
The course would suit candidates who are considering a variety of jobs in the Music industry. Depending on the units chosen 
this can include areas such as Performing, Arranging, Composing and Producing.  This qualification is recognised by universities 
offering Music, Music Production, Popular Music and Music Technology Degrees.  

What will this course prepare me for?

It is not essential to have studied Music at GCSE or BTEC level 2 in order to take this course, however it would be an 
advantage.  Several topics in the course are developments of work covered at GCSE Music and BTEC Level 2, but most are 
new areas.  An interest in performing music and the ability to play an instrument at a basic level is essential.

Entry Requirements

In Year 13 students undertake a further 3 units.  These units are decided upon jointly between the candidates and teachers to 
reflect the strengths and interests.  These are selected from the following units:
  Special subject investigation                 Live Music Workshop
  Modern Music in Practice                  Solo Performance Techniques
  Improvising Music                      Music Technology in Practice

Unit 3 - Music Project
In this unit, students are required to plan, prepare for and deliver a large-scale music project. Students will undertake 
appropriate responsibilities, working both individually and as part of a team.  They will also learn how to contribute towards a 
performance to a technically acceptable level appropriate to the context of the organised event.  They will develop their 
understanding of the complete process in preparing for and delivering a live music event.

Unit 2 - Pop Music in Practice
This unit is designed to enable students to expand their knowledge of pop music grounded in practical experience of 
rehearsing and performing relevant works. They study music from 1950 to present day, learning about the different genres of 
pop music, how it developed and the technology involved.  Students also have the opportunity to perform original pop music 
as a soloist and as part of an ensemble.  

Unit 1 - Music Performance Techniques
Unit 1 helps students develop their performing skills by focussing on improving their technical ability. They use a practice diary to track 
their progress on their voice/instrument and regularly record their performances and technical exercises. Students also participate 
in formal and informal concerts throughout the year to showcase their talents and gather evidence of their progress.    

Units of Study
The course involves studying a variety of mandatory units.  They include Music Performance, Music Skills Development, 
Composition and Professional Practice in the Music Industry.  Other optional units include Arranging, Music Promotion and 
Music Software Skills. 

Course Overview
This course is assessed through coursework only and the assessment procedures are externally moderated. You must be able 
to manage your own learning and be good at working to deadlines to successfully complete the course. 

Is this course for me?
The course is suitable for anyone with an interest in Music performance, Composition or Music Management. The course is vocational 
and therefore completely coursework based. There is a lot of independent study required and candidates need to be able to research 
around the areas of study.  Students need to show a willingness to embrace all aspects of the course in order to develop their leadership 
skills as well as their musical skills. There are a number of external agencies involved in the delivery of the course to enhance learning.  
If you enjoy performing music and learning to play an instrument or have a desire to work in the music industry then this course is for you!
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