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Bugsy Mania hits town!
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WELCOME

As always, we are extremely proud 
of what our young people have 
achieved and their enthusiasm and 
commitment are outstanding – they 
are truly amazing individuals!

From sporting achievements at 
regional, national and international 
levels, celebration events and Bishop 
Auckland Town Council Awards to 
Arts projects, visits from famous 
authors and foreign exchanges/ 
residential trips to Kingswood, 
Iceland and Barcelona, there has 
never been a dull moment at St 
John’s.  

Whilst our students participate in 
many activities that enrich their 
education and life experiences, it 
is always wonderful to see them 
dedicating so much time and effort in 
helping those who are less fortunate 
than themselves.  Their commitment 
to charitable acts was particularly 
evident during our pilgrimage to 
Lourdes at Easter when a group 
of 31 students and staff attended 
liturgical celebrations, participated 
in the torchlight procession and 
offered their prayers and private 
intentions at Our Lady’s Grotto.  
More recently, a group of 17 Sixth 
Form students and 4 staff have just 

We hope our Summer newsletter gives you an insight into the 
many exciting events and fun-filled activities that our students 
and staff have enjoyed during a busy year at St John’s.  

LISA BYRON
Head Teacher

Dear All,

returned from Project Peru, working 
with communities in Iquitos, an area 
of extreme poverty.  Whilst there, our 
group helped to build/extend dining 
facilities, created a seating area and 
taught lessons to local children.   As 
“A Learning Community Guided by 
Gospel Values” we strive to provide 
opportunities that can be truly life-
changing and experiences such as 
our Lourdes Pilgrimage and Project 
Peru have a major impact on our 
students and staff; all participants 
fully appreciate how their help, 
support and acts of kindness can 
make a huge difference to the world 
and the lives of those less fortunate 
than ourselves.

During this year students have also 
taken full advantage of the wonderful 
opportunities available to them from 
visits to universities and exhibitions 
to developing their spiritual, cultural 
and social understanding through 
reflective retreat experiences and 
creative workshops.  With a wealth 
of extra-curricular events, sporting 
tournaments, liturgical experiences 
and Catholic Partnership activities, 
this has certainly been a busy and 
exciting year for one and all.   

As we draw to the end of this busy 
term we would like to give a special 
mention to the members of staff 
who are retiring from teaching at 
the end of this academic year:  Julie 
Mackenley (Assistant Headteacher), 
Karen Hellens (Assistant Head of 

Science) and Helen Sayer (Modern 
Foreign Languages Teacher).  
Together they have given over 65 
years of loyal service to St John’s 
and have taught, mentored and 
guided generations of students 
throughout their education, working 
tirelessly to ensure that every 
student achieves their full potential 
within a safe and supportive 
environment.  Their commitment 
to St John’s has been remarkable 
and their dedication has ensured 
that our community continues to be 
a very special place to learn, work 
and grow.  On behalf of St John’s we 
would like to say a big “THANK YOU” 
to these members of staff and wish 
them a very happy retirement and a 
well-earned rest! 

As we approach the Summer 
holidays we would like to take this 
opportunity to wish our Year 11, 12 
and 13 students every success with 
their examination results.  They have 
worked extremely hard and have 
faced the challenges of their exams 
with great determination.  We wish 
them good luck and welcome all 
who are returning to St John’s Sixth 
Form in September.  

Finally we wish you all a safe, 
enjoyable and relaxing Summer 
holiday and we look forward to 
seeing you all again in September.
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Bishop Auckland Town 
Council Awards 2017 
Bishop Auckland Town Council Awards 2017 
took place on Monday 26 May. We were 
delighted that our fabulous school choir were 
asked to perform on the evening and their 
performance of When I Grow Up from the 
Musical Matilda was an uplifting start to the 
evening.  

Hosts for the evening, The Mayor of Bishop 
Auckland, Councillor Adam Zair, a former 
student of St John’s and Andy Mitchell from 
Bishop FM told a packed audience that the 
standard and calibre of nominations this year 
had been exceptional. 

Our fabulous nominees were Rachel Bell, 
Libby Burns, Millie Cairns, the Year 8 Cricket 
Team, MADD group, Cameron Thomas and 
Adam Summerbell. They are a credit to their 
families and to St John’s. 

All of the nominees received a certificate 
and Special Awards were handed out to 
eight outstanding nominees. We were 
thrilled and extremely proud when Adam 
Summerbell, Year 12, was presented with a 
Special Award for Overcoming Adversity. Just 
as the applause for Adam had faded, Millie 
Cairns, Year 10, was announced to be the 
winner of an award for Music and the Arts. 
This was followed by Libby Burns, Year 11 
receiving her award for Outstanding Personal 
Achievement. 

The Youth Team of the Year was the Stockton 
and Darlington Railway Youth Team and we 
were really proud to see Jack Purdham, Year 
9, as part of this team of volunteers. 

This year’s Awards attracted a record 
number of nominations so we were delighted 
to be represented by so many nominees and 
also to have special award winners. Well 
done to everyone involved. 

On Friday 7 July the Year 9 and 10 Vocational Duke of 
Edinburgh award groups navigated their  way from 
school to Escomb Saxon church.  Along the way they 
practised the navigation skills learned in the classroom, 
completed a survey and carried out research for 
Escomb church.  The day was an opportunity to prepare 
for the expeditions planned for later in the year.

DUKE OF 
EDINBURGH 
EXPEDITION

Future Business Magnates project 
started in November 2016. Students 
from Year 8 had to submit an application 
to say why they would be suited for the 
project. The following 8 students were 
selected based on their skills, talents 
and their drive for winning: Aboabea 
Attuah, Annia Walton, Madeline Leach, 
Charlie Jackson, Eve Rose, Emma 
Robinson, Alannah Burns and Abbie 
Tindale.

We were teamed with South Durham 
Enterprise Business who have attended 
every challenge with us and supported 
and guided us throughout the whole 
process. There have been 5 challenges 
throughout this period where the team 
had to research and write a report, 
produce a product and complete the 

financial plan in terms of profit and loss. 
The final challenge was to present their 
idea in front of 4 judges who were all 
experts in their own business fields. 

