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Aims of this file

Many children will, at some time in their lives, have special educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND). For some children these needs may be temporary, whilst for
others they may be more long term. Most children will have their needs identified
and met by their school, college or early years setting.

This file is mainly intended to give information about special needs support and
arrangements in Durham Local Authority (LA) schools.

Local authorities must arrange for children with SEN or disabilities for whom they are
responsible, and their parents, and young people with SEN or disabilities for whom they
are responsible, to be provided with information and advice about matters relating to
their SEN or disabilities, including matters relating to health and social care. This must
include information, advice and support on the take-up and management of Personal
Budgets. In addition, in carrying out their duties under Part 3 of the Children and
Families Act 2014, local authorities must have regard to the importance of providing
children and their parents and young people with the information and support necessary
to participate in decisions. SEND Code of Practice: 0to 25 years 2.1

Who is this file for?

This file is intended to help you as parents or carers of children with special
educational needs to understand:

» What special educational needs are:

» How the school, the Durham Local Authority and other professionals can help
your child;

» How you can play a full part in supporting your child's education;
* What your rights and responsibilities are.

Durham Special Educational Needs and Disability Information Advice and Support
Service (SENDIASS) also publishes a comprehensive range of leaflets which
provide accurate, neutral information on many of the topics covered in this file. A full
list of the available leaflets is in Section 13, Publications from Durham SEND
Information Advice and Support Service.

Please take time to read through The Local Offer Leaflet. The Local Offer tells
you what support the local authority expects to be available for children and young
people with special educational needs and/or disabilities




Community Languages

If English is not your first language and you have a child with special educational
needs

The SEND Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years clearly states that families whose first
language is not English should receive the support they need to be fully involved in
the special educational need's process.

The LA and schools should provide on request:

o Translated written material,
e Access to bi-lingual support staff;
s Interpreters for meetings and pre-meeting discussions.

Speak to the SENCo in your child’s school if you need this type of support. This file
can be made available in community languages on request. If your child's school
does not have a file in your first language please ask the SENCo to contact the LA.

The LA’s Learning Support Service employs a team of staff who work with children
who have English as a second language.

For further information contract SEND and Inclusion: Equalities and Interventions
Team, English as an Additional Language 03000 267800.
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What are Special Educational Needs?

A child or young person has SEN if they have a leaming difficulty or |
disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him
or her. SEND Code of Practice 0 to 25 years.

The SEND Code of Practice 0 to 25 years says that a child has special educational

needs if he or she has leaming difficulties and needs special help.

This help is known as special educational provision.

A child has leaming difficulties if he or she finds it much harder to leamn than most
children of the same age, or if he or she has a disability which makes it difficult to
use the educational facilities in the area without extra support.

These needs fall into four broad categories which are:

« Communication and Interaction
¢ Cognition and Leaming
e Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties

¢ Sensory and/or Physical Needs
See Section 8, Support in Schools.

Many children have difficulties in some areas of school work, or make slow progress
at some time in their school life. This does not necessarily mean they have a special
educational need. Often a teacher can help a child overcome difficulties by using

different ways of working and giving support. This is called ‘Quality First Teaching'.

If the child continues to have difficulties and does not make adequate progress your
child’s teachers at school may decide that s/he has a special educational need and a

greater level of help is needed.
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Jargon Buster

Advices

A set of reports written by professionals and parents, which
assist the local authority when making a decision whether or
not to issue a proposed statement.

Age Weighted
Pupil Unit
(AWPU)

The AWPU is the amount of money that every maintained
school receives for each pupil that is on the school roll,
whether or not they have SEN. The value of the AWPU varies
from one local authority to another and according to the age
of the pupils. For primary age pupils the minimum is £2000
per year. For pupils in Key Stages 3 and 4 the minimum is
£3000 per year.

Annual Review

Under the Education Act 1996 local authorities had to carry
out a review of every Statement of Special Educational Need
at least once every 12 months.

