
01A Learning Community Guided by Gospel Values

School & Sixth Form College
A Catholic Academy N

EW
S

School & Sixth Form College
A Catholic Academy

ISSUE THREE • AUTUMN TERM 2012 • www.stjohnsrc.org.uk

IN THIS ISSUE

Outstanding Results 
foR oUTSTANdINg ScHool

A Learning Community Guided by Gospel Values

gcSE 5+ A* - c including English and Maths – 82%
A level – 100% pass rate with 79% A* - c grades



02 www.stjohnsrc.org.uk

WHolE lIfE 
lEARNINg WEEk

During the final week of term the 
normal timetable was collapsed 
to enable students to undertake  
a week of enrichment activities. 
Staff were tasked with ensuring that  
all planned activities should fit with  
the school’s mission statement and  
a celebration of the Olympics. 

Students in Year 7 had the opportunity 
to visit Kingswood and undertake 
an outdoor education residential 
experience. Members of the nurture 
group were able to visit Hall Hill Farm  
to reinforce the literacy work they had 
been doing. 

Some Year 8 students were based in 
school and took part in a technology 
challenge week, whilst other students  
in this year group went on day visits  
with the Art department, or helped to 
create a DVD to facilitate the teaching  
of Modern Foreign Languages to  
primary aged pupils. 

Year 9 and 10 students were involved 
heavily with charity and fundraising 
initiatives, which culminated in a Charity 
Day on the Wednesday to raise funds for 
the students’ chosen charities. 

Other students went to Sorrento with the 
Geography department, or were involved 
in both local and national celebrations 
of the Queen’s Jubilee and London 2012 
Olympic events. 

The Music department also enjoyed 
a highly successful tour in Belgium 
performing at a number of high profile 
venues and took the opportunity to 
explore Bruges and Brussels. 

An Olympic week was organised by the 
P.E department in school with students 
representing countries across a range 
of activities including handball, hockey, 
rowing, BMX, fencing and archery. 
The week culminated in a triathlon of 
running, swimming and cycling and the 
overall medal winners were China.

 “Walking up Mt Vesuvius -  
how can it get better than that?”

“It was one of the best  
experiences of my life!”

“The scenery was spectacular!”

“I enjoyed every second of Italy!”

“Well decent!”

“One of the most awe inspiring trips 
I have been on. It was a once in a 
lifetime experience!”

“Everything was awesome!”

“We had a fantastic week in Sorrento. 
The students were amazing and had 
a great time. We visited Pompeii, 
Herculaneum, Solfatara, Mt Vesuvius 
and the Amalfi coast”

“My experience of the week was 
extremely positive- we had a great time 
and it gave us the chance to interact 
with the students in a more creative 
and fun way.”
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Students, parents, staff and 
governors at St John’s are 
celebrating an exceptional set of 
A Level and GCSE results. Whilst 
national results have declined, 
once again St John’s has seen 
a significant and impressive 
increase in their exam statistics.
When St John’s was awarded 
“outstanding” by Ofsted in May 2010 
students and staff were justifiably proud 
of the accolade but were determined 
to continue to improve standards and 
achievements year on year. In 2011  
St John’s met this ambitious target  
and enjoyed its best ever results in both 
A Levels and GCSEs, but those targets 
were surpassed in August 2012 as St 
John’s now celebrates record-breaking 
grades, reinforcing its position as an 
“outstanding” school.

This year one in three of all A Levels 
taken were awarded A* or A grades and 
over half of the students who sat A Levels 
achieved at least one or more A*/A.

At GCSE level St John’s has made a 
significant improvement on last year’s 
figures with the important benchmark 
of 5+ A* - C including English and Maths 
increasing by an amazing 14% to an 
impressive 82%. Despite the recent 
national controversy regarding the grade 
threshold in English, 90% of St John’s 
Year 11 students achieved an A* - C 
grade in English Language GCSE.  In 
addition, 87% of the cohort gained an 
A* - C in GCSE Maths, whilst 94% were 
awarded with two or more A* - C grades 
in the Sciences.

Other subjects enjoyed similar 
successes at both GCSE and vocational 
level. Overall this has been a remarkable 
year for the school with a fifth of the 
Year 11 cohort achieving 5+ A*/A grades 
whilst 20 students are celebrating the 
benefits of their hard work by securing  
9 or more A*/A grades at GCSE.

As St John’s celebrates these 
outstanding results, the school 
recognises that such success can only 
be achieved through the hard work and 

dedication of students and staff with the 
continual support of parents, carers and 
governors never underestimated. All 
have worked tirelessly to achieve these 
goals and now the school can celebrate 
and hopefully work towards greater 
success in the future.

oUTSTANdINg RESUlTS  
foR oUTSTANdINg ScHool
gcSE 5+ A* - c including English and Maths – 82%
A level – 100% pass rate with 79% A* - c grades

During the summer holiday’s  
35 students embarked on a trip  
to the London 2012 Olympics. 
On the first day staff and students were 
fortunate enough to see the Women’s 
football final between the USA and China 
at Wembley. It was an exciting game 
which ended in a 2-1 victory for the USA, 
and an opportunity to witness the medal 
ceremony.

