
3 April 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

We hope that this letter finds you and your families safe and well.  We would like to thank you for 

your messages of support and for helping us to educate your children during these challenging 

circumstances.  We have been very impressed by the maturity and resilience of our young people at 

this time and we thank them for the commitment they are showing to their studies as they learn 

remotely.   

 

During these difficult times, people may become anxious or fearful.  For spiritual comfort, please 

visit our website chaplaincy resources where we have provided prayers and reflections for those in 

need.  In addition, further reflections and resources are available from the following sites: 

Pray as you go 

Prayers during a time of 'flu and illness’ 

Education resources 

Coronavirus Prayer 

Isolated but not alone: resources for Catholics 

 

We understand that some of our young people may be feeling frustrated, confused or alone at this 

time so we would like to support their mental well-being by providing useful links on our website - 

please see mental health 

 

EASTER MESSAGE 

Easter is the time to remind us that hope should not be lost.  Like the resurrection of Jesus, there is 

light at the end of this dark journey. We are especially thankful to those who are working hard to 

keep us safe and well, and we remember them in our daily prayers. We should also take this time to 

remember the vulnerable in our society and pray that together, we can provide them with the help 

and support they need. We pray that everyone in our community keeps calm, stays safe and has faith 

that we can deal with any challenges that come our way.   

   

 
 

 

https://www.stjohnsrc.org.uk/article/prayer-resources
https://pray-as-you-go.org/retreat/pray-as-you-stay
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/spirituality/pdfdocs/2020/Liturgy%20Office%20CBCEW%20Prayer-Flu.pdf
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Resources-for-school-closures
https://www.24-7prayer.com/coronavirusprayer
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/12590/isolated-but-not-alone-resources-for-catholics
https://www.stjohnsrc.org.uk/article/advice-schools-and-colleges-support-young-people%E2%80%99s-mental-health-during-periods-disruption


 

STUDENTS WORKING AT HOME 

It is important for our students that we continue to support them in their learning over the coming 

weeks. Regardless of year group, students need to continue to develop both their knowledge and 

their skills, and, in doing so, prepare for the next academic year or next stage of education.  All 

students need to be following the work that is available to them on ClassCharts and use the range of 

online tools including Google Classroom, SAM learning and MyMaths.   

              

It is important that students keep a folder of the work they are completing (the folder can be 

electronic or a hard copy).  They should keep to their normal high standards including presentation, 

spelling, punctuation and grammar.  We acknowledge that this is a new type of learning for our 

students but, by working together, we hope they feel supported to complete the tasks to the best of 

their ability.   

 

As we are all experiencing distance learning of this magnitude for the first time, we are adjusting and 

adapting to the needs of our students on a daily basis.  Students’ well-being is central to the ethos of 

our school. If you feel that your child/children are experiencing anxiety due to workload, please 

contact subject teachers by email and we can review work on an individual basis to support each and 

every student. 

 

EASTER HOLIDAYS (HOLY WEEK & EASTER WEEK)  

The school will be open for the children of Key Workers during the Easter holidays, including Good 

Friday and Easter Monday (Bank Holidays). 

 

Teachers will not be setting work for over the Easter holidays as this is a time when we all need to 

rest, recuperate and spend quality time with our families.  

 

ONLINE SAFETY ADVICE FOR PARENTS AND CARERS DURING COVID 19   

Many families will be encouraging their children to make good use of technology with no 

opportunities to see their classmates “in real life”.  Technology can help us all stay in touch safely, 

but parents/carers will want to make sure that their children are as safe as possible.  

 

PARENTAL CONTROLS  

Almost all devices allow parental controls to be set.  These can be adjusted depending on the age of 

your child.  Parental controls can:  

  

● Stop children putting new apps on a device until the parents approve them  

● Reduce the chance of a child accidentally spending money on virtual goods  

● Limit the time that children use a device without having a break  

 

A good source of information regarding internet matters can be found at Information, Advice and 

Support to Keep Children Safe Online  or Digital Parenting from Vodafone.  

 

 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.vodafone.co.uk/mobile/digital-parenting


 

 

AWARDING OF GCSE AND A LEVEL GRADES   

Today we have received information from Ofqual relating to the awarding of GCSE and A Level 

grades, which states: 

 “For this summer’s awards, schools and colleges are being asked to provide centre assessment 

grades for their students. These should be fair, objective and carefully considered judgements of the 

grades schools and colleges believe their students would have been most likely to achieve if they had 

sat their exams, and should take into account the full range of available evidence.”  

 

More detailed information can be found on our website.  When we have received further 

information from each exam board, we will provide parents/carers and students with details 

following the Easter holidays. 

 

BISHOP HOGARTH CATHOLIC EDUCATION TRUST 

St John’s officially became part of the Trust on 1 April 2020.  This is the beginning of something new 

and full of hope for the future of Catholic education and will enable us to collaborate and share,  

celebrating our strengths and supporting one another.  Both secondary and primary schools are part 

of the Trust, including Carmel College, Darlington, St Michael’s, Billingham, Our Lady & St Bede’s, 

Stockton and English Martyrs, Hartlepool. We look forward to working together as a family of 

diocesan schools and playing a key role in the development of Catholic education. 

We hope this letter provides you with helpful advice and reassurances but, if you are in need of any 

further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us by using: 

·         the MyEd app   

·         staff@stjohnsrc.org.uk 

·         Work email addresses of relevant staff 

Thank you for your continued support and understanding and please look after one another during 

the coming weeks.    

On behalf of the Trust, the Governors and all the staff at St John’s, we would like to wish you a 

happy, healthy and peaceful Easter. 

Yours sincerely, 

  

Lisa Byron 

Head Teacher 

 

 

https://www.stjohnsrc.org.uk/article/update-summer-exams-2020

