
 
 

 

 

 

 

14 July 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

We hope you are well and taking care of one another during these unusual times.  As we approach the Summer 

holidays, we would like to thank you for continued support in helping us to teach your child remotely.  We know this 

has brought many challenges but, by working in partnership, we hope that your child has continued to develop their 

skills, knowledge and understanding across their full subject range.  We have been very impressed with how 

resilient, motivated and conscientious our young people have been during these difficult times; the majority have 

definitely risen to the challenge and we have been very proud of their commitment to their studies. 

 

Before we break for the Summer holidays, it is important to inform you of our plans for a full reopening of the school 

in September.  You will be aware of Government guidelines and our plans ensure that the health and safety of our 

students and staff are our main priorities.  Please note that the following information takes into account current 

Government guidelines.  If guidelines change over the Summer holidays, we will adapt our plans, if necessary, and 

inform parents/carers. 

 

In order to adhere to current Government guidelines, our school arrangements and systems have had to be adapted 

to ensure that each year group remains separated from every other year group.  As a result, our break-times, 

lunchtimes, teaching spaces and outside areas will be staggered and zoned.  The following information will hopefully 

provide you with the details as to how this will work. 

 

Returning to School 

In order to ensure students are fully supported as they return to St John’s after so many months away, there will be 

a phased return of the year groups: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Sixth Form 

Return  
date 

Thursday 
3 

September 
2020 

Friday  
4 

September 
2020 

Friday  
4 

September 
2020 

Friday  
4 

September 
2020 

Thursday 
3 

September 
2020 

Thursday 
3 

September 
2020 

Congregation 
area 

Outside the 
Main 
Reception 
at the  front 
of school 

Large  
Quad 

Area 
between 
the Main 
Hall and the 
Science 
block 

Grassed 
area outside 
of the 
portacabins 

Dining 
Room 

Sixth Form 
Area 

Teaching 
Zone 

5 3 4 1 2 6 



 

 

Students need to be at school by 8.50am at the latest and must be wearing their full school uniform.  Students in 

Years 7-10 will not be able to enter the school building until they have been collected from their congregation areas 

(see below) by their pastoral tutors.  This is essential if we are to ensure that year groups remain separated whilst on 

school site.  In addition, we strongly recommend that all students have an outdoor coat to wear, and not just their 

blazer, as they will be spending more time outside and will have restricted access to the school building during 

breaks and lunchtimes. 

 

 

 
 

 

School Transport 

School transport will be operating as normal from September.  Where possible, students should sit with others from 

the same year group.  Students travelling on school buses will need to wear a face covering which should be 

removed once they exit the bus.  They need to put their face covering in a bin or a plastic bag (which they should 

provide) before putting it in their school bag.  Duty staff will reinforce this procedure.  Students will be directed from 

the buses to their congregation area. 
 

Students who walk to school or who are dropped off by parents/carers should enter the site via the back gate or the 

main student path at the front of school.  They must use the outside routes to get to their congregation area rather 

than entering the building at the nearest entrance.  If you are intending to use your own transport to take your child 

to school, please do not drive into the school site as our buses will be arriving. 

 

 

Ready to Learn 

All students need to be prepared to learn and be well-equipped for every lesson.  Whilst we will provide paper and 

exercise books for students, we are unable to loan out pens, pencils, rulers etc to avoid potential transmission of 

infection.  As well as a school bag to carry their books and folders in, please ensure that your child has the following 

equipment for all lessons:    

 



Clear plastic pencil case                                                                              Pencil sharpener  
Scientific calculator                                                                                      30cm ruler  
2 black pens                                                                                                   Compass with pencil  
2 pencils                                                                                                         360 protractor  
Rubber                                                                                                            3 highlighters  
Whiteboard pen                                                                                           Whiteboard rubber  
Glue stick  

 

We are able to source all of the above for £12.50 per pack.  If your child is currently in Years 7-12, please use Parent 

Pay to purchase a pack, if required.  If your child is due to join St John’s in September, please contact the Finance 

Department (finance@stjohnsrc.org.uk) to arrange your payment (deadline 1 August 2020).  The pack  will be 

available for your child on their first day back at school. 

