives, and homework tasks 
can be assigned that include revision 
exercises, exam questions practice 
and past papers to help prepare your 
students for their examinations.

For further information, scan the QR 
code on page 07, or visit the website: 
www.samlearning.com

SAM 
LEARNINg 
AvAILABLE  
In SChOOL

ST JOHN’S NEWS
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During September and October, 42 
Year 10 and 11 students embarked 
on their qualifying expedition for the 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award. 
They set off in groups of between 4 and 
7 and undertook a gruelling 7 hour walk 
and exploration of the local area.

Each group was given a focus for their 
expedition, such as examining the use 
of land in the North Pennines, or the 
diversification of farms in Weardale.  
Groups had to navigate their way along 
the Weardale Way and the first day 
culminated in camping out overnight 

near Wolsingham.  As part of their 
assessment, all students had to pitch 
their own tents, set up the Trangia stove 
and cook themselves a substantial meal 
and drink!

The second day involved navigating 
across moorland to Hamsterley 
Forest which was the final checkpoint.  
Navigational skills were certainly 
tested over the 2 days and the 
students thoroughly enjoyed the whole 
experience.  The bronze award is offered 
to anyone aged 14, and the school also 
offers the Silver and Gold levels of the 
award.

dUKE OF EdINBURgH 
QuaLIFYIng ExpEDITIOn

With jobs very difficult to find and 
money increasingly short, more and 
more people are deciding to be their 
own boss when no jobs are around, 
but is this the best thing to do in 
these tough economic times?  
In this article you’ll find out the dos and 
don’ts in the business world.   

With show’s like the Apprentice and 
Dragons Den filling our TV schedules, 
we are constantly shown the glamorous 
sides of running your own business, 
but these programmes don’t show the 
tough times that many an entrepreneur 
go through.  The start up of a business 
is a difficult stage, as trying to find your 
feet in the business world is tricky, the 
owner of the successful Fat Buddha 
restaurant chain once told me that ‘All 
good entrepreneurs fail three times 
before making a success’. While this 
may sound like a phrase to put you 
off, it is, in fact, a good thing because 
entrepreneurs always learn from their 
mistakes, and perseverance is one of 
the things they need to make a success 
of themselves.

Lord Alan Sugar is a prime example 
of someone who wouldn’t give up, as 
he started off with only £100 and a 

white van, this demonstrates an array 
of qualities which are a necessity to 
become a successful entrepreneur. 
Fierce ambition, determination, passion 
and belief in your product or service 
are all pivotal in making money. Lord 
Sugar spoke about his ‘rules’ for a 
first time entrepreneur, some of them 
included sticking to what you know, so 
don’t dive in to a market of which you 
have no knowledge of, plus, he also 
recommended that you stand up on 
your own two feet, and don’t expect to 
get anywhere by schmoozing people or 
having influential friends, he believes 
that the only way you can get to the top 
is through seriously hard graft. Finally, 
he insisted that the only way you are 
going to make a lot of money from your 
business is if you nail your unique selling 
point; you have to think “why are people 

going to buy off me instead of the other 
thousands of people who do the similar 
thing”.  

All entrepreneurs know that you will 
never succeed the first time round, 
however the key to being a successful 
entrepreneur is about what you do 
next. Do you give up? Do you think you 
can’t do it? The answer to these should 
always be no – and that is what makes 
a successful entrepreneur. Because, in 
the long run, the benefits of being your 
own boss are huge!

Written by Jake Long (9J), winner of the 
‘Advantages of Being an Entrepreneur’ 
business students competition.

Image: Lord Alan Sugar is one of the most 
successful and inspirational businessmen in the 
world, starting with £100, and now turning over 
millions per year!

Is bEINg 
YOUR 
OWN bOss 
thE WAY 
fORWARD?

The year 5 challenge day was held on 
9th October here at St John’s, with 
almost 200 year 5 pupils participating 
in a number of numeracy and literacy 
activities throughout the day. Activities 
included the creation of a poet-tree and 
making use of the latest technology with 
a round of questions using the smart 
response voting pads.

Pupils worked in groups of 6/7 and had 
the opportunity to work with pupils from 
other schools. The staff at St John’s were 
very impressed with some of the work 
that the year 5 pupils produced, and are 
looking forward to them starting at St 
John’s in a couple of years time!

YEAR 5 
ChALLENgE 
DAY

Following Olympic Success with 4 
medals in various disciplines, St John’s 
Kayaking club has proven to be very 
popular at the start of this academic 
year. Sessions are booked into the 
new year, but those that have been 
disappointed not to secure a place in the 
first half term will have an opportunity 
with spaces opening up later in the year. 

Mr Cresser would like to thank 
the students that have supported 
their younger peers to get involved, 
particularly Zoe Embleton, Megan De 
Villiers and Charlie Frankcom for all 
their hard work.