The students came up with the idea of a 
music App-Minuet with their own logo 
and the company name was  "Linkz 
Harmony". The students met  every 
pastoral lesson to work as a team 
and completed the tasks to meet 
the deadlines. They were absolutely 
dedicated to the challenge and worked 
so well as a team. On the awards night 
on the 30 June,  at the Excel Centre, 
they were nominated in 3 categories-
for their logo, use of technology and 
best financial plan. They won the best 
financial plan. We are incredibly proud 
of our Future Business Magnates. 
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In July students from year 8-11 
participated in a wonderful 
Geography trip to Iceland. They 
looked at volcanoes, amazing 
waterfalls, geysers and hot 
springs and glaciers. Students 
were able to see the boundary 
between the Eurasian and 
North American plate where it 
appears on land. This was a great 
opportunity for the students to 
see a unique part of our world and 
enjoy new adventures.

Follow us on Twitter  
@stjohnsgeogers

GEOGRAPHY VISIT TO ICELAND

Opening up a 
whole new world
In May a Google Expeditions Associate 
came to St John’s to help us run Google 
Expeditions. This is a new app developed 
by Google to open up the classroom 
for an immersive learning experience. 
Geography and History classes were 
taken on a virtual reality field trip to 
volcanoes, Antarctica, under the sea, 
World War 1 trenches and landmarks 
around the world - all from the safety of a 
classroom in Bishop Auckland!

Comments from students:

" We visited the Grand 
Canyon and Rio de Janeiro - it 
was amazing to see these places 
through virtual reality"
" It was exciting to be able to 
explore places as if we were 
there"
" Today I went to the top of a 
volcano with Geography and 
into a World War 1 trench 
with History - Awesome!"

OASES PROJECT LEADS TO AN  
ADDITIONAL GCSE FOR STUDENTS

School Hubs for Community Flood Risk 
Reduction (SHOCFlood) was a project run 
by OASES working with schools across 
the North East of England funded by the 
Environment Agency.

Students from St John’s worked with 
the Project Officer, Jill Essam, to learn 
about the potential and current impacts 
of climate change in Bishop Auckland and 
the wider world and to think about how as 
communities we can become more resilient. 

This was the inspiration for a group of 
students to take on an additional GCSE in 
their own time to develop flood resilience 

products for households. Rich Hurst from 
OASES said,  "I must commend the students 
on the excellent portfolios and flood products 
they’ve researched and produced. I hope 
that they can take the knowledge and skills 
developed through the product design 
process  into the next phase of their lives, I 
wish them well with their exam results later 
in the summer." 

The SHOCFlood Project has now ended but 
the resources are available for schools to 
use and this is one example of an excellent 
legacy for the project.
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Lourdes 2017
On Good 
Friday, 29 
students 
ranging 
from Year 
7 to Year 
12 and 5 
members 
of staff 
including 

myself, Helen Barnham, John Holmes, 
Angela Smith and Eileen Urwin, left St 
John’s School to begin our pilgrimage to 
Lourdes. We travelled for 26 long hours 
before arriving safely at the Hotel Alba. 
Needless to say we were all extremely 
tired and looking forward to a shower and 
some rest. However, when you are with 
excitable teenagers we knew the rest 
wouldn’t last long. 

After our evening meal we walked to the 
domain to visit the grotto. For many of 
the students this was their first visit to 
Lourdes and they found the evening visit 
to the grotto very moving. It was incredibly 
humbling for me to witness our students 
being moved to tears as they walked 
through the grotto placing their prayers 
and intentions before Our Lady. 

We spent our remaining days participating 
in the torchlight processions, attending 
liturgical celebrations, walking the 
stations of the cross, meeting our local 

HCPT Group 25 and playing many games 
of rounders. Some of the students made 
the brave decision to bathe in the holy 
water. This is a very private and personal 
experience and the students who 
participated were extremely moved by the 
process. 

The hospitality we received by The Hotel 
Alba was second to none. The food was 
outstanding and the staff went out of their 
way to make our stay enjoyable. I would 
like to thank Hodgsons coaches as they 
made the long journey entertaining and as 
comfortable and as possible. 

Finally, I would like to thank the staff and 
students of St John’s. The students were a 
credit to the school and they embraced the 
ethos of Lourdes whole heartedly. Being 
a member of staff in a school is incredibly 
rewarding however it is also very tiring 
and the school holidays are the perfect 
time to relax and recuperate. However, 
4 members of staff sacrificed their rest 
and time away from their families to 
accompany me on the pilgrimage. I am 
so grateful to them for doing so as they 
gave 29 students the opportunity to be 
part of something incredibly special. 
The pilgrimage was a huge success and 
everyone returned with stories to tell and 
memories to treasure. 

Emma Ramsey – School Chaplain

On Thursday 2 
February 2017 a 
Pilgrimage walk 
was organised for 
Year 12 and 13 
to coincide with 
the drop down 
day within school.  
This day enables 
students to be 
involved in a variety 
of activities and 
challenges. The 
theme of the day 
was pilgrimage, 
kindness and 
friendships.  
Durham city have 
been involved in the art work and life experiences of 
people who have been to Santiago de Compostella 
Pilgrimage which is in Northern Spain. Finchale 
Abbey is a traditional starting point for this 
pilgrimage walk in our area. The walk was a big 
success and all the students enjoyed the experience. 

Finchale Abbey to Durham Cathedral 
Sixth Form Pilgrimage

On 11 March The Roland 
Bradford VC Commemorative 
Stone was unveiled in Witton 
Park.  Students from St 
John’s participated in a 
young person’s adaptation 
of an original play by Carina 
Rodney which tells the story 
of this highly decorated and 
remarkable family of First 
World War soldiers: Roland, 
George, James and Thomas.  

In April 2018 George’s VC will 
also be commemorated and 
St John’s has been invited 
to take part in the creation 
of art work.  Ellie Houlahan, 
Millie Cairns and Matthew 
Hamilton performed on 
stage; Matthew Stringer 
and Alex Pickering created 
a dramatic and  poignant 
soundscape to accompany 
the piece and were joined by 
Holly Scott to play live.

