
Physics 

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 
 Are willing to think around problems 

 Have an interest in all of the science subjects 

 Enjoy the challenge of using scientific knowledge in new situations 

 Enjoy to carry out practical science. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

Unit 1 Mechanics 

 Motion – Scalars and Vectors,    Kin-

ematics, Linear Motion 
 Forces in Action – non Linear      

Motion, Equilibrium, Car Safety 

 Work and Energy – Energy         

Conservation, Power, Springs and 

Materials 

Unit 2 Electrons, Waves and  

Photons 
 Electric current, resistance, D.C. 

Circuits 
 Waves – Electromagnetic waves, 

Interference, Stationary waves 
 Quantum – Photoelectric Effect, 

Duality, Energy levels 

Unit 4 The Newtonian World 

 Newton’s Laws and Momentum, 

 Collisions Circular motion and              

oscillations 
 Thermal Physics 

Unit 3 Practical Skills in Physics 

Develops practical and investigative 
skills within contexts encountered    

during AS Physics.  This AS (practical 
skills) unit is teacher assessed and    

externally moderated. 

Unit 5 Fields, Particles and Fron-

tiers of Physics 
 Electric and Magnetic fields 

 Capacitors and exponential decay 

 Nuclear Physics 

 Medical Imaging 

 Modelling the Universe 

Unit 6  Practical Skills in Physics 2 

This unit assesses practical and                
investigative skills within contexts               

encountered during A Level Physics.   

Entry Requirements 

Grade B or above in both GCSE Science and GCSE Additional Science, or grade B 
or above in IGCSE Physics. Grade B in GCSE Mathematics is also required.  

What will this course prepare me for? 

Students with AS or A level Physics have a very valuable qualification that can 
form the basis for any degree in a scientific discipline. 

 
Physics combines well with Maths as an excellent basis for a degree in any of the 

engineering disciplines: electrical, electronic, mechanical, civil, chemical.  It is also 

a good subject for medicine and architecture. 
 

The numerical, analytical and problem-solving skills you develop in physics are 
recognised as very useful for careers in accountancy and computing. 



Chemistry 

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 
 Are willing to think around problems 

 Have an interest in all of the science subjects 

 Enjoy the challenge of using scientific knowledge in new situations 

 Enjoy the challenge of practical science. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

 Unit 1   Atoms, Bonds and 

Groups 

 Atomic structure and molecular           

shapes 
 Moles and equations 

 Chemical bonding 

Unit 2   Chains, Energy and  

Resources 
 Naming and drawing Organic  

      structures 

 Reactions of Organic molecules  

     including alkanes, alkenes and  

     alcohols 
 Energy changes in reactions 

Unit 4   Rings, Polymers and Anal-

ysis 
 Reactions of Organic molecules 

      including arenes, carbonyls and 

      amines 
 Formation, properties and uses of 

     polymers 
  Chemical analysis including                 

Unit 3 Practical Skills in  

Chemistry 1 
Develops practical and investigative 

skills within contexts encountered               
during AS Chemistry. 

This AS (practical skills) unit is teacher 

assessed and externally moderated and 
involves three tasks; one qualitative, 

one quantitative and one evaluative. 

Unit 6   Practical Skills in  

Chemistry  2 
This unit assesses practical and               

investigative skills developed within 
contexts encountered during the A Lev-

el Chemistry course. This A2 (practical 

skills) unit is teacher assessed and  
externally moderated and involves 

three tasks; one qualitative, one quan-
titative and one evaluative. 

Unit 5    Equilibrium, Energetics 

and Elements 
 Rate of reaction and equilibria 

 Acids, bases and buffers 

 Reactions and properties of  

     transition elements 

Entry Requirements 

Grade B or above in both GCSE Science and GCSE Additional Science, or grade B 
or above in GCSE Chemistry. Grade B in GCSE Mathematics is also required.  

What will this course prepare me for? 

Chemistry combines well with other scientific disciplines in addition to Maths as 
an excellent basis for a degree in Medicine, Pharmacy or Pharmacology. The            

numerical, analytical and problem-solving skills you develop in Chemistry are           
recognised as very useful for careers in Accountancy and Computing. 



Further Maths 

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 
 Enjoy mathematics and are interested in studying a mathematical subject 

     beyond A level 

 Have a natural flair for the subject with strong algebra skills. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

Further Pure 1 

 Matrices 

 Complex numbers 

 Proof 

 Sequences and Series 

Further Pure 3 

 Groups 

 Differential Equations 

 Further Trigonometry 

 More Complex Numbers 

Mechanics 1     

 Study of moving bodies 

 Straight line motion 

 Circular motion 

 

Mechanics 2 

 Work, Energy and Power 

 Potential Energy 

 Circular Motion 

 Moments 

Entry Requirements 

To follow an AS or A2 course in this subject, students must have followed a high-
er level GCSE course in mathematics.  Students are not recommended to take this 

course unless they have gained an A* grade at GCSE. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

A level in Further Maths is essential for any student wishing to study maths at 
university.  The majority of science and engineering courses also have a                  

substantial mathematical content and Further Maths will provide an excellent 
foundation for these subjects. 

 

Further Maths is a challenging A level which commands the respect of employers 
in many different fields. 

Statistics 2 

 Continuous Random Variables 

 The Normal Distribution 

 Sampling 

 Hypothesis Testing 

Statistics 3 

 Continuous Random Variables 

 Confidence Intervals 

 The t Distribution 

 Chi-Squared Tests 



Quantitative Methods AS 

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 

 Have an interest in Mathematics and problem solving 

 Are interested in how Maths can be applied in real life and realistic contexts. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

Introduction to Quantitative Methods 

 Use of ICT 

 Modelling 

 Statistics 

 Finance 

 Risk 

 Working with graphs and gradients 

 

Statistics 1     

 Summary Statistics 

 Probability 

 Probability Distributions 

 Correlation and Regression 

Decision 1 

 Algorithms 

 Networks 

 Linear Programming 

Entry Requirements 

To follow this AS course students should have followed a Higher Level GCSE 

course and obtained a minimum of a C grade. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

Many university courses (e.g. Social Sciences, Geography, Engineering, 

Healthcare) have a significant mathematical content.  AS Quantitative Methods 

supports learners with their mathematical needs in other subjects, as well as em-

ployment and real life.  Throughout the course students will tackle problems in a 

range of real life contexts and develop their problem solving skills. 



Mathematics 

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 
 Have an interest in mathematics and problem solving 

 Can cope with challenging concepts and don’t give up easily 

 Wish to apply for any university course which has some mathematical content. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

Core 1 (non-calculator) 

Algebra 
Geometry 

Trigonometry 
Calculus 

Mechanics 1 
Study of moving bodies 
Straight line motion 

Circular motion 

Decision Maths 

Algorithms 
Networks 

Linear programming 

Core 2 

Algebra 
Calculus 

Trigonometry 
Sequences and series 

Entry Requirements 

To follow an AS or A2 course in this subject, students should have followed a 
Higher Level GCSE course and obtained an A grade. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

Many university courses (eg. Sciences, Social Sciences, Geography,                 
Engineering, Healthcare) have a significant mathematical content. A level           

Mathematics provides a good foundation for such courses by considering a wide 
range of applications of Mathematics. 

 

Employees value qualifications in Mathematics both in terms of the subject            
content and also the problem solving skills which students develop throughout 

the course. 

Core 3 
Algebra 
Geometry 

Trigonometry 

Calculus 

Core 4 
Further differentiation 
and integration 

Further algebra 

Vectors 

Or 

Statistics 1 
Summary Statistics 
Probability 

Probability Distributions 

Correlation and Regression 



Geography 

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 
 Would like to acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of physical 

and human process 

 Would like to develop an understanding of the inter-relationship between 

people and their environments 

 Would like to understand how decisions are made about the use and   

management of resources and environments. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

Unit 1 Core Section (Physical) 

Rivers, Floods and Management 
(compulsory) and one of the following: 

 Cold Environments (optional) 

 Coastal Environments (optional) 

 Hot Desert Environments and Their 

      Margins (optional) 

 
Core Section (Human) 

Global Population Change (compulsory) 
and one of the following: 

 Food Supply Issues (optional) 

 Energy Issues (optional) 

 Health Issues (optional) 

Unit 2 Geographical Skills 

Application of Geographical Skills linked 
to fieldwork. All students take part in 

residential fieldwork to support this. 

Unit 3   
The Physical Options – 3 of the             
following topics will be covered: 

 Plate Tectonics and associated  

      hazards 
 Weather and Climate and 

      associated hazards 
 Challenges facing Ecosystems 

The Human Options 

 World Cities – evolution or     

      revolution? 
 Development and Globalisation 

 Contemporary Conflicts and     

      Challenges 

Unit 4b  Investigative skills 

Geographical Issue Evaluation. This is a 
pre-released document that involves 

the use of geographical skills and             
decision making. This is used in               

preparation for an examination - there 

is no coursework element to A2                  
Geography. 

Entry Requirements 

This course has been designed for candidates who normally have prior knowledge 

of Geography at GCSE level, but candidates may enrol for the qualification              

without any prior learning or attainment.  Students have normally achieved a 

grade B or above in Geography or English and a grade C or above in              

Mathematics.  

What will this course prepare me for? 

Students with AS or A level Geography will have access to a wide range of                   

possible careers and higher education opportunities. The skills used within the 

course are in high demand in both industry and at university level. Students 

would be able to embark upon a range careers such the Armed forces,       

Meterology, Environmental Science, Anthropology, Town planning, Disaster  

Emergency Planning, Police, Geology, Management, Computer Mapping,     

Teaching and Engineering. 



French 

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 
 Have an interest in languages. 

 Enjoy learning about other cultures and ways of life 

 Have an interest in business, travel or tourism, literature, journalism and the             

media 

 Want to keep their options open – French can be combined with a wide range of 

    subjects for a wide range of careers. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

Unit 1 Listening, Reading and 

Writing  
Candidates will answer a range of 

questions based on approximately 5 
minutes of heard material and on a 

selection of written stimulus texts. 

They will also respond in writing to a 
question based on one of the AS                 

topics.  
 

Exam: 2 hours 
Weighting: 70% of total AS marks, 

35% of total A Level marks. 

Unit 2 Speaking 

Candidates will discuss a                             
target-language stimulus card based on 

one of the AS topics and take part in a      
conversation covering three 

further AS topics. 

 
Exam: 35 minutes (including 20 

minutes preparation time) 
Weighting: 30% of total AS marks, 

15% of total A Level marks 

Unit 3 Listening, Reading and 

Writing  
Candidates will answer a range of 

questions based on approximately 6 
minutes of heard material and on a 

selection of written texts. They will also 

respond in writing to a question based 
on one of four A2 cultural topic areas.  

 
Exam: 2 ½ hours 

Weighting: 35% of the total 
A Level marks 

Unit 4 Speaking 

Candidates will present a point of view 
based on a target-language stimulus 

card from one of the A2 topic areas 
and take part in a conversation                

covering three further A2 topics. 