KaYaK CLuB
From Friday 19th to Saturday 20th 
October four Year 10 students, 
Ebony Cousins, Chloe Heeley, 
Nisha Woolford and Ellie Clarke 
visited the Diocesan Youth Village 
to take part in an art project 
which involved all eleven Catholic 
Partnership schools in the region
The aim of the project was for 
students to create a banner which will 
be used at future Partnership events. 
The theme for all groups was ‘The 
Year of Faith’ but the rest was left to 
the imagination of the young artists. 
The St John’s team produced the 
most complex and ambitious plan of 
the weekend which derived inspiration 
from school activities such as Project 
Peru and local history with the use of 
a St Cuthbert’s cross.

Over the course of the two days 
the team worked extremely hard 
and admiration of their work came 
from staff and students from other 
schools. The group look forward to 
completing their complicated design 
in preparation for upcoming ‘Year 
of Faith’ activities which commence 
after Christmas. 

On behalf of myself and  
Mr Quigley, we would like to 
thank the students for their 
industry, productiveness and 
dedication. 
Mr Swindells

CAthOLIC PARtNERshIP  
ARt PROjECt -  
‘thE YEAR Of fAIth’

ST JOHN’S NEWS
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Ten lucky music students had 
the privilege of attending the 
Music for Youth Prom in the 
Royal Albert Hall, London on 
13 November to see trumpeter 
Laurie Kalus of Year 12 perform 
with his band Jazz in my Pants.  
A truly inspiring event featuring 
a wonderful range of music from 
rock to jazz, Indian to classical, 
blue-grass to handbells, and ending 
with balloons tumbling from the 
dome, fireworks and streamers.  
The following day the group visited 
the Victoria and Albert Museum to 
view the new Hollywood Costume 
Exhibition then were entertained 
by eighteenth century playwright 
Sheridan, nineteenth century actor 
manager David Garrick and saucy 
Nell Gwynne on a backstage tour 
of the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane.  
There was still time to soak up the 
heady atmosphere of Covent Garden 
before collapsing onto the train 
home. 

On 13th November Laurie Kalus led 
members of Jazz In Your Pants into 
the prestigious Albert Hall  shouting 
“Jazz.....In....Your....Pants!” through 
a megaphone,  interspersed with 
extremely loud syncopated, accented 
jazz inspired chords from the remaining  
nine members of the  group.  They 
danced their way through the audience 
playing drums, trombones, saxophones 
and a magnificent sousaphone to reach 
the performance platform positioned in 
the middle of the hall.  WOW!  What a 
way to start the second half of the Music 
For Youth School’s Prom. 

Performing It’s All Over Now - Bobby 
Womack,  Crazy Little Thing Called Love 
- Freddie Mercury and 

Let the Sunshine In - Galt MacDermot,  
Jazz In My Pants,  known affectionately 
as JIMP,  made a huge impact with their 
unique sound and style. 

JIMP was formed in 2010 by young 
members of Durham’s Colliery Bands. 
Interesting covers of well known rock 
and roll tunes have become a staple 
of the band’s set list where they have 
played at BRASS: Durham International 
Festival, the Tubingen Stadtfest in 
Germany and now most impressively 
can add The Albert Hall to their ever 
increasing list of venues. 

We are all extremely 
proud of Laurie and his amazing musical 
achievement at such a young age. 

We wish him the best of luck for future 
projects with Jazz In Your Pants and should 
probably get his autograph now.......watch 
this space!

LauRIE KaLuS ROCKS 
THE ALBERT HALL

Rehearsals are well under way for our exciting production of Guys and Dolls, a 
lively musical fable of Broadway based on a story and characters of Damon Runyon.  
Performances will take place in Bishop Auckland Town Hall on Wednesday 6 and 
Thursday 7 March 2013 at 7.00pm.  

Tickets cost £4.50 (concessions £3) and will be  
on sale at Student Reception after Christmas.

guYS anD DOLLS

A group of Year 12 Biology 
students seized the opportunity 
to attend a special lecture by 
Professor Alice Roberts about the 
Great Ice Age. 
Professor Roberts has worked for the 
BBC filming recent documentaries such 
as Origins of Us, Incredible Human 
Journey and Ice Age, in addition to being 
an anatomist, author and the Professor 
of Public Engagement in Science at the 
University of Birmingham. 

Students were exposed to the impact 
that global climate change has over life 
on Earth and how species are forced 
to adapt to overcome extinction from 
extreme weather. The lecture also 
provided great insight into the life of a 
scientist when carrying out work in the 
field, visiting spectacular places and 
facing unpredictable conditions. The 
students hope to attend another lecture 
by Professor Roberts in the spring.