THE FIGHTING BRADFORDS

PIC?

This year we tragically lost two of our 
students. James Cook was 12 and in Year 8 
and Rhys Hemmingway was 17 and attending 
Carmel College having been at St John’s 
School from Years 7 – 11. 

Both students were popular members of 
the school community. James always had 
a smile on his face and was a wonderful 
friend to many. James loved his sport and 
Mr Smith, James’ Head of Year said that 
James applied himself to any sport and was 
a great team player. Rhys was an incredibly 
funny member of the year group and an 
outstanding friend. Mrs McAloon, Rhys’ 
Head of Year said that Rhys made a massive 
impact on the lives of those around him and 
his friends were incredibly important to him. 

Both students will be missed terribly and 
they will forever have a special place in our 
school community. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let 
perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest 
in peace. Amen.

James and Rhys Rest in Peace
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ERASMUS+KA1  
SUCCESS AGAIN!

After much work St John’s has once 
again been successful in gaining sought 
after EU funding via the Erasmus+ 
KA1 programme. A grant of 35,000 
Euros will be provided to St John’s 
to allow the school to plan European 
development work to allow our staff to 
access courses in Finland and Spain and 
visit outstanding schools in Hungary, 
Germany and Spain. Mr Robertson, 
Head of Modern Foreign Languages 
who wrote the bid, commented,  
“This funding is to allow our staff the 
incredible opportunity to improve their 
own good practice by accessing courses 

and job shadowing opportunities across 
the EU. After the huge success of our 
visit to Galicia, Spain this year and 
subsequent work we have realised the 
project has really added to the daily 
teaching and learning on offer to our 
students: Becoming the best we possibly 
can be, learning from other schools 
and replicating their good practice to 
improve the learning experience are key 
to this upcoming project. This funding 
will open doors to allow our school to 
continue to develop international links 
and strive for the excellence all of the 
students deserve in every lesson.”

DURHAM UNIVERSITY 
VISITS ST JOHN’S

Twenty Year 10 students had 
a wonderful experience when 
Professor Marcela and three 
graduate students from Durham 
University came along to St 
John’s to deliver lessons on 
trans-nationality. The project was 
aimed to help students develop 
new techniques and confidence in 
reading and translating information; 
the students were challenged to 
read information from a Language 
they do not study, they were then 
asked to translate and write it into 
English. 
The students were a little worried 
at first but they soon realised 
that the new language had all the 
similarities to Spanish and French.
The confidence of the students 
grew as the day progressed and 
when they were asked how the 
day had gone, they all felt that the 
session had been a challenge, but 
were pleased that they had been 
chosen, as they had been able to 
learn new techniques in deciphering 
key words, which helped them 
understand more of the information.

MFL

On Monday 27 March, fifteen students 
from Year 9 and 10 took the long 
journey from Bishop Auckland to Senlis, 
France to take part in the Le Fèvre 
project with our partner school Collège 
Anne-Marie Javouhey (AMJ).

The students had a very busy week 
visiting various towns and cities around 
the Somme. On Tuesday the group met 
the students from Collège AMJ and they 
spent the day together visiting Thiepval 
monument and museum as well as the 
Ulster tower, the Canadian memorial 
at Beaumont-Hamel and also the 
Lochnagar mine at La Boiselle. Both 
schools combined their art projects 
together which commemorated the 
Battle of the Somme and a ceremony 
was held at our partner school where 
the Memory Tree sculpture was 
unveiled.

In true tourist style the group visited 
Paris for the day on Friday and visited 
many of the sites with Steve, their trusty 
bus driver for the visit. With the weather 
in their favour, they took a relaxing boat 

trip along the Seine in the afternoon 
taking in more of the beautiful Parisian 
sites and buildings. The day ended 
at Notre Dame where some of the 
students and Dave decided to feed the 
pigeons which provided some excellent 
photo opportunities… especially when 
Miss Richardson unexpectedly ended up 
with one on her head!

Overall, it was a very memorable trip 
which allowed students to immerse 
themselves in a different culture, 
and to practice their language skills. 
The students have made some great 
memories, and some are making plans 
to return to visit their French friends in 
the summer.

And so to 
Senlis!
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Spanish Exchange
On Sunday 21 May, fifteen Year 7 and 
two Sixth Form students took the 
long journey to Zaragoza Spain from 
Newcastle to take part in an exchange 
with our sister school Colegio, El 
Salvador

This invaluable exchange allowed 
students to immerse themselves 
in a different culture, and put their 
knowledge of Spanish into practice 
within a meaningful context. In 
addition to this, St John’s students 
have made some lasting memories, 
and more importantly developed life-
long friendships! The exchange has 
been a popular event for five years and 
every year it gets better. This was the 
first year in which Sixth Form students 
were able to put their language skills 
to the test and proved to be a huge hit.  
Below is an article written by one of 
the students on the trip:

“Late on the evening of 21st May, after 
a fairly long journey, we eventually 
arrived at our destination Zaragoza, 
the home of my new Spanish friend. 
We had already met and spent a 
fantastic week in the North East. When 
we played host in April, we visited 
Auckland Castle, Durham Cathedral 
and the famous site of Kynren, not to 

mention the meals, Infinity Air, bowling 
and parties we attended when my 
Spanish friend lived with us.

The journey had taken us via 
Newcastle to Barcelona airport ‘El 
Prat’ where Mr. Robertson had hired a 
Spanish bus company to take us on the 
4 hour journey to Zaragoza; we were 
shocked at the wonderful coach that 
arrived as we thought that it had been 
hired for FC. Barcelona and Lionel 
Messi not 20 students from Bishop 
Auckland, it was amazing! 

When we arrived, we were greeted by 
our Spanish friends and family in the 
early hours of the morning and then 
taken to their homes. The flat was very 
modern, but really homely. Early the 
following day, we had a wide selection 
of delicious foods for our breakfast 
which we thoroughly enjoyed and then, 
just before eight o’clock Spanish time, 
we boarded the school bus to take us 
to the school, where our first lesson, 
funnily enough, was English.