 
Exam: 35 minutes (including 20 

minutes preparation time) 
Weighting: 15% of total A Level 

marks 

Entry Requirements 

Students will have taken the Higher Level papers at GCSE, and gained a grade B 
or above, in order to study French at AS and A2 level. You will need to feel                  

confident at this level in the four language skills of listening, reading, writing and 
speaking. You will also need to have some knowledge and understanding of the 

culture and way of life of the country studied. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

There will be a range of opportunities open to you, where you can continue to 
use and further develop your language skills and knowledge of contemporary     

society. Some students choose to do degree courses in languages; others choose 
to pursue a higher education course in another subject, but choose a language 

option alongside it. Having a language at AS or A level will improve your                      

employability, particularly with international companies. Whether you are                    
interested in continuing your studies or working at home or abroad, a language 

course at AS or A level is an excellent step towards achieving your goals. 



Spanish 

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 
 Have an interest in languages 

 Enjoy learning about other cultures and ways of life 

 Have an interest in business, travel or tourism, literature, journalism and the             

media 

 Want to keep their options open – Spanish can be combined with a wide range of 

    subjects for a wide range of careers. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

Unit 1 Listening, Reading and 

Writing  
Candidates will answer a range of 

questions based on approximately 5 
minutes of heard material and on a 

selection of written stimulus texts. 

They will also respond in writing to a 
question based on one of the AS                 

topics.  
 

Exam: 2 hours 
Weighting: 70% of total AS marks, 

35% of total A Level marks. 

Unit 2 Speaking 

Candidates will discuss a                             
target-language stimulus card based on 

one of the AS topics and take part in a      
conversation covering three 

further AS topics. 

 
Exam: 35 minutes (including 20 

minutes preparation time) 
Weighting: 30% of total AS marks, 

15% of total A Level marks 

Unit 3 Listening, Reading and 

Writing  
Candidates will answer a range of 

questions based on approximately 6 
minutes of heard material and on a 

selection of written texts. They will also 

respond in writing to a question based 
on one of four A2 cultural topic areas.  

 
Exam: 2 ½ hours 

Weighting: 35% of the total 
A Level marks 

Unit 4 Speaking 

Candidates will present a point of view 
based on a target-language stimulus 

card from one of the A2 topic areas 
and take part in a conversation                

covering three further A2 topics. 

 
Exam: 35 minutes (including 20 

minutes preparation time) 
Weighting: 15% of total A Level 

marks 

Entry Requirements 

Students will have taken the Higher Level papers at GCSE, and gained a grade B 
or above, in order to study Spanish at AS and A2 level. You will need to feel                  

confident at this level in the four language skills of listening, reading, writing and 
speaking. You will also need to have some knowledge and understanding of the 

culture and way of life of the country studied. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

There will be a range of opportunities open to you, where you can continue to 
use and further develop your language skills and knowledge of contemporary     

society. Some students choose to do degree courses in languages; others choose 
to pursue a higher education course in another subject, but choose a language 

option alongside it. Having a language at AS or A level will improve your                      

employability, particularly with international companies. Whether you are                    
interested in continuing your studies or working at home or abroad, a language 

course at AS or A level is an excellent step towards achieving your goals. 



History 

Is this course for me? 

On this course you will have the opportunity to study aspects of both British and 
European History. You will explore historical themes and concepts and you will 

learn how to think and write from a historical perspective. 
This course will appeal to those students who: 

 Are interested in history 

 Who want to develop their analytical and research skills 

 Who wish to pursue careers in areas such as education, law, journalism and 

banking. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

Unit 1 European and World 

History Enquiries  
This is a document studies unit. The 

study topics have been expanded. The 
one undertaken will be ‘Dictatorship 

and Democracy in Germany 1933-63. 

At the end of the unit candidates will 
be assessed in a one hour and thirty 

minutes examination using source 
material. It is worth 50% at AS and 

25% at A2. 

Unit 2 This is a study in British 

History  
The area studied will be key issues on 

three Prime Ministers, William Pitt, Lord 
Liverpool and Robert Peel in the period 

1783-1846. At the end of the unit               

candidates will be assessed in a one 
and a half hour examination. Two es-

says will have to be answered from a 
choice of three. It is worth 50% at AS 

and 25% at A2 

Unit 3 Historical Interpretations 

and Investigations  
This is a Coursework Unit. Students 

must produce two pieces of coursework 
(2000 words each), one centred on 

Interpretations and one focusing on 

Investigations. Students will investigate 
the Cold War. The work is internally 

assessed and individual study allows 
candidates to pursue their own                  

interests. It is worth 20% of the final 
marks. 

Unit 4 Historical Theme 

Candidates will study Britain and 
Ireland 1798- 1921. There is an 

emphasis on patterns of change and 
continuity. The work is assessed by 

a two hour examination answering 2 

essays from a choice of 3. This unit is 
worth 30% of the final grade. 

Entry Requirements 

Whilst it is preferable for you to have studied GCSE History, it is possible to take 
this course if you have good GCSE grades in other literary based subjects. It is 

expected that students will have a grade B or above in English Language or in 
other essay based subjects to cope with the written demands of this course.  

What will this course prepare me for? 

As well as being a qualification to continue to study history at degree level, the 
skills acquired through the study of history are very much in demand. History is a 

good training for administration and large numbers of history graduates go on to 
posts in management requiring leadership. Many go on to work in publishing, 

journalism and broadcasting, industry and commerce. You can also take specialist 

careers in teaching, museum work, archive conservation and library work. 



Religious Studies 

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 
 Have an interest in and an enthusiasm for the study of religion 

 Can use an enquiring, critical and empathetic approach to the study of          

religion 

 Enjoy discussing and reflecting upon various moral and ethical issues 

 Would like to do a subject which offers varied career opportunities. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

Unit 1 Philosophy of Religion 

You will study the nature and evidence 
for Miracles; you will explore the argu-

ments for the existence of God by look-
ing at the Teleological Argument. You 

will discuss the creation of the world 

from the Judaic-Christian viewpoint 

Unit 2 Religious Ethics 

You will study Situation Ethics and Utili-
tarianism with the view of applying the-

se to Ethical Issues. You will also study 
the nature and value of human life and 

Abortion and Euthanasia. 

Unit 3 Philosophy of Religion 

This unit offers the opportunity to ex-
plore the philosophical questions that 

present itself in the world such as The 
Problem of Evil and the arguments for 

the existence of God. You will also look 

at the issues of the body and soul and 
how people use language to talk about 

God. 

Unit 4 Religious Ethics 

This unit provides the opportunity to 
explore an in-depth study into Religious 

Ethics.  You will explore the use of  
religious law(s) both in scripture and 

from religious teaching and guidance 

about behaviour and how to determine 
good and bad, right and wrong.  You 

will also study secular ethical theories 
and apply these to medical ethics such 

as stem cell research and cloning. 

Entry Requirements 

To follow this course students should have achieved a grade B or above in              
Religious Education at GCSE. It is hoped that grade B or above would also be 

achieved in GCSE English Language in order to cope with the written                    
requirements of the course. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

After studying AS or A2 Religious Studies you will be an ideal candidate for            
working and communicating with others. The course could prepare students for a 

wide range of different university courses and careers in Teaching, Law, Social 
Services, Counselling, the Police Force and the Armed Forces. 



Food Technology (Nutrition) 

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to students who: 
 Are enthusiastic and have a genuine interest in food 

 Can work in a practical environment and develop a range of skills 

 Would like to pursue a career in food related business/industries 

 Like to keep up to date with new technology 

 Enjoy practical subjects 

 Like to investigate and solve problems. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

Unit 1 – Materials, Components 

and Application  
 

Examined Unit: 50% of total AS marks.  
25% of total A level marks 

 

You will study nutrition, health, social 
factors, dietary needs and food choic-

es.  You will look at current issues and 
product development. 

Unit 2 – Learning through Design 

and Marketing 
 

Coursework Unit: 50% of total As 

marks. 25% of total A level marks 
 

You will study food design and                   
marketing and produce a portfolio of 

practical work. 

Unit 3 – Design & Manufacture 

 
Examined Unit: 25% of total A level 

marks 
 

You will study food science, processes 

and industrial manufacture.  You will 
look at nutrition and the chemical  

composition of foods.  You will need to 
be able to demonstrate your                          

understanding of product development. 

Unit 4 - Design & Making Practice 

 
Coursework Unit: 25% of total A level 

marks. 
 

You will need to demonstrate that you 

can work independently and transfer 
your knowledge of design to practical 

product development.  Clear                        
communication and development of a 

design proposal are key to producing a 
high quality design portfolio. 

 

Entry Requirements 

To follow an AS or A2 course in food technology you should have achieved grade 
C or above in GCSE Food Technology and Chemistry.  A good understanding of 

practical food production will also be of benefit.  An enthusiasm and strong                   
interest in food and nutrition to enable you to build on levels of knowledge and 

understanding. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

A variety of University degrees in food related subjects.  Possible career opportu-
nities include: Food Technologist, Food Product Development, Teaching, Hospital-

ity & Catering, Armed Forces, Food Manufacturing, Licensed Trade, Nutritionist, 
Dietician. Food technology can also be combined with other subjects for example 
Chemistry, P.E. and Health and Social Care. 



Textiles 

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to students who: 
 Have a strong interest in the world of textiles and fashion 

 Enjoy studying an imaginative, creative and ever-changing subject 

 Like to keep up to date with new technology 

 Like to investigate and solve problems 

 Enjoy practical subjects 

 Want to keep their options open—Textiles is a useful choice as it can be  

      combined with a wide range of subjects –humanities / arts / sciences. 
 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

Unit 1 – Materials, Components 

and Application  
 

Source and classification of the main 
fibre groups 

Yarn types and properties 

Fabric manufacture and finishes 
Product components 

Industrial and commercial practices 
Development and design 

Unit 2 – Coursework 
 

Individual product design and  

Manufacturing.  Context selected by 

the student—could be a garment or a 
textile product that combines pattern 

making skills with creativity to produce 
a finished high quality piece 
 

Unit 3 – Design & Manufacture 

 
Testing and comparing fabrics 

Combining fabrics 
Developments in Textiles Technology 

Design in the human context 

Industrial and commercial practice 

Unit 4 - Coursework 

 
Individual product design and  

Manufacturing.  Context selected by 
the student—could be a garment or a 

textile product that combines pattern 

making skills with creativity to produce 
a finished high quality piece 

Entry Requirements 

You need to have studied Textiles, and gained a grade C or above at GSCE.  
GCSE courses provide a foundation of knowledge for AS and A2 Level.  It is im-

portant that you have a strong interest in the world of textiles and fashion and 
want to develop both your creative and manufacturing skills, as well as build on 

your levels of knowledge and understanding. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

Students with AS or A2 Level Textiles can go on to a wide range of possible  
higher education courses or career opportunities.  The course can lead directly to 

several fields of textile and fashion design.  In addition Textiles can combine with 
either science or humanities based subjects to provide a foundation for higher 

education courses. 



BTEC Engineering 
Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 
 Have a strong interest in the world of engineering 

 Enjoy developing practical engineering skills 

 Are prepared to develop skills in Mathematics to support their            

ambitions in Engineering 

 Like to investigate and solve problems 

 Like to keep up to date with new technology. 

