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‘Tis the season to remember loved ones, past and present



02 03A Learning Community Guided by Gospel Valueswww.stjohnsrc.org.uk

WELCOME

As you read our newsletter, you will 
see that it is full of amazing accounts 
of how our students have made the 
most of their own special gifts, living 
life to the full, whilst supporting those 
less fortunate than ourselves.  The 
joy and fulfilment that our young 
people generate, when they commit 
themselves to the many activities 
outlined in this newsletter, enrich our 
whole community and, on behalf of 
our Governors and staff, we would like 
to congratulate our students on their 
achievements and endeavours during 
this term.

At this special time of year students, 
staff, families and 4 of our local 
primary schools came together 
to celebrate the season of Advent 
with a special candle-light service.  
Pupils from St Chad’s, St Charles, St 
Cuthbert’s and St Wilfrid’s Primary 
Schools, alongside members of St 
Joseph’s Church Choir, Coundon, 
joined St John’s School Choir and 
orchestra for an evening of music, 
reflection and scripture readings.  
From our wonderful readers to our 
talented musicians and choirs, all 
students embraced the true meaning 
of Christmas to make the event a truly 
memorable and beautiful occasion.  

In this season of Advent, there is no doubt that the acts of 
giving and receiving are at the very heart of Christmas.  

LISA BYRON
Head Teacher

Dear Students, Families and Friends of St John’s,

Recognising that many people in 
our community and beyond may 
be vulnerable and experiencing 
difficulties at this time of year, we 
have been keen to offer our support 
in a variety of ways.  As a school, 
we have collected many food items 
during Advent and have donated 
to local foodbanks and charitable 
organisations including The Well and 
Wear Valley Women’s Aid. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
you all for your kind donations to our 
foodbank collections.  We have been 
overwhelmed by your generosity and 
we know that your contributions will 
make a real difference to individuals 
and families during this festive period.  

Similarly, our students demonstrated 
their love and kindness for others by 
taking part in “Operation Christmas 
Child,” donating simple shoebox gifts 
for children in over 150 countries.  We 
are delighted that we contributed 234 
shoeboxes to the Samaritan’s Purse 
appeal this year.    

Every year at St John’s, we open our 
doors to local parishioners for an 
afternoon of fun and festivities as they 
join us for their annual Christmas 
lunch.  This year we were overjoyed 
to welcome over 100 members of the 
community, from local churches and 
surrounding parishes.  Guests enjoyed 
a full Christmas lunch with all the 
trimmings, followed by Christmas 
pudding and a sing-along with the 
school choir.  Staff and students all 
rallied around to serve our guests and 

created an amazing afternoon for all 
concerned.  As several parishioners 
commented, “We have been treated 
like VIPs … many thanks for a splendid 
lunch and welcoming atmosphere 
… It was a pleasure to experience 
the courtesy and camaraderie of 
all involved.”  We look forward to 
welcoming everyone back again next 
year and have already started to take 
bookings!

Our Christmas Fair, organised by our 
Year 12 students, has helped to raise 
funds for St John’s “Project Peru.” The 
enthusiasm and commitment of our 
young people never cease to amaze 
us and their hard work has resulted 
in £1,700 being raised for this worthy 
cause.  Well done one and all!

During the term, it has been wonderful 
to see staff, students and the local 
community working in partnership 
together.  As our newsletter shows, we 
are delighted that our students have 
taken full advantage of the amazing 
opportunities available to them, 
demonstrating their God-given talents 
and gifts both within and beyond our 
learning community.  

On behalf of all the Governors and 
staff at St John’s, I would like to wish 
you and your families a very happy 
and peaceful Christmas.

Lisa Byron 
Head Teacher

‘Giving’

AN INFLUX OF SANTAS  
AT ST JOHN’S 
Christmas has arrived early this year, thanks 
to the generosity of our Year 8 and Year 10 
students. This year we asked students to 
contribute to our Reverse Advent Calendar, 
a project where students bring items for 
others in to school during Advent. Donations 
have ranged from the practical (toilet rolls, 
hygiene products, packs of rice and pasta) 
to the more festive (mince pies, chocolates 
and Christmas puddings.) All in all, the 
students and their tutors have filled more 
than 50 boxes with donations. These have 
been distributed to Wear Valley Women’s Aid, 
Woodhouse Close Church Food Bank and 
The Salvation Army. “We have been bowled 
over by the wonderful response we’ve had to 
our Reverse Advent Calendar. The difference 
this will make to local people is tremendous 
and we are so proud of our students for their 
kindness,” said Mrs McAloon, Head of Year 8.

We decided to raise funds for 
Children with Cancer Charity in 
the spirt of giving at Christmas. 
We all baked and decorated 
cakes on Wednesday, 6 
December and spent breaktime 
selling our finished products. 
We managed to raise a total of 
£86.93! Well done to all of 7N for 
their excellent charity work.

Mr Callan

7N:  A TIME  
TO GIVE

HOUSE CHRISTMAS 
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Last summer students and staff from St John’s 
took part in a project with local artist Janet 
Rogers. This involved designing and creating 
five glass panels which illustrate St John and 
our four House Saints; Aidan, Bede, Cuthbert 
and Wilfrid. The panels were created and on 
Thursday 23rd November, Bishop Seamus 
Cunnningham visited St John’s School to 
bless our new glass artwork. Our school choir 
performed the hymn, You are Mine by David 
Haas and Sophia Dunn and Cameron Jennings 

BLESSING OF 
THE GLASS 
SAINTS’ 
PANELS

PRIMARY pupils and parishioners were 
invited to ‘come to the manger’ to help 
students welcome in the advent of 
Christmas.

Parents, carers, friends and family, 
staff, students and members of the local 
community were all invited to mark the 
beginning of the festive season as St John’s 
hosted its annual advent service.

Pupils from St Chad’s, St Charles, St 
Cuthbert’s and St Wilfrid’s Primary Schools, 
alongside members of the St Joseph’s 
Church Choir, joined the St John’s School 
Choir and orchestra for an evening of music, 
reflection and scripture readings.

School chaplain Emma Ramsey, said: “Our 
advent service not only marks the beginning 
of the festive season it also allows people to 
re-focus and reflect on the true meaning of 
Christmas.

“It is a wonderful occasion to invite pupils 
from our local catholic primary schools and 
members of the community, young and old, 
to join with us to celebrate around our empty 
manger and light a candle for the arrival of 
the infant Jesus.”

Primary pupils performed a host of 
Christmas carols including an animated 
rendition of ‘Sheep Sheep’ conducted by St 
John’s head of music Kim Wearmouth.