After an overnight stay at Eton College 
the group had an early start, travelling 
to Eton Dorney to watch the Canoe and 
Kayak sprint semi-finals. It was  
a lovely sunny day and the students  
got to see the eventual Gold medallist  
Ed McKeever win his semi-final race.  

It was a fantastic trip that was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all.

London 2012
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On May 11th and 12th 22  
Year 9 students embarked  
on their practice expedition  
for The Duke of Edinburgh 
Bronze Award.  
The aim of the expedition was to 
learn navigational skills and practice 
compass work. Students participated 
in a full day’s expedition around 
Hodge Close and Little Langdale 
and navigated each section in their 
groups. They spent their weekend 
engaged in team building activities 
and showed how their classroom 
based learning could be put into 
practice. The students spent the 
residential weekend in High Close 
Youth Hostel in the heart of the 
Langdale Valley – and we were 
even fortunate enough to have good 
weather for the entire weekend!!   
Their efforts will now culminate 
in their Qualifying Expedition in 
September. 

Well Done Everyone!

This year’s Year 11 Prom took 
place at Lumley Castle in 
Chester-le-Street on Friday  
13th July.  Students gathered 
together to celebrate the end  
of their GCSE exams and five 
years of hard work.  
Greeted with a red carpet when they 
arrived, many students made a real 
entrance by travelling to the venue 
in limos, vintage cars and party 
buses!  Following the red carpet 
photo shoot, the castle piper took the 
students to their drinks reception which 
was followed by a buffet and disco. 
Towards the end of the evening there 
was a fireworks display and also a 
sweet table.  Harry Petch and Rebecca 
Robinson were crowned this year’s prom 
King and Queen.

PRoM  
2012

dUkE of 
EdINbURgH 
AWARd

Huge congratulations to 
Natalia Abel who ended Year 
11 with a 100% attendance 
record throughout her school 
years at St John’s.

WEll doNE!

In October 2011 St John’s  
secured a grant of £10,000  
from The BIG Lottery Fund. 
The grant was awarded to support 
the purchase of a new minibus for the 
school, and as a result of the successful 
application we have now been able to 
purchase two new 17 seat vehicles! The 
buses are already being used to enable 
students to access a range of activities 
and experiences both within and beyond 
the curriculum, and have also been used 
by our feeder Primary schools to support 
their own school trips and visits. 

The Big Lottery Fund is the largest 
distributor of National Lottery good 
cause funding across the UK. The Fund 
aims to enable others to make real 
improvements to communities and the 
lives of people most in need.

bIg loTTERY 
SUPPoRT foR  
ST JoHN’S 
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YEAR 10 fESTIvAl 
IN AId of cANcER 
RESEARcH
It had been several student forum 
meetings in the planning but 
the day finally arrived, no more 
meetings - it was down to some 
serious cake selling. 
Year 10 managed to raise an astonishing 
£801.00 for Cancer Research as their 
selected charity for 2012. 

The day itself was not dampened by 
the inclement weather as stalls were 
swiftly moved into the Sports Hall; 
Diagon Alley with space hoppers and 

pic’n’mix.  Not all stalls made it inside of 
course as some members of staff may 
recall getting wet for a good cause. If 
they don’t then these images are readily 
available on the VLE. 

A great atmosphere was provided by 
James Hamilton Trewitt (Year 12) and 
his selection of up to date disco songs. 
The ubiquitous refreshments balanced 
the penalty shoot-out and other sporting 
activities whilst the cinema experience 
in the demountables rivalled even the 
latest IMAX releases!

Mr Dunn said, ‘Every student in Year 10 should be proud of their 
efforts. The experience itself was an extremely positive one and the 
funds raised will find themselves well used. Many thanks to all those 
who contributed in any way in making the festival a success and 
providing the opportunity for further research to take place.’



06 www.stjohnsrc.org.uk

YeaR 10 
science 
students 
take FiRst 
PRize
A group of Year 10 students have 
won a North-East competition 
run by Newcastle University. 
Students identified a problem or issue 
connected to the marine environment 
that interested them, and devised a 
research solution to the problem. The 
competition was open to 14-19 year 
olds, and the Year 10 team of Emma 
Dodds, James Pirie, Sophie Peat and 

Laura Allison were ranked first with 
their project about Phytoplankton and 
climate change. They have won a trip 
on Newcastle University’s new marine 
research vessel to experience how real 
marine scientists collect data, and they 
will be involved in carrying out surveys 
and sampling techniques at sea. 

Well done!