Under the Children and Families Act 2014 local authorities
must carry out a review of every EHC plan at least once
every 12 months.

Appeal Parents can appeal to the independent S.E.N.D.I.S.T
Tribunal if they cannot reach agreement with the L.A. over
decisions on their child’s special educational needs.

Assessment A check of progress often made by an Educational
Psychologist.

Assessment A detailed examination of a child’s special educational needs.

(Statutory or It may lead to an Education, Health and Care Plan.

Formal)

AT

Attainment Target (National Curriculum).

A.S.D. Autistic Spectrum Disorder.

Baseline An assessment carried out shortly after a child starts

Assessment primary school to see what s/he can do so teachers can plan
for his/her learning needs.

B.S.P. Behaviour support plan.

C.A.M.H.S The Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service provide
support to those young people who are experiencing mental
health difficulties.

C.D.C. The Child Development Centre is a multi-disciplinary

assessment and therapy centre for children under 5.

Burham SEND Information Advice and Support Service formerly Parent Parinership Service




Centile

The division of information into 100 groups. For example, a
score at the 5" centile means that, on average, only 5
children out of every 100 could be expected to score lower
(and 95 would score higher).

Child in Need

Defined under Section 10 of the Children Act 1989 as a child
who is “unlikely to achieve or maintain ... a reasonable
standard of health and development, without the provision
of services by a Local Authority... “"Or who is “disabled”.
Every authority has a general duty to safeguard and
promote the welfare of children in their area who are in
need.

Children and
Families Act 2014

This law came into force on 1% September 2014. Part 3 of
the Act sets out the new law on special educational needs
and disability. The Act is supported by the SEND Regulations
2014 and the SEND Code of Practice: 0-25 Years. You can
download a copy of the Act at

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/contents/enacted
Children’s A confidential database of disabled children in Durham to
Network provide an information service for parents and to help
planning of services.
Clinical CCGs are groups of professionals that work together to
Commissioning commission health services, ensuring there is sufficient

Group (CCG)

capacity contracted to deliver the necessary services to
people.

Chronological age

The time in years since birth (i.e. life age).

C.L.D. Complex Learning Difficulties (includes autism and
Asperger’s Syndrome).

Clinical Specialist trained in the treatment of emotional and

Psychologist behavioural problems.

C.M.O. Clinical Medical Officer.

SEND Code of
Practice: 0 to 25
years

A guide to schools and L.A.s about the help they can give to
children with special educational needs. Schools and L.A.s
must *have regard’ to the Code in anything concerning
children with special educational needs.

Cognitive Development of a child’s ability to understand and to explain
Development relationships; usually the same as intellectual growth.
Conciliation Conciliation involves a third party to help people negotiate

with each other. The conciliator offers advice and possible
solutions to problems.

—

Durham SEND Information Advice and Support Service formerly Parent Partnership Service



Curriculum

All the courses and learning opportunities a school offers or
a course of study being followed by a child.

Day Special A specialist school.

School

D.D.A Disability Discrimination Act.

DfE Department for Education. B
Differentiation The way in which the school’s curriculum and teaching

methods are adapted to meet the needs of children.

Direct payment

A payment made directly to a parent or young person to
purchase specific services. Under the Children and Families
Act 2014 a Direct Payment may be made as part of a
Personal Budget so that the parent or young person can buy
certain services that are specified in their EHC plan.

Direct payments can only be used for provision provided on
the school or college premises if the school or college agree.

Disagreement
resolution

Local authorities must provide independent disagreement
resolution to help parents and young people resolve disputes
with local authorities, schools and other settings about SEND
duties and provision.

You can find more information on disagreement resolution in
the SEND Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years 11.6 to 11.10.

Disapplication

The lifting or varying of the requirements of the National
Curriculum to meet the needs of the pupil.

D.H.A

District Health Authority.

Early Education
Settings

Educational provision for children under compulsory school
age, for example nurseries, pre-schools and registered child-
minders.