On Monday, we visited the school and 
had a guided tour and even got to 
sample our first taste of Spanish food 
- ‘La chocolatada’ a churros (Spanish, 
doughnuts and melted Chocolate 
party). It was an experience we will 

never forget. Monday night saw all of 
us at Puerto Benecia, a huge outdoor 
shopping centre, where we enjoyed 
rock climbing, and then later, around 
nine o’clock, we had our tea (in fact 
this was the time that we usually ate at 
night.)

Zaragoza was the name of the 
beautiful City in which we were staying, 
and on Tuesday morning, we had an 
opportunity to have a good look around 
it and discover its history for ourselves. 
We were given a private tour of the 
Zaragoza football stadium in which we 
got to see the footballers’ changing 
rooms and we even got a chance to 
try out the press room and sit in the 
manager’s seat. We also painted 
pictures in the ‘Francisco Goya’ 
Museum of Art and went to the Parque 
de Atractiones where we spend the 
day in the gorgeous sun enjoying the 
theme park rides. We will never forget 
our incredible Spanish adventure, I 
am going back to Spain in the summer 
with my family to spend a week with 
our new friends; thanks to the Spanish 
Exchange I now have a newfound love 
of all things Spanish and my language 
skills have really improved.”

St John's recently hosted a Catholic 
Partnership event looking at the issue of 
homelessness in the UK. Sixth Form students 
welcomed visitors from Depaul, a charity 
that works with people facing homelessness 
and whose speakers gave an insight into the 
dangers and difficulties of life without a home. 
In addition, they explained what it means to be 
a volunteer who provides a bed and meal for 
someone who is waiting for more permanent 
accommodation. Kester Young, on behalf of 
Depaul, was delighted to receive a collection 
of toiletries and clothing from Year 8 and Year 
12 students which will be donated to those who 
are homeless. We look forward to working with 
Depaul again in the future.

SIXTH FORM SOCIAL (IN)JUSTICE 
EVENING ON HOMELESSNESS

This year a group of ten year 7 
students have been involved in a local 
Heritage project, working closely with 
the Four Clocks Centre and Auckland 
Castle. The students researched 
a 12-year-old apprentice, Alfred 
Simpson, from Bishop Auckland in 
1866 using censuses, photographs 
and an indenture, and they were 
fascinated to explore the differences 
between life in the 19th century and 
today – particularly the strict rules 
that an apprentice had to follow! After 

their research and an interview with 
the great grand-daughter of Alfred 
Simpson, the students created a short 
film with Keith Alexander of Culture 
Street. The film that they created 
clearly shows their enthusiasm for 
local Heritage and is now being shown 
in the Four Clocks Centre in Bishop 
Auckland. As a result of their hard-
work, St John’s School has become 
one of Historic England’s Heritage 
Schools. A huge well done to all those 
involved!

Heritage Project

Apprentices at Lingford, Gardiner & Co. 
in Bishop Auckland in the 19th Century 

Photograph from the Award 
Celebration Event.
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT  
Lessons available in Brass, Woodwind, 

Strings from September. Anyone interested 
to speak with Music staff.  

A CELEBRATION OF MUSIC - THE 
HEXHAM AND NEWCASTLE CATHOLIC 
PARTNERSHIP 
The 5th Partnership concert at the Sage 
Gateshead did certainly not disappoint 
as students from 11 partnership schools 
combined their talents to provide a wonderful 
evening of entertainment. Representative 
musicians from St John’s performed Zadok 
the Priest by Handel in the collaborative choir. 
Instrumentalists Hannah Costello and Chloe 
Smith played along in a Blues Brothers 
Medley in the Partnership Big band where 
Matthew Stringer wowed the audience with his 
improvised solo on tenor saxophone. 

St John’s Choir, led by Miss Bell, performed 
When I Grow Up from Matilda the Musical. 
Incorporating fun actions and movement, the 
song opened with soloist Kiera Taylor, followed 
by Holly Taylor and Elize Davies.  The choir 
have worked hard at developing their tone, 
technique and choreography resulting in a 
polished performance – well done to everyone 
involved.

http://hncps.co.uk/ 

MUSIC
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Farewell  
and good luck
The Music Department would like to wish 
Matthew Stringer a fantastic future at 
Chetham’s Music School, Manchester where 
he starts the new academic year.  

In January this year, Matthew auditioned 
successfully for the world renowned 
Chetham’s School of Music where he will 
study jazz saxophone with Iain Dixon who is 
one of the most highly respected musicians 
in the UK today with equal virtuosity on 
saxophone and clarinet.

In less than 3 years, Matthew has 
successfully completed Grade 8 Jazz 
Saxophone with distinction and most recently 
achieved 92% in his London College of Music 
Diploma. Before he embarks upon his new 
adventure, Matthew has been offered a place 
to attend a Summer Short Course with The 
Purcell School this August.   We would like 
to congratulate Matthew on his accolades to 
date and wish him all the best for an exciting 
future. 

EDEN HOUSE 
Members of the choir visited Eden House 
residential home to help celebrate the 
national Care Home Open Day.  They were 
certainly well-received with plenty of 
compliments and well-wishes, followed by 
hot tea and lovely cakes - very enjoyable!

Musicians collaborated with students 
from St Leonard’s to perform at 
St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle in 
June to participate in the end of year 
Catholic Partnership Mass.  The choir 
were under pressure to learn and 
polish new liturgical repertoire but 
rose to the occasion performing with 
confidence alongside partnership 
students. Their contributions made 
the Mass particularly special and 
memorable for the congregation.. 

NEWCASTLE 
CATHEDRAL 

Year 9 GCSE music students had the 
pleasure of working alongside singer, 
songwriter, poet and performer Simma.  
The artist from Newcastle discussed his 
approach to writing songs, challenging 
students to think about context, content, 
feelings and emotions – very revealing 
stuff!  The workshop resulted in the group 
collectively writing a song, followed by 
discussions about performance, delivery 
and confidence.  Well done to everyone 
involved.  

SONG 
WRITING 

St John’s instrumentalists and singers worked hard 
in preparing and delivering a sell-out concert in 
Bishop Auckland Town Hall in February this year. 
The programme offered plenty of variety with soloists 
and duets, featuring the school wind band and choir 
alongside a special appearance from the Wear Valley 
District Wind Band. 