1st

STUdENTS SEcURE 
SUMMER PlAcEMENTS
Three Year 12 students have won 
Nuffield foundation bursaries for 
summer 2012. 
The bursaries offer aspiring young 
scientists the opportunity to explore 
their chosen field of science, technology, 
engineering or maths during a 4 to 6 
week summer placement. Students 
work on projects which contribute in a 
real way towards the research work of 
local Universities. Our congratulations 
to Emma Burnett who has been offered 

a Chemistry bursary with Newcastle 
University, Aiden Lee who has been 
offered a Pharmaceutical bursary  
with Sunderland University, and 
Laura Collinson who has been offered 
a Medicinal Chemistry bursary at 
Sunderland University.

PRIMARY 
ScIENcE 
RoAdSHoW
Two year 12 students 
organised a science show 
which they took in to local 
primary schools during the 
summer term. 
Emma Burnett and Megan 
Thompson visited Newcastle 
University to meet with a 
Chemistry lecturer and from 
there developed a show for key 
stage 2 pupils. The show was 
delivered in a number of schools 
and was enjoyed by all of the 
pupils that participated.

On Thursday 28th June we were 
lucky enough to have the Olympic 
Torch in school.
Charlie Donaghy who took part in the 
relay by carrying the torch through 
Darlington brought came into St John’s 
over lunchtime so that our students 
were able to have their picture taken 
with the torch. 
Students paid £1 for the privilege and  
as a result of their interest we managed 
to raise £75 for charity.

olYMPIc ToRcH 
vISITS ST JoHN’S
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Earlier this year staff and 
students organised the St John’s 
Fashion Show ‘Life’s a Label’ to 
raise money for charity.
Chris Colley, Volunteering Officer for the 
North East Branch of the Alzheimer’s 
Society invited the group along to the 
launch event of a brand new service for 
dementia sufferers and their families 
called ‘Singing for the Brain’ which 
was held at St Andrew’s Church Hall in 
Spennymoor on Wednesday 20th June 
2012, where four students presented a 
cheque for £232.90.

‘Singing for the Brain’ is a service 
provided by the Alzheimer’s Society 
which uses singing to bring people 
together in a friendly and stimulating 
social environment. Singing is not only 
an enjoyable activity, it can also provide 
a way for people with dementia, along 
with their carers, to express themselves 
and socialise with others in a fun and 
supportive group. As well as being fun, 

activities help sufferers by building on 
the preserved memory that we have for 
song and music in the brain. Even when 
many memories are hard to retrieve, 
music is especially easy to recall.

Chris was delighted with the donation 
and responded by saying “Thank you so 
much for the marvellous donation. The 
students did so well and seemed to have 
enjoyed the activities they’d organised 
to raise the money. It’s wonderful to 
see young people taking an interest in 
Alzheimer’s Society, please pass on our 
thanks to everyone who supported the 
event. The money will be used to help 
support people living with dementia  
and their carers”

Miss Brown, Technology teacher 
who organised the fashion show and 
accompanied the students to the event, 
said “This was a fantastic opportunity 
for our students to see how some of 
the funds they have worked hard to 
raise would be put to use, and they 
really enjoyed participating in the group 
singing session. It is fantastic that  
our students want to support the  
work of The Alzheimer’s Society and  
I am very proud of all of the students 
who took part”.  
 
PIcTURE fRoM lEfT To RIgHT-  
cHRIS collEY, NATHAN HARRISoN,  
olIvIA ANdERSoN, coURTNEY THoMPSoN-
bEll ANd AlEx goUNdRY

LIFE’S 
A LABEL

FASHION SHOW SUCCESS

students 
cOmPete in 
cathOlic 
PaRtneRshiP 
Quiz

On Monday 9th July, five students 
from St John’s set off for English 
Martyrs in Hartlepool to compete in 
the Catholic Partnership Key Stage 3 
More Able and Talented Quiz. 
Students from across Years 7, 8 and 
9 were required to pull together as a 
team to see if the trophy could be prised 
from the hands of Carmel College in 

Darlington. This year the team consisted 
of two Year 7s (Eve Patchett and Kieran 
Storey) and two Year 8s (Brodie Grayson 
and Kieran McCormick), with William 
Hamilton-Trewhitt representing the  
Year 9s. With Carmel not in attendance, 
St John’s sensed that they were in with 
a very strong chance of bringing home 
the title. However, it soon became clear 
that being crowned champions wasn’t 
going to be easy as teams from  
St Leonards, St Bede’s, St Anthony’s 
and, obviously, English Martyrs arrived. 
The day consisted of various challenges, 
from selecting winning teams for 
a tournament to designing a board 
game. Also included was an afternoon 
quiz testing the teams’ knowledge of 
Science, Maths, world leaders and 
traditions. After a very close contest,     
St John’s finished in 2nd place – a great 
achievement for the students who were 
an absolute credit to the school, well 
done everyone.
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Year 7 and 8 students visited 
Kingswood Activity Centre, near 
Hexham, for 3 days during Whole 
Life Learning Week in July. 
43 students, accompanied by Mrs 
McAloon, Mrs Barnham, Mr Willis 
and Mr Swindells took part in a 
fantastic range of activities including 
quad biking, zip lines, leap of faith 
and 3G swing. Everyone had an 
amazing time and we can’t wait for next 
year’s visit. If you would like to go to 
Kingswood next year, see Mrs McAloon 
in September.