“We have been working in 4 of our feeder 
primary schools to rehearse for our advent 
service for a number of weeks,” said Mrs 
Wearmouth.

“They have performed wonderfully well and 
it’s lovely to have them all here together 
tonight alongside our own school musicians 
and choir.” 

Guests were also treated to refreshments 
and a seasonal mince pie while they viewed 
a pop up art gallery of work from students 
from key stages 3 and 4.

Headteacher Lisa Byron added: “It has been 
a wonderful service which has captured the 
true meaning of Christmas. I would like to 
thank the choirs, readers and musicians, 
who have shared their talents with us this 
evening, as well as all of the staff who have 
worked extremely hard to produce and 
support this amazing event.”

Advent Service: 
“Come to the 
Manger”

CHAPLAIN NEWS

Contemporary nativity scenes, 3D snowflakes 
and digital dogs were highlights of an advent 
window as a retired teacher joined her 
former students for an official unveiling of 
their work.

Recently retired assistant headteacher Julie 
Mackenley, who served St John’s for 35 
years, was invited to officiate at the festive 
unwrapping.

Year 9 students and their art teacher 
Natasha Kipling worked tirelessly on the 
Yuletide display, part of the annual advent 
window project to attract visitors to the town.

The idea of David Pott and backed by Town 
Team, the St John’s window was one of 23 
across Bishop Auckland transformed into an 
advent display in partnership with a host of 
organisations including schools.

Students designed the display with the theme 
of the carol ‘See Amid the Winter Snow’ and 
to match the commercial premises, Mutley’s 
Dog Grooming Parlour, in Newgate Street, 
owned by Tracy Purvis.

They were joined for the unveiling by 
members of the school band, who played the 
carol, Town Team volunteers and teaching 
staff.

Miss Mackenley said: “I had such a lovely 
time at the school and am delighted to be 
asked to unveil this lovely advent window.”

www.stjohnsrc.org.uk  Above: Dog parlour owner Tracy Purvis inspects the advent window 

  Students designed the display with the theme of the carol 
See Amid the Winter Snow and to match the commercial 
premises, Mutley's Dog Grooming Parlour, in Newgate 
Street, owned by Tracy Purvis. 
  They were joined for the unveiling by members of the 
school band, who played the carol, Town Team volunteers 
and teaching staff. 
  Miss Mackenley said: “I had such a lovely time at the 
school and am delighted to be asked to unveil this lovely 
advent window.” 
  Ms Purvis said: “The children have done a brilliant job and 
you can see just how much effort they have put into the  
window display. The carol is one of my favourites; anything 
with snow in it is always Christmassy.” 
  Mr Pott added: “I had seen the advent window idea in a 
town when I lived in the South and thought it would be great 
for Bishop Auckland. It has been great way to involve the 
whole community.” 
  Town Team chairman Nigel Bryson said: “The project  
encourages people to follow a trail around town and get a 
real feel for where things are. It also attracts a host of  
visitors so promotes Bishop Auckland as a tourist  
destination.” 
  Students based their Christmas scene on the work of artist 
Michela Keck. Mrs Kipling said: “They have done a brilliant 
job with a lot of the finishing work being done unaided in 
their own time. 
  “The snowflakes involved a team effort as each student 
made a petal and they had to work together to form the 
flakes. It has been such a lovely project which everyone has 
thoroughly enjoyed.” 

ADVENT WINDOWS ON DISPLAY
Primary pupils from St Charles RCVA Primary 
School, Spennymoor Joshua Hodgson and Ezri 
Harmer hold a candle for the arrival of advent.

Chaplain Emma Ramsey and students from St John’s celebrate advent with pupils from St Chad’s, St 
Charles, St Cuthbert’s and St Wilfrid’s Primary Schools

read a brief description of the lives of each 
Saint. The blessing was well attended by 
staff, invited guests and school governors. 
Bishop Seamus very kindly took the time to 
also bless the 28 glass postcards created 
by students, veterans and 2 serving officers 
from Poole, which are currently on display 
in our Main Reception, positioned on 3 
steel crosses designed and crafted by Ian 
Maddison our Design Technology Technician 
and Year 11 student Bartosz Czerniawski.

Ms Purvis said: “The children have done a 
brilliant job and you can see just how much 
effort they have put into the window display. 
The carol is one of my favourites; anything 
with snow in it is always Christmassy.”

Mr Pott added: “I had seen the advent 
window idea in a town when I lived in the 
South and thought it would be great for 
Bishop Auckland. It has been great way to 
involve the whole community.”

Town Team chairman Nigel Bryson said: 
“The project encourages people to follow 
a trail around town and get a real feel for 
where things are. It also attracts a host of 
visitors so promotes Bishop Auckland as a 
tourist destination.”

Students based their Christmas scene on 
the work of artist Michela Keck. Mrs Kipling 
said: “They have done a brilliant job with a lot 
of the finishing work being done unaided in 
their own time.

“The snowflakes involved a team effort as 
each student made a petal and they had to 
work together to form the flakes. It has been 
such a lovely project which everyone has 
thoroughly enjoyed.”

Mr Quigleys’s Year 9 class had their Advent 
Window unveiled at the Fifteas Vintage 
Tearoom on Sunday 17 December. It is 
inspired by The Little Drummer Boy and with 

its beautifully painted drummer boys, tea 
pots and tea cups, we hope it will cause quite 
a stir! 

www.stjohnsrc.org.uk  Above: Dog parlour owner Tracy Purvis inspects the advent window 

  Students designed the display with the theme of the carol 
See Amid the Winter Snow and to match the commercial 
premises, Mutley's Dog Grooming Parlour, in Newgate 
Street, owned by Tracy Purvis. 
  They were joined for the unveiling by members of the 
school band, who played the carol, Town Team volunteers 
and teaching staff. 
  Miss Mackenley said: “I had such a lovely time at the 
school and am delighted to be asked to unveil this lovely 
advent window.” 
  Ms Purvis said: “The children have done a brilliant job and 
you can see just how much effort they have put into the  
window display. The carol is one of my favourites; anything 
with snow in it is always Christmassy.” 
  Mr Pott added: “I had seen the advent window idea in a 
town when I lived in the South and thought it would be great 
for Bishop Auckland. It has been great way to involve the 
whole community.” 
  Town Team chairman Nigel Bryson said: “The project  
encourages people to follow a trail around town and get a 
real feel for where things are. It also attracts a host of  
visitors so promotes Bishop Auckland as a tourist  
destination.” 
  Students based their Christmas scene on the work of artist 
Michela Keck. Mrs Kipling said: “They have done a brilliant 
job with a lot of the finishing work being done unaided in 
their own time. 
  “The snowflakes involved a team effort as each student 
made a petal and they had to work together to form the 
flakes. It has been such a lovely project which everyone has 
thoroughly enjoyed.” 