Early Years

This describes the additional or different support for children

Action/Action with SEN given by early year’s settings under the previous

Plus (2001) SEN Code of Practice. This support was for children
with SEN who did not have a Statement of Special
Educational Need.

E.B.D. Emotional and behavioural difficulties.

E.D.P. Education Development Plan.

Durham SEND Information Advice and Support Service formerly Parent Partnership Service




Education Act
1996

Part IV of the Education Act 1996 was the legal framework
for SEN. Part 3 of the Children and Families Act 2014 now
replaces this legislation. However there is a transition period
until 2018. This means, for example, that Statements of
Special Educational Need that were in place before 1%
September 2014 will continue to have legal force until the
child or young person transfers to an EHC plan.

Education
Funding Agency .
(EFA)

The EFA is the government agency that funds education for
learners between the ages of 3 and 19, and those with
learning difficulties and disabilities between the ages of 3
and 25.

The EFA allocates funds to local authorities, which then
provide the funding for maintained schools. The EFA directly
funds academies and free schools. '

EHC Needs
Assessment

Local authorities must carry out an EHC needs assessment if
a child or young person may need an EHC plan. The
assessment is a detailed look at the special educational

' needs that the child or young person has and what help he

or she may need in order to learn.
It is sometimes called a statutory assessment.

You can find out more in the SEND Code of Practice: 0 to 25
years, sections 9.45 - 9.52.

Education Health
and Care plan
(EHC plan)

An EHC plan describes the special educational needs that a
child or young person has and the help that they will be
given to meet them. It also includes the health and care
provision that is needed. 1t is a legal document written by
the local authority and is used for children and young people
who have high support needs.

Educational
Psychologist
(E.P.)
(sometimes

called “Ed Psych” |

An Educational Psychologist is asked to help when a child is
finding it difficult to learn at school. S/he may do tests to
decide what the problem is.

EDUCATION
WELFARE

' OFFICER (E.W.0.)

A person employed by the L.E.A. to make sure that children
are getting the education they need. They deal mainly with
school attendance.

E.O.T.A.S

| Education otherwise than at school.

E'P.Sl

Educational Psychology Service.

Durham SEND Information Advice and Support Service formerdy Parent Partnership Service




Exclusion

A child who is excluded from school is not allowed to go to
school from the time the exclusion is made. Exclusion can
be for a fixed time or permanent. A child cannot be
excluded simply because they have a special educational
need.

E.Y.D.C.P Early Years Development and Childcare Partnership.
F.A.S. Funding agency for schools.
F.E. Further Education.

Fine Motor Skills

Complex movements of hands and fingers which require
practice to accomplish (e.g. fastening buttons, holding
pencils etc.).

First Tier Tribunal

The First-tier Tribunal (Special Educational Needs and

(SEN and Disability) is a legal body. The Tribunal hears appeals from
disability) parents of children with SEN, and young people with SEN,
about EHC needs assessments and EHC plans.
You can find out more at https://www.gov.uk/special-
| educational-needs-disability-tribunal/overview
' Formal See assessment (statutory or formal)
. Assessment
G.C.S.E. General Certificate of Secondary Education.
Governors A school’s governing body oversees the workings of the
school. It includes a Parent Governor and a S.E.N. Governor.
| Graduated The SEND Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years says that schools
approach | should follow a graduated approach when providing SEN

' Support. This is based on a cycle of:
e Assess
e Plan
» Do
o Review
You can find out more about the graduated approach in the

| SEND Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years sections 6.44 to 6.56.

Gross Motor Skills

Skills which involve large muscle activity (e.g. rolling,

walking, crawling, jumping, running).

H.I. ' Hearing Impaired.
H.M.I. . Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Schools.
1.B.P. . Individual Behaviour Plan.

Durham SEND Information Advice and Support Service formerty Parent Partnership Service




I.C.T See Information Technology

1.E.P. An Individual Education Plan is drawn up by a school’s
S.E.N.C.0. It sets targets for a child to achieve and a date
for a review of progress.