STUdENTS 
TAkE To THE 
oUTdooRS AT 
kINgSWood

on Monday 5th July Year 7 members of 
the geography club visited Harehope 
Quarry to carry out conservation tasks 
as part of their work towards the John 
Muir Award. Here is Tyler’s account of 
the day:

As part of our John Muir Award in 
Geography Club we visited Harehope 
quarry. Harehope quarry was an 
abandoned quarry until recently when 
volunteers got together to transform 
it into a big nature place for schools 
and visitors. This is now known as the 
Harehope Quarry Project.

At Harehope Quarry we were told to 
build a bug hotel (literally)! The bug hotel 
was made up of random but natural 
objects scattered around the quarry. 
We gathered bricks, wood, straw, etc. 
In the end we were quite pleased with 
ourselves and we all found it fun; it was 
all hands on!

geOgRaPhY club visit 
haRehOPe QuaRRY
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In June, eight wounded 
servicemen undertook the 
challenge of a lifetime aided by 
the charity, ‘Help for Heroes.’ 
The men set out to cycle across America 
in the RAAM challenge in just eight days. 
The race itself is one of the world’s pre-
eminent and longest running endurance 
cycling events, and is renowned as 
an extraordinary test for any able 
bodied competitor. During the race, 
our heroes climbed well over 100,000 
feet while passing through 12 states 
and covering a total distance of 3,051 
miles, the difficulty of which is almost 
unimaginable.

Each of the eight riders in the Help for 
Heroes Battle Back Team have been 
either wounded on operations or injured 
whilst training for operations - including 
four double amputees who tackled this 
phenomenal challenge on hand bikes. 
St John’s students followed the team’s 
progress with great interest, and their 
successful completion of the RAAM in 
just seven days, one day ahead of their 
target, proved to our students that there 
is a life beyond injury. To congratulate 

the team on their amazing achievement 
the students of 7O, 8A and 8N set out to 
create a ‘Salute Video’ which was sent to 
Help for Heroes headquarters.

Additionally, 7O held their own bake sale 
which, with the help for many staff and 
students, managed to raise £236 for 
the heroes. The students also received 
several emails of thanks from riders 
and their families. Private Jamie Hull, 
who was injured when the aircraft he 
was travelling in exploded causing 60% 
third degree burns to his face and neck 
said, “You guys have humbled me to 
the hilt and I can speak for the team : 
we’re all highly appreciative of your kind 
comments and praise for the RAAM 
team. Awesome work St John’s!”

After viewing the Salute Video, crew 
chief Jon-Paul Nevin decided that simply 
saying thank you to the students was not 
enough and on July 13th 2012 some of 
the crew including Marine Don McLean 
and Private Stevie Richardson came into 
school to surprise the students. The day 
was an astounding success consisting 
of question and answer sessions, 
testimonies from students as well as the 
opportunity for some staff and students 

to try out one of the hand bikes. The day 
was also documented by the local media 
and gave the students a memory they 
will never ever forget. 

Crew chief Jon-Paul Nevin said,

“When we first saw the congratulations 
video which St John’s had produced 
for us we were extremely humbled to 
say the least. There is nothing better 
than inspiring others and to see how 
the students at St. Johns have been 
inspired by the battle back RAAM team 
was truly awesome. The very least we 
could do was to visit the school. The 
reception which we received from both 
students and staff members alike was 
again very humbling and it was honour 
to chat to everyone and tell our RAAM 
stories first hand.” 

Help for Heroes have also since 
extended an invite for some of our 
students to visit Tedworth House, the 
leading rehabilitation centre for injured 
service men and women next year.

ST JoHN’S SAlUTES 
TEAM bATTlE bAck
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Once again the Anne Frank Exhibition 
was welcomed into St John’s School last 
term and students and staff took the 
opportunity to visit the Exhibition held in 
the History Department during lessons 
and at lunch time. Year 8 students were 
trained as guides by Jane Patel from 
EMTAs and showed visitors around the 
Exhibition explaining different aspects  
of Anne’s life.

ANNE fRANk ExHIbITIoN 
AT ST JoHN’S ScHool

Zigi Shipper, the Polish Holocaust 
survivor who recently met and spoke 
to the England Euro 2012 football 
squad ahead of their European 
Championship campaign came to  
St John’s for a second time to meet 
our students in May. 
Students heard about Zigi’s experiences 
during the Second World War first 
hand, and learned of of his family’s 
persecution at the hands of the Nazis in 
Poland. Zigi told students how he was 
just 9 years old when he saw his father 
for the last time, “He told me that the 
Germans were coming and that he had 

to go away. The reason he was leaving 
was that he thought he could escape the 
Germans, believing that they would not 
hurt women and children.”