06 07A Learning Community Guided by Gospel Valueswww.stjohnsrc.org.uk

FESTIVE FUN FOR THE LOCAL COMMUNITY
LOCAL parishioners enjoyed a feast of 
festive food and entertainment as caring 
students served up a seasonal treat.

St John’s welcomed over 100 members 
of the community, from local churches 
and surrounding parishes, for an 
afternoon of fun and festivities at their 
annual Christmas lunch.

After being greeted with tea and coffee, 
guests enjoyed a full Christmas lunch 
with all the trimmings, followed by 
Christmas pudding and a sing-along 
with the school choir.

School chaplain Emma Ramsey said: 
“For the past few years we have 
welcomed around 20 parishioners to our 
festive Christmas lunch. This year we 
have had more then 100 people take us 
up on our invitation and it’s wonderful to 
welcome them all here to celebrate with 
us today.

“Our local parishes are strong 
supporters of our school so it’s lovely to 
be able to give something back to them.

“Christmas can sometimes be a lonely 
time, especially for older members of 
the community, so we are extremely 
happy that they have come today to meet 
other people and enjoy an afternoon of 
festive cheer.”

Sixth Form and Year 7 students were 
on hand to meet and greet people on 
arrival before they were served tea and 
coffee by Sixth Form Health and Social 
Care students and Year 9 students, 
who had made favour boxes and table 
decorations for the meal, served up the 
festive lunch to guests.

Duke of Edinburgh Award
With another year coming 
to a close the leaders are 
busy chasing participants for 
assessor’s reports to complete 
their awards.

At the moment we are recruiting 
for Bronze and Silver levels of 
the award and application forms 
will be sent out via the MyEd app 
very soon.

Now the expedition season has 
ended, it is our time to replace 
unserviceable equipment, clean 
stoves, refold the tents and store 
everything ready for next March.

Keld, in the Yorkshire Dales, was 
invaded by our Silver Expedition 
groups in September. After starting 
out from the TanHill Inn, England’s 
highest pub, the groups navigated 
across open moorland with the local 
sheep for company.  The expedition 
finished in Reeth market place three 
days later.

Every year we are adding new 
locations for our expeditions, we 

currently visit Weardale, Teesdale, 
Yorkshire Dales and the Lake District.  
We are looking forward to next year 
when we add the North York Moors 
and Northumberland to add variety 
and a new challenge for our groups.

Reviewing the DofE year has 
reaffirmed to me the value of the 
award to our students and the 
commitment of our staff who give up 
their time after school and weekends 
to support the students through their 
DofE journey.

Mr J Lamb

Anyone for tea? St John’s A level students Libby 
Burns, 16, Katie Brown, 16 and Faye Burns, 16 

Headteacher Lisa Byron added: “We are 
delighted to have had such a massive 
response to our Christmas lunch.

“It is really important to us that we 
can provide an opportunity for people 
to come together at this special time 
of year.  We have been amazed by the 
response from the local community and 
our students have thoroughly enjoyed 
being part of this fantastic event.  We are 
incredibly proud of the students, who 
have been a credit to St John’s today, 
and we are extremely grateful for all the 
help and support of our staff, who have 
worked hard to make our Christmas 
lunch such a special occasion for all 
involved. On behalf of St John’s we 
would like to wish everyone a happy and 
peaceful Christmas.”

St John’s students Neve Mason, 15, of Bishop 
Auckland and Caitlin McLeod, 15, of Coundon 
serve up a Christmas treat to Margaret and 
George Lee

THE FORCE IS 
WITH THEM!
Thirty students from Year 7 and 
Year 8 recently visited the VUE 
cinema in Darlington for screenings 
of Rogue 1: A Star Wars Story and 
Fantastic Beasts And Where To Find 
Them. This was part of a national 
school initiative, Into Film Festival, 
which enables and encourages 
young people to experience and 
enjoy the magic of movies. The 
lucky students earned their visit 
by achieving praise points from 
teachers for positive attitude, 
behaviour and progress in class. 

ADA. ADA. ADA. 
A group of Year 8 students from DT 
Textiles and Science were taken to 
Bishop Auckland Town Hall for Ada.
Ada.Ada - an inspiring interactive 
educational performance about Ada 
Lovelace. 

In 1843 Ada Lovelace applied her 
imagination to mathematical genius 
to develop the world’s first complex 
computer program. She did this 100 
years before a computer existed, then 
she was written out of history. Using 
Ada’s own words, an LED dress and 
half a kilometer of string, students 
watched a performance about her 
life, inspiring them to become more 
‘Ada’ and getting creative with 
Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths. The group took part in a 
computer coding session and they 
were all fantastic! 

 

A MAGICAL theatre performance 
dazzled the audience as it took 
to the stage to welcome in the 
festive season.

On Thursday 14 December, 
St John’s welcomed the 
Northumberland Theatre 
Company in partnership with 
the Highlights Rural Touring 
Scheme and their stage 
adaptation of the George 
MacDonald fantasy novel The 
Princess and the Goblin.

Providing a pre-Christmas treat 
for children aged five and over, the 
production told the story of Princess 
Irene, who the bride-to-be of the goblin 
king's son — but unfortunately he hasn't 
actually asked her yet.

With catchy songs, silly dance routines 
and lots of fun for everyone, The Princess 
and the Goblin is a story about growing 
up, making friends and the importance 
of friends and family. 

St John’s arts co-ordinator Jaquie 
Holloway said: “St John’s was delighted 
to welcome NTC and knew the company 
would display their customary creativity 
to transform the hall into a place of 
wonder where they can weave their 
storytelling magic.

“The show was fully staged with dazzling 
scenery, lighting and special effects and 
was the perfect festive entertainment for 
young and old alike.” 

THE PRINCESS AND THE GOBLIN
www.stjohnsrc.org.uk  

 “St John’s School is delighted to welcome NTC 
and knows the company will display their  
customary creativity to transform the hall into 
a place of wonder where they can weave their 
storytelling magic.” 
St John’s arts co-ordinator Jaquie Holloway  
 
  With catchy songs, silly dance routines and lots of 
fun for everyone, The Princess and the Goblin is a 
story about growing up, making friends and the  
importance of friends and family. 
  St John’s School and Sixth Form College arts  
co-ordinator Jaquie Holloway said: “St John’s School 
is delighted to welcome NTC and knows the company 
will display their customary creativity to transform the 
hall into a place of wonder where they can weave their 
storytelling magic. 
  “The show will be fully staged with dazzling scenery, 
lighting and special effects and is the perfect festive 
entertainment for young and old alike.” 
  The show comes to St John’s School and Sixth Form 
College on Thursday, December 14, at 6pm. 