 

Sixth Form Use of Devices 

From September we would encourage Year 12 and 13 students to bring their own laptops, devices or tablets to 

school to support their learning as we will not be able to guarantee that they will have access to school computers 

during their timetabled lessons.  By using their own devices they will reduce the potential transmission of infection 

and ensure that they are able to access and continue with their work.  We will monitor this situation on a half termly 

basis. 

 

Breaks, Lunchtimes and Catering Provision 

Each year group will have its own break and lunchtime slot where they will be able to access the Dining Room.  Year 

7 students will be catered for in the MFL Area at break and lunchtime.  Unfortunately, we will not be able to serve 

breakfast but we will review this arrangement at half term.  At break-times cereal bars, fruit pots and toast will be 

available for each year group to purchase, if required.  Our catering provision has had to be adapted in order to 

stagger lunchtimes across the year groups, but hot food and sandwiches will be available to buy. Our meal deal cost 

from September will be £2.35 and the hot food menu options are likely to include:  pizzas, pasta/curry pots, noodles, 

meat wraps and vegetarian options as well as a good selection of sandwiches.  Cardboard trays/pots will be used 

instead of crockery but normal cutlery will be available. 

 

Teaching Spaces 

Each year group will have its own zone where the majority of their lessons will take place.  For Years 7 and 8 

students, the majority of their lessons will take place in the same classroom and they will be taught in pastoral 

groups, with staff moving to them to deliver the lessons.  Years 9 -11 students will have their own zone of classrooms 

and will move within their zones to allow for teaching in sets, where necessary.  Subject staff will move to those 

classrooms to deliver their lessons.  Subjects which require specialist equipment, such as Science, DT, PE and Music, 

will take place in those specific areas of school and the timetable will allow for those areas to be cleaned in between 

each use.   

 

Year 9 Options 

As you can appreciate, timetabling the whole school whilst taking account of Government guidelines, has been a 

challenge.  Whilst we are still able to accommodate the majority of Year 9 options, there are some courses which will 

not be delivered at the start of the academic year.  We intend to monitor this situation, provide some online learning 

in the interim and aim to resume these courses as soon as is practically possible.  We will keep students and 

parents/carers informed as we monitor and review the curriculum during the Autumn term. 

 

Physical Education 

PE lessons will take place and activities, which limit the use of equipment, will be arranged for at least the first half 

term.  Following Government guidelines, there will be no contact sports and outdoor lessons will be a priority.  

Where outdoor lessons are not possible,  large indoor spaces such as the sportshall will be used, maximising the 
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distance between students and paying scrupulous attention to cleaning and hygiene.  On the day that students have 

PE, they will be expected to wear their full PE kit to school (no leggings, but black jogging bottoms are permitted).  

Students will not need to bring their normal school uniform in on this day as they will wear their PE kit all day.  We 

will review these procedures on a half termly basis. 

 

Attitude to Learning 

We appreciate that the students have been learning remotely so a return to school may be somewhat of a shock to 

the system.  At the start of the new academic year, we will be reinforcing our behaviour and learning expectations 

with all students so that they are fully aware of how they need to conduct themselves within lessons, at transition 

points and during break and lunchtimes.  It is vital that students fully understand our expectations if they are to 

progress with their learning whilst keeping themselves and others safe.  We have attached our updated Key 

Expectations information sheet, which reminds our students about social distancing and reducing the possible 

transmission of infection. 

 

End of the Day Procedures 

At the end of the day, students will be dismissed zone by zone and escorted to the buses or off site.  We strongly 

recommend that students do not congregate away from the school site. 