Zigi and his grandmother remained 
in the Lodz Ghetto until July 1944 and 
its liquidation. They were then sent to 
Auschwitz in cattle cars. Zigi survived 
the death camp and the enforced death 
march as Soviet troops approached.

He was liberated by Allied troops and 
then came to England after he received 
a letter from a woman who thought she 
was his mother. 

“I have lived in England for 65 years and 
I have a good life, I have a wonderful 
family, but what I have witnessed you 
do not forget quickly”. That’s why it 
is important that young people are 
reminded not to hate.”

After talking to the students and having 
lunch with some of them, Zigi attended a 
ceremony arranged by Year 13 students 
who had recently visited Auschwitz, with 
the Holocaust Educational Trust, and 
St John’s horticulture students. Zigi 
planted a June Berry tree as the centre 
piece of a small memorial garden that 
the students had planned in memory of 
all of the survivors of the Holocaust.

zigi shiPPeR 
RetuRns tO 
st JOhn’s
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A group of Year 8 History students went 
to Newcastle University’s Robinson 
Library in June where they were able to 
access some unique original documents 
about Cholera in Gateshead in the 
Nineteenth Century. Students then went 
on to the Catherine Cookson Building to 
use the labs where they trialled different 
treatments of cholera from the original 
resources through to the modern day.  

Some of the students’ responses to 
the visit included ‘amazing’ ‘awesome’ 
‘exciting’ ‘fun’ ‘enjoyable’ ‘scientific’ 
‘fascinating’ ‘tiring’ and ‘cool’ ….and the 
list goes on!!

‘cRacking 
chOleRa’

Eight students from Year 10 
recently participated in a Catholic 
Partnership Business Enterprise 
competition at St Anthony’s 
School in Sunderland.
Laura Allison, Lucy Dart, Sophie 
Peat and Emma Dodds made up one 
team, The Lagoons, and they had to 
design a product based around the 
Cadbury’s brand and the Olympics. Our 
second team was made up of Anganile 
Mwanjoka, Liam Natress, Alisha Oakden 
and Marzanur Miah who were given 
McDonalds as their brand.

The Lagoons creatively designed and 
produced an Olympic Torch ice cream. 
Classic vanilla laced with caramel made 
up to look like the flame of the torch.  

The other team created a McDonalds 
meal deal that related to each of the 
Olympic nations.

St John’s managed to come away with 
first and third places from a field of 15 
teams and winners Anganile, Alisha, 
Marzanur and Liam were thrilled to 
discover that their concept had won  
the competition. 

They said ‘the trip was a good experience 
because we could put all the skills we 
learnt into practise. Also, there was good 
competition and everyone was very friendly.’
All of the participants thoroughly  
enjoyed the event and concluded that 
they would advise next year’s business 
class to take part!

ENTERPRISE TEAM bRINg 
HoME THE TRoPHY!
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Our fourth annual visit to Peru 
this summer took us to the 
remote town of Iquitos in the 
middle of the Amazon Rainforest. 
Only accessible by boat or plane, Iquitos 
is home to 700 000 people, 46% of whom 
live in extreme poverty and where, by the 
river, the infant mortality rate is 42%.  

Those of us lucky enough to participate 
in Project Peru 2012 had the privilege 
of working in the parish of Terminal on 
the outskirts of the town. The area has 
no running water and the population is 
increasing rapidly, with many families 
choosing to leave their remote villages in 
favour of town-life. Some families were 
forced to move there following the recent 
flooding of their riverside homes earlier 
this year. Father James, the parish priest 
there, has plans to build a parish school 
and it was with this in mind that the St 
John’s group arrived, ready to assist with 
the building of the first classroom. 

The group spent each morning working 
alongside two local builders, clearing the 
land, bricklaying and plastering. Local 
children were very keen to join the group 
and support the work, whilst Frisbee and 
volleyball proved to be effective team-
building games. The culmination of the 
project was celebrated with Mass in the 
parish church and a blessing of the new 
building and its workers, both local and 

international. Whilst it may be some 
time before the school is completed, 
it will, in the meantime, and with the 
support of The Peru Mission, be used 
as a food kitchen, serving those families 
most in need in the local community.    

After an Iquitos-style siesta, the 
afternoons were spent working in La 
Casa de la Niña, a centre for girls aged 
5-16, whose parents lived in remote 
parts of the region and who, without 
the support of the centre, would not be 
able to send them to school. La Casa de 
la Niña is an oasis amidst chaos, with 
simple yet immaculately clean buildings, 
beautiful trees and plants, and where 
the girls feel safe and are clearly given 
a great deal of care. St John’s students 
led afternoon lessons in English, whilst 
teaching craft activities. The highlight 
of the work there was perhaps the 
enthusiastic Sports’ Day and the handing 
over of 40 beautiful handmade dresses 
made back in the UK by textiles teacher 
Debbie Brown and students from both 
St John’s and a number of our feeder 
Primary Schools.  