08 09A Learning Community Guided by Gospel Valueswww.stjohnsrc.org.uk

New Science 
Ambassadors
This term 10 students from Years 8 and 9 
have become Science Ambassadors. They 
took part in a space themed training day 
run by the Institute of Physics where they 
practised delivering activities focussing 
on communication and team work skills. 
Further after school training sessions have 
focused on growth mindset, communicating 
with different audiences and getting ‘hands 
on’ with demonstrations.

Our Sixth Form students have also been 
involved; they attended the training day as 
Mentors, having undergone training to allow 
them to assist in delivering the activities - 
including being responsible for the safety of 
rockets and projectiles!

The Science Ambassadors attended EDF 
energy’s LAB Live in Hartlepool in November 
where they experienced two live science 
shows, inspiring them with the maths behind 
weird and wonderful shapes and the science 
behind fireworks.

The Science Ambassadors, along with their 
Sixth Form mentors, are now going to take 
their activities into our feeder primaries 
in the New Year. This programme aims to 
engage and inspire the younger students 
about Science and allows them to get hands 
on with new activities, whilst providing the 
Science Ambassadors and Mentors with 
a chance to improve their communication 
skills, team working abilities and self-
confidence.

Good luck and well done to everyone who is 
involved.

RAISING MONEY IN MEMORY OF JAMES
Throughout this year students within 
Year 9 have been raising money for a 
great cause close to their hearts; the 
Great North Air Ambulance, in honour 
of their dear friend James Cook. The 
students began their valiant efforts in 
Year 8 in the Summer Term embarking 
on a 40mile round trip bike ride to 
Lancaster. The boys and teachers 
involved raised an astounding £1560.50 
and are eagerly planning and awaiting 
the next outdoor biking adventure where 
they intend to bike to Consett within the 
summer term.

Alongside this Year 9 have continued 
their fundraising efforts by holding both 
a bake sale and Rugby Tournament 
within school. The bake sale was a 
great success with many excellent 
bakers donating their delectable treats 
raising an amazing £147.91 and fuelling 
students with sugar throughout the day 
to aid their engagement in the Rugby 
tournament. Each tutor group from 
Year 9 submitted both a boy and girl 
team for a 6-A-Side contest where they 
raised sponsorship to take part. All 
students who either participated in the 
matches or cheered from the side lines 
had a fantastic time and raised £302.30, 
bringing our grand total for this year to 
an absolutely outstanding £2172.11. 

I would like to thank all parents, grand-
parents, aunts, uncles, friends and 
anyone remaining that has sponsored 
any of our students throughout this 
year and have made our donation to this 
fantastic charity in honour of James the 
amazing total it is; without your support 
and the students’ efforts it would not 
have been possible. I wish you all a very 
merry Christmas and thank you again, 
Miss Robinson (English Teacher and 9N 
tutor). 

TOTAL  
FOR YEAR 

£2172.11

TIM PEAKE SPACECRAFT 
SCIENCE OUTREACH PROGRAM

St John’s was one of seven local schools 
selected to host the touring Tim Peake 
Spacecraft Science Outreach Program. 
Year 9 and 10 students experienced 
a science show featuring the top 10 
demonstrations from the Science Museum 
that explained the science behind getting 
a rocket into space. From loud bangs to 
liquid nitrogen, Pringles cans taking off and 
sparklers, the show was both entertaining 
and educational. 

A further trip to Locomotion in Shildon 
allowed a group of Year 10 students 
to see the actual spacecraft that Tim 

Peake descended back to Earth in. The 
group enjoyed taking spacesuit selfies, 
asking questions of an astrophysicist and 
undertook a digital astronaut training 
program, as well as looking at how 
travel has evolved from the steam trains 
traditionally associated with Shildon to 
space travel.

In January we look forward to welcoming 
Samsung’s virtual reality bus to 
school where students will be able to 
experience a 12 minute VR version of Tim 
Peake’s descent back to Earth from the 
International Space Station.
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EUROPEAN 
DAY OF 
LANGUAGES

MFL

GIFTED linguists flew the flag for modern languages with a day of conversation 
cuisine and culture. 

TAFF and students from St John’s School and Sixth 
Form College, Bishop Auckland, welcomed dozens of 
pupils from eight Catholic Partnership schools across 

the region to their annual European Day of Languages. 
The 90 Year 8 language pupils were met with a welcoming 
hot chocolate and croissant before being separated into 
mixed school groups for workshops in French Food,  
languages through football, French music, Portuguese and 
Russian. 

S 

Flying the 
Flag for  
Languages 

  Head of modern foreign languages at St John’s School 
and Sixth Form College Phil Robertson said: “It is  
wonderful to be able to bring so many of our Catholic  
Partnership schools together to celebrate languages,  
especially when issues such as Brexit are at the forefront 
of everyone’s minds. The day is also about the students 
having a lot of fun and getting to meet new people from all 
corners of the region to celebrate languages as one and 
make new friendships along the way.” 

Flying the flag for modern day 
languages, L-R, Callum Laing, 
12, St Leonard’s Catholic School, 
Durham, Jessica Robinson, 12, of St 
Anthony’s Girls’ Catholic Academy, 
Sunderland, Megan Salmon, 12, 
St of Thomas More RC Academy, 
North Shields, Phil Robertson, head 
of Modern Foreign Languages at St 
John’s School and Sixth Form, Bishop 
Auckland, Leah Brechin, 12, of St 
John’s School and Sixth Form, Bishop 
Auckland, Abigail McCarthy, 11, 
of Carmel College, Darlington, Jake 
Cuthbert, 12, of Our Lady and St 
Bede Catholic Academy, Stockton 
and Orlagh Windle, 12, of St Bede’s 
Catholic School and Sixth Form 
College, Lanchester

GIFTED linguists flew the flag for 
modern languages with a day of 
conversation cuisine and culture.

Staff and students from St John’s 
welcomed dozens of students from 
eight Catholic schools across the 
region to their annual European Day of 
Languages.

The 90 Year 8 language students were 
met with a welcoming hot chocolate 
and croissant before being separated 
into mixed school groups for workshops 
in French Food, languages through 
football, French music, Portuguese and 
Russian. 

Head of modern foreign languages 
at St John’s Phil Robertson said: “It 
is wonderful to be able to bring so 
many of our Catholic schools together 
to celebrate languages, especially 
when issues such as Brexit are at the 
forefront of everyone’s minds.