Core Units 

Course Overview 

    Health and Safety in the Engineering Workplace  

    Communications for Engineering Technicians  

    Engineering Project  

    Mathematics for Engineering Technicians  

    Mechanical Principles and Applications  

    Electrical and Electronic Principles 

 
There are also a choice of  5 additional optional units. 

 Engineering Drawing for Technicians 

 Computer Aided Drafting in Engineering 

 Fabrication Processes in Engineering 

 Applications of Computer Numerical Control in Engineering 

 Electrical installation 

 

 
 

Entry Requirements 

You will need at least 6 GCSEs at Grades A*-C including: 
English Language grade B 

Mathematics grade B 
Candidates studying BTEC Engineering at level 2 must attain at least a Merit 

grade in this qualification, plus the English and Maths requirements. 

It is important that you have a strong interest in Engineering. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

Successful students will be able to access Advanced Level Apprenticeship                     
opportunities at level 3 within the engineering sector or Foundation Degree            

programme at a local university. 

This qualification route will enable the successful applicant to progress onto an 

Advanced level Apprenticeship (Level 3) or a Foundation Degree Programme.  

The Engineering course at St John’s focuses on employability skills by delivering 

qualifications that are delivered and accessed in a modern industrial environment.  

     BTEC Edexcel Level 3 Diploma in Engineering (2 A level equivalent) 

Students also study: 

 Award in Employment Rights and Responsibilities for New Entrants into the 

Engineering and Manufacturing Industries (QCF) Level2. 

 Level 2 NVQ in Performing Engineering Operations. 

 Functional skills at Level 2, Maths, English and ICT. 



Design 
Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 
 Have a strong interest in the world of Design 

 Enjoy studying an imaginative, creative and ever-changing subject 

 Like to keep up to date with new technology 

 Like to investigate and solve problems 

 Enjoy practical subjects. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

Unit 1 – Materials, Components 

and Application  
Examined unit in which students will 

study issues to enhance their               
knowledge and understanding of a 

range of materials and be able to apply 

this to different contexts including: 
 Materials and components – 

wide ranging materials and their 

applications 
 Design and market influences – 

environmental issues, ergonomics 

and anthropometric data, consumer 

issues 
 Processes and manufacturing – 

fabrication methods 

Unit 2 – Learning through                   

Designing and Making  
In this unit you develop your creative, 

technical and practical skills through 
product investigation, design and man-

ufacturing solutions. You will              

analyse selected products to test                
performance, materials and quality; 

select a focus for ‘blue sky thinking’ 
design work; develop manufacturing 

skills by selecting a product which     
combines a wide range of hand and 

CAD techniques. This results in a final 

portfolio and product. 

Unit 3 – Design and Manufacture 

Examined unit in which students will 
build on and add to the knowledge and 

understanding gained in Unit 2                
including: 

 Materials and components – 

building on AS level knowledge 

leading to evolution and selection of 
materials and components 

 Design and market influences  - 

technological developments, the 
role of the designer, communication 

methods, past and present design-

ers 
 Processes and manufacturing – 

ICT applications, product develop-

ment and systems 

Unit 4 – Design and Making            

Practice  
Individual product design and                

manufacturing – either Resistant                
Material or Graphical.  Context selected 

by the student – could be graphic            

design, product design, architectural, 
furniture or jewellery.  You need to be 

creative and adventurous in your work 
and reflect how a professional designer 

might deal with a design problem and 
its resolution. 

 

Entry Requirements 

You need to have studied either Product Design, Graphic Products or Engineering, 
and gained a grade C or above at GCSE.  GCSE courses provide a foundation of 

knowledge for AS and A2 Level.  It is important that you have a strong interest in 
Design and want to develop both your creative and manufacturing skills, as well 

as build on your levels of knowledge and understanding. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

Students with AS or A2 Level Design can go on to a wide range of possible higher 
education courses or career opportunities.  The course can lead directly to several 

fields of product or graphic design.  In addition design and technology also             
combines effectively with a range of sciences, humanities and mathematics             

subjects and can provide a useful platform for further study in areas such as               

architecture, engineering, management, ergonomics, urban planning and               
education. 



Psychology 

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 
 Are interested in exploring human behaviour 

 Who want to take part in discussions on topics which will reflect upon their 

own lives. 
 Who would like to pursue careers working with people. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

Unit 1 

 Cognitive psychology; memory and 

the effects of memory in everyday 
life. 

 Developmental psychology; early 

social development, attachment and 

effects of day care. 
 Research methods; data analysis 

 

Unit 2 

 Biological psychology; stress, coping 

and managing stress in everyday 
life 

 Social psychology; conformity,    

obedience and independent        

behaviour. 
 Individual differences; defining    

abnormality and therapies to treat 

abnormalities. 

Unit 3  

 Relationships; formation,           

maintenance and breakdown of   
relationships and the effects of early 

experience on adult relationships. 
 Aggression; explanations of         

aggression both social and biological 
explanations. 

 Eating behaviour; explanations of 

eating disorders and factors        
effecting eating behaviour. 

Unit 4  

 Psychopathology – the             

classification, diagnosis and          
therapies in relation to OCD 

 Psychology in action – effects of 

media on behaviour. 

 Psychological research and                    

scientific method – the application 
of scientific method to the real 

world. 

Entry Requirements 

There is no prescribed prior knowledge required for this qualification. However, it 
is recommended that students have achieved a grade B or above in GCSE English 

and grade C in Maths. An important aspect of Psychology is having an enquiring 
mind and an interest in why people behave in the way they do. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

This subject will prepare students for Higher Education in any subject area, but will 
equally prepare them for the challenges of life in the twenty-first century. A              

Psychology degree is critical if you would like to take up a career as an Educational, 
Industrial, Criminal or Occupational Psychologist. Other relevant career paths            
include management, personnel, teaching and the police force. 



Sociology 

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 
 Take an interest in people 

 Have an interest in the society in which they live 

 Enjoy discussing and reflecting upon their own lives 

 Would like to do a subject which offers varied career opportunities. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

Unit 1 Families and Households 

(SCLY1) 
Written paper – 1 hour (40% of total 

AS mark – 20% of total A Level mark) 
 

 The relationship of the family to 

      social structure and change. 

 Changing patterns of the family,     

      including marriage divorce and the 
      changing household structure. 

 Gender roles and power. 

 The nature of childhood and  

      changes of status in the family. 

Unit 2 Education/Sociological 

Methods (SCLY2) 
Written paper – 2 hours (60% of total 

AS mark – 30% of total A Level mark) 
 

The role and purpose of education – its 

relationship with social class, gender 
and ethnicity coupled with the                   

application of sociological research 
methods. 

Unit 3 Beliefs in Society (SCLY3) 

Written paper – 1 hour 30 mins (20% 
of total A Level mark) 

 
 The significance of religion in the 

      contemporary world. 

 A view of religious organisation 

     including sects/cults, New Age 

      movements. 
 The relationship between religious 

      beliefs and social change and  

      stability. 

 The relationship between different 

      social groups and their social  
      practice. 

Unit 4 Crime and Deviance 

(SCLY4) 
Written paper – 2 hours (30% of the 

total A Level mark) 
 

 Different theories of crime,      

      deviance, social order and social 

      control. 
 The connections between        

      sociological theory and methods. 

 The social distribution of crime and 

      deviance by age, gender, ethnicity, 

      class and locality, including recent 
      patterns in crime. 

Entry Requirements 

Grade B or above in GCSE English in order to cope with the written requirements 
of the course.  GCSE sociology is not required. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

Students with AS or A2 Level in Sociology have access to a wide range of possible 
careers.  The nature of this subject makes the student an ideal candidate at all       

levels of communication, working with others and improving their own methods of 
learning. This course could prepare students for careers in Social Services,                 

Teaching, Media, Personnel and the Services. 



Law 

Is this course for me? 

The study of Law allows you to develop skills in critical thinking, the ability to an-
alyse, and the foundation on which to make sound judgements. 

Law will appeal to those students who: 
 are generally interested in the law 

 enjoy discussing current legal issues 

 have an inquiring mind and wish to develop reasoning skills. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

Unit 1 Law Making and the 
Legal System Unit one is made 
up of two sections: In section A 
students learn about how law is 
made and how it is interpreted by 
the judges in the court rooms. In 
section B students learn about 
the legal system - how the courts 
work and the types of people who 
work in the legal system. This 
involves study of magistrates, the 
jury, solicitors, barristers, legal 
executives and judges. Students 
also learn how it is possible to 
finance a case that might go to 
court. 

Unit 2 The Concept of Liability 
Unit two also involves study of two  
sections. In the first section stu-
dents will learn about simple crimes 
such as common law assault and 
battery, actual bodily harm and 
grievous bodily harm. 
In the second section students will 
learn about the basic principles of 
law of negligence. 

Unit 3 Criminal Law (Offences 
against the Person) 
Unit three involves detailed 
study of criminal law. Students 
will learn about murder, 
manslaughter and much more 
detail about the assaults studied 
in unit 2. Students will also learn 
about some of the defences 
available such as intoxication and 
self-defence. 

Unit 4 Criminal Law ad the 
Concepts of Law (Offences 
against Property) 
Unit four involves more study of 
criminal law. Students will learn 
about theft and robbery, burglary, 
blackmail, fraud, making off 
without payment and criminal 
damage. In addition students 
will study relevant defences such 
as intoxication, duress and self-
defence. Unit four also involves 
study of some of the underlying 
concepts of law such as: 
law and morals, law and justice, 
judicial creativity, fault and how 
the law balances 

Entry Requirements 

GCSE English at grade B or above. You do not need to have studied Law at GCSE. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

Many students study law because they intend to become a solicitor or barrister or 
go into the police force. Other students study law for interest. Whatever the reason 

for studying law, students not only learn about the procedures of the legal system 
and laws, they also acquire excellent analytical and reasoning skills. Such skills are 

very attractive to future employers and as such law graduates can expect to fair well 

in the employment market. 



BTEC Susbidiary Diploma Art 
Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 
 Have an interest in Art and Design 

 Have strength in practical outcomes to problems 

 Have creative, lively minds and are willing to question and investigate 

 Would like to follow a career in Art and Design 

 Are eager to appreciate Art in its wider sense through visiting galleries,                 

museums and being aware of Art-related issues, architecture, design and            
craftwork. 

Unit 1   Visual recording in Art and Design 

Course Overview 

This unit aims to broaden and deepen learner skills, knowledge and                          

understanding of creative thinking, across contemporary and historical art and 
design, in order to inform their own practice. The learners will investigate                

contextual sources to explore and analyse the creative ideas of different                      
practitioners. Through this process learners will analyse the ideas and concepts 

used by practitioners for different purposes and produce outcomes that                            

demonstrate an understanding of context and audience. The work will be centre 
assessed and this unit will equate to 1/3 of your mark for year 12. 

This unit aims to extend learners ability to select and visually record from a range 

of sources in order to communicate information to different audiences,    using 
appropriate presentation methods and for a range of specific purposes. This unit 

is about developing learners visual recording skills as an exploratory tool in com-
municating different ideas. Learners will use primary sources to work from direct 

observation, developing their skill and understanding, to communicate and ex-

press creative ideas. The work will be centre assessed and this unit will equate to 
1/3 of your mark for year 12. 