Holly Scott featured on cornet, Nicole Ferrer on 
violin and Frankie Dobson on guitar, all playing solo 
repertoire. Kiera Talyor sang as she played her own 
piano accompaniment and performed and Chloe Natrass 
confidently presented her own original repertoire.  
Students representing Academy of Sound stylishly 
performed hits by Stevie Wonder and John Legend. 

Bishop Auckland Town Hall Music Concert
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PUTTING BISHOP 
AUCKLAND ON 
THE MAP!
Talented art students from Years 9 
and 10 were selected to take part in 
a recent project with artist Gillian 
Scott to create a pictorial map of 
Bishop Auckland including some of 
the town’s most iconic buildings.  The 
map forms part of the publicity for 
Kynren.  Look out for it in The Bishop 
Press!

ART

Nisha Woolford completed her education 
at St John's Sixth Form last year and, 
having attained a grade B in Fine Art, she 
embarked upon a further Foundation 
course in Fine Art at Durham Sixth Form 
Centre in order to secure her place at 
the prestigious institution of Goldsmiths 
University in London. Arguably the top Fine 
Art institution in the country, Goldsmiths 
has boasted some of the world's most 
recognised artists with illustrious alumni 
such as Damien Hirst and Fiona Rae. 
Hopefully Nisha will be able to follow in 

these footsteps as she specialises in Fine 
Art and the use of film. When she came 
back to St John’s to visit recently, she 
said, "The application process was unique 
for Goldsmiths and I am really looking 
forward to being challenged further in 
the art world in a highly competitive 
environment." Nisha has been developing 
her film work and refining her technique 
in preparation for this fantastic course and 
cannot wait to embrace the creativity of 
the capital in the pursuit of becoming an 
artist.

Nisha Woolford secures place at 
prestigious Goldsmiths University 

Some of the beautiful 
Romero Crosses created 
by children from one of our 
feeder schools, St Joseph’s, 
Coundon. They spent a 
couple of happy hours here at 
St John’s with Mr Quigley.

In September the celebrated Durham artist Judy Hurst will be working with a group of Art students 
to create a piece of art for display at Auckland Castle. Judy’s work, painted on vellum, is bright, 
intricate and inspired by the natural world and its relationship with Celtic Christianity of the North 
East.  We are highly privileged to have this opportunity.
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Inspired by a collection of  1917 postcards 
hand painted by an artist and sent to 
an officer in hospital after being shot 
in the neck in the Battle of the Somme,  
the Postcard Project is a collaboration 
between a group of St John’s students 
and beneficiaries from Phoenix House, 
the Help for Heroes Recovery Centre at 
Catterick.   The first session was held at 
Phoenix House and led by History teacher, 
Miss Howard, after which we were taken 
on a tour of the Centre and learnt about 
some of the forms of treatment and 
rehabilitation for injured armed forces 
personnel. The second session was a 
visit to the DLI Collection at Sevenhills, 
Spennymoor followed by a trip to Durham 
to see the Cathedral, in particular the DLI 
Chapel and, of course, the amazing Lego 
model made up of just under 300,000 
bricks!  The beneficiaries will be visiting 
school during the last week of the term 
for a session on wartime correspondence 
and language with English teacher, Mrs 
Oulton, and spending time with the artist, 
Sue Woolhouse, to work on designs for 
glass postcards which will be crafted in 
the autumn.

POSTCARD 
PROJECT

This card shows a 
fire at a factory in 
Battersea.

Whilst clearing out my office over the 
past few months in preparation for 
retirement at the end of the term, I have 
spent some time reading through all 
of the newsletters; mass booklets and 
photographs accumulated during my years 
here at St John's.   These have evoked 
many happy memories: our annual trip 
to Fountains Abbey with Year 7; sunny 
Sports days and atmospheric Christmas 
celebrations. What is remarkable is how 
the school has grown both in size and 
reputation but also in the vast variety of 
experiences we have been able to offer to 
all of our students.   

Our first school newsletter was published 
in December 1989, coinciding with 
celebrations for the 25th anniversary of the 
school's opening.  Its production predated 
desk top publishing; colour printing; digital 
photography and of course the World 
Wide Web!  In fact it was a very modest 
affair consisting of 6 pages laid out in 
columns with some tentative attempts at 
journalism by the insertion of a couple of 
clip art decorations. Edited by myself and 
Mr Lang, the articles were collected and 
written by a small team of students who 

spent many hours post printing, collating 
and stapling the finished pages together 
before distribution to the school population 
and other interested parties.  With a few 
pauses along the way, the newsletter 
has undergone many technological and 
editorial changes to eventually achieve the 
highly professional format we enjoy today.  

Looking through those early editions, 
we read of the annual French Exchange 
to Mers les Bains, outdoor adventure 
holidays in Howtown;  the French 
immersion experience in Montdidier.  
Some of you might remember going on 
those very trips.  There are accounts 
of charity fund raising events, musical 
extravaganzas and visits to the theatre.  
Students were referred to as 'pupils' and 
year groups instead of being 7 to 13 were 
'third year' or 'fifth form'.   There are 
many heart warming reports of sponsored 
walks,   talent contests and celebrations of 
individual and team triumphs and victories.  

But whilst the experiences might have 
changed and we now look forward to going 
to Peru and Iceland rather than the Lake 
District or France,   some things haven't 

changed at 
all. What has 
remained 
constant 
throughout 
is the way 
our school 
community 
not only 
comes 
together to 
celebrate the good times but is always 
there to support the vulnerable and the 
broken hearted   through the darker 
moments of which we have had more 
than our share.  The generosity, love 
and care shown by our students to each 
other and to others outside the school  in 
difficult times never ceases to amaze me 
and makes me so proud to be part of this 
"Learning Community Guided by Gospel 
Values". It has been a privilege to be part 
of this community for so many years and  
I have every confidence it will continue 
to nurture  many more generations of  
amazing young people in the years to 
come. 