“The day is also about the students 
having a lot of fun and getting to meet 

new people from all corners of the 
region to celebrate languages as one 
and make new friendships along the 
way.”

The European Language Day is one of 
a host of initiatives that has seen St 
John’s School and Sixth Form College 
become a British Council accredited 
International School.

Alongside its annual Year 7 student 
exchange to Zaragoza in Spain, the 
school has established links with 
Iquitos in Peru, where sixth form 
students have travelled for the past 
five years to impoverished areas of the 
Amazon, helping to build soup kitchens 
and bakeries and working in local 
children’s homes, while Year 9 and 10 
students have visited Senlis, France, 
to pay their respects at the war graves 
and cemeteries of the WW1 Somme 
battlefields.

Teaching staff are benefitting from 
the initiative after the school secured 

40,000 Euros of EU funding for job 
shadowing and staff development 
opportunities through the Erasmus 
project in North West Spain, Turbingen, 
in Germany, Finland and Malaga, with a 
further 50,000 Euros secured for Year 9, 
10 and 11 students to undertake work 
experience in international commerce 
within a number of top Spanish based 
businesses including clothing giant 
Zara.

The school also subscribes to 
teachers of all subjects being given the 
opportunity to up skill their language 
development, through the government 
funded Teacher Subject Specialism 
Training, to encourage more staff to 
teach a language based subject in 
order to meet the Government’s aim 
of ensuring 75 per cent of all students 
study a modern foreign language by 
2020. 

STUDENTS have joined special forces 
and veterans of conflicts around the 
globe in a remembrance project driven 
by the mother of an army captain who 
died serving his country.

Sixteen students at St John’s helped 
to create a powerful exhibition that 
became the centrepiece of a Festival of 
Remembrance at Durham Cathedral.

Academy arts co-ordinator Jaquie 
Holloway has spent months working 
with students, staff, a glass artist and 
veterans from Phoenix House Recovery 
Centre, Catterick Garrison.

Members of the elite Special Boat 
Service have also been involved in the 
glass postcard initiative as a tribute 
to their fallen colleague, Jaquie’s son 
Richard, who died during an operation 
against Taliban insurgents in 2013.

The project was inspired by St John’s 
science teacher Philippa Clarke when 
she bought a collection of old postcards 
and showed them to Jaquie.

Hand-painted by Juliet Nora Williams, 
they were written and sent to 
Tynemouth-born Royal Field Artillery 
officer Kenneth Garnett, who was shot 
in the neck in August 1916 at the battle 
of the Somme and sent to the Empire 
Hospital, Chelsea.

The 25-year-old officer spent a year on 
his back in a hospital bed before dying 
almost 12 months later to the day.

“I was completely hooked by the story 
and thought it would make a great 
and thought-provoking project,” said 
Jaquie. “I wanted the project to have 
depth and range, which is what we have 
done.”

History teacher Clare Howard and 
English teacher Anna Oulton guided 
students through their research 
with help from from RE teacher Jo 
Holdsworth and background from 
Alan Fidler, project co-ordinator 
of Northumbria World War One 
Commemoration Project.

Sixteen Year 9/10 students were chosen 
to take part visiting veterans from 
Phoenix House Recovery Centre, many 
of the servicemen living with physical 
injuries, all with post-traumatic stress 
disorder.

Now in Years 10 and 11, they have 
also visited the Durham Light Infantry 
archives at Spennymoor, examined 

attitudes to war and have designed their 
own glass postcards with architectural 
glass artist Sue Woolhouse.

These were mounted on three large 
steel crosses fabricated by DT 
technician Ian Maddison and Barry 
Czerniawski, 15, a Year 11 Level 3 
creative crafts student, to form an 
integral part of an exhibition at the 
Festival of Remembrance in Durham 
Cathedral on November 11 and 12. 

“They looked at the text of the original 
postcards and produced their own in 
glass to tell the story but also capture a 
personal meaning,” said Jaquie.

“The messages don’t have to be clear 
to anyone else who may look at the 
postcards, which I thought would be 
interesting, and some are obviously 
deeply personal.

“I have also spoken to the welfare 
officer who has helped us since 
Richard was killed and some of his old 
squadron who have produced their own 
glass postcards and I have done one as 
well.”

She said she was really excited to have 
been contacted by members of Kenneth 
Garnett’s family including his great 
nephew and great great niece, who is 
studying at Durham University.

Pictures of the original postcards also 
formed part of the exhibition along with 
poignant quotations and some war-time 
letters. Students joined in the festival 
programme, reading excerpts from 
diary entries of those who fought in the 
war.

A soundscape created by students 
around the Fighting Bradfords formed 

the background to another reading 
detailing a battlefield gas attack The 
school was also invited to take part in 
a special celebration event at Phoenix 
House on November 22.

Student Sophia Dunn, 15, said: “It 
has been an amazing project, getting 
to know the veterans and hearing 
about their experiences. It has been 
very emotional, particularly for those 
students whose families have links 
with the forces.”

LEST WE 
FORGET

Student Sophia Dunn with one of the glass 
postcards

Barry Czerniawski, 15, a Year 11 Level 3 
creative crafts student

St John’s Arts Co-ordinator Jaquie Holloway
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MFL

A TOP team of educators has travelled from Europe to the North East for a  
cultural exchange of learning, education and friendship. 

IGHT teachers from schools in Spain and Germany 
spent a week job shadowing staff at St John’s School 
and Sixth Form College, Bishop Auckland, as part of 

the Erasmus Plus Key Action 1 project.  
  They observed the British educational system focusing on 
good practice and continuing professional development. 
  Isaura Villarino, Valentin Soto and Maximilliano Carames, 
of Hijas de Christo Rey School, A Courna, Spain and Grete 
Lewis, Bettina Epple, Rienheld Fliethmann, Olga Bolinger 

E 

EuropeanEuropean  

and Judit Loffler, of Carlo Schmid Gymnasium, Tubingen, 
Germany, sat in on lessons throughout the week.  
  They spoke to students and staff members to help  
develop and share educational working methods across 
the schools. 
  Head of modern foreign languages at St John’s School 
and Sixth Form College Philip Robertson said: “This is the 
second year of our European funded Erasmus job  
shadowing partnership project. 

UnionUnion  

EUROPEAN 
UNION
A TOP team of educators 
has travelled from Europe 
to the North East for a 
cultural exchange of learning, 
education and friendship.

Eight teachers from schools in 
Spain and Germany spent a week job 
shadowing staff at St John’s as part of 
the Erasmus Plus Key Action 1 project.

They observed the British educational 
system focusing on good practice and 
continuing professional development.