 

If Your Child is Not Well 

Please do not send your children into school if they are unwell or if they are displaying the Covd 19 symptoms.  If 

anyone in school becomes unwell with a new continuous cough or a high temperature, or has a loss of or change in 

their normal sense of taste or smell, they will be sent home and advised to follow the ‘Stay at Home’ guidance.  This 

states that the individual must self-isolate for at least 7 days and should arrange to have a test.  Other members of 

the household (including any siblings) should self-isolate for 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had 

symptoms. 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

We hope to resume our extensive extra-curricular programme after October half term.  We will keep students and 

parents/carers informed of any developments. 

Year 11 and Year 13 Exam Results 

The A Level/Post 16 results day is Thursday, 13 August 2020 and the GCSE results day is Thursday, 20 August 2020.  

We are planning for students to come into school at specific times to collect their results.  Details of our 

arrangements will be sent to students and parents/carers in a separate letter. 

 

End of Year Reports 

We will be providing parents/carers with reports at the end of the year, however, these will be very different from our 

usual reports.  We are unable to report on student progress due to the range of difficulties that individuals  may have 

experienced whilst trying to learn remotely.  Instead, we will be reporting on:  Organisation and Preparation for 

Learning (Prior to lockdown); Attitude to Learning in School (Prior to lockdown) and Engagement with Distance 

Learning (Post Lockdown).  Recently, staff have been carrying out a knowledge gap analysis to establish where students 

will need extra support to address topic gaps and misconceptions.  Please be reassured that, when we return in 

September, we will be taking every opportunity to provide students with the help they need to close such gaps and 

consolidate their learning. 

 

Establishing Routines for September 

We understand that since school closed on 20 March, usual routines and students’ sleep patterns may have changed 

dramatically.  In addition, some students may have experienced difficult and distressing times whilst they have been 

away from school. If you require any support in helping your child prepare for a return to school, please do not 



hesitate to contact our Heads of Year or our Welfare Team by:  the MyEd app;   staff@stjohnsrc.org.uk ; Work email 

addresses of relevant staff. 

Alternatively, you may find useful information and resources available from CAMHS at https://www.camhs-

resources.co.uk/downloads 

 

Finally, on behalf of the Governors and the staff, we would like to thank you for your support, patience and 

understanding, especially over the last few months.  We look forward to the time when we can meet you again in 

person but, in the meantime, we wish you all a safe, happy and enjoyable Summer holiday. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

Lisa Byron 

Headteacher  
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Key Expectations for September 2020 

  

Effective social distancing 

Staff and students should respect social distancing as much as possible, at all times. This means school rules should 

ensure: 

● Children sit at desks side by side and front facing. 

● Teachers remain 2 metres away from students. 

● Everyone queues and eats further apart than normal. 

● Individuals keep apart when outside and use their allocated outside space. 

● Individuals use their allocated toilet block and visit the toilet one after the other. 

● Staggered break times and lunchtimes are observed 

● Individuals follow circulation and separation guidelines in communal spaces including corridors, stairs and 

dining areas 

● Students do not gather or congregate outside of school 

Hygiene 

Students must wash their hands frequently and before and after key events e.g. arrival at school, before and after 

break and lunch 

● Wash hands for 20 seconds 

● Use soap 

● Dry your hands thoroughly 

● Use a tissue/paper towel to turn the tap off 

If handwashing facilities are not available, students are to use hand sanitising gel. 

Students must not share: 

·         food or drink 

·         utensils 

·         equipment 

Students should avoid touching their faces. 

Students should follow the “Catch it, Bin it, Kill it” guidelines 

Students must not act in a way which is deliberately unsanitary. Such behaviour would include, but not be limited to, 

spitting at people or on a surface or object used by others; deliberately coughing or sneezing over somebody else; 

breaking into a social distancing gap with the intention to upset or worry somebody else; threatening to pass the 

illness/infection on to others. 

 

 

 

 