Miss Mackenley, Assistant Headteacher

MEMORIES OF ST JOHN’S 



12 www.stjohnsrc.org.uk

The Northern Echo Awards for 
Achievements in school took place at 
the Civic Centre Darlington on 14 March 
2017. St. John’s had nominated a range 
of students from across the academic 
and pastoral spectrum of the school. 
As academic and social development is 
integral to our community it was pleasing 
to be able to nominate Matthew Bradley 
for the Inspirational Pupil Award and the 
MADD group for the Active Community 
Award. St. John’s has an excellent 
reputation for sporting prowess and 
achievement and a number of students 
from the school were nominated, 
noticeably Ethan Crawford and again 
Matthew Bradley for their individual 
sporting achievements. The Year 8 Cricket 
Team was also nominated as they had 
dominated their previous season and had 
represented the Northern Counties at the 
National Championships. Unfortunately 
they just fell short of the total required to 
be National Champions. 

From the nominations we were very 
pleased to find that the school were 
successful in two categories, Matthew 
Bradley for the Inspirational Pupil Award 
and MADD for the Active Community 
Award. Matthew’s nomination was 
based around his success at the 
National Schools Biathlon in 2016 and 
his academic achievement at Level 3 

Engineering where he achieved a double 
distinction. He has also been a noticeable 
mentor and an inspiration to younger 
students in the engineering department. 

The MADD group, as the name suggests 
are a group of students from all age 
ranges across the school that are mad 
about Music, Art, Dance and Drama. They 
meet together after school and produce a 
range of performances that include choir, 
orchestra, bands, artistic work, dance 
performances and drama presentations. 
They are active in the community and 
were nominated for their work with local 
charities, Kynren, our local Primary  
Schools, and their link to the School Art 
performance. 

The presenter was Mr Chris Lloyd, the 
Northern Echo’s Chief Features Writer, 
who spoke eloquently and enthusiastically 
about each of the nominated groups and 
the awards were presented by Gemma 
Manson from the Newcastle Building 
Society who had sponsored the event. 
Students from school who attended 
the event and who were presented 
with awards were Hannah Costello 8N, 
Chloe Smith 8N, Nicole Ferrer 7S, Millie 
Cairns 10O, Matthew Hamilton 10O, Ellie 
Houlihan 10H and Matthew Bradley who 
has left school for an apprenticeship at 
Gestampt Tallent Ltd, where he is tostudy 
as an engineer.

NORTHERN ECHO AWARDS

Jack Purdham, Year 9, has been 
a volunteer for the Stockton and 
Darlington Youth Railway Team for 
nearly two years.  They raise money 
for many charities mainly the Royal 
British Legion. Jack takes part in 
fortnightly meetings and works 
with his youth team colleagues at 
the station during school holidays 
supporting Bishop Trains. 

All steam ahead…

Project Peru 2017
A group of 25 Sixth Form students 
and staff returned this week after an 
amazing two weeks in Iquitos, Peru 
working alongside Joe Plumb and The 
Peru Mission. The group assisted with 
the building of dining facilities in a local 
school and led workshops and activities 
at a children’s centre.  

The expedition has been life-changing 
for all involved and experience of living 
at the heart of the Amazon jungle will 
be memories that will last a lifetime.  
Never will the members of this trip 
forget seeing pink river dolphins in the 
Amazon River, dancing to Waka Waka 
in the streets of Iquitos and most of all, 
the smiles on the faces of the children 
in the school and children’s centre, who 
have made a lasting impression on us 
all.  Maya Gibson tweeted, “If anyone 
is given an opportunity to take part in 
an experience like this – please please 
jump at the chance; it’s incredible!”  If 
you would like to see what we did during 
the course of the trip, including more 
photographs, videos and stories of 
our day, follow @ProjectPeru2017 on 
Twitter.
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“We Could Have Been Anything That We Wanted to Be…”

Students from Years 7-12 donned their 
gangster suits and flapper dresses at the 
start of July as they geared up for their 
production of ‘Bugsy Malone’. 

Set in 1920’s New York, ‘Bugsy Malone’ 
follows rival gangsters and their ‘gals’ 
as they fight for power, fame and love. 
Featuring the famous songs, ‘Bad Guys’, 
‘Fat Sam’s Grand Slam’ and ‘My Name is 
Tallulah’, the show was filled with comedy 
moments, lively dance routines and plenty 
of splurge gun fights! 

After months of hard work, the cast put 
on another fantastic production, led by 
Miss Bell as Director and Mrs Wearmouth 
as Musical Director. Cameron Jennings 
(Year 9) swapped his Tin Man costume 
from last year’s production of The Wizard 
of Oz for a suit and trilby hat to take on the 
lead role of Bugsy with style and charm, 
whilst Jessica Maroney (Year 10) and Mia 
Cooper (Year 12) wowed audiences with 
their portrayal of Blousey Brown. The 
comedic relief was delivered brilliantly 
by Josh Bridgwater (Year 12) as Fat Sam 
and Joseph Lupton (Year 9) as Dandy Dan, 
and Sophie Ruddick (Year 10) showcased 
her incredible acting talent by swapping 
last year’s role as the sweet and innocent 
Dorothy for the sassy and flirtatious 
Tallulah. 

The principal cast were supported by an 
excellent chorus who took on a wide range 
of roles including boxers, gangsters and 
‘down and outs’, whilst ‘Fat Sam’s Grand 
Slam’ was brought to life by the fantastic 
dancers choreographed by Miss Donnelly. 
There was even a special staff appearance 

by Mr Rose and Mr Smith who took 
their roles as Undertakers very 
seriously. 

A special mention must also go to 
Colin Hardy who worked tirelessly yet 
again to create an amazing set and 
ensure the 1920s was brought to life. 

So there we have it, another fantastic 
St John’s production over for another 
year. So what will next year have in 
store? You’ll just have to keep an eye 
out in September to find out. Who 
knows, you might just be the one that 
we want!

Mrs Rose, Head of Drama
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FOCUS ON...