Isaura Villarino, Valentin Soto and 
Maximilliano Carames, of Hijas de 
Christo Rey School, A Courna, Spain 
and Grete Lewis, Bettina Epple, 
Rienheld Fliethmann, Olga Bolinger 
and Judit Loffler, of Carlo Schmid 
Gymnasium, Tubingen, Germany, sat in 
on lessons throughout the week.

They spoke to students and staff 
members to help develop and share 
educational working methods across 
the schools.

Head of modern foreign languages at St 
John’s Phill Robertson said: “This is the 
second year of our European funded 
Erasmus job shadowing partnership 
project.

“Having our European counterparts 
here really changes the dynamics in 
school for the week, especially in the 
face of Brexit. Our students can see 
that we are all the same, whatever our 
culture, with the same values and the 
same love of languages.

“Establishing such good relationships 
between people from different 
countries really encourages our 
students to learn and gives the visiting 
staff the chance to explore our different 
approach to teaching.”

Alongside the European delegates 
visit to Bishop Auckland, staff from 
St John’s are also expanding their 
knowledge by job-shadowing six 
teachers in Hungary. In addition, two 
staff members are attending a well-
being course in Spain in December 
and two senior leaders are heading 
to Finland in April to look at their 
education systems.

English teacher Ms Villarino, of Hijas 
de Christo Rey School, A Courna, 

Spain, said: “Being here is a 
priceless experience. Things are 
very different to the way we teach in 
Spain, different timetables, different 
classrooms, different ways of 
teaching. I think I prefer the English 
way of teaching but we all have 
things that we can learn from each 
other.”

English and Latin teacher at Carlo 
Schmid Gymnasium, Tubingen, 
Germany, Judit Loffler said: “The 
way that languages are taught in 
England is very different to the way 
that we teach in Germany.”

During their visit the group also 
spent time visiting North East 
landmarks and enjoying an evening 
at the Durham Lumiere Festival.

At St John’s we enjoy working in 
partnership with other schools and 
colleagues, and we look forward to 
more exciting opportunities as our 
partnership grows from strength to 
strength. 

www.stjohnsrc.org.uk  
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languages are taught in England is very different to the way 
that we teach in Germany.” 
  During their visit the group also spent time visiting North 
East landmarks and enjoying an evening at the Durham 
Lumiere Festival. 

www.stjohnsrc.org.uk  

   “Having our European counterparts here really changes 
the dynamics in school for the week, especially in the face 
of Brexit. Our students can see that we are all the same, 
whatever our culture, with the same values and the same 
love of languages. 
  “Seeing such good relationships between people from  
different countries really encourages our students to learn 
and gives the visiting staff the chance to explore our  
different approach to teaching.” 
  Alongside the European delegates visit to Bishop 
 Auckland, staff from St John’s School and Sixth Form  
College are also expanding their partnership job-shadowing 
six teachers in Hungary.  In addition, two staff members are 
attending a well-being course in Spain in December and two 
senior leaders are heading to Finland in April to look at their 
education systems. 
  English teacher Ms Villarino, of Hijas de Christo Rey 
School, A Courna, Spain, said: “Being here is a priceless 
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MUSIC

LESSONS  
AVAILABLE 

IN BRASS, WOODWIND, STRINGS 
AND VOCALS.  ANYONE INTERESTED 
TO SPEAK WITH EITHER MISS BELL 

OR MRS WEARMOUTH. 

AUDITIONS FOR 
BISHOP AUCKLAND 
TOWN HALL MUSIC 
CONCERT 
St John’s instrumentalists and 
singers will have no time to rest 
after Christmas as they will be busy 
rehearsing for their Concert at Bishop 
Auckland Town hall in February.  
Auditions will take place on FRIDAY  
12 January 2018.  Please meet in the 
music department and be prepared to 
sing/perform your chosen piece with a 
film related theme. 

Christmas is one of the busiest times of the year for 
musicians and St John’s students are no exception!

EDEN HOUSE 

Members of the choir visited Eden 
House residential home with Miss Bell 
to help celebrate Christmas cheer. 
They were certainly well received with 
plenty of compliments and well wishes, 
washed down with tea and cake. 

SAINSBURY’S 

Our annual visit to the Bishop Auckland 
store did not disappoint the hundreds 
of busy Christmas shoppers who kindly 
donated pennies as they listened. The 
students entertained with favourites 
Winter Wonderland, Rocking Around the 
Christmas Tree and more traditional 
carols, We Three Kings, Silent Night and 
Away in A Manger. 

 

METRO CENTRE 

Our students always enjoy a last 
week of term trip to the Metrocentre 
to perform Christmas repertoire. 
This year selected musicians played 
together amidst the frantic shoppers 
finishing off their last-minute present 
buying.

CAROL SERVICE 

Singers and instrumentalists 
supported primary students from St 
Chad’s and St Wilfrid’s in their Carol 
Service at St Mary’s Church.  

We would like to thank all of our choir 
and musicians for their tremendous 
commitment and enthusiasm. They 
are our superstars!

Christmas Performances 

CHORAL SOCIETY MUSIC: A CONCERT OF 
TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS CAROLS

Members of St John’s School choir 
and orchestra were invited to perform 
in collaboration with the Bishop 
Auckland Choral Society at their 
annual Christmas Concert on 15 
December. St John’s were proud to 
feature excellent solos from Chloe 
Smith on tenor horn playing a special 
arrangement of Silent Night. Adam 
Finch played Rudolph on baritone, 
Millie Cairns and Elize Davies 

performed a vocal duet of Walking in 
the Air and Kiera Taylor performed 
Golden Slumbers as a vocal solo.  All 
of the students performed very 
well and all must be commended 
for their commitment to practice 
and rehearsals in the lead up.  A 
special thanks must go to our brass 
peripatetic tutor Miss Fiona Casewell 
for her hard work and efforts in 
preparing students. 
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Started during the Summer Term, the Postcard Project 
continued in September when our  16 Year 10 students and 
band of veterans from Phoenix House Recovery Centre 
at Catterick completed their designs and crafted their 
glass postcards under the patient and expert guidance of 
Architectural Glass Artist, Sue Woolhouse, in her studio in 
Ouseburn.  Each card holds personal significance and often 
tells a poignant, if hidden, story.  They are exhibited on three 
steel crosses designed and crafted by Design Technology 
Technician Ian Maddison and Year 11 student Bartosz 
Czerniawski.  The display includes two cards designed by 
brothers-in-arms of Captain Richard Holloway.