Our visit to Iquitos could not be complete 
without a visit into the depths of the 
jungle, so at the end of our time there 
we boarded a little boat and headed up 
river, watching playful pink dolphins as 
they leapt out of the water beside us. 
On our journey we visited a local tribal 

community where we were introduced to 
their culture, learning how to hunt with 
poisonous arrows. Later that evening, 
what we were told was a neighbourhood 
‘farm’ turned out to be a habitat for 
friendly monkeys, racoons, parrots and 
toucans, as well as a fierce – and not 
quite so friendly – anaconda!  From 
our remote jungle lodge we took walks 
into the forest, learning about plant life 
and experiencing a magnificent rainfall 
which gave us reason to use our beloved 
ponchos. This was the ‘jungle’ we had all 
imagined!

Our visit to Iquitos was certainly a 
life-changing - if at times emotional – 
experience for all involved, and we know 
that working with some of the world’s 
poorest people was a privilege afforded 
to us in a world whose inequalities have 
become increasingly apparent. Our 
daily reflection time gave us a chance to 
share our thoughts and understandings 
of all we were witnessing, whilst 
laughter and fun inspired the energy 
and enthusiasm we needed to make the 
most of every minute spent together  
in what we know will come to have a 
profound influence upon our lives. We 
remain so very grateful to the St John’s 
community for your on-going support, 
and will treasure the memories of an 
extraordinary journey.  

Jo Hopper

PRoJEcT  
PERU 2012: 
iQuitOs
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MUSIc & ART AT ST JOHN’S

The Music Department embarked upon 
their second annual music tour from 
15th – 19th July this year – this time 
to beautiful Belgium.  During the trip 
the students performed in a number 
of venues including the Berkenhof 
Residential Home, Place Du Village 
Bruparck next to Mini Europe and in 
St Peter’s Church in Leuven, where 
they presented a variety of musical 
repertoire in many different styles 
and genres – from solos and duets to 
larger ensembles pieces.  During their 
visit students had time to explore the 
sights of Bruges and Brussels, as well 
as the Walibi theme park.  We even 
made time to visit a chocolate factory 
and discover how Belgian Chocolate  
is made…!!

belgium 
music tOuR

PockET SNAkES AT 
THE ExcEl cENTRE
The Snakes were invited to perform 
as part of the entertainment for the 
Future Business Magnates celebration 
evening held at the Excel Centre on 
Friday 6th July.  The event brought local 
businesses and schools together to work 
on various projects throughout the year.  
The snakes kept the young audience 
entertained with a selection of covers 
and some of their original material. 

STUdENTS PERfoRM 
AT bISHoP AUcklANd 
collEgE PRoMS! 
On Sunday 1st July, Forte! and  
Blown Away students performed at the 
Bishop Auckland College Proms event.  
Students played a selection of material, 
from Pop and Rock songs to Folk and 
Classical Music in preparation for their 
upcoming tour of Belgium.  Other acts 
at the event included the Hurworth 
Brass Band, the Cobweb Orchestra and 
X-factors’ Joe McElderry!

dISToRTIoN: bISHoP 
AUcklANd ToWN HAll 
‘Distortion’ Music Festival was held on 
Friday 22nd June 2012 at Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall. The event was organised by the 
St John’s Year 12 Btec Music Students to 
showcase bands from within the school 
and the local area. ‘The Slush Puppies’, 
‘We Killed The Bass Player’ and ‘Pocket 
Snakes’ all delivered quality performances 
and entertained a lively audience with both 
covers and original material. The purpose 
of the event was to promote upcoming 
bands and to raise money for the Music 
Tour to Belgium.

On Wednesday 30th May the Year 12 Btec Music Group (The 
Slush Puppies) provided entertainment for the Bishop Auckland 
Town Council Youth Awards evening held in Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall. The band performed a variety of songs throughout 
the evening and were very well received by the young audience. 
The event organised to celebrate the work of various youth 
groups and charities from  across County Durham.

YEAR 12 AT bISHoP  
AUcklANd YoUTH AWARdS 
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charlie frankcom and Mark Hyatt 
formed ‘We killed the bass Player’ in 
late 2010 and since then they have been 
performing gigs in the local area. 

Their music is influenced by bands such 
as Green Day, The Sex Pistols, Dead 
Kennedys, The Specials and many more. 
‘We Killed the Bass Player’ perform a 
wide variety of songs in different styles 
ranging from Punk, Ska, Indie and 
Grunge. The band members also write 
their own material and are currently 
working on an E.P which will be 
available at their gigs. If you would like 
more information about the band please 
visit their Facebook page. 

‘The Snakes’ are a four piece alternative 
rock band that have been together 
for 9 months. The band is made up 
of St John’s Sixth Form students Joe 
Gallagher (drums), Callum Merrington 

(bass), Chris Gooch (lead guitar) and 
Josh Hoggart (lead vocalist/guitar).  
The band gigs regularly in venues  
across County Durham, performing a 
wide selection of music including some 
of their own material. They have recently 
recorded their first EP which consists 
entirely of original songs and they are 
also working on new material for an 
upcoming album. 