The aim of this unit is to develop learners skills and understanding in working 

safely and creatively with the materials, techniques and processes associated with 
their specialist pathway. It will enable learners to explore, experiment with and 

understand the use of a range of materials, techniques and processes. The work 
will be centre assessed and this unit will equate to 1/3 of your mark for year 12. 

Entry Requirements 

It is recommended but not essential to have studied Art at GCSE before                        
embarking on a BTEC in Art and Design course. An ability and, perhaps more             

importantly, a genuine interest, is important. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

The BTEC in Art and Design can lead to an Art Foundation; courses in Higher                           
Education related to Art and Design, or into work in the Art industry. Alternatively 

it can support other subjects in application for higher education studies. Popular               
areas of employment have included fine art, architecture, graphic design, interior 

design, surface pattern design. Other opportunities could be in television or the 

theatre, museums or galleries, photography or film, fashion or furniture design, 
jewellery design, animation, advertising, illustration etc. 

The course is made up of 3 mandatory units and 3 optional units. Below are          
descriptions of the 3 mandatory units. The additional 3 units are decided upon 
jointly between the candidates and teachers to reflect the candidates’ strengths 
and interests. Coursework is continually assessed and candidates are awarded 
either, pass, merit or distinction.  

Unti 2  Materials techniques and processes in Art and Design  

Unti 2  Ideas and concepts in Art and Design 



BTEC Subsidiary Diploma Travel and Tourism 

Is this course for me? 

The course will appeal to those students who: 

 Have a keen interest in Travel and Tourism 

 Have an aptitude for coursework 

 Enjoy studying a subject that is relevant to their own lives and experiences 

 Want the opportunity to carry out practical work 

  Want to find out more about the subject through personal investigation. 

Units of Study 

Course Overview 

 Investigating the Travel and Tourism sector  

 The business of Travel and Tourism 

 The  UK as a destination 

 Customer service in Travel and Tourism 

 European destinations 

 Long haul travel destinations  

Entry Requirements 

You do not need to have studied Travel and Tourism before in order to take a Lev-

el 3 BTEC Subsidiary Diploma in this subject. It is more important that you have a 

strong interest in this vocational area from the point of view of your career.       

Previous study of Business and/or Geography are useful, as is a qualification in a 

foreign language. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

Students with a Level 3 BTEC Subsidiary Diploma have access to a wide range of 

career and higher education opportunities.  It supports applications for degree 

courses such as Travel and Tourism Management or Marketing.  It is also possible 

to go straight into employment – which could include further training in areas such 

as Tour Operations, Airlines and Business Travel. 

This qualification is the equivalent of one GCE A-Level. The course is assessed 

through coursework only and the assessment procedures are externally                   

moderated.  You must be able to manage your own learning and be good at 

working to deadlines to successfully complete the course. 



BTEC  Diploma Health and Social Care 

Is this course for me? 

The course will appeal to those students who: 
 Enjoy studying a subject that is relevant to their own lives and experiences 

 Want an opportunity to carry out practical work as well as class work 

 Enjoy discovering about themselves in practical situations 

 Want to find out more about the subject through personal investigation 

 Are interested in the caring organisations and the clients they serve 

 Want to move on to a related career or higher education course. 

Unit 1 – Complementary Therapies 

Course Overview 

The aim of this unit is to provide an understanding of a range of complementary 

therapies, and in particular their role in relation to conventional medicine.                 
Students will gain practical experience and will be useful for those who aim to 

progress to further or higher study. 

This qualification is the equivalent of 2 A-Levels and is assessed through           

coursework only. The assessment procedures are both internally and externally 
moderated.  You will study the eight units outlined below, though some of these 

may vary from year to year plus six optional units. You need to be aware that you 
have to study the subject over two years. 

Unit 2 – Personal and Professional Development in Health and Social 

Students will complete 100 hours of work experience to allow them to gain hands 

on experience in various health and social care settings. Students will draw up a 
personal plan for self-development over the duration of their programme as              

appropriate for their personal abilities and aspirations. This unit is an essential for 
anyone wanting to go into health and social care work or study it at a higher lev-

el. 

Unit 3 – Dealing with challenging behaviour 

Challenging behaviour may occur within a health or social care context, and the 

awareness and understanding gained through this unit will provide learners with 
opportunities for reflection and development, and help to prepare them for the 

health and social care workforce. This unit can also be valuable for those who 
want to go onto work with young children or individuals with special needs.  

Unit 6  – Fundamentals of Anatomy and Physiology for Health and  

Social Care 

This unit provides the core understanding of human physiology that underpins 

the study of the specialist physiology units within this programme. The unit also 
provides an overview of body functioning that is valuable for anyone working in a 

field relating to health and social care. Students will take part in regular practical 
activities to allow them to practice techniques on the body functions.  



Entry Requirements 

The most important things you need in order to take Health & Social Care is a live-
ly and enquiring mind, an interest in the caring professions, a willingness to ex-

plore new ideas and an ability to communicate your ideas effectively.  You must 
also enjoy coursework and be well organised.  If you have studied BTEC First              

Certificate in Health and Social Care you must have achieved a merit to study this 

course further. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

A qualification in this subject would help in pursuing a career in the follow-
ing areas: 
 Nursing 
 Midwifery 
 Social work 
 Health care and health promotion 
 Community work 
 Residential care 
It is also possible to pursue a related subject in Higher Education. 

Unit 5 – Sociological perspectives for Health and Social Care 

Students will be introduced to the application of the different sociological                   

approaches to the understanding of a number of concepts within health and          
social care. This will include the exploration of the social dimension of health and             

illness. 

Unit 6 – Nutrition for Health and Social Care 

Learners will investigate the importance of nutrition for different population 

groups, and relate this to risks to health as well as to socio-economic factors that 
influence food intakes. Learners will carry out a quantitative study of the food 

intake of a chosen individual, analyse it in relation to the health and lifestyle 
choices of the individual chosen, and prepare a plan to improve the nutritional 

intake of the individual. 



BTEC Extended Diploma Health and Social Care 

Is this course for me? 

The course will appeal to those students who: 
 Enjoy studying a subject that is relevant to their own lives and experiences 

 Want an opportunity to carry out practical work as well as class work 

 Enjoy discovering about themselves in practical situations 

 Want to find out more about the subject through personal investigation 

 Are interested in the caring organisations and the clients they serve 

 Want to move on to a related career or higher education course. 

Unit 1 – Developing Effective Communication in Health and Social Care 

Course Overview 

This unit allows students to develop the skills of effective interpersonal interaction 

and communication essential to the operation of health and social care services. 
The unit will enable learners to analyse factors that enhance communication and 

will have the opportunity to use these in work experience.  

This qualification is the equivalent to 3 A-Levels and is assessed through             

coursework only and the assessment procedures are both internally and                 
externally moderated.  You will study the eight core units some of which are                 

outlined below, though some of these may vary from year to year plus eight               
optional units. You need to be aware that you have to study the subject over two 

years. 

Unit 2 - Equality, Diversity and Rights in Health and Social Care 

This unit investigates how equality, diversity and rights are central to the effective 

operation of health and social care services. It explores discriminatory practice 
and its potential effects on patients/service users. 

Unit 3  – Development through the life stages 

Students will learn about the needs of individuals at different stages of 
life, including their potential care needs. Students will be encouraged to 
use real life experiences from themselves or patients/service users from 
their work experience to gain understanding of how care needs may differ 
for individuals.  

Unit 4 – Health, Safety and Security in Health and Social Care 

This unit allows students to actively take part in carrying out a local survey of a 

local environment used by a group of patients/service users. They will then           
examine the potential hazards and security issues which may occur and devise 

strategies to share with health care settings on how to minimise these risks.  



Unit 5 – Personal and Professional Development in Health and Social 

Care 

Students will complete a minimum of 50 hours work experience to allow them to 

gain hands on experience in various health and social care settings. Students will 
draw up a personal plan for self-development over the duration of their                 

programme as appropriate for their personal abilities and aspirations.  

Unit 6- Public Health 

This unit aims to develop understanding of the role of public health systems, their 

origin and development, and the range of key groups in influencing public health 
policy. Learners will also identify current patterns of ill health and consider factors 

affecting health in the United Kingdom.  

Entry Requirements 

The most important things you need in order to take Health & Social Care is a live-
ly and enquiring mind, an interest in the caring professions, a willingness to ex-

plore new ideas and an ability to communicate your ideas effectively.  You must 
also enjoy coursework and be well organised.  If you have studied BTEC First              

Certificate in Health and Social Care you must have achieved a merit to study this 

course further. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

A qualification in this subject would help in pursuing a career in the follow-
ing areas: 
 Nursing 
 Midwifery 
 Social work 
 Health care and health promotion 
 Community work 
 Residential care 
It is also possible to pursue a related subject in Higher Education. 



BTEC Subsidiary Diploma Business 

Is this course for me? 

The course will appeal to those students who: 
 Have a strong interest in this subject from a career point of view and want to 

learn how businesses are organised and how they operate 

 Enjoy investigative and project work 

 Want to keep their options open – Business can be a useful choice for a wide 

range of careers and can be combined with many other subjects. 

Course Overview 

Units of Study 

 The  Business Environment 

 Business Resources 

 Introduction to Marketing 

 Business Communication 

 Business Accounting 

 Creative Product Promotion 

Entry Requirements 

You do not need to have studied Business before in order to take this course,  

although a GCSE at grade C or BTEC First at Merit would help.  It is more  

important that you have a strong interest in the subject from a career point of 

view.  

What will this course prepare me for? 

Students with a Level 3 BTEC Subsidiary Diploma in Business have access to a  

wide range of career and higher education opportunities.  You can start a career 

in business armed with an excellent knowledge of how businesses operate.  In 

particular you will have a head start in careers within marketing and human           

resources. 

 

Business combines well with a range of social science, humanities and                    

mathematics subjects to lead to university courses in areas such as business,  

economics, law and accountancy.  You will gain a valuable insight into the            

business world which will add value to your vocational studies. 

This course is assessed through coursework only and is the equivalent of one GCE 

A Level.  The assessment procedures are externally moderated.  You must be 

able to manage your own learning and be good at working to deadlines to                   

successfully complete the course.   



BTEC Diploma Business 

Is this course for me? 

The course will appeal to those students who: 
 Have a strong interest in this subject from a career point of view and want to 

learn how businesses are organised and how they operate 

 Enjoy investigative and project work 

 Want to keep their options open – Business can be a useful choice for a wide 

range of careers and can be combined with many other subjects. 

Course Overview 

Units of Study 

 - Internet marketing 

 - Recruitment and selection 
 - Development planning for a career in  Business  

 - Website design strategy 
 - Starting a small business 

 - Understanding Business Sectors 

Students also study units from the Subsidiary Diploma 

Entry Requirements 

You do not need to have studied Business before in order to take this course,  

although a GCSE at grade C or a merit at BTEC would help.  It is more important 

that you have a strong interest in the subject from a career point of view.  

What will this course prepare me for? 

Students with a Level 3 BTEC Subsidiary Diploma in Business have access to a 

wide range of career and higher education opportunities.  You can start a career 

in business armed with an excellent knowledge of how businesses operate.  In 

particular you will have a head start in careers within marketing and human           

resources. 