We were very proud to see our crosses form part of 
this year’s moving Festival of Remembrance in Durham 
Cathedral when we also had the privilege of performing.  
Students Sophia Dunn, Cameron Jennings and Joe Shimwell 
were joined by veterans Anita and Scott as well as the Lord 
Lieutenant and her five Cadets.  They read First World War 
correspondence and diary entries including a description of a 
gas attack underscored by a soundscape created by students 
as part of Roland Boys Bradford’s VC Commemoration 
earlier this year; also excerpts from letters written home 
by Lt Kenneth Garnett, messages to him from the artist’s 
postcards, and finally a tribute paid to him after his death.  
Amy Hillery, Jennifer Hindle, Megan Humble, Cameron 
Ramsey, Melanie Roberts and Gemma Salter also attended to 
join veteran Fred in manning the exhibition.  

On 22 November our project was celebrated in a special 
event at Phoenix House, attended by many of those involved 
including the Lord Lieutenant, Major Eric Ingram (organiser 
of the Festival of Remembrance), our artist Sue, Head 
Teacher Lisa Byron, History teacher Clare Howard, RE 
teacher and Citizenship Coordinator Jo Holdsworth and the 
intrepid Stu from Poole.  But perhaps the most important 
guest of all was Science teacher Philippa Clarke because it 
was she who first showed Arts Coordinator Jaquie Holloway 
the original 1917 postcards which inspired the whole project!

Its impact has been profound, no more so than on the 
veterans themselves.  Operations Manager for Help for 
Heroes at Phoenix House, Melanie Dickinson, has described 
it as “a truly remarkable and memorable project, which 
has made a difference to a lot of people.”  I feel immensely 
proud of our students who throughout have demonstrated 
commitment, enthusiasm, sensitivity and maturity.  The 
icing on the cake is some unexpected funding from Durham 
County Council which will enable us to produce a booklet 
recording everyone’s journey through the project.  And of 
course we shall have postcards printed!

Jaquie Holloway 
Arts Co-ordinator

OUR POSTCARD Project
Original postcards from 1917 

Barry working on the 
crosses in school 

Artist’s studio 

In Durham 
Cathedral 
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HOUSE 
CHRISTMAS 
CARD 
COMPETITION

ART

As part of this year’s House 
Competitions the students of Year 7 
and 8 were asked to enter a design for 
a Christmas Card competition. The 
students were free to interpret the 
brief in their own ways and could work 
with any media or technique. Here you 
can see the four winning entries for 
this year’s competition. 
The winning work was selected from 
over 400 entries and the standard 
was very high! We believe Art offers 
the opportunity to express the joy 
of Christmas in a very personal 
and unique way. The work selected 
represents a breadth of artistic 
approach and style that the judges felt 
reflected the diversity and individuality 
of the students in our learning 
community. 
The winning students were given the 
opportunity to refine and develop their 
work under the guidance of the Art 
Department. The work was then sent 
to a local company to be printed for 
sale. The sense of pride the students 
have felt in having their creations sold 
and given such value and prestige, 
cannot be underestimated. 
All of the cards have made sales, but 
the most popular card was Chloe 
Harrington, 7R, with her “Let it 
Snow” design, winning 100 points for 
Cuthbert house. We hope you enjoy 
these cards and wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas.      

As part of our school Mission this year we 
are exploring the theme of “Unbroken”. 
Through this theme the students and staff 
will explore the notion that God’s love for 
us can never and will never be broken. 
In this season of advent, as our students 
prepare for the celebration of the birth of 
Christ, we considered it an excellent time 
to create art work inspired by this powerful 
theme. 
Students from all Key Stages were given 
the opportunity to enter artwork into the 
House Art Competition. The best pieces 
were chosen to be displayed as part of an 
exhibition which opened during our Advent 
Service. The response from all houses was 
astounding, encompassing a wide range 
of artistic approaches and techniques, 
comprising works such as large acrylic 
paintings through to sophisticated lens 
based responses. 
Students, staff, parents and members of 
the public were given the opportunity to 
place their votes as to which work they 
considered to be the most impressive. The 
voting was extremely tight but a winner 
was found for each key stage. We would 
however like to commend all entries 
as they were not only visually engaging 
but also communicated profound and 
often moving subject matter. Well done 
to all those who entered, you created an 
excellent exhibition and really encouraged 
everyone to consider the meaning of our 
Mission for this year as we approach 
Christmas.

HOUSE ADVENT ART SHOW – 

The Key Stage 3 prize went to Matthew 
Melody, Year 8, with runners up Courtney 
Harrop and Maddison Conroy Brown, both 
Year 9. The Key Stage 4 prize winner was 
Christian Quigley, Year 11, with runners up 
Adrianna Czerwinski, Year 11, and Jessica 
Ward, Year 10. As for KS5, the winner was 
Caroline Russell, Year 13, and the runners 
up were Artur Jaruzel and Eleanor Vasey, 
both Year 13. 
This year the Head of Art Award was given 
to Chloe Toward. Mr. Quigley, Head 
of Art said, “I felt that Chloe’s work 
was so beautifully moving and really 
encapsulated the sentiment of the theme 
Unbroken. There was also a maturity 
in Chloe’s response in the way that she 
communicated absence, longing and her 
own story, through a study inspired by Van 
Gogh’s work, Gaugin’s Chair.” 

Mr Quigley 
Head of Art

Olivia Short and Chloe Harrington, two of the 
winners with their Christmas card designs

Mathew Melody KS3 Winner

Chloe Toward 
Winner of “The Head of Art Award 2017”

KS4 Winner Christian Quigley 

Update on The Illuminated Carpet Page
You may remember from the Summer 
newsletter that we announced an exciting 
opportunity had arisen for our Year 12 Art 
students to work with local artist Judy Hurst 
in the creation of an illuminated Carpet Page. 

The students have spent this first term 
involved in a very intensive programme of 
art workshops lead by Judy and myself. 
Each student has developed design work for 
their section of the carpet page selecting 
appropriate imagery to convey aspects of 
our historical and spiritual heritage. The 
responses have been truly outstanding and 
Judy and myself have been delighted with 
the way the work is developing. The students 
are now working on velum using oil paint and 
gold leaf as they apply their final designs. 

This work will form part of the permanent 
collection of art works to be housed in 
Auckland Castle and as the work is produced 
on vellum it will be there for many hundreds 
of years to come! Quite a legacy for our 
students, school and community. 

Mr Quigley 
Head of Art

3 of the participating students: Maddison Ferguson, Dylan 
Dent and Kieran Liddell featured with the work.

Mr Quigley’s Year 9 group preparing the window to be 
installed at The Fifteas Team Room

UNBROKEN
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Year 10 
Photography Visit 

Most of St John’s GCSE 
Photography Year 10 students 
visited the Botanical Gardens 
in Durham during September, 
just as the Autumnal changes 
began. Students had been set 
the task to shoot throughout 
the day and capture the natural 
environment throughout the 
gardens.