Inclusion A process by which schools, local authorities and others
develop their cultures, policies and practices to include all
pupils.

Independent A school which is funded independently of local or central

school government.

Independent A person recruited by a voluntary or community sector

supporter organisation to help families going through an EHC needs
assessment and the process of developing an EHC plan. This
person is independent of the local authority and will receive
training, including legal training, to enable him or her to
provide this support.

Information Refers to the whole area of computers both portable and

Technology (I.T.)

desktop.

1.P.S (previously
referred to as
named person)

Independent Parental Supporter. Someone, independent of
the LA, who can support parents through the SEN process.

1.Q.

Intelligence Quotient - a measure of intellectual ability,
where a score of 100 indicates average.

Key stages

The National Curriculum uses the term key stages to
describe the age band in which the child falls. Key stage 1 is
infant, key stage 2 is junior, key stage 3 is 11-14 years and
key stage 4 is 14+.

Keyworker

Someone who provides children, young people and parents
with a single point of contact to help make sure the support
they receive is co-ordinated. A keyworker could be provided
directly by a local authority or local health organisation, a
school or college, or from a voluntary or private sector body.

Learning
Difficulty

If a child has a learning difficulty s/he finds it much harder
to learn than most children of the same age do.

Durham SEND Information Advice and Support Service formerly Parent Partinership Service




Learning
Difficulty
Assessment
(LDA)

Learning Difficulty Assessments set out what additional
learning support a young person needed when continuing
their education into some form of post-16 education or
training.

From 1September 2014 Learning Difficulty Assessments will
be replaced by EHC plans. Local authorities must transfer
young people who already have provision as a result of an
LDA to the new SEND system by 1 September 2016 if they
are staying in further education or training after that date

Learning Support
Service

Education staff working outside their normal setting, usually
support teachers and LSA’s with experience and expertise in
teaching pupils with special educational needs.

Local
authority/authori
ties (LA)

)

Local authorities are administrative offices that provide
services within their local areas. There are 152 across
England which are education authorities. For more
information about local government, see
https://www.dov.uk/understand-how-your-council-
works/types-of-council

Local Offer

The Local Offer, published by every local authority, tells you
what support is available for children and young people with
special educational needs and/or disabilities, and their
families. It includes information about education, health and
care provision.

It also gives information about training, employment and
independent living for young people with special educational
needs and/or disabilities.

Local transition
plan

()

Every local authority must publish a plan that explains when
and how Statements of Special Educational Need will be
transferred to the new system, as well as information for
young people in further education and training who receive
support as a result of a Learning Difficulties Assessment.

Looked-after

A child who is ‘cared for’ by the local authority, either in a

child long-term placement or for short periods.

L.S.A. Learning Support Assistant. A non-teaching member of staff
who helps to meet the educational needs of children.

L.S.C. Learning and Skills Council.

Mainstream This is a school that provides education for all children,

school whether or not they have special educational needs or

disabilities.

Maintained school

A school funded by the L.A.

Durham SEND Information Advice and Supporl Service formerly Parent Partnership Service




Mediation

Mediation is a type of disagreement resolution. Every local
authority must provide independent mediation to help
parents and young people resolve disputes with local
authorities about:

a decision not to carry out an EHC needs assessment
a decision not to draw up an EHC plan

the content of a final EHC plan or amended plan

a decision not to amend an EHC plan

a decision to cease to maintain an EHC plan.

Mediation must also be provided on the health and social
care elements of an EHC plan.

You can find more information on mediation in the SEND
Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years 11.13 to 11.38.

Mediation advice

The purpose of mediation advice is to give information about
what mediation involves. Parents or young people who wish
to register an appeal with the First Tier Tribunal (SEN and
Disability) must first seek mediation advice. The advice must
be factual and unbiased. After mediation advice has been
given the parent or young person can choose whether they
wish to go to mediation.