Business combines well with a range of social science, humanities and                    

mathematics subjects to lead to university courses in areas such as business,  

economics, law and accountancy.  You will gain a valuable insight into the            

business world which will add value to your vocational studies. 

This course is assessed through coursework only and is the equivalent of two GCE 

A Levels.  The assessment procedures are externally moderated.  You must be 

able to manage your own learning and be good at working to deadlines to                   

successfully complete the course.   



Physical Education  

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 
 Have an interest in fitness, health and athletic performance. 

 Enjoy learning how the body changes and adapts with training. 

 Wants to learn the psychological aspects of sport performance. 

 Enjoy analysing, participating and observing physical performance. 

 Shows an interest in the social, cultural and ethical areas of global sport. 

 Shows a willingness to develop other roles within sport. 

 Can practically perform within 2 roles at AS and 1 at A2. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

Unit 1 (PHED1) 

This unit covers opportunities for and 
the effects of leading a healthy and 

active lifestyle.  Topics include            
physiological effects of adopting a 

healthy lifestyle, effects of exercise and 

training on the body, analysis of          
sporting movements and the impact of 

psychological factors on performance. 
 

Assessed via written exam (2hrs) which 
contributes to 60% of AS grade. 

Unit 2 (PHED2) 

This unit allows for analysis and evalu-
ation of physical activity as             

performer or in adopted roles such as 
coach, official etc.  This is the AS 

coursework module (40%).  Practical 

Assessment in two roles (these may be 
from different sports), eg coach/

performer/referee/judge etc.                    
Opportunities have to be taken in Year 

11 and also Year 12 to extend skills in 
coaching or officiating as part of the 

schools extra curricular programme. 

Unit 3 (PHED 3) 

This unit focuses on optimising               
performance and evaluating                    

contemporary issues within sport. This 
will involve analysis of elite training 

methods, sports injuries, reflection of                     

psychological theories behind                     
performance.  New elements include 

the development of sports as a result 
of media, commercial and technological 

changes towards their modern day  
formats. 

 

Unit 4 (PHED 4) 

Titled philosophical problems, candi-
dates will be assessed in their ability to 

evaluate their own performance of the 
within a competitive situation as either 

a player or in an adopted role.  This is 

20% of A2 mark.  This will take the 
form of a written piece of work and 

evidence of practical performance. 

Entry Requirements 

It is not a requirement that you should have previously studied PE in order to take 
an AS or A2 in this subject, however it can be an advantage. There is a need for 

practical competency in one sport, however a commitment to coaching/officiating 
is also expected of all candidates. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

 Physical Education training and teaching 

 Leisure and Management 

 Physiotherapy 

 Armed Forces 

 Sports Science Investigation 

 Sports psychology/training and finance careers 

 Sports coaching/officiating 

 A range of university courses. 



Economics 

Is this course for me?                  
This course will appeal to students who want to understand the relevance of     
economics to real world issues.  
 It incorporates mathematics to study the factors that influence income, wealth 

and well being 
 Provides an excellent grounding in the UK’s national and global economy 

which affects all organisations and employers in the UK 
 Improves problem solving skills, your ability to think logically, and to think in 

terms of the short term and long term consequences of actions. 
 
Economics complements a range of A Level subjects including Maths, ICT,                  
Sociology, History, Engineering, Geography and Business Studies. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

Unit 1 – ECON1 

Economics: Markets and Market 
Failure 
This Unit introduces candidates to  
microeconomics. Candidates will be 

required to acquire knowledge and  
understanding of some basic  

microeconomic models and to apply the-

se to current problems and issues. Basic 
microeconomic models such as  

demand and supply, the operation of the 
price mechanism, and causes of market 

failure are central to this  
Module. 

 
50% of AS, 25% of A Level 

1 hour 15 minutes examination.  

Unit 2 – ECON2 

Economics: The National Economy 
This Unit introduces candidates to           

macroeconomics. 
Candidates will be required to acquire 

knowledge and understanding of  
Aggregate Demand/Aggregate Supply 

analysis and should be 

provided with opportunities to use this 
analysis to explore recent and current 

economic behaviour. They should 
understand, and be able to analyse and 

evaluate, macroeconomic policy. 
 

50% of AS, 25% of A Level 

Unit 3 - ECON3 Economics:                

Business Economics and the 
Distribution of Income 
This unit is synoptic. 
Candidates should be able to recognise 

both the value and limitations of                    
economic models as a means of  

explaining and evaluating the conduct 

and performance of firms in the real 
world. They should be able to evaluate 

economic models in written, numerical 
and graphical forms. This Unit builds on 

the knowledge and skills candidates have 
developed in Unit 1. 

 
25% of A Level 
2 hour examination 

Unit 4 ECON4 Economics: The              

National and International 
Economy Unit 4 is synoptic. 

Candidates are expected to develop             
further their critical approach to                 

economic models and methods of                 
enquiry. They should be able to analyse 

and evaluate economic models in written, 

numerical and graphical forms. 
They should be able to analyse and eval-

uate the causes of changes in                
macroeconomic indicators in greater 

depth than 
expected at AS Level.  

 
25% of A Level 
2 hour examination 

Entry Requirements 

Students do not require any prior knowledge to study A Level Economics but must 
have achieved at least a B grade in GCSE Mathematics. In order to cope with the 

written demands of the course students will also be expected to have achieved at 
least a B grade in English Language or B grades in other essay based GCSES such 

as English Literature, History, RE etc.  

What will this course prepare me for? 

A Level Economics prepares students for degrees in Economics and Business             
Studies and can lead to employment in a range of highly paid jobs and careers. 

These include stockbroker, banking, accountancy, investments, consultancy,    
manufacturing, retailing as well as many jobs in the public sector. 



English Language 

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 
 Have an interest in the development of language 
 Wish to discuss and reflect on how language is used within a social context 
 Enjoy exploring different texts and becoming familiar with certain genres 
 Have the ability to work independently or as part of a group 
 Enjoy analytical, detailed approaches to literary texts. 

AS 

Course Overview 

A2 

Unit 1 Categorising Texts 
Exam 2 Hours 60% AS / 30% 
A2 
This unit introduces the key 
approaches to analysing texts. 
A variety of texts are studied 
including comedy scripts 
and transcripts of spoken 
English. The unit focuses on 
three specific social contexts: 
Language and Power, Language 
and Gender and Language and 
Technology. 

Unit 2 Creating Texts 
40% AS / 20% A2 Coursework 
In this unit, candidates are 
encouraged to develop their 
own writing skills, producing 
writing in different genres and 
for different audiences. 
Coursework length: 2500 - 3500 
words 

Unit 3 Developing Language 
Exam 2.5 hours 30% A2 
This unit builds on the 
knowledge and skills developed 
at AS Level. It has specific 
focus on broadening students’ 
knowledge of the following 
areas: 
 Child Language Acquisition 
 Language Change from 1500 to 

the present day. 

Unit 4 Investigating Language 
Coursework 20% A2 
In this unit candidates apply their 
knowledge of linguistic methods 
and concepts acquired over the 
course towards the production of 
a Language Investigation and an 
informative media test. 
Coursework length 2500 – 3500 
words 

Entry Requirements 

It is hoped that students have achieved a grade B or above in English 
Language before studying English Language at a higher level. 

What will this course prepare me for? 
Students with AS or A2 level in English Language have access to a wide 
range of possible career and Higher Education opportunities. Students who 
follow the course will develop their literacy skills and enhance their powers 
of critical analysis. Written and oral work throughout the course will                 
encourage students to be effective and persuasive communicators. As a           
result, this subject is highly useful in preparing students for many careers 
including Law, Business, the Media, Social Services, Personnel, Marketing 
and Teaching. 



English Literature 

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 
 Enjoy reading a wide variety of texts from different genres and authors 
 Have an interest in researching the cultural and historical influences 

which have shaped the writing and understanding of literary texts 
 Enjoy discussing and reflecting on their studies with their peers. 

AS 

Course Overview 

A2 

Unit 1 Texts in Context. 
Examined unit which focuses on 
WW1 literature. There will 
be a selection of poetry which 
forms part of the exam, but the 
other half will be based upon 
your wider reading. 

Unit 2 Creative Study. 
Coursework unit. Candidates 
study one prose text - a novel 
and one drama text - a play. You 
will then produce two pieces 
of writing, one based on the 
prose and one on the play. This 
creative unit allows for more 
freedom and imagination. 

Unit 3 Reading for meaning. 
Similar in format to unit one 
only the focus is on ‘Love 
Through the Ages’. Candidates 
will study a wide range of texts 
based around this theme. The 
exam will be based upon two 
unseen extracts which will 
relate directly to your reading 
and draw upon your wider 
reading. This allows candidates 
to engage personally with the 
texts studied and pursue their 
independent interests in relation 
to the project. 

Unit 4 Extended Essay and 
Shakespeare study. Coursework 
unit. Key focus of which is a 
Shakespeare play. Candidates will 
also study two other works and 
then write a comparative essay 
which will focus on an essential 
aspect of all three texts. 

Entry Requirements 

Students should have achieved a grade B or above in English Language 
and English Literature.  

What will this course prepare me for? 
Students who follow the course will develop their literature skills and              
enhance their powers of critical analysis. Written and oral work throughout 
the course will encourage students to become effective and persuasive 
communicators. As a result this subject is fundamental in preparing                
students for many careers including Law, Business, the Media, Social               
Services, Personnel and Marketing. 



English Language and Literature 

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 
 Wish to develop as independent, confident and reflective readers and writers 

 Enjoy reading a wide range of texts, both literary and non-literary 

 Want to develop their writing skills 

 Have an ability to work independently or as a part of a group when analysing texts 

 Enjoy discussing and reflecting on their studies with their peers 

 Would like to do a subject which offers a wide range of career opportunities. 

AS 

Course Overview 

A2 

Unit 1 Introduction to                  
Language and Literature  
This unit is an introduction to the study 

of language and literature using a 
short Anthology of literary and                                

non-literary texts. The Anthology  will 

offer candidates the opportunity 
to consider the development of 

language and style over time 
through the three major literary 

genres; poetry, prose and drama. 

Assessment will be by a written 
exam of 1½ hours duration. 

Unit 2 Themes in Language 
and Literature The aim of this 

coursework unit is to develop 

candidates’ reading and writing 
skills through the in depth study of 

writers’ crafting. Assessment is by 

means of a two part assignment 
– totalling approximately 2000 

words - on two paired set texts 
which will be based upon the exam 

board’s annually prescribed theme. 

Candidates are required to write 
both analytically and creatively 

around this theme. 

Unit 3 Talk in Life and 
Literature This unit is focused on 

the study of conversation. Students 

are expected to analyse the way 
talk is used by writers to create 

dramatic effects and how it is used 

in everyday conversation for social 
purposes. There is a final 2 hour 

examination in which they will be 
asked to answer one question on 

an extract from a prescribed play 

and another question comparing 
two unseen texts; one transcript 

and one literary text on the same 
theme. 