Year 7
The best memories from Year 

7 are: Representing the school, 
trampolining club and gymnastics 
club. I think that St John’s is the 
best school in the county; all the 

teachers are nice.  Ellie-Louise, 7N

My favourite thing that I have done 
this year is going on the High Force 
trip the reason for this is that you 
get to spend your time with your 
friends and have fun. Ashlee 7N 

At St John’s you are given amazing 
opportunities to get involved in 

clubs, making new friends and to 
venture out on short trips with your 

friends. Millie, 7N 

At St John’s I have enjoyed being 
part of the community. Everyone 

feels like family to me. I also 
enjoyed the donuts and the pizza. I 

enjoyed Year 7 a lot! Gosia, 7N 

The food is absolutely delicious! 
Miriam, 7N 

I enjoyed doing a photoshoot for 
the Newsletter. I am very happy to 
have been a model student this year 

Arella, 7N

My favourite thing about St John’s 
is my guitar lessons – I have the best 

teacher ever! Ross, 7N 

I’ve really enjoyed learning new 
skills, especially drawing and 
playing the piano. Jacob, 7N 

At St John’s I have enjoyed going 
to High Force and on the Year 

7 Retreat. I also enjoyed playing 
rugby and showing other schools 

how to do it by beating them!  
James E, 7N

My most memorable moment 
is showing off my guitar skills. 

Matthew, 7N 

The PE department in St John’s is 
amazing! There are loads of clubs 

and competitions. Luke, 7N

THE BEST MEMORIES 
FROM YEAR 7 

Students from Year 7 carried out an 
investigation into river processes as part 
of the Geography curriculum. This involved 
a visit to Summerhill Force at Bowlees, a 
scary crossing (for some!) of the Wynch 
bridge at Low Force and then on to High 
Force. Students had a fantastic time 
and it was a great opportunity to learn 
Geography outside of the classroom.

YEAR 7 GEOGRAPHY 
VISIT TO TEESDALE

On Friday 23 June, Year 7 had the opportunity to meet the firemen from Blue 
Watch (which is our community’s fire brigade.) The firemen came in to teach us 
about water safety, which was thoroughly enjoyed by all. John Trowell the fireman, 
explained to us the danger of water and how to be sensible around it. He even 
explained how to save others from this danger. I think our favourite part was when 
he showed us his uniform, it was very interesting. John showed us a fabulous 
power point which was very informative. Although we found out so much and got to 
learn lots, the session was presented in a fun way! Over all the students from Year 
7 agreed that the learning experience mattered and we are very grateful for the 
event that happened. Leah, Lauren and Jessica, 7JW
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The week 
before the 
Easter 
Holidays Year 
7 completed 
a charity fun 
run. The 
students 
took to the field in their finest outfits and 
completed as many laps as they could 
manage in 40 minutes.

An Easter egg was awarded to the best 
dressed male and female in each group 
and the student who covered the most 
laps.

The students raised over £1000 towards 
Project Peru and the sports development 
fund.

Charity Fun Run

The drizzly start to Wednesday 5 July 
was brightened by the arrival of a host 
of funfair rides to St John's. The Year 7 
Summer Spectacular was a wonderful 
day, designed to recognise and reward 
the achievements of our students 
throughout their first year with us. 
With support from Carnival Funfairs 
and Consett YMCA, students were 
able to enjoy a wide range of rides and 
activities, from bungee trampolines to 
a funhouse! The Red Watch from our 
local Fire Brigade dropped in to chat 
to students and show them some of 
their tools of the trade, and students 
had great fun trying on their hats and 
oxygen tanks. We also had a Just Dance 
zone, giant inflatables, Mario Kart 
competition, Craft Workshops, glitter 
tattoos and much more. By the end of 
the day, the popcorn, candyfloss and 
pizza had all gone but the students (and 
staff) had had a lovely time and made 
some lasting memories.

SUMMER SPECTACULAR 
SPIRITS NOT DAMPENED 
BY THE DRIZZLE! 
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SPORTS

On Thursday, 8 June the Healthy Bus 
arrived at St John’s. This is a National 
Scheme in which a bus equipped with a 
range of facilities visits schools and works 
with small groups of students.

Students were selected from Year 7, 8 ,9 
and 10 to spend 30 minutes on the bus in 
small groups.

Over 60 students were involved in this 
opportunity and during this time, through 
a range of tasks, activities, discussions 
and videos, they were educated on making 
healthy lifestyle choices  including finding 
out information about the dangers of 
energy drinks, poor diet, smoking, alcohol 
and drugs.

The students really enjoyed the experience 
and the nurses were very complimentary 
about the students’ enthusiasm and 
behaviour.

HEALTHY BUS 
A Summer  
of Cricket 
It’s been another strong summer of 
cricket, particularly for Years 7, 8 and 9.

The year 7 squad has developed 
into a very efficient bowling unit and 
have progressed into the County Cup 
Semi Final, which will be played on 5 
September at Barnard Castle School. 
Danny Shaw, Coby Jones, Kian Baker 
and Charlie Cayless have all impressed 
with the bat. 

The Year 8 team were knocked out 
of the County Cup by a very strong 
Durham School side, but were District 
Champions in the 8 a side softball 
tournament (pictured) The county event 
is due to be rescheduled due to poor 
weather conditions.

Year 9 have continued to develop into 
a real cricketing force, with a large 

number of the squad also now leading 
and officiating District and County events 
at younger age groups. Tom Hodgson 
and Joe Quigley have had the pick of the 
bowling figures, while Michael Graham 
was unlucky not to make 50 against 
Barnard Castle School. Daniel Pratt also 
set a new school record with a knock 
of 93 in the early rounds of the County 
Cup. The semi final will also be played in 
September. 

Tom Hodgson, Will Barnham and Daniel 
Pratt were once again selected to 
represent the County U14 Squad. With 
the refurbishments taking place in the 
Sports Hall, winter nets will start again in 
January, but there will be soft ball club on 
the 3G up until October half term for Year 
7 and 8 boys and girls.

Claudia Chapman and Joseph Dobson 
recently swam for Durham in the Tri 
National Sports Challenge. The swimmers 
are a credit to our school and the 
swimming clubs they represent. It was 
noted on several occasions by the public 
and event organisers how well behaved 
the swimmers from Durham had been. We 
are extremely proud of all of them and it 
was a pleasure to be the coach for a team 
of very mature young adults. I really hope 
they enjoyed the experience of the two 
days and made some lasting friendships.