Both bands recently represented the 
school by performing at a welcome 
event for the arrival of the International 
Junior Olympic Athletes. The event was 
organised by Durham County Music 
Service and for the 300 athletes at the 
Youth Village in Consett on 13th June 12.

‘WE kIllEd THE  
bASS PlAYER’ &  
‘THE SNAkES’  
AT THE YoUTH vIllAgE

lOcal 
heROes 
PROJect 
Students in our Year 7 
History Club enjoyed their 
visit to Durham County 
Record Office where they 
learned about the keeping of 
archives and were allowed 
into the strong room. 

They have also spent an exciting 
morning at Bensham Grove Pottery 
with ceramics artist Christine Constant.  
Christine has since been into school, 
accompanied by Elaine Drainville, Senior 
Lecturer in Film and Media Studies 
at Sunderland University, to guide 
the students through the process of 
creating a storyboard about their hero, 
Dennis Glass, who rescued a girl from 
drowning in the River Wear in 1963. This 
storyboard will form the basis of the 
design for a ceramic plaque which will 
be installed in the school garden. Each 
of the three Primary Schools involved 
has also identified an appropriate hero 
and the Project will be completed in the 
autumn.Almost 300 students including 

all of Year 7, musicians from 
throughout the school and a Year 
8 Spanish class were treated to 
a very special performance by 
Spanish band Banda de la Maria, as 
part of the Durham Brass Festival 
supported by The Forge. Highly 
accomplished instrumentalists, the 
band was extremely entertaining 
and energetic, insisting on full 
engagement and lively audience 
participation!

bANdA dE 
lA MARIA
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Congratulations to the whole team who 
displayed great creativity and performed 
to an extremely high standard with 
their poems based on the themes 
of Truce and the Olympic value of 
Friendship!  Special congratulations to 
the Truce team, Remote Clicks (Bethany 
Bridgwater, Mark Hyatt, Jake Long and 
Edward Stringer) who won the Shake 
the Stage Award for the Most Striking 
Individual Performance Technique!  
Well done too to Hannah Poulton in the 
Friendship team, Today’s Special (with 
Josh Bridgwater, Jabie Day and Neve 
Reynolds) who won the team award for 
showing the most positive development 
throughout the project!

Shake the Dust, a nationwide youth 
poetry slam, has given young people 
the opportunity to work with leading 
spoken word poets to write, perform 
and compete with their words.  After 
a day spent with fellow competitors 
participating in workshops and other 
activities with professional poet coaches, 
shadow poets and performance artists 
Joe Hakim and Maxwell Golden, our 
team of 8 finalists took part in the 
evening performance and slam which 
showed the next generation of poets 
come together with spoken word artists 
and special guests.

SHAkE THE dUST 
REgIoNAl fINAl  
AT ARc, STockToN, 16 JUNE 2012 

Students in the Art Department spent 
two days working with designer-maker 
Liam Hopkins of the creative practice 
Lazerian.  His recent collections include 
furniture made from recycled cardboard, 
inspired by the structure of crystals and 
wasps’ nests.  When students visited 
the Vanguard-Progressive Exhibition in 
Hamsterley, how proud they were to see 
their own work on display alongside that 
of Liam and three other professional 
artists!  Some of the students gained 
further experience by helping to man 
the exhibition over the weekend and 
explain some of the creative processes 
to visitors.  Highlights Tour Director was 
so impressed with St John’s input that 
she has invited us to participate in next 
year’s craft tour!

highlights 
cOntemPORaRY 
cRaFt tOuR

A rather astonishing number of Year 8 
students signed up to do an Arts Award 
and create Jubilee Mosaics. Almost 70 
students enjoyed creative workshops 
with artist Susan Warlock, producing 
some exciting and imaginative designs 
reflecting the past 60 years.  We are 
now working out the most effective plan 
of action to ensure the inclusion of as 
many ideas as possible and to enable all 
those who wish to continue to do so as 
the Award includes visits, presentations 
and the sharing of skills.  The project 
continues in the autumn as the students 
enter Year 9.  

ARTS AWARd 
JUbIlEE MoSAIcS

St John’s Performing Arts 
Department recently performed 
a concert at Bishop Auckland 
Castle to celebrate the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee. They performed 
a programme of British pieces, 
including the James Bond Theme, 
Elgar’s ‘Pomp and Circumstance’, 
‘All you need is love’ by the Beatles 
and Karl Jenkins’ ‘Adiemus’. They 
performed in both the Chapel and 
the Throne room and selections of 
Drama and Performance Poetry 
were also shown. The guests were 
treated to British refreshments 
such as scones with fresh cream 
and strawberries and all money 
raised supported the Music 
Department tour of Belgium  
in July.    

We were delighted that the event 
was attended by Sue Snowdon, 
Deputy Lord Lieutenant of the 
County of Durham. She described 
the programme as diverse and 
challenging with its combination 
of literature, music, drama 
and humour and said she felt 
privileged to be present at an 
evening to remember in such  
a magnificent setting. 

