
GCSE GEOGRAPHY (AQA) Paper 1 - Theory revision 
(case studies to follow) 

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment 

Use this document to write detailed revision notes to prepare you for your paper 1 exam 

 

This is to be handed in on the first week back in September. All sections MUST be 

completed in detail. This will take a while but will be beneficial for revision. This can 

either be done by hand or n a computer. Make sure you use images and diagrams to 

help present the work. You can find most of the information in your revision guide, BBC 

bitesize or geography websites as well as your lesson notes. 

It is essential that you have good revision notes to look at before your exam. 

 

Topics to cover: 

Section A - Natural Hazards / Tectonic Hazards 

Define:  

1. Continental Crust 

2. Oceanic Crust 

3. Tectonic plate 

4. Convection currents 

Answer: 

1. Where are most volcanoes and earthquakes found? (General areas and specific 

places) 

2. Why are they found here? How is an earthquake measured? 

3. How can earthquakes be monitored?  

4. How can earthquakes be predicted? 

5. How can areas that might have earthquakes be protected? 

6. How can people plan ahead for earthquakes? 

 

Explain (include diagrams): 

1. Constructive plate margin 

2. Destructive plate margin 

3. Conservative plate margin 

4. How a volcano is formed 

5. How an earthquake happen 



Section A - Natural Hazards / Weather Hazards  

Define: 

1. Global atmospheric circulation 

2. Tropical storms 

Answer: 

1. How do the main circulation cells (Polar, Ferrel and Hadley) influence pressure and 

precipitation? 

2. How does latitude influence climate (in particular insolation and temperature)? 

3. Where do tropical storms occur and what are the conditions required for them to 

form? 

4. Why does a tropical storm spin? 

5. How might climate change affect tropical storms  

6. How is a tropical storm measured? 

7. How can tropical storms be monitored?  

8. How can tropical storms be predicted? 

9. How can areas that might have tropical storms be protected? 

10. How can people plan ahead for tropical storms? 

 

Explain (include diagrams) 

1. How does a tropical storm form (Include a cross section)? 

 

Section A - Natural Hazards / Climate change 

Define: 

1. Climate change 

2. Mitigation  

3. Adaptation 

 

Answer:  

1. How can orbital changes and volcanic activity influence climate change? 

2. What are the positives and negatives of climate change? 

3. How can we mitigate against climate change? (Renewables/ carbon capture/ 

Planting trees / International agreements) 

4. How can we adapt to climate change? (Change agriculture/ manage water 

reduce risk form seal level rise 

Explain (including diagrams) 

1. Global circulation cells 

2. The greenhouse effect 



Section B – The Living World / Ecosystems  

Define 

1. Ecosystem 

2. Food chain/ Food web 

3. Biotic part f n ecosystem 

4. Abiotic parts of an ecosystem 

5. Decomposers 

6. Producers 

7. Primary consumers (Herbivores) 

8. Secondary consumers 

Answer: 

1. What happens when one part of an ecosystems is either lost or gains in size? 

2. What human activities can affect ecosystems? 

3. What are the characteristics of global ecosystems? (try these and add any 

others you can find) 

a. Tropical rainforests 

b. Deserts 

c. Tropical grasslands 

d. Mediterranean 

e. Tundra 

Explain (Including diagrams) 

1. The nutrient cycle 

2. How a food chain works 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section B – The Living World / Tropical Rainforests  

Define: 

1. What is a tropical rainforest? 

2. Deforestation 

Explain 

1. Where are tropical rainforests found and why? 

2. Why is there so much biodiversity in Tropical rainforests? 

3. What are the reasons for deforestation? 

4. What are the impacts of deforestation? 

5. How can tropical rainforests be managed sustainably (e.g. International 

agreements, debt reduction, conservation and education, selective logging, 

replanting) 

Explain (include diagrams) 

1. How does the nutrient cycle work in a tropical rainforest? 

2. What is the structure of the tropical rainforest ((From Emergents down to the 

forest floor) 

3. What special features/ characteristics do rainforest plants and trees have to help 

them adapt? 

 

Section B – The Living World / Hot desert environments  

Define  

1. Hot desert 

2. Hot desert fringes 

3. Desertification 

Answer: 

1. What is the climate of a hot desert 

2. What are the soils like? 

3. How have plants and some animals adapted to hot desert conditions 

4. How do people use hot deserts? 

5. What problems are caused by humans in hot desert environments? 

6. What are the causes of desertification? 

7. How can desertification be managed?  

 

 

 



Section C- Physical landscapes in the UK / Coastal landscapes 

Define:  

1. Fetch 

2. Constructive wave 

3. Destructive wave 

4. Erosion 

5. Weathering 

6. Hard engineering 

7. Soft Engineering 

Answer: 

1. The advantages and disadvantages of different types of hard engineering. (Sea 

walls, rock armour/ gabions/ groynes) 

2. The advantages and disadvantages of different types of soft engineering. 

(Beach nourishment/ managed retreat/ sand dune regeneration) 

 

 

Explain (Include diagrams) 

1. What are constructive and destructive waves? How are they different? 

2. How can weathering weaken a sea cliff? 

3. What are the 4 processes of coastal erosion (Hydraulic action/ abrasion/ 

attrition/ Solution 

4. What are the 4 processes of coastal transportation (Traction, Saltation, 

suspension, solution) 

5. Why does deposition occur on a coast? Where is this most likely to happen? 

What sort of waves? 

6. How does longshore drift occur? 

7. How do headland s and bays form? 

8. How do Headlands, caves, arches, stacks, stumps form? 

9. How do wave cut notches and wave cut platforms form? 

10. How are beaches formed? 

11. What are the characteristics of a sandy beach and a pebble beach? 

12. How do sand dunes form? 

13. How do sand dunes change as you move inland?) 

14. How do spits and bars form? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section C- Physical landscapes in the UK / Glacial landscapes 

Define: 

1. Glacial erosion  

a. Plucking 

b. Abrasion 

2. Glacial weathering (freeze thaw) 

 

Answer: 

1. How do glaciers move (Basal sliding, rotational slip, internal deformation)? 

2. How d glaciers transport the plucked material? 

3. Why does glacial deposition take place? 

 

Explain (include diagrams) 

1. Erosional landforms: 

a. How corries are formed 

b. How arêtes and pyramidal peaks are formed 

c. How glacial troughs and hanging valleys are formed 

d. How truncated spurs occur 

2. Depositional landforms 

a. Moraine (Medial, lateral, ground, terminal) 

b. Drumlins 

c. Erratics 

 

 

 

 