However it is not necessary to seek mediation advice if the
appeal is only about the name of the school, or college
named on the plan, the type of provision specified in the
plan or the fact that no school or other institution is named.

You can find more information on mediation advice in the
SEND Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years 11.21 to 11.25.

M.L.D.

Moderate Learning Difficulties

Multi-disciplinary

A team drawn from more than one profession e.g. health,
education, social services.

Must

The SEND Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years says in Section i
of the Introduction:

...where the text uses the word 'must’ it refers to a statutory
requirement under primary legislation, regulations or case
faw.

This means that wherever the term ‘must’ is used all the
organisations listed in Section iv of the Introduction to the
Code have a legal duty to do what the Code says.

Named Officer

A person employed by the L.A. who deals with the case of a
particular child.

Named Person

See I.P.S.

Durham SEND Information Advice and Support Service formerly Parent Partnership Service




National
Curriculum

Subjects which must be studied in all schools.

Non-maintained
special school

A non-profit making special school, approved by the
Secretary of State, usually run by a charity.

Note in lieu

A note, written by the L.A., after carrying out an
assessment, when they have decided NOT to issue a
Statement. It should explain their decision and offer
guidelines to school on supporting the child’s special
educational needs.

Nursery Nurse
(NNEB)

Individuals who work in nurseries and schools with
responsibility for the care and well-being of young children.

)

Objectives

The overall, long-term aims to be achieved by the provision
for the child. These should be written into a Statement of
S.E.N.

Ofsted

Office for Standards in Education - a government
department responsible for the inspection of all schools.

O.T.

Occupational Therapy/Therapist.

Outcome

Section 9.66 of the SEND Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years
says:

An outcome can be defined as the benefit or difference made
to an individual as a result of an intervention. It should be
personal and not expressed from a service perspective; it
should be something that those involved have control and
influence over, and while it does not always have to be
formal or accredited, it should be specific, measurable,
achievable, realistic and time bound (SMART). When an
outcome is focused on education or training, it will describe
what the expected benefit will be to the individual as a result
of the educational or training intervention provided.

Paediatrician

Special children’s doctor.

Parent Carer
Forum

A Parent Carer Forum is a representative local group of
parents and carers of disabled children who work with local
authorities, education, health and other providers to make
sure the services they plan and deliver meet the needs of
disabled children and families. They have been established in
most local authority areas. For more information please
visit: http://www.cafamily.org.uk/pcp/resources

or http://www.nnpcf.org.uk/

Pastoral support
team

In secondary schools includes form tutors, heads of year and
senior teachers. Often the first point of contact for parents.

Durham SEND Information Advice and Support Service formerly Parant Partnership Service




P.D.

Physical disability/difficulty.

Personal Budget

A Personal Budget is money set aside to fund support as part
of an Education, Health and Care plan (EHC plan) for a child
or young person with special educational needs. It can
include funds from Education, Health and Social Care.

Parents of children with an EHC plan and young people with
an EHC plan can choose whether or not they wish to have a
Personal Budget.

P.I.P.S Performance Indicators in Primary Schools.

P.IV.A.T.S Performance Indicators for Value Added Target Setting.

P.M.L.D. Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties.

Portage A home visiting service which offers support, help and advice
to families with a child under 5 who has special needs.

Provision The special support and extra help that children with S.E.N.
receive in school to meet their needs

P.R.U. A Pupil Referral Unit is a centre that can provide part-time or
full-time support for children who are currently not attending
school or who need additional help with their behaviour or
learning.

Psychiatrist A qualified doctor who specialises in mental health.

Psychometric Used to assess the child’s ability and attainment levels.

tests

Psychologist See Educational Psychologist.

P.T.A. Parent Teacher (and Friends) Association.

R.O.A. Record of achievement.