If you enjoy singing or playing 
an instrument, the department 
would really love you to become 
a member of one of their 
ensembles…hope to see you soon!

Written by Freya Kalus

Royal Jubilee concert,  
a feast of Words and Music 
at Auckland castle
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INTERNATIoNAl 
YoUTH gAMES 
Staff from the International  
Office commented on the 
excellent behaviour of St John’s 
students at the International 
Youth Games. 
The 3 day programme took place 
in June, with students aged 13-15 
representing Durham in competitions 
against students from the County’s 
twinned regions in France and Hungary, 
USA, Bangladesh, Italy, Germany, 
Jordan, Slovakia and Russia.

A total of 11 countries took part and all 
of the St Johns students won at least 
1 gold medal - winning a total of 15 

medals as a team. DURHAM took the 
overall trophy, beating Germany (2nd) 
and Hungary (3rd). 

Representing the school at the event 
were,  Matthew Bradley (Yr 9) in the 
swimming and Ashlyn Bland (Yr 8), 
Chloe Allison (Yr 9), Matthew Raisbeck 
(Yr 9), Declan Middleton (Yr 9) and Josh 
Fodden (Yr 9) in the athletics events.

A big thank you also to the Sixth Form 
students who were a credit to the 
school in performing their duties as 
helpers and officials at the event; Amy 
Brown, Ben Kelly, Lauren Teasdale, 
Zayley Currie, Matthew Coulthard, 
Megan De Villiers, Cameron Wilkinson, 
Ryan Weldon, Michael Stewart, Melody 
Miller, Scott Winterburn (King James), 
Kate Dixon (King James).

SPoRT AT ST JOHN’S

St John’s were runners up in 
this year’s County Super Sixes 
Golf competition.
The competition is a new venture that 
the Golf Foundation has introduced 
to encourage students who have little 
or no golf experience to get into the 
sport, building upon the curriculum golf 
that students in Years 8, 9 and 10 have 
undertaken during the summer term. 

The format is very simple to use in 
lessons with students planning their 
own courses and then playing various 
formats of the game. Our students won 
the local qualifying event and lost only 
to Durham Johnston by two shots at the 
County final. We hope that participation 
in the competition will encourage more 
students to undertake golf coaching 
which is available at some of our partner 
community clubs, and build upon 
Durham County Golf Partnership’s ‘Get 
into Golf’ initiative. Indoor golf coaching 
will commence at school in September 
and will run as a pre-school activity in 
the sports hall. For further details please 
contact Mr Rhodes.

coUNTY SUPER 
SIxES golf 

School & Sixth Form College
A Catholic Academy

SJohn’s
T: 01388 603246  

E: staff@stjohnsrc.org.uk 
www.stjohnsrc.org.uk

St John’s School & Sixth form college, A catholic Academy 
Woodhouse lane, bishop Auckland, county durham dl14 6JT
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ST JoHN’S ANd  
bISHoP AUcklANd 
ST MARY’S fooTbAll 
PARTNERSHIP 
Bishop Auckland St Mary’s and 
St Johns have continued to build 
a strong sporting partnership 
following a generous kit donation  
to the School. 
With so many matches, and competition 
for sponsorship at a premium in the 
current economic climate, St John’s is 
grateful for the clubs ongoing support. 
The club secretary and Manager of Bishop 
Auckland Town U-18 team Dr Robert 
Bowen presented the school with the kits, 
reinforcing one of the strongest sporting 
partnerships in Bishop Auckland, which 
continues to provide high quality football 
experiences for the community and student 
populations alike. St John’s will enter 
the coming season looking to build on 
the amazing 7 Bishop Auckland Schools’ 
District trophies we won last year.

cRIckET SEASoN  
NoT QUITE A WASHoUT!
Two of the school’s cricket teams had 
very encouraging seasons this year. 
The Under 13 team, which was made 
up of a mix of Year 7 and 8 students 
played both inter cricket (softball) and 
11 aside hardball competitions. Having 
been successful at the local play-off 
against Parkside, they won the County 
Games Inter Cricket competition and 
were hoping to go on to take the title at 
the Durham Cricket Board finals, but as 
with most events last summer the rain 
unfortunately resulted in the event being 
cancelled. The boys also made it through 
to the quarter final of the County Cup 
and lost agonisingly by one run to High 

Tunstall School from Hartlepool. This 
was a really disappointing result having 
bowled well to keep the opponents down 
to a score of 48. 

At Under 14 the boys made the Quarter 
Finals of the hardball competition for 
the third year in a row. Having beaten 
last years winners in the earlier rounds, 
confidence was high. They lost to St 
Aidan’s in a game which had to be 
moved indoors due to the weather. The 
swinging ball made batting conditions 
very difficult with St John’s losing by 
24 runs to a team they had beaten the 
previous year.

our congratulations to liam burgess, 
Zach Hemming and Toby dart on their 
county representation last year.