Unit 4 Text Transformation 
This is a coursework unit where 
students are expected to transform 

an original text into a completely 

different genre and provide a 
commentary on their work. This 

is an opportunity for students 
to demonstrate what should at 

this stage in the course, be a 

sophisticated and assured writing 
style in a piece of work that reflects 

their personal interests. 

Entry Requirements 

It is expected that students have achieved a grade B or above in GCSE English 
Language and / or Literature before studying the combined course in these  
subjects. 

What will this course prepare me for? 
Students with AS or A2 in English Language and Literature have access to a wide 
range of possible career and Higher Education opportunities. Students who follow 

the course will develop their literacy skills and enhance their powers of critical anal-
ysis. As a result, this subject is fundamental in preparing students for many careers 

including Law, Business, the Media, Social Services, Personnel and Marketing. 



Media Studies 

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 
 Enjoy reading a wide variety of media texts 
 Have an interest in researching the historical, social, cultural, political and economic 
    influences which have shaped the development and understanding of media texts 
 Have an ability to work independently or as part of a group 
 Wish to be actively engaged with media texts in order to develop informed 
    personal responses 
 Would like to study a subject which offers a wide range of career opportunities. 

AS 

Course Overview 

A2 

Unit 1  
Concepts such as stereotyping and 
issues surrounding the                        
representation of gender, ethnicity, 
nation and age will be explored   
using case studies. Emphasis may 
be placed on audience reception 
such as ‘moral panic’. 

Unit 2  
The coursework unit. Candidates 
produce technically competent piec-
es using areas of audio, video, ani-
mation and desk top publishing. 
Candidates will engage with the 
planning, processing and evaluation 
of their individual selected area of 
study. In recent years candidates 
have designed front cover and           
contents of magazines, DVD covers, 
created fashion shoots and shot 
music videos for a band. 

Unit 3  
This unit develops the 
skills acquired in unit 2 which 
requires the candidate to write 
an analytical essay based 
around a specific area of study. 
For instance – representation 
of women within the horror 
narrative. This essay then links 
with a production artefact that 
must take a different media 
form than the one completed 
at AS level. 

Unit 4  
Candidates must study 
key areas of the media interests, 
which include television, 
radio, film and cinema, music, 
newspapers, magazines and 
advertising. 

Entry Requirements 

Students will normally have achieved a B grade in English Language or in 
other essay based GCSEs in order to cope with the demands of this 
course.  

What will this course prepare me for? 
The nature of Media Studies as a subject makes it an ideal vehicle to assist 
candidates in developing skills in communication, Information Technology and 
teamwork. Written and oral work throughout the course will also encourage 
students to be effective and persuasive communicators. As a result, this subject 
is fundamental in preparing students for many careers including Journalism and 
Public Relations, Television and Radio Work, Personnel and Marketing. 



Business Studies 

This course will appeal to those students who: 

 Have an interest in how a business operates 

 Enjoy studying a subject that is relevant to their own lives and experiences 

 Would like to do a subject that offers opportunities for a career in business 

 Would like to learn how to make business decisions and solve business problems 

 Want to keep their options open – Business Studies can be a useful choice for a wide 

     range of careers and can be combined with a wide range of subjects. 

AS 

Course Overview 

A2 

Unit 1 An Introduction to 

Business  
Through this unit you will learn how 

businesses can be classified, see what 
the objectives of business may be and 

consider other influences on business.  

This unit has a 60 minute examination 
consisting of short answer and data 

response questions and accounts for 
40% of the total AS marks. 

Unit 2 Business Functions 

In this unit you will learn about  
different aspects of business including 

the marketing function, the role of  
accounting and finance, issues relating 

to people within organisations and the 

principles of operations management.  
This unit has a pre-released case 

study. The examination lasts 90  
minutes and accounts for the other 

60% of the AS marks. 

Unit 3 Business Production 

You will study issues related to the op-
erations management aspects of busi-

ness and will solve problems and make 
decisions. This unit is assessed through 

an examination lasting 120 minutes 

and has an unseen case study. 
 

Entry Requirements 

It is advised that students should have gained a C or above in GCSE Maths and B 
in English. It is not compulsory that you have studied Business Studies           

before in order to take an AS or A level course in this subject, but a GCSE in the 
subject does help. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

Students with AS or A level Business Studies have access to a wide range of 
possible career and higher education opportunities. You can start a career in 

business armed with an excellent knowledge of how businesses operate. In 
particular you will have a head start in careers within accountancy, marketing 

and human resources. Business Studies will also prepare you for university 

subjects in such areas as business, economics, law and accountancy. 

Unit 4 Strategic Management 

You will learn how business 
objectives and strategy are 

formulated and applied. You will also 
appreciate issues related to business 

analysis. A range of external 

influences will be considered as 
well as how organisations deal with 

change. This unit is synoptic and has 
a pre-released case study. The exam 

lasts 120 minutes and accounts for 
30% of the total A Level marks. 



Fine Art 
Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 

 Have an interest in Art and Design 

 Have creative lively minds and are willing to question and investigate 

 Would like to follow a career in Art and Design 

You must have a lively, creative mind and be eager to appreciate Art in its wider 
sense through visiting galleries, museums and being aware of Art-related issues,    

architecture, design and craftwork. 

Course Overview 

AS Level A2 Level 

Unit 1 - Coursework Portfolio 

Candidates are to work in a range of    
materials within the study area of Fine Art 

including painting & drawing, mixed    
media, sculpture & photography etc. 

Unit one requires the production of a 

portfolio of work which exemplifies work 
carried out during the AS course.  This 

can be from one or two projects with   
additional work if thought appropriate. 

This work will be set and marked by the 
centre and moderated by AQA in June. 

 

50% of AS marks, 25% of A Level marks 

Unit 2 - Externally Set Assignment 
Candidates will be provided with examination 
papers on 1 February, or as soon as possible 

after that date. During the examination period, 
following a period of initial research candidates 

should undertake 5 hours of unaided, super-
vised time. The work produced during the five 

hours should be devoted to the development of 
ideas. It can take a variety of forms, such as 

drawings, photographs, computer-aided de-
signs, maquettes, models and/or design sheets. 

Preparatory work may lead to a fully realised 
piece or pieces of two- or three-dimensions to 
further work of a developmental nature. 

Unit 3 - Coursework Portfolio 

This is a practical unit following the Fine 
Art endorsement with a written element. 

The practical element must be seen to 
have connections with contemporary or 

past practice of artists, designers or 

craftspeople. 
Written material should support and     

explain the practical work in no less than 
1000 and no more than 3000 words and 

can take the form of a journal, personal 
study, reports on gallery visits or a      

refection on the candidates work or work 

of others. 
 

25% of total A Level marks. 

It is recommended that students have studied Art at GCSE before embarking on an AS 

or A level course.  For students     without GCSE Art a portfolio of work can be submit-
ted for consideration.  An ability and, perhaps more importantly, a genuine interest is 

important.   

Entry requirements 

An A level in Art can lead to an Art Foundation degree, courses in higher education 

related to Art and Design, or into work in the Art industry.  Alternatively it can support 
other subjects in application for higher education studies.   

The list of careers related to Art and Design is too lengthy to include fully here.      
Popular areas have included fine art, architecture, graphic design, interior design,    

fabric design, garden design.  Other opportunities could be in television or the theatre, 

museums or galleries,  photography or film, fashion or furniture design, jewellery    
design, animation, advertising, illustration etc.   

What will this course prepare me for? 

Unit 4 - Externally Set Assignment 
Candidates will be provided with examination 
papers on 1 February, or as soon as possible 
after that date. Preparatory work should be 
submitted in any appropriate form, such as 
mounted sheets, study-sheets, sketchbooks, 
workbooks, journals, models and maquettes. 
Toward the end of the examination period 
candidates should complete 15 hours of unaid-
ed and supervised time, the first 3 hours of 
which should be consecutive. Candidates 
should produce a clearly defined selection of 
work that makes up a whole, leading to a fin-



Music  
Is this course for me? 
The AS and A Level music specification aims to broaden experience, develop imagination, foster creativity and 
to promote personal and social development. In particular, it encourages students to: extend the skills, 
knowledge and understanding they need to communicate through music and to take part in music-making; en-
gage and extend their appreciation of the diverse and dynamic heritage of music; to develop their musical skills 
through the related activities of performing, composing and appraising; and develop particular strengths and 
interests, thereby encouraging lifelong learning and providing access to music-related and other careers. 

Course Overview 

AS Level A2 Level 

Music can provide students with a range of possible career and higher education opportunities, particularly for music related cours-
es but equally it provides a worthwhile experience for students wishing to use it as part of the entry qualifications for Performing 
arts courses. With a Music qualification you can also gain access to a range of music technology or performing arts orientated ca-
reers 

Entry requirements 

Access to AS-level study has broadened to include not only students with a ‘classical’ training but also to encourage those 

from rock and traditional music backgrounds. Students should have attained a B grade or above in GCSE Music or equivalent. 

Students should be or become proficient at reading music notation and be prepared to have regular vocal or instrumental 

lessons.  Above all, students should display commitment and willingness to learn.  

What will this course prepare me for? 

Unit 1 - Influences on Music (30% of 

AS - 15% of A Level)  
This unit consists of a written examination (1 
hour 45 minutes worth 80 Marks).  Students 
acquire, explore and apply musical language 
and context by the consideration of two Are-
as of Study (AoS) from: 

 The Western Classical Tradition 

(compulsory) 

 Choral Music in the Baroque Period 

 Music Theatre: a study of the Musical 

from 1940 to 1980 

 British Popular Music from 1960 to the 

present day. 

Unit 2 - Musical Composition – (30% of 
AS, 15% of A Level, worth 60 marks) 
This unit allows students to demonstrate 
their ability to create and develop musical 
ideas with technical control and expressive 
understanding.  They are assessed on their 
creative use of musical devices, conventions 
and resources in response to one of three 
briefs as follows: 

 Brief A Compositional techniques 

 Brief B Free composition or pastiche 

in response to a given genre 

 Brief C Arranging.  

Unit 3 - Performing: Interpreting Musi-
cal Ideas (40% of AS, 20% of A Level) 
Students are required to perform a 10–16 
minute recital.  This is internally marked and 
externally moderated.   
Students must offer two performances cho-
sen from the following: 
(a) a solo performance on an instrument 
(b) a solo performance on voice 
(c) a solo performance on a second instru-
ment 

(d) an ensemble performance 
(e) a technology-based performance  
(f) a technology-based performance  

Unit 4 – Music in Context (20% of A Lev-

el)  
This unit consists of a written 2 hours written 
examination in which students are required to 
explore and apply musical language and con-
text by the consideration of two Areas of 
Study (AoS) from: 

 AoS1 The Western Classical Tradition 

(compulsory) 

 AoS3a English Choral Music in the 20th 

century 

 AoS3b Chamber Music from Mendels-

sohn to Debussy 

 AoS3c Four decades of Jazz and Blues 

1910–1950. 

Unit 5 – Composing: Developing Musical 
Ideas (15% of A Level – worth 60 
marks)  
Externally Assessed Coursework 
Students demonstrate their ability to create 
and develop musical ideas with technical con-
trol and expressive understanding, making 
creative use of musical devices, conventions 
and resources in response to one of three 
briefs as follows: 

 Brief A Compositional techniques 

 Brief B Free composition or pastiche in 

response to a chosen brief 

 Brief C Arranging. 

