
 

 

July 2019 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Before we break for the Summer holidays, we would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued 
support as the positive partnerships between parents/carers and St John’s are key to raising the aspirations and 
achievements of our students.  By working together and setting high expectations and standards, we can guide and 
support our young people with their education to enable them to fulfil their ambitions.  

As ever, if you feel that you need any further clarification on any of the following, please do not hesitate to contact 
us to discuss the points in more detail. 

END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS 

Friday, 19 July 2019 will be a normal uniform day for all students, however, students may wear their PE kit if they 
prefer.  School will close at 1.00pm for the Summer break.  Our Summer newsletter will be emailed out to 
parents/carers at the end of this week and it will hopefully give you an insight into the wonderful events and exciting 
activities that our students and staff have enjoyed during a busy year at St John’s.  If you would like to request a hard 
copy of the newsletter, please contact Linzi Heads, our LRC Manager, at lheads@stjohnsrc.org.uk  

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

We have issued a separate letter which reinforces our uniform expectations and standards which have not changed.  
To avoid any confusion, please see the details below and refer to our website information so that your child is 
wearing the correct uniform for September 2019.  Please let us know if you need any assistance in purchasing the 
appropriate style of trouser or formal footwear and thank you for your support with this matter. 

We would like to remind you that school uniform may be purchased online from Elizabeth’s Embroidery 
(www.elizabethsembroidery.com).  Deliveries can be made to home addresses at a charge of £4.95 or to St John’s at 
a charge of 50p.   

 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

Our school holidays for 2019-20 are available on our website.  Please note that the May Bank holiday in 2020 has 
been moved from Monday 4 May to Friday 8 May to mark the 75th anniversary of VE day (see www.gov.uk for 
further details). Please avoid taking students out of school during term time for holidays as their absence has a 
negative impact on their education, which can ultimately affect the progress they make in their studies. 

 

Uniform Expectations 
 

 Maroon blazer 
 School tie – eagle below the knot 
 White shirt – buttoned at the top and tucked in 
 Black trousers - from Elizabeth’s Embroidery  (No jeans or chinos. “Skinny” trousers, jeans or leggings are not 

allowed)  
 Black skirt – school style from Elizabeth’s Embroidery 
 Black jumper/tank-top with the school logo in the corner (optional) 
 Black smart dress shoes or boots (no trainers, plimsolls or canvas shoes) 
 Girls need to wear black opaque tights and shoes if they choose to wear the school skirt 
 Coat for outdoor use – breaktime and lunchtime 
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MYED PARENT APP 

The free parent app MyEd is a very effective way of sharing information with you regarding 
your son/daughter’s education.  The app gives you direct access to your child's attendance 
details, timetable, absence records, achievements, and much, much more.   

If you are a first-time user of the MyEd app, it is available for both Apple iOS and Android 
devices and can be found on either the Apple App Store or on Google Play by searching for 
MyEd.  Once you have installed and opened MyEd, search for St John’s School and Sixth Form 
College and follow the simple instructions to identify yourself.   

Please do not worry if you do not own a smartphone, or would rather not use the app.  We will 
still provide you with regular feedback and written correspondence regarding your child’s 
education and events at school.   

 

STUDENTS’ USE OF MOBILE PHONES 

Whilst we fully understand the benefits of digital communication, we have a concern regarding students 
bringing/using mobile phones on and around the school site, particularly as it often distracts students from their 
learning and can lead to misuse.   We strongly discourage students from bringing their phones into school but 
recognise that, from a parent/carer’s perspective, you may like the reassurance of being able to contact your child 
when they are travelling to and from school.  In these circumstances, we are prepared to allow mobile phones onto 
the premises, but they must remain out of sight and switched off until the student has left the premises at the end 
of the school day.  Students are fully aware of our expectations and an after-school detention is issued if students 
have their phone out on site during the school day.  If you require any further details regarding this matter, please 
do not hesitate to contact us and thank you for your support in reinforcing our expectations. 

 

STUDENTS’ WATER BOTTLES 

We are continuing to encourage our students to bring in their own reusable water bottles from home, which they 

can fill up with juice or water from our water-coolers that are located around the school site.  From September, 

students, who bring in their own reusable bottles, will be rewarded with house points. We would like to take this 

opportunity to remind you that energy drinks/fizzy pop are not allowed in school due to the unsettling effects these 

drinks can have on students’ concentration.   

 

 

PROGRESS EVENINGS 

Whilst we have acknowledged the benefits of the MyEd app, the opportunities to discuss your child’s progress in 
person are invaluable.  Our Progress Evenings will continue from September with our subject staff available to 
answer your queries, provide details of progress and celebrate your child’s achievements.  From September our 
Progress Evenings will continue to take place on Wednesdays and will begin at 2.30pm in an attempt to 
accommodate the majority of families.  On the day of a Progress Evening, the school day will end at 2.00pm with 
normal transport arrangements in place.  These key dates will be available on our website and via the ‘Key Dates’ 
section of the ‘MyEd’ app at the start of the new academic year. 

 



 

Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support and we wish you a very 
enjoyable and relaxing Summer holiday.  We look forward to welcoming all students back for the new academic year 
on Wednesday, 4 September 2019. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Lisa Byron     Chris Parker 
Headteacher     Deputy Headteacher  

 

 

 