PROfEssOR ALICE RObERts  
- thE gREAt ICE AgE

Year 9 Arts Award students have 
finally embarked upon the painstaking 
art of creating mosaics to their 
own designs, guided by artist Sue 
Warlock. Great care has to be taken 
with the nippers used for cutting the 
ceramic tiles and enormous patience 
is needed! But students agreed that 
it is an absorbing, therapeutic and 
immensely satisfying art form.

JUBILEE 
MOSaICS

We have recently taken delivery of a 
Jubilee Pack of 60 hedgerow plants 
and a Royal Oak sapling from the 
Woodland Trust. These will be planted 
by Mr Stamp and his horticultural 
group in the school grounds. We have 
also secured funding from the Ernest 
Cook Trust for a literacy project, Roots 
in our Community, which will focus 
on trees and woodland as stimuli 
for literacy development. A range 
of activities and events are planned 
including poetry, storytelling and 
craft workshops as well as visits, the 
burial of a Jubilee poetry capsule 
and exploration of students’ own 
family trees. The project is aimed at 
Years 7 and 8 and we would welcome 
participation from our wider school 
community!

ROOTS IN OUR 
COMMunITY

ST JOHN’S NEWS
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On Friday 2nd November at 
The Sage Gateshead, as part 
of Radio 3’s Free Thinking 
Festival Mr Dunn and eight 
Sixth Form students were 
fortunate to witness a lecture 
by former President of Ireland 
and ambassador for world peace 
Mary Robinson. 
The crowd was packed, with every 
man or woman in the room completely 
entranced by her views and wisdom. 

Her outlook on the role of women in 
both everyday life and politics was fresh 
and interesting; perhaps to some men 
quite controversial. However, there 
was always a barrier of respect felt by 
everyone in the room as Mary delivered 
quite damning reports on the economic 
necessity for more women to hold 
positions of power in order to establish 
a stable global economy. She spoke 
about how she was friends and works 
with the likes of Nelson Mandela and 
Archbishop Tutu as part of the Elders; 
a selected tribe of senior world leaders 

dedicated to peace. The stories she told 
kept everyone laughing and guessing but 
when it came to questions the floor was 
quick to challenge and probe.

Mary’s talk will help me with my studies 
of Irish history in my A level studies 
and will provide solid material for 
my fellow students in their Sociology 
understanding of modern feminism, 
religious beliefs and globalisation. It was 
an experience that none of us will ever 
forget; completely inspirational. 

Taylor Moore (Year 13)

RAdIO 3’S FREE 
THINKINg FESTIvAL

By arrangement with 
Highlights Rural Touring 
Scheme, we welcomed 
performance artist Maxwell 
Golden of Contact Theatre to 
school on 7 November.  

Twenty-nine drama students were 
inspired by an energetic and imaginative 
workshop with him in the morning 
and at their lunchtime assembly 
Year 9 students enjoyed a five minute 
excerpt from the show. In the evening 
we were treated to a performance of 
Countryboy’s Struggle which follows an 
MC’s journey from the cliffs of Cornwall 
to the streets of London, integrating 
hip hop, comedy, physical theatre, 
music and poetry. Our very own Jonny 
Rhythm also appeared! Year 12 BTec 
Music students promoted and managed 
the event, learning in the process how 
much hard work is involved in touring a 
professional show!

COUNtRYbOY’s 
stRUggLE

st jOhN’s 
AWARDED  
sILvER 
KItEmARK
The Sainsbury’s School Games 
Kitemark is a unique opportunity 
to motivate and inspire millions 
of young people across the 
country to take part in more 
competitive school sport. 
The Kitemark rewards schools for their 
commitment to and delivery of school 
sport and competition. 

The Games are made up of four levels of 
activity: competition in schools, between 
schools, at county/area level and a 
national finals event, and we are proud 
to announce that St John’s has been 
awarded the silver Kitemark.

St John’s runs a range of activities and 
opportunities that allow students the 
opportunity to take part in intra-school 
competitions. The new school house 
system competitions provide students 
with the opportunity to represent their 
house and compete against other 
houses to get points. Last year we 

expanded this to include Olympic events 
such as handball and rush hockey. 
We started this year with a very late/
or very early sports day! The next 
big events will be the house cross-
country competitions and Miss Smith’s 
trampolining competition. 

Beyond these intra school competitions, 
St John’s students represent the school 
in a wide range of events including 
badminton, table-tennis, football, rugby, 
cross-country, swimming, kayaking, 
golf, water polo, basketball, netball, 
gymnastics, tumbling, trampolining, 
dance, athletics, tennis, cricket and 
many more. It was outstanding to see 
the range of activities our students 
compete in at a County level with 39 
students representing Durham in one or 
more sports last year. In addition, 6 St 
John’s students were part of the winning 

team in the Durham Youth Games. Amy 
Brown who is now in Year 13 also won 
National Representative Awards for 
swimming in the FISEC games. 

