
 
 

 

 

 

 

Ref:  LB/JS 

28 August 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

We hope you and your families have enjoyed a safe and relaxing Summer, and are now looking forward to your children 

returning to school to continue with their education.  We are all keen to welcome our students back to St John’s and we 

have been planning, preparing and following Government guidelines to ensure that we can provide a safe environment for 

both students and staff.   

The details of our plans for September were shared with you in our previous letter dated 14 July 2020 and a copy is 

attached and available on our website for your reference.  We would like to highlight some key points that will hopefully 

reassure you as your child prepares to return to full time education. 

 

Deep cleaning of St John’s 

The school has been thoroughly cleaned throughout lockdown, and this has included a clinical cleaning regime carried out 

by specialists to NHS standards.  Our cleaning contractor and our Site Team will maintain these high standards of deep 

cleaning throughout the academic year.  

 

Journey to School 

If students are travelling on the school buses, they must wear a face mask for the duration of their journey.  Hand sanitiser 

will be available at the front of the bus for students to use as they get on. Students should sit with their own year groups 

with Year 7 students sitting at the front on the lower deck, Year 8 behind them and so on.  Older students should sit with 

their year groups on the top deck, where applicable, with Year 13 at the back.  All students should remain in their seats 

throughout the journey. 

 

Arrival at School 

Students need to be at school by 8.50am at the latest and must be wearing their full school uniform.  They will not be 

allowed into the school building until they have been collected by their pastoral tutors from their congregation areas.  This 

is to avoid year groups mixing and to ensure the safety of all.  A greater amount of time will be spent outside before 

school and during breaks and lunchtimes so students will need an outdoor coat, and not just their blazer.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Sixth Form 

Return  
date 

Thursday 

3 September 
2020 

Friday  

4 September 
2020 

Friday  

4 September 
2020 

Friday  

4 September 
2020 

Thursday 

3 September 
2020 

Thursday 

3 September 
2020 

Congregation 
area 

Outside the 
Main 
Reception at 
the  front of 
school 

Large  
Quad 

Area 
between the 
Main Hall 
and the 
Science 
block 

Grassed area 
outside the 
portacabins 

Dining Room Sixth Form 
Area 

 

Stationery Equipment 

If you have ordered a pack from school, this will be given to your child on their first day.  All students need to have the 

correct equipment with them at all times as we are unable to share resources to prevent the transmission of infection.  In 

addition, students should bring a reading book to school every day. 

 

Breaks, Lunchtimes and ParentPay 

Each year group will have its own break and lunchtime slot.  Unfortunately, we will not be able to serve breakfast but we 

will review this arrangement on a regular basis.  Cash loading machines will be switched off to prevent the transmission of 

potential infection through these frequently used touch points.  Parents and carers will need to credit their child’s account 

by using ParentPay.  If you need advice or help setting up an account, please contact the Finance Office at St John’s.  Our 

catering provision will include a variety of hot food and sandwiches at lunchtimes.   

 

Voluntary Wearing of Masks  

Current Government guidelines stipulates that masks should not be worn in classrooms either by students or staff, 

however, as a Trust we have agreed that, although not mandatory, face masks may be worn on a voluntary basis by 

students and staff in general enclosed areas of school or while transitioning between lessons in corridors.  Parents/carers 

and staff will be expected to provide their own masks, should they wish to follow this option.  Only face masks (either 

washable or disposable) will be acceptable.  Please supply your son/daughter with a small plastic bag for mask storage. 

 

Establishing Routines 

For most of us, our normal routines have changed dramatically since schools closed on 20 March.  Now as we plan to 

return on a full time basis, it is vital that students establish good routines by getting enough regular sleep so that they are 

refreshed and ready for the new term and new learning.  Eating healthily, drinking water, taking exercise and spending 

time outdoors will help students to stay fit and well so that they are prepared to re-engage fully with their studies.  We 

will continue to work in partnership with you to help support our young people on their return and to address any worries 

or anxieties that they may have. 

Thank you for your support throughout the period of school closure and for your assistance with these important matters.  

We will continue to adhere to Government guidelines and will keep you informed of any further changes to our current 

systems.  By working together we will ensure that St John’s remains a safe place where your child will be fully supported 

with their learning.  Please do not hesitate to contact school if you have any queries. 

Yours sincerely, 

Lisa Byron 

Headteacher 

 