We will watch their progress with interest 
and we wish them and wish the swimmers 
all the best for the future. 

by John Holmes

SWIMMING SUCCESS

Over the summer term, students 
from all year groups have 
competed in a range of fantastic 
athletics events, showing off their 
athletic prowess and excellent 
sportsmanship. Students have 
worked hard to make individual 
improvements with more and 
more students regularly attending 
the Tuesday and Thursday night 
athletics clubs. This has been 
great to see.
Special mention needs to go 
to Jasmine Sharp, Cameron 
Thomas (Year 10), Ryan Watson 
(Year 11) and Ciara Hughes (Year 
12) who have been selected to 
compete in the FISEC Games, 
representing the Catholic Schools 

Federation of Great Britain, in Venice at 
the beginning of July. These students 
have shown outstanding talent and great 
determination to get to compete at this 
level and we wish them the best of luck.
Further success to be celebrated comes 
from the twenty two students who were 
selected to represent the District at the 
County Championships: 
Daniel Avery-McAleese
Adam Wilson
Frankie Dobson
Declan Shields
Ross Alderson
Zoe Dawson
Tess Graham
Elisha Yorke
Maria Fidrych
Adrianna Czerwinski
Claudia Chapman

Millie Tinkler
Oliver Trowell
Owen Mahaffey
Cameron Martin
Jack Glasper
Luke Redfearn
Ryan Watson
Ethan Crawford
Michael Graham
Jasmine Sharp
Ashlyn Bland
This was a fantastic achievement- it was 
great to see so many students qualifying 
to go to this event. In addition, six 
students performed exceptionally well 
and so have now qualified to go through 
to represent the County in Hexham later 
this month. Congratulations to Daniel, 
Frankie, Ethan, Michael, Jasmine and 
Ashlyn.
Three students have qualified to compete 
in the Nationals which is to be held in 
Birmingham on the 8th and 9th July. 
We wish Michael Graham, Ashlyn Bland 
and Ethan Crawford all the best for this 
event.
The annual Catholic Partnership 
athletics is taking place at Gateshead 
International Stadium on the 12 July 
this year. Students from years 7-9 
will compete against the top students 
from the schools within the Catholic 
Partnership. This is always a fantastic 
event; we look forward to celebrating 
more success here!
Well done to all those who have been 
involved in any athletics fixtures 
and clubs this year. You have been 
outstanding and a credit to the school.
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Follow us on Twitter to keep up to date  
with all the latest news.... @stjohnseagle

Dan Freedman is one of the most 
widely read authors amongst both Year 
7 boys and girls at St John’s, so Miss 
Heads, the school’s LRC Manager, was 
delighted when Dan agreed to come and 
visit students and staff. His visit was to 
celebrate the fact that Year 7 students 
have read an amazing 2,770 books since 
September and also happened to coincide 
with the launch of a new series of Jamie 
Johnson on CBBC, where the stories of 
wannabe football player Jamie Johnson 
come to life on the screen.

Miss Byron, Head of St John’s, had done 
her homework too and did an amazing job 
of introducing Dan to an attentive audience 
of all 261 Year 7 students.

This was an amazing experience for 
students and staff, where they discovered 
facts about Dan’s background and what 
inspired him to become an author. He 
shared his experiences of working with 
the England Football Team, travelling 
with them to two World Cups, as well as 
personally interviewing people such as 
Beckham, Ronaldo and Messi.

Students asked lots of demanding 
questions and particularly wanted to know 
where Dan gets his inspiration from for 
his books – they loved the photographs of 
Dan’s best friend, who was the inspiration 
behind one of his characters and also 
the video of Dan playing pool with Rio 
Ferdinand, where they saw Ferdinand 
urging Dan to miss the pool ball! Dan then 
read a passage from his first book, “The 
Kick Off” where the main character, Jamie 
Johnson, is also urged to miss the ball in 
his school football trials! “I loved the way 
Dan left the paragraph on a cliff-hanger” 
said Kelsy in Year 7, who had preordered 
“The Kick Off” for Dan to sign.

To make his visit even more memorable 
Miss Heads did lots of work behind the 
scenes and had secretly collaborated with 
Bishop Auckland Football, Rugby and Golf 
Club and Bishop Auckland Town Council, 
who all kindly agreed to contribute funding 
so that all 261 Year 7 students received 
a free signed copy of one of Dan’s books, 
“Born to Play”, on the day. If the students 
weren’t already overwhelmed by Dan’s 

Bishop Auckland Team Spirit…
Year 7 students at St John’s Catholic Academy in Bishop Auckland 
had a very special visit from Dan Freedman, bestselling author of 
the Jamie Johnson series - March 2017.

visit, they were when they each received a 
signed copy!

“The next day, I was inundated with 
students, both boys and girls, telling me 
they had finished the book and wanted 
to read more of Dan’s books. After the 
event, Jessica said, “I wasn’t interested in 
football until I read these books.” Even our 
Deputy Head, Mr Parker came to see me 
to say he had loved the event and his son 
had finished the book in one night.”

“In a time when people say teenagers 
don’t read anymore, we are immensely 
proud of our fantastic reading culture 
in school and the excitement of a visit 
from one of our of our favourite authors.  
With the sporting community of Bishop 
Auckland and the Town Council whole-
heartedly supporting the event, it means 
that the students have a lasting reminder 
of the day. Dan Freedman has inspired 
us all with not only our reading, but also 
our writing by sharing information about 
his exciting books as well as giving us tips 

and ideas on how to be amazing authors 
too. We are extremely grateful to Bishop 
Auckland Rugby Club, Bishop Auckland 
Football Club, Bishop Auckland Golf Club 
and Bishop Auckland Town Council for 
showing real community support and 
special thanks to Bishop Auckland Rugby 
Club for their team spirit and enthusiasm 
on the day!”

Matthew, who is currently reading “World 
Class” by Dan Freedman, summed up 
the event and the feelings of Year 7, “Dan 
Freedman is a World Class writer!”

More information on Dan Freedman and 
his books can be found at http://www.
danfreedman.co.uk/