Our students’ drive and passion to play 
sport, get involved in competition and 
enjoy physical activity is outstanding. 
This gives us the chance to run so many 
different clubs and competitions for 
students at all levels from beginners 
who just want to try a new activity or play 
sport as part of the house competitions, 
to the students who are competing at a 
County and National level but still come 
each week to school practices, matches 
and competitions. 

To find out more about activities 
and clubs please see the notice 
board in the Sports Hall and 
watch out for updates on the VLE.

SPORT AT ST JOHN’SST JOHN’S NEWS

MAIN
COuRSE

On 1st October St John’s commenced  
our own in-house catering. 
The newly appointed catering manager, Marcus Baker has 
made an immediate impact to the quality and quantity of the 
school meals. Marcus engages with local suppliers and has 
negotiated contracts which will benefit the school and the 
students. One of the key benefits we are now able to pass on 
to all students is a change to the popular meal deal which 

currently consists of a main course and dessert for £1.95, but 
from Monday 26th November will now also include a drink for 
no additional charge.

Another change in the dining room has been the introduction 
of the delicious Wednesday carvery which is already very 
popular with both staff and students!

We have also changed the seating and colour co-ordinated 
tables to make the dining room more of a social area where 
students can enjoy their lunch comfortably.

CaTERIng nEWS

dESSERT

nEW MEaL DEaL • nEW MEaL DEaL • nEW MEaL DEaL  • nEW MEaL DEaL

OnLY 
£1.95

{nOW InCLuDES a DRInK TOO!}
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CaThOLIC paRTnERShIp SWIMMIng
St John’s won a total of 15 medals at this 
year’s Catholic Partnership gala with 
the boys and girls placed 3rd overall out 
of 11 schools. Notable performances 
included Year 7: Joseph Aitken who won 
silver in individual freestyle and bronze 
in the freestyle relay (along with Thomas 
Wilkinson-Lowes and James Cooper). 
Bradley Leatherbarrow took bronze in 
breaststroke and bronze in the freestyle 
relay. The girls (Alyssa Craggs, Lucy 
Barnham, Grace Ripley & Charlotte Caton) 
secured silver in the freestyle relay.

Year 8: Toby Dart won 3 bronze medals in the 
individual front crawl, freestyle and medley 
relay. Craig Gibson won 2 bronze medals in 
the individual backstroke and freestyle relay 
events and Ellie Clayton won individual gold 
in the breaststroke. 

Year 9: Peter Golightly won gold in the 
backstroke and bronze in the freestyle 
relay (along with Josh Holmes, William 
Calderbank and Brandon Thorborn). Victoria 
Rodgers and Grace Dutchburn won bronze 
medals in the A and B freestyle finals, and 
silver in the freestyle relay along with Alice 
Brown and Ceara Best. 

Swimming club will continue on a Tuesday 
and Thursday Morning (7.30 - 8.30) and 
will also start on Tuesday (Advanced and 
Improvers) and Wednesday (Stroke/Fitness 
Development) after school from 3.00 - 4.15 
from the 23rd November until February half 
term. Any enquiries see Mr Rhodes or Miss 
Preston.

gIRLS 
FOOTBALL 
NEWS
On Wednesday 17th 
October the U13 and U15 
girls played in the first CVL 
tournament at Parkside 
School. 
After winning both of the 
leagues last year and finishing 
runners up in the U14 County 
Cup after a penalty shoot out 
the girls have a reputation to 
uphold! With Brodie Grayson the 
Captain of the U15 team playing 
for Sunderland’s Centre of 
Excellence the quality within the 
teams is outstanding. The girls 
performed exceptionally well 
and the U15’s finished BASFA 
league cup winners after beating 
Teasdale 2-0, Staindrop 3-0, 
and Parkside 1-0 in the final. 
Sophie Wood was player of the 
tournament scoring 9 goals in 
total. 

Well done to all of the girls who played!

On Wednesday 24th October St 
John’s hosted the Wear Valley 
secondary schools Biathlon, 
which is a GB Pentathlon event 
involving a run and a swim. 
Students braved the weather to 
complete a 500m (year 7) or 1000m 
(years 8 & 9) run on the field and a 50m 
(year 7) or 100m (years 8 & 9) swim in 
the pool. All of the St John’s students 
performed admirably, and our school 
won the Year 7 Boys, Year 8 Boys, 
Year 8 Girls and Year 9 Girls events. In 
addition to claiming 4 of the 6 trophies 
there were individual wins for Toby Dart 
and Grace Dutchburn. Students with a 
high point score will progress onto the 
Regional Competition next year.

‘I’d like to say a big thank you 
to Miss Greenfield and the Year 
13 BTEC Sport boys for their 
superb help.’ 
Miss Somers

BIATHLON

WELL
dONE 
gIRLS!

SPORT AT ST JOHN’S

We wish you all a very happy 
and peaceful Christmas.
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