This unit is externally assessed by the exam 
board.   

Unit 6 – Performing: A Musical Perfor-
mance (15% of A Level, worth 60 marks)  
Students are expected to perform a 10–15 
minute recital, offering two (or more) con-
trasting pieces to form a short programme for 
either an acoustic performance and/or perfor-
mance via music technology chosen from: 

(a) solo acoustic performances – lasting 10–15 
minutes 
(b) technology-based performances 
(c) one solo performance and one technology-
based performance – the solo performance to 
be at least 5 minutes. 



Photography 
Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 

 Have an interest in photography  

 Have creative lively minds and are willing to question and investigate 

 Would like to follow a career in photography, art or design. 

You must have a lively, creative mind and be eager to appreciate Art and                        
photography in its wider sense through visiting galleries, museums and being aware 

of Art-related issues, architecture, design and craftwork. 

Course Overview 

AS Level A2 Level 

Unit 1 - Coursework Portfolio 

Candidates will be introduced to a variety 
of experiences exploring a range of  

photographic media, techniques and  
processes, becoming aware of both  

traditional and new technologies.  

Students produce a portfolio of work  
looking at themes such as still life,  

landscape and portraiture. This work will 
be set and marked by the centre and 

moderated by AQA in June.  
 

50% of AS marks, 25% of A Level marks 

Unit 2 - Externally Set Assignment 

An externally set assignment in which 
candidates have a maximum of 8 weeks 

to prepare the task.  At the end of this 
period candidates must complete 5 hours 

of unaided work.  This need not be a 

completed piece of work but one which 
indicates how work may be further          

developed. 
 

50% of AS marks, 25% of A Level marks 

Unit 3 - Coursework Portfolio 

This is a practical unit following the  
Photography endorsement with a written 

element. The practical element must be 
seen to have connections with  

contemporary or past practice of artists, 

designers or craftspeople. 
Written material should support and     

explain the practical work in no less than 
1000 and no more than 3000 words and 

can take the form of a journal, personal 
study, reports on gallery visits or a      

refection on the candidates work or work 

of others. 
 

25% of total A Level marks. 

It is recommended that students have 

studied Art, Photography or Media Studies 
at GCSE before embarking on this course.  

For students without these qualifications, a portfolio of work can be submitted for   
consideration.  An ability and, perhaps more importantly, a genuine interest is                       

important.   

Entry requirements 

An A level in Photography can lead to an Art Foundation degree, or courses in higher 

education related to Art and Design, Media or the Creative Industries.  

The list of careers related to Photography is lengthy and includes: working as an      

independent photographer or studio assistant; commercial, fashion, catalogue or 
sports photography; work within the media including journalism.  

What will this course prepare me for? 

Unit 4 - Externally Set Assignment 

An externally set assignment with a  
lead-in period of no more than 8 weeks.  

This task will be chosen from a choice of 
8 topics set by the board. At the end of 

the lead-in time, candidates will be  

expected to produce a finished piece or 
pieces of work written within 15 hours of 

supervised time. Both units are assessed 
by the centre and moderated by AQA by a 

visit to the centre. 
 

25% of total A Level marks. 



BTEC Music Technology 
Is this course for me? 

 This course is suitable for anyone with an interest in music production, recording and the backline of music. This is 
a vocational course and therefore completely coursework based. There is a lot of independent study required and 
candidates need to be committed to using the facilities outside of timetabled sessions. It is not necessary to play a 
musical instrument, however students must be willing to listen to a wide variety of different musical styles.  
Students will learn how to operate a professional recording studio and study industry standard methods of record-
ing.  The course is perfect for students who have a passion for electronic based music, want to understand how 
music is recorded and how technology can aid music production. If you are interested in taking Music Technology 
or Music Production at degree level or you want to create electronic music, this course is perfect for you! 

Course Overview 

Unit 1— Music Production Techniques 

Unit 1 is designed to teach students how a professional grade recording studio works, from us-

ing microphones, recording devices and mixing audio. Students will need to assume the role of 

music producer to individually produce complete recorded tracks.  The unit is broken down into 

both theoretical teaching and practical examples, allowing skills to be developed through  

experience. 

In this unit, students will be able to understand how synthesizers work in relation to acoustic 
principles. Students will be given access to professional software to design sound from synthe-
sizers and samplers to create a unique composition.  This module is extremely hands on, allow-
ing students to experiment and gain the skills necessary for electronic musical composition. 

For students to understand how electronic music is made, they must understand the software 
involved. Students will learn how use audio and MIDI sequencers and then compose music using 
sampled loops and plug-ins. They will also understand how electronic, musical instruments can 
be joined together for composition or live performance 

It is not essential to have studied Music at GCSE or BTEC level 2 in order to take this 

course. Students must have a passion for different styles and genres of music, a desire 

to learn about Music Technology and how the industry works.   

Entry requirements 

The course would suit candidates who are considering a variety of jobs in the 

Music industry. Depending on the units picked this can include areas such as 
performing, arranging, composing, producing and many more. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

Coursework is continually assessed and candidates are awarded either a pass, merit or distinction. 

Unit 2— Sequencing Systems and Techniques  

Unit 3 — Sound Creation and Manipulation  

In Year 13 students undertake a further 3 units. These units are decided upon jointly 

between the candidates and teachers, reflecting the strengths and interests of  
students.   

These are selected from the following units: 
 Delivering a Music Product 

 Live Sound Techniques 

 Acoustics for Musicians 

 The Sound and Music Industry 

 Music Technology in Performance 



Biology 

Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 

 Are willing to think around problems 

 Have an interest in all of the science subjects 

 Enjoy the challenge of using scientific knowledge in new situations 

 Enjoy and carry out practical science. 

Course Overview 

AS Level A2 Level 

Unit 1 Cells, Exchange and Transport         

 - Animal and plant cells structure and                      
ultra-structure. 

 - Cell division, diversity and organisation   
 - Cell membranes and  exchange 

 - Transport systems in animals and        

plants. 

Unit 2 Molecules, Biodiversity and 

Human Interactions       
 - Biological molecules and enzymes.  

 - Classification and Ecology 
 - Variation, adaptation, speciation and  

evolution 

 - Humans and food and humans,                  
parasites and disease. 

Unit 4   Communication,                               

Homeostasis and Energy 
 - Nervous control and hormonal control 

 - Photosynthesis 
 - Respiration. 

Unit  3 Practical Skills in Biology 

This develops practical and investigative 
skills within contexts encountered during 

AS Biology. This AS (practical skills) unit is 
teacher assessed and externally         

moderated and involves 3 tasks; one 

quantitative, one qualitative and one eval-
uative. 

Grade B or above, ideally in the IGCSE Biology course or GCSE Additional Science.  Also 

a grade B in GCSE Maths is essential. 

Entry requirements 

Students with AS or A level Biology have an extremely valuable qualification that can 

form the basis for any degree in a scientific discipline. 
 

Biology combines well with Chemistry, Physics, and Maths as an excellent basis for a 
degree in any of the Biomedical Sciences-related courses. It is also a good subject for 

medicine and nursing, sports studies, marine biology, psychology and physiotherapy. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

Unit 5  Control, Genomes and        

Environment 
 - DNA and proteins and Genetic            

Engineering 
 - Biotechnology 

 - Ecosystems 

 - Animal and Plant responses to the     
environment 

 - Physiological basis of behaviour. 

Unit 6   Practical Skills in Biology 2 

This unit assesses practical and                         
investigative skills within contexts                  

encountered during this A Level Biology 
course.  

This A2 (practical skills) unit is teacher 

assessed and externally moderated and 
involves 3 tasks; one quantitative, one 

qualitative and one evaluative. 



Applied Science 
Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those students who: 

 Are willing to think around problems 

 Enjoy and can keep up to date with portfolio work 

 Have an interest in all of the science subjects 

 Enjoy carrying out practical science investigations 

 Wish to use it to support other subjects – other sciences, psychology, geography, 

health and social care and sports science. 

Course Overview 

AS Level A2 Level 

G620  Scientists at Work    

(portfolio unit) 
This unit looks at the importance of 

health and safety, organisations that use 
science, how science affects the               

community, and practical techniques and 

procedures. Students will research 
firsthand four different science organisa-

tions and produce a portfolio of evidence 
linked to this as well as related practical               

procedures   

G621  Analysis at Work        

(portfolio unit) 
This unit looks at how energy is used and 

how a business can affect the environ-
ment in its work. Students will also carry 

out four practical analysis tasks, using 

chromatography, colorimetry, titrations, 
and chemical analysis experiments. 

G622  Monitoring the Activity of the 

Human Body   
(examined unit) 

This unit looks at how the body makes 
and uses energy, the heart and lungs, 

blood, and physical fitness. It also looks 

at the ways in which we can monitor the 
body. 

G627  Investigating the Scientist’s 

Work 
(portfolio unit) 

This unit involves planning and carrying 
out an investigation around any topic of 

interest. It involves researching a topic, 

carrying out a number of experimental 
procedures, and then analysing and eval-

uating these. 

G635  Working Waves 

(examined unit) 
This unit looks at types of waves, how 

mobile phones and broadband work and 
at the work of radiologists. 

G629 Synthesising Organic  

Chemicals 
(portfolio unit) 

This unit covers the composition and 
manufacture of organic compounds.           

Students will determine yield and purity of 

a range of organic chemicals, and study 
therapeutic drugs and medicines. 

Grade C or above in two GCSE Science subjects, or a Merit or higher in BTEC Science. 

It is recommended that students have a minimum of grade C in GCSE English and 
Maths. An interest in practical skills, independent learning and research and            

communication skills are all key aspects of this challenging but highly interesting A 
Level course.  

Entry requirements 

With this qualification, students could progress to degree courses in Science Education, 

Combined/Integrated Science or applied science courses such as Crime Scene Science. 
However, without other science A Levels, this qualification is not sufficient for                  

progression onto specialist courses in chemistry, biology, physics, engineering,             
medicine or dentistry.  

    A qualification in this subject would help in pursuing a career in the following areas: 

Lab technician, Forensic Science, Food Science, Nursing or midwifery, Health care and 
health promotion, Sports Science, Psychology. 

What will this course prepare me for? 



Drama & Theatre Studies  
Is this course for me? 

This course will appeal to those who: 

 Have an interest in the theatre, whether that is from the perspective of an actor,  

director or designer. 
 Wish to develop their skills in drama, deepen their understanding of performance  

theory and develop their analytical and evaluative skills.  

 Enjoy reading and studying a wide range of plays from different genres and time  

periods. 

 Enjoy watching live theatre and responding personally to it. 

 Are able to work creatively in groups. 

 Would like the opportunity to study a course which is personalised to their strengths 

and interests. 
 Would like to study a subject which offers a wide variety of career opportunities. 