Reasonable Reasonable adjustments are changes schools and other

adjustments settings are required to make which could include: changes

to physical features — for example, creating a ramp so that
students can enter a classroom or providing extra support
and aids (such as specialist teachers or equipment)

Re-assessment

Your child can have another assessment if the L.A. decides it
iS necessary.

Residential
School

A school where pupils live, during the school term.

Durham SEND Information Advice and Support Service formerly Parent Parinership Service




Resource Base

A unit which caters for children with particular needs or
disabilities, which is part of a mainstream school.

Review Your child’s statement/EHC must be looked at (reviewed) at
least once a year to check on his/her progress.

S.A.T.s Standard Assessment Tests which check children’s progress.

School This describes the additional or different support for children

Action/Action with SEN given by schools under the previous (2001) SEN

Plus Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years. This support was for

children with SEN who did not have a Statement of Special
Educational Need.

Schools Forum

Every local authority has a Schools Forum. It made up of
representatives from schools and academies, and some
representation from other bodies, such as nursery and 14-19
education providers.

The role of the Schools Forum includes looking at the local
formula used to fund schools and SEN provision.

S.C.M.O. Senior Clinical Medical Officer.

Section 139A See Learning Difficulty Assessment

Learning

Difficulty

Assessment

S.E.N. Special Educational Needs. All children who need special
help will be described as ‘children with special educational
needs.’ One in five children may have some sort of learning
difficulty during their school life.

( )S.E.N.D.I.S.T. S.E.N. and Disability Tribunal.

SEND Code of
Practice: O to 25
years

This is the statutory guidance that supports Part 3 of the
Children and Families Act 2014.

It tells local authorities, early year's settings, schools,
colleges, heath and social care providers and others what
they must and should do to identify, assess and provide for
children and young people with SEN or disabilities.

You can download a full copy of the Code at

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-
practice-0-to-25

You can download a shorter version for parents at
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-quide-
for-parents-and-carers

Durham SEND Information Advice and Support Service formerly Parant Partnership Service




SEN Information
Report

All schools must publish on their websites information about
their policy and arrangements for supporting children with
SEN. This must be kept up to date.

The information that has to be included can be found in
Section 6.79 of the SEND Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years.

SEN support

SEN support includes any help for children and young people
with SEN that is additional to or different from the support
generally made for other children of the same age.

The purpose of SEN support is to help children achieve the
outcomes or learning objectives that have been set for them
by the school. Schools should involve parents in this process.

SEN support replaces Early Years Action/Action Plus and
School Action/Action Plus.

SEND Pathfinder

SEND Pathfinders were set up in 2011 to test out the
reforms the Government were proposing to introduce as part |
of the Children and Families Act 2014,

You can find more information about the SEND Pathfinders
at http://www.sendpathfinder.co.uk

Settings

See Early Education Settings.

Should

Should is a word that occurs frequently in the SEND Code of
Practice: 0 to 25 years.

Section i of the Introduction to the Code says:

... where the text uses the word 'should’ it means that the guidance
contained in this Code must be considered and that those who must
have regard to it will be expected to explain any departure from it.

This means that wherever the term ‘should is used all the
organisations listed in Section iv of the Introduction to the
Code must consider what the Code says. However they may
depart from it.

Signposting

Sometimes a service that provides information, advice and
support may be asked for help that it is not able to give
directly.

When this happens the person seeking information, advice
or support may signposted to other service providers. This
means that they will be given information, including contact
details, about other sources of help.

S.L.D.

Severe Learning Difficulties.

S.M.O.

School Medical Officer.

Durham SEND Information Advice and Support Service formerly Parent Partnership Service
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Special
Educational
Needs Co-
ordinator
(SENCO)

A SENCO is a qualified teacher in a school or maintained
nursery school who has responsibility for co-ordinating SEN
provision.

Early years settings that are part of group provision
arrangements are expected to identify an individual to
perform the role of SENCO.

Special schools

These are schools that specialise in working with children
with particular disabilities.

Special
educational
provision

The special help given to children with SEN.