Students developed their 
skills using DSLR cameras 
and took outstanding quality 

images. During the day, all 
students developed a sense of 
professionalism and focused 
on the task to produce quality 
personal visual imagery. The 
day was a huge success and 
all students who attended 
developed a wide range of 
skills, experimentations and 
photographic understanding.

After the event students’ 
work was displayed in the Art 
& Photography Department 

corridor and students were 
invited for a cake break with 
Miss Byron to celebrate their 
progress in the subject.

We are very proud of our 
students’ achievements and 
their photographic images are 
stunning.

Keep up the excellent work, 
Year 10.

BOTANICAL GARDENS, 
DURHAM 

SPORTS

All four cricket teams have gone from 
strength to strength this year. The Year 
7 team were unlucky to miss out on the 
County Cup Final, having narrowly lost to 
Barnard Castle School in the semi-final of 
the competition. The Year 8 team finished 
the season as District Softball Champions, 
winning the Level 2 competition without 
defeat. Similarly to the Year 7s, our Year 9 
team were disappointed not to reach the 
County Cup Final, losing to Barnard Castle 
School on the very last ball. However, 
they will begin qualification games for 
the National School’s Competition in May 
2018. Finally the Year 10s were beaten 
quarterfinalists, but won all of their friendly 
matches. Four students represented the 
County over the summer - well done to 
Liam Burgess, Will Barnham, Tom Hodgson 
and Daniel Pratt.
Preparation for next season will begin 
with net sessions in our newly refurbished 
Sports Hall after February Half Term. 
The U13 girls’ team also have an indoor 
competition in January 2018, as well as the 
boys’ U15 and U13 softball competitions to 
look forward to.

2017 CRICKET SEASON

Badminton 

The Badminton 
School Games were 
held at Wolsingham 
School on the 8 and 
10 November. There 
were some excellent 
performances by 
those who took part 
and the following 
results were 
achieved:

Under 14s Girls 
came 1st, Under 
16s Girls came 2nd, 
Under 14s Boys came 3rd and Under 
16s Boys came 2nd. 

A special mention to the Under 14s 
Girls Squad made up of Maddie Leach, 
Aoife Hughes, Tess Graham, and Abbie 

Docherty,  who were unbeaten in all 
games and will now go on to represent 
St John’s at the County Games Finals in 
January.

Good Luck girls! 

We would like to congratulate the following 
students who took part in the Regional 
Trampolining Competition on Saturday 
25 November. The top three performers 
go through to the National event, which 
Madeline Leech closely missed out on. 
Madeline Leech - 5th in Girls Under 14 
Elite category
Eleanor Mustill - 22nd in Girls Under 14 
intermediate category
Elisha Yorke - 7th in Gilrs Under 17 Elite 
category
 

JUMPING FOR JOY… 

Over the autumn term, students from 
Years 9, 10 and 11 have participated in 
league fixtures against schools in the 
South West Durham area. The girls have 
been particularly successful this year. 
Year 9 have developed into a strong 
team, with many of the group now 
regularly playing for Bishop Auckland 
Netball Club. This has allowed them 
more time to gel as a team and refine 
their skills so that they are now one 
of the best teams in the area. Only 
Whitworth School have managed to beat 
Year 9 this year, but the girls are keen to 
put this right when they will face them 
again in their tournament in March!

The Year 10 team has had a few new 
recruits since the start of term and this 
has been excellent to see. The team 
has won all but one of their fixtures and 
placed 4th in their tournament. This is 
a fantastic result. The girls should now 

continue to develop and strengthen 
with the new depth to their squad. We 
look forward to them achieving greater 
success in the future.

Year 11 are yet to be beaten; the closest 
team to them was Staindrop School who 
they still beat 8-2. The girls have had a 
fantastic 5 years of netball whilst at St. 
John’s and this was rightly recognised 
when they were awarded “Team of 
The Year” at St John’s Sports Awards 
Evening. The girls have shown excellent 
dedication to their academic studies as 
well as their sporting commitments and 
therefore they deserve all of the success 
that they have had.

We look forward to the Year 7 and 8 
league games and tournaments, which 
will start after Christmas and we hope 
that these students will be as successful 
as their older peers. 

NETBALL SUCCESS

On Wednesday 18 October we 
celebrated our Sports Awards with 
students from Years 8-13,  achieving 
half and full colours for representing 
the school in a variety of sporting 
activities. Over 20 students also 
achieved County Honours and 5 
National honours. The guest speaker, 
Stewart Regan the Chief Executive of 
the Scottish FA, spoke at the event 
inspiring the students to believe in their 
ability and to be the best they can be.

It was a wonderful celebration of 
the amazing sporting talents of our 

students have. The coveted "Eagle Award" 
was presented to Michael Graham with 
the Team of the Year going to the Year 10 
Netball team.

Miss J Somers

Head of Department - Physical Education

SPORTS AWARDS
TAG RUGBY SKILLS FESTIVAL 
St John’s School is one of a limited number 
of establishments in the UK to have been 
awarded Sports Leadership Academy status; 
this is a reward for the high levels of expert 
leadership.  During October these leadership 
skills were put into practice by our students. 
They were tasked with delivering a Tag 
Rugby Skills Festival to 512 local primary 
school pupils. The level of enthusiasm 
displayed by St John’s students was amazing 
and inspired the primary school students to 
perform to the best of their abilities.
All of the students involved acted as 
ambassadors for our school and their 
leadership skills are progressing 
exceptionally well.  

Marshall Alderson

Bartek Zbroniec Jessica Roughley

Aliesha Kent Ava Simpson

Brooke Moore Demi Brown

Emily Ashurst Jacey Wilson Jack Burdess Joe Lupton

Megan McEldon Melanie Roberts Merry Shimwell Nathan Simpson

Nathan Simpson
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St John’s School & Sixth Form College, A Catholic Academy 
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Follow us on Twitter to keep up to date  
with all the latest news.... @stjohnseagle

Since 1990, more than 
146 million children 
in over 150 countries 
have experienced God’s 
love through the power 
of simple shoebox 
gifts from Operation 
Christmas Child. Once 
again this year our 
students, staff, parents, 
carers, grandparents, 
extended family 
members and friends 
of St John’s whole 
heartedly supported this 
appeal from the charity 
Samaritan’s Purse. 

Our shoeboxes were 
collected from school on 
Thursday 23 November 
and we were delighted 
to send 234 completed 
shoeboxes on their 
journey. 

Thank you to all who 
shared in the love and 
joy during this busy time 
of year. 

Operation Christmas Child 2017 