Course Overview 

AS Level A2 Level 

Unit 1 - Live Theatre Production seen 

and Prescribed Play (Exam) 

This unit is assessed by exam and consists of 

two sections. The first section concentrates on 

students’ personal responses to various as-

pects of live theatre seen during the course. It 

is intended that students will see a minimum 

of two live performances during the course 

and will be able to respond to them from a 

performance analysis perspective. The second 

section of the exam requires the study of a set 

play from a choice of playwrights including 

Shakespeare, Ibsen and Sophocles. They will 

need to analyse the play from a performance 

perspective but will be able to answer from 

the viewpoint of an actor, director or designer. 

Unit 2 - Presentation of an extract 

from a play (Practical Coursework)  
This unit is internally assessed and externally 

moderated by visiting moderator. Students are 

required to work in groups to present for an 

audience an extract from a published play of 

their choice. Students have a free choice of 

play text, provided that their selection repre-

sents a different period and genre from the 

play studied for Unit 1. In this unit, students 

can choose to be assessed as an actor, direc-

tor or designer (costume design, set design, 

mask design or technical design). 

Unit 3 - Further Prescribed Plays 

(including Pre-Twentieth Century)- 
(Exam)  
In this unit, students are required to study two 

different set plays- one Pre-Twentieth century 

Drama and one Contemporary Drama. For 

their study of Pre-Twentieth Century play 

(including playwrights such as Wilde, Middle-

ton and Chekhov) students are required to 

demonstrate a creative overview of the chosen 

play from the perspective of an actor, director 

or designer. In their study of Contemporary 

Drama (including playwrights such as Berkoff, 

Miller and Brecht) students need to offer sug-

gestions for a complete stage realisation of a 

short extract from their selected set play.  

A GCSE English Grade "B" or above is required. GCSE Drama is not essential, although some level of 
practical and critical awareness of drama and theatre is preferable. An interest and possibly some practi-
cal experience of the theatre are essential.  

Entry requirements 

Drama and Theatre Studies complements many other Arts A Levels such as English, Languages, History, 
Art and Media. The specification provides a valuable qualification for progression to Higher Education, 
vocational work in the field of Performance and other areas of work where communication skills are  

important. 

What will this course prepare me for? 

Unit 4 - Externally Set Assignment 
This unit is internally assessed and externally 

moderated by visiting moderator. Students are 

required to work in groups to present for an 

audience a devised drama, performed in a 

theatrical style of their choice. Students are 

given free choice over their choice of theatrical 

style and subject matter and can, as with Unit 

2, choose to take on a role of actor, director or 

designer. 



BTEC Music  
Is this course for me? 

The course is suitable for anyone with an interest in Music performance, Composition or Music  

Management. The course is vocational and therefore completely coursework based. There is a lot of  
independent study required and candidates need to be able to research around the areas of study.   

Students need to show a willingness to embrace all aspects of the course in order to develop their  
leadership skills as well as their musical skills. There are a number of external agencies involved in the  

delivery of the course to enhance learning.  If you enjoy performing music and learning to play an  

instrument or have a desire to work in the music industry then this course is for you! 

Course Overview 

Unit 1— Musical Performance Techniques 

Unit 1 helps students develop their performing skills by focussing on improving their 

technical ability.  They use a practice diary to track their progress on their voice/
instrument and regularly record their performances and technical exercises.  Students 

also participate in formal and informal concerts throughout the year to showcase their 
talents and gather evidence of their progress.     

In this unit, students are required to plan, prepare for and deliver a large-scale music 

project. Students will undertake appropriate responsibilities, working both individually 
and as part of a team.  They will also learn how to contribute towards a performance 

to a technically acceptable level appropriate to the context of the organised event.  

This unit is designed to enable students to expand their knowledge of pop music 

grounded in practical experience of rehearsing and performing relevant works.  They 
study music from 1950 to present day, learning about the different genres of pop mu-

sic, how it developed and the technology involved.  Students also have the opportunity 
to perform original pop music as a soloist and as part of an ensemble.   

It is not essential to have studied Music at GCSE or BTEC level 2 in order to take this 

course, however it would be an advantage.  Several topics in the course are develop-
ments of work covered at GCSE Music and BTEC Level 2, but most are new areas.  An 

interest in performing music and the ability to play an instrument at a basic level is 
essential. 

Entry requirements 

The course would suit candidates who are considering a variety of jobs in the Music 

industry. Depending on the units chosen this can include areas such as Performing, 
Arranging, Composing and Producing.  This qualification is recognised by universities 

offering Music, Music Production, Popular Music and Music Technology Degrees.   

What will this course prepare me for? 

Coursework is continually assessed and candidates are awarded either a pass, merit or distinction. 

Unit 2— Pop Music in Practice  

Unit 3 — Music Project  

In Year 13 students undertake a further 3 units.  These units are decided upon jointly 

between the candidates and teachers to reflect the strengths and interests.  These are 
selected from the following units: 

 Special subject investigation 

 Modern Music in Practice 

 Improvising Music 

 Live Music Workshop 

 Solo Performance Techniques 

 Music Technology in Practice 



BTEC Sport (Diploma) 

Is this course for me? 
The course is suitable for anyone with an interest in Sport and Coaching. The 
course is all coursework based (there are not any exams). There is a lot of inde-

pendent study required and candidates need to be able to research around the 
areas of study. There are some practical elements to the course, but these are 

not assessed. Candidates should show a willingness to develop leadership roles 

within sport. There are a number of external agencies involved in the delivery of 
the course to enhance learning. 

Course Overview 

This course involves 60 credits in the 

first year which are split over 7 units 
including mandatory units in anatomy, 

physiology, risk assessment and  
optional units which are currently  

fitness and training, nutrition and an 

athletes lifestyle.  
 

 
 

Entry Requirements 
It is not a requirement that you should have previously studied GCSE PE or BTEC 
level 2 in order to take Level 3 BTEC Sport but it could be an advantage.  

An interest in Sport and Coaching is necessary to join in with class discussion. 

What will this course prepare me for? 
The course would suit candidates who are considering a variety of jobs in the area 
of sport and leisure. Depending on the units chosen these areas may include coach-

ing, psychology, fitness training, health and safely executive, sport media and many 
more. 

This course is assessed through coursework only and the assessment procedures 

are externally moderated. You must be able to manage your own learning and be 
good at working to deadlines to successfully complete the course. 

A further 60 credits are covered in the 

second year. Currently this includes 
sports coaching, psychology for sports 

performance, injury in sport, technical 
and tactical skills in sport and 

contemporary issues in sport. 

 
These may change depending on  

students strengths and interests. 
 

 
 

AS Level A2 Level 



BTEC Sport (Subsidiary Diploma) 

Is this course for me? 
The course is suitable for anyone with an interest in Sport and Coaching. The 
course is all coursework based (there are not any exams). There is a lot of inde-

pendent study required and candidates need to be able to research around the 
areas of study. There are some practical elements to the course, but these are 

not assessed. Candidates should show a willingness to develop leadership roles 

within sport. There are a number of external agencies involved in the delivery of 
the course to enhance learning. 

Course Overview 

Entry Requirements 
It is not a requirement that you should have previously studied GCSE PE or BTEC 
level 2 in order to take Level 3 BTEC Sport but it could be an advantage. An inter-

est in Sport and Coaching is necessary to join in with class discussion. 

What will this course prepare me for? 
The course would suit candidates who are considering a variety of jobs in the area 
of sport and leisure. Depending on the units chosen these areas may include coach-

ing, psychology, fitness training, health and safely executive, sport media and many 
more. 

This course is assessed through coursework only and the assessment procedures 

are externally moderated. You must be able to manage your own learning and be 
good at working to deadlines to successfully complete the course. 

This course involves 60 credits which are covered over 2 years. The credits are 

split over 7 units including mandatory units in anatomy, physiology, risk  
assessment and optional units which are currently fitness and training, fitness 

testing, nutrition and an athletes lifestyle. 
 

AS Level A2 Level 



Cambridge Technicals in ICT Level 3  

Is this course for me? 
 like greater opportunities for practical work 
 enjoy practical work can be carried out using a wide range of software 

and hardware 
 are active investigators rather than passive learners. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

Unit 1 – Communications &  

Employability Skills for IT  
 

This unit will equip students to use a 
variety of communication skills, and 

provide them with an understanding of 

the skills an employer wants and how 
to adapt the message to their  

audience. 

Unit 2 – Information Systems 
 

This unit demonstrates the types of 

information held in the workplace, how 

it can be used to gain a competitive 
edge and how it must comply with  

legislation. 

Unit 6 – E—Commerce 

 
Most businesses also operate on the 

internet; this unit gives students the 
opportunity to create an e-commerce 

strategy and the knowledge that  

underpins it. 

Unit 17 – Interactive Media  

Authoring 
Students will study the principles of 

interactive media before putting their 
creative skills to use by developing 

their own product. 

 

Entry Requirements 

Pass or above in CiDA, Nationals in ICT or BTEC ICT. Grade C in Mathematics and 
English is also desirable.  

What will this course prepare me for? 

The OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technicals in IT offers a wide range of units such as 
installing hardware, creating a website, identifying an IT fault, computer anima-

tion and e-commerce. It is an ideal foundation for students entering the work-
place, providing them with a theoretical background reinforced with practical 

skills that transfer into the modern workplace. The numerical, analytical and prob-

lem-solving skills you develop in ICT are recognised as very useful for careers in 
Business and Computing. 

Unit 12 – Website Production 
 

A website can make or break a busi-

ness; students will design, create and 

test a functioning website, including 
understanding architecture, design and 

security issues. 

Unit 19 – Spreadsheet Modelling 

Spreadsheets are an important tool in 
business; students will learn how to 

create a complex spreadsheet and use 
it to highlight information and solve 

problems. 



A Level ICT  
Is this course for me? 
 greater opportunities for practical work 
 practical work can be carried out using a wide range of software and 

hardware 
 active investigators rather than passive learners. 

AS Level 

Course Overview 

A2 Level 

 

Unit 1 – INFO1 

Practical Problem Solving in the  
Digital World 

50% of AS, 25% of A Level 
1 hour 30 minutes examination  

80 marks 

Section A: short answer questions 
Section B: structured questions 

Available January and June 

Entry Requirements 
Grade B or above in ICT GCSE or Distinction in CiDA/Nationals in ICT/BTEC 
ICT. Grade B in Mathematics and English is also required.   

What will this course prepare me for? 
Students with AS or A Level ICT have a very valuable qualification that can 
form the basis for any degree in an ICT discipline. The numerical, analytical 
and problem-solving skills you develop in ICT are recognised as very useful 
for careers in Business and Computing. 

 

Unit 2 – INFO2 

Living in the Digital World 
50% of AS, 25% of A Level 

1 hour 30 minutes examination  
80 marks 

Section A: short answer questions 

Section B: structured questions 
Available January and June 

 

Unit 3 – INFO3 

The Use of ICT in the Digital 
World 

30%  A Level 
2 hour examination  

100 marks 

Section A: structured answers based 
on pre-released material  

Section B: questions requiring  
extended answers 

Available January and June 

 

Unit 4 – INFO4 

Practical Issues Involved in the 
Use of ICT in the Digital World 

20%  A Level 
Coursework project report, marked 

by centre and moderated by AQA 

70 marks 
Students complete a project involv-

ing the production of an ICT-related 
system over an extended period of 

time. 
Available January & June 