Specific Learning
Difficulty (Sp.L.D)

A child has a Specific Learning Difficulty if s/he has a
problem with one or more areas of the curriculum, usually
reading, writing, spelling and/or number work.

Speech therapist

Specialist in diagnosing and treating speech and language
disorders who works in schools, hospitals and clinics.

Speech therapy

The diagnosis and treatment of speech and language
disorders. Children are normally referred for speech therapy
by a doctor.

S.S.A.

Special Support Assistant.

S.S.D.

Social Services Department.

Statement of
Special
Educational Need

Under the Education Act 1996 local authorities issued
Statements of Special Educational Need for children whose
needs could not be met through the provision normally made
by schools.

The Children and Families Act 2014 replaces Statements
with EHC plans.

Children and young people who already have a Statement
will gradually transfer to the new system. Each council
publishes a local transition plan to explain how this will
happen.

Statutory See Assessment (statutory or formal).

Assessment

Statutory Statutory guidance is guidance that local authorities and
guidance other local bodies have a legal duty to follow.

Targets The individual goals set for a child. Targets are a way of

checking the child’s progress. They should be written into
the 1.E.P. and reviewed reqgularly.

Durham SEND Information Advice and Support Service formery Parent Parinership Service




Transition Plan

A plan drawn up following the Year 9 Annual Review of the
statement. Information is gathered from parents,
professionals, including the Connexions Service and school.
A structured plan of action is drawn up to ensure that the
transfer from school to adult life is well planned.

Transfer review

A transfer review replaces the annual review in the academic |
year that the child or young person transfers to the new
SEND system.

A transfer review involves an EHC needs assessment to
decide what outcomes and provision need to be included in
the EHC plan. This should include education, health and
social care needs.

You, your child or the young person must be invited to a

meeting as part of the transfer review.

A transfer review ends when the local authority sends you
{or the young person) a copy of the EHC plan, or when it
informs you (or the young person) that an EHC plan will not
be issued.

Each council publishes a local transition plan to explain how
and when transfer reviews for children and young peopie
with Statements of Special Educational Need will happen.

Tribunal An independent body that hears appeals against decisions
made by the L.A.
| V.1. Visually Impaired.
 Voluntary Non-profit making organisations which often involve

Organisations

volunteers as well as paid staff. They range from large
national to small local organisations and usually aim to help
specific groups of people in society.

Work Experience

. A system which allows students approaching the end of their
secondary education the opportunity to take part in work
placements.

SENDIASS helpline number: 01915873541 or

Email: sendiass@durham.gov.uk

Durham SEND Information Advice and Support Service formerly Parent Partnership Service



Equality and Inclusion

Where parents want a mainstream education for their child everything reasonably
possible should be done to provide it.

Parents who want a special school place should also have their views taken into
account.

Durham Local Authority aims to follow the key principles of an inclusive education
service as set out in the statutory guidance:

* Inclusion is a process by which schools, local authorities and others develop their
cultures, policies and practices to include all pupils;

o With the right training, strategies and support nearly all children with special
educational needs can be successfully included in mainstream education;

* An inclusive education service offers excellence and choice and incorporates the
views of parents and children;

¢ The interests of all pupils may be safeguarded,;

o Schools, local authorities and others should actively seek to remove barriers to
learning and participation;

e All children should have access to an appropriate education that affords them the
opportunity to achieve their personal potential;

+ Mainstream education will not always be right for every child all of the time.
Equally just because mainstream education may not be right at a particular stage
it does not prevent the child from being included successfully at a later stage.

The duty on the LA assumes that most children with special educational needs can
be included successfully at a mainstream school with the right strategies and
support.

It is important that everyone involved with your child works together to make this
happen. Your child's views should also be taken into account when deciding on the
right school.

Inclusion applies to everyone, not just to children with special educational needs. It
applies especially to all those who may be disadvantaged or be at risk of
discrimination for various reasons. This file focuses specifically on the inclusion of
children with special educational needs.
